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Nature!  great  parent!  whofe  unceafing  hand 
Rolls  round  the  feafons  of  the  changeful  year, 
How  mighty,  how  majeftic  are  thy  works ! 
With  what  a  pleafing  dread  they  fwell  the  foul ! 
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SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,  Esq,  M.  P. 

Sir, 

J\  S  the  opportunity  of  revifing  and  aug. 
|  menting  this,  part  of  my  Letters  on  Switzer- 

land, and  of  rendering  them  more  worthy 
of  public  infpeaion,  was  entirely  owing  to 
the  honour  of  accompanying  your  Son  upon 
his  Travels,  to  you  I  beg  leave  to  infcribe 
this  Second  Volume,  as  a  public  mark  of  that 
efteem  and  regard,  with  which  I  am, 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

and  obliged  humble  fervant, 
W  «    C  O  X  E. 


INTRODUCTION. 


ILACH  of  the  three  Leagues,  which  form 
by  their  union  the  republic  of  the  Grifons, 
is  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  diftrifta, 
called  in  Roman  (h  Dratturas  Magnas,  in 
German  Hocbgericbts  \  which  may  be  trans- 
lated High  Jurifdidions.  Thefe  diftrids  are 
compofed  of  one,  two,  or  more  fmall  com* 
mo n wealths,  or  Communities.  As  this  com* 
plicated  intermixture  of  different  Communi- 
ties frequently  creates  much  confufion,  in 
the  geographical  and  political  accounts  of 
this  country,  I  have  prefixed  a  Table  of  the 
general  divifion  of  each  league  into  High 
Jurifdidttons,  with  their  fubdivifions  into 
Communities. 
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The  Grey  League  is  divided  into  eight  High  Jurif- 
4S&ions,  which  are  fubdivided  in  the  following 
manner  into  twenty-feven  Communities : 


"i.  Difentis 


a 
.2 

ii 


2.  Valley  of  Lug 
oetz 


Grab 


4.  Wahentburgh 


Flims 


Rheinwald  and 
Schams 


7.   Heunzenberg 
and  Tufis 


8.  Mafox 


1  (  Difentis 

2  1  Tavetch 


s*n 


Lugnetz 
Wals 


68c  7  f  Ilantz  &the  neigh- 
J      bouring  diftri&s 

8  J  Schlowit 

9  (  Tenna 


lofWaltenfourg 
1 1  4  Lax 
i*£Oberfax 


? 


ijfFluni 


*5 


1 

6 


14&  15  <  Retzuns  and  Embs-2 


16  {  Trins  and  Itains 


1 7  &  1 8  C  VaUeyxrfRhein wtld 
19  &  20  I  Valley  of  Schams 


21  (  Tufis  andCatzis 

22  I  Heunzenberg 

23  j  Saffien 
24(>Cepina> 


25  f  Valley  of  Mafox 
26 -J  Ruffle 
27  (.Calanca 
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The  League  of  God's  Houfe  is  divided  into  eleven 
High  Jurifdi&ions,  and  comprehends  twenty- 
one  Communities. 

1  I  Coirc  % 


2  f  Sopra  Porta 

3  (.Sotto  Porta 


t 


i.  Coire 

2.  Prcgalia 

3*  Upper  Engadina 

4*  Lower  Engadina 

5.  Biyio  or  Stalla 

6.  Ortenfteia 

1- 

8 

3 

7.  Oberffats 

8.  Oberhafstein 

9*  Puftihiaro 

10.  Munfter 

1 1 .  Four  Villages 

4  C  SopraFontanaMerla 

5  \  SottoFootanaMcrl 


la* 


6  f  Sopra  Tafma 

7  ISotto  Tafina 

8  f  Bivio  &  Marmorara 

9  J  Avers 

lo  J  Reraas,Schlins,and 
C    Sanaa 


1 1  rOitfoftein 

1 2  X  Furfteoau 


13  CObervats 

1 4  (Breguns 


j  $  (  Tinzen  and  Reamp  5 
16  X  Tiefen  Caften       7f 

19  J  Valley  of  Munfter 


20  (  Sitzers,  Igi3,Trims 

2 1  I  Unter  Vatz 
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Nature !  great  parent!  whofe  uneeafing  hai 
Rolls  round  the  feafons  of  the  changeful  year, 
How  mighty,  how  majeftic  are  thy  works! 
With  -what  a  pleafing  dread  they  fwell  the  feu 
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SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,  Esq.  M.  P. 

Sir, 

x\  S  the  opportunity  of  revifing  and  aug- 
menting this  part  of  my  Letters  on  Switzer- 
land, and  of  rendering  them  more  worthy 
of  public  infpe&ion,  was  entirely  owing  to 
the  honour  of  accompanying  your  Son  upon 
his  Travels,  to  you  I  beg  leave  to  infcribe 
this  Second  Volume,  as  a  public  mark  of  that 
efteem  and  regard,  with  which  I  am, 

S  i  R, 

Your  moil  obedient, 

and  obliged  humble  fervant, 
W  m    C  O  X  E. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


H/ACH  of  the  three  Leagues,  which  form 
by  their  union  the  republic  of  the  Grifons, 
is  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  diftri&S, 
called  in   Roman  (h  Dratturas  Magnas,   in 
German  Hochgericbts  *  .  which  may  be  tranf- 
lated  High  Jurifdi&ions.     Thefe  dirt  rids  are 
compofed  of  one,  two,  or  more  fmall  com- 
monwealths, or  Communities.     As  this  com- 
plicated intermixture  of  different  Communi- 
ties frequently  creates  much  confufion,  in 
the  geographical  and  political  accounts  of 
this  country,  I  have  prefixed  a  Table  of  the 
general  divifion  of  each  league  into  High 
Jurifdi<3ions,    with  their   fubdivifions  into 
Communities. 
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cantons*  Since  the  acquifition  of  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  the  domains  of  this  canton  form  nearly 
the  third  part  of  Switzerland,  an^,  about  the 
fourth  of  the  a&ual  population:  it  contains  about 
370,000  fouls,  exclufive  of  11,000  in  the  capital* 
At  the  introduftion  of  the  reformation  in  1528, 
government  acquired  a  large  encreafe  of  revenue 
by  fecularifing  the  ecclefialtical  pofleflions.  At 
the  lame  period,  the  whole  canton  followed  the 
example  of  the  capital ;  and  the  reformed  reli- 
gion was  permanently  eftablifhed.  The  canton 
V  divided  into  two  great  divifions ;  the  Pays  de 
Vaud  and  the  German  diftrki.  The  Pays  de 
Vaud  having,  been  coMuered  from  the  houfe  of 
Savoy,  and  the  GermS  diftrift  from  the  ftates  of 
the  empire ;  juftice  is  adminiftered,  and  the  taxes 
regulated  in  thole  two  provinces  by  laws  and 
ciucoms  peculiar  to  each.  Each  of  thefe  divi* 
fions  has  its  treafurer  and  chamber  of  appeal  re- 
fident  in  the  capital :  the  chamber  of  appeal  be- 
longing to  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  judges  in  the  laft 
retort;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  German  dif- 
tri&  may  again  appeal  frpm  theirs  to  the  Sove* 
reign  Council. 

At  Berne  the  fociety  is  extremely  agreeable, 
,  and  foreigners  are  received  with  great  eafe  and 
politenefs.  The  men  do  not  meet  in  ieparate 
Societies ;  and  the  women  are  the  life  and  orna- 
ment of  their  daily  aiTejnblies.  Thefe  aflemblies 
begin  about  four  or  five  in  the  afternoon,  and 
continue,  till  about  eight,  when  the  parties  retire 
to  their  refpettive  houles. 

Dancing  if  a  veiT  frequent   amufement  at 

%  *      Berne.    There  is  *  public  ball  every  fortnight  ^ 

and  in  winter  (Scarcely  an  evening-  pafies  without 

one.    Thefe  diverfions*  commence  at  fo  early  an 

hour  as  five  ia  the  afternoon,  on  account  of  a 

B  %  (landing 
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The  houfe  of  corre&ion,  which,  when  the  be- 
tievolent  Mr.  Howard  vifited  Berne,  was  in  tb 
deplorable  a  ftate,  is  now  extremely  well  regu- 
lated, and  reflefts  great  honour  on  Mr.  Manuel* 
member  of  the  Great  Council,  to  whofc  care 
and  attention  this  falutary  change  is  chiefly  ow- 
ing.   Formerly  all  delinquents,  without  diftinc 
,  tion  of  crime,  were  confined  m  the  fame  place ; 
but  they  are  now  feparated ;  and  two  houfes  are 
eftablifted ;   one  called  the  Houfe  of  Corre&ion 
for  greater  crimes,  and  the  other  the  Houfe  of 
labour  for  fmaller  mifdemeanors.    The  prifb* 
ners  are  aifo  discriminated  by  the  appearance  of 
brown  vaablue  from  the  colour  of  their  clothes, 
with  which  they  are  fupplied  gratis  during  the 
term  of  their  confinement.    The  btown  colour 
is  appropriated  to  the  houfe  of  correction,  the 
blue  to  the  houfe  of  labour.    The  men  and  wo-  , 
men  are  lodged  in  feparate  apartments.    Both    \ 
are  conftantly  employed,  fometimes  in  cleaning 
the  ftreets,   and  other  fervile  occupations;    at 
other  times  they  are  taught  to  read  and  write, 
and  are  inflru&ed  in  various  trades,  which  may* 
affift  them  in  gaining  a  maintenance  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  time  for  which  they  were  fentenced 
to  hard  labour.     By  thefe  means  the  expence  of 
the  eftablifliment  is  nearly  fupported;    and  an 
honeft  livelihood  allured  to  thofe  who  would 
other  wife  prove  ufelefs*or  pernicious  members 
of  focicty. 

There  are  four  tables,  at  which  the  refpe&ive 
feats  are  a  mark  of  diftin&ion  appropriated  to 
good  behaviour,  and  .a  larger  or  leffer  (hare  of 
provifion  is  diftributed  to  each  in  proportion  to 
their  induftry.  After  having  earhed  ttieir  food% 
the  prifoners  in  the  bovfe  of  labour  receive  ten. 

per 
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fa  com*  tfcofe  in  the  houfe  of  corre&ion  eight 
per  cent,  for  their  extra  work. 

Public  juflice  is  wifely  and  impartially  admi- 
nistered? and  the  torture,  which  had  tor  feme 
time  fallen  into  difufe,  is  now  formally  abolifhed 
by  a  public  a&  of  government.  This  Immane 
and  juft  aft  forms  a  diftingu£(hed  aera  in  the  hit 
eery  of  Swift  jorUprudenoe;  as  the  example  of 
fo  powerful  and  wife  a  government  cannot  fail 
producing  a  general  influence;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be  the  prelude  to  its  abolition 
throughout  Switzerland. 

The  folemnity  ufed  in  palling  capital  fentence  v 
on  a  criminal,  deferves  to  be  mentioned  and  imi- 
tated* The  trial  bong  finiihed,  the  prifoner  is 
informed .  of  his  condemnation  by  the  Grnnd 
Sautter,  or  lieutenant  of  the  police,  and  attended 
by  two  clergymen,  who  prepare  him  for  death. 
On  the  day  appointed  for  execution,  a  large  fcaf- 
fblding,  covered  with  a  black  canopy,  is  con- 
ftru&ed  in  the  middle  of  the  principal  ftreet. 
The  advoyer,  with  a  fceptre  in  his  hand,  is  feat- 
ed  on  an  elevated  kind  of  throne  between  two 
fenators,  and  attended  by  the  chancellor  and  the 
lieutenant  of  the  police,  holding  an  iron  (tick, 
called  the  red  of  bleod>  all  habited  in  their  official 
robes.  The  criminal  being  brought  to  the  foot 
of  the  fcaffoldinff  without  chains,  the  chancellor 
reads  aloud  the  fentence  of  condemnation,  at  the 
conclufion  of  which  the  advoyer  bids  the  execu- 
tioner approach*  The  latter  inftantly  binds  the 
arms  of  die  culprit,  and  leads  him  to  the  place 
of  execution* 

The  public  library  is  a  fraall  but  well-chofen 
coUe&ou,  and  contains  20,000  volumes,  a  ca- 
binet of  Swift  coins  and  medals,  and  many  cu- 
rious manuscripts :  of  thefe,  Mr.  Siftfter,  a  man 

of 
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of  great  erudition,  has  pubtifhed  a  judicious  ca- 
talogue He  has  not  only  fet  forth  their  titles, 
and  ascertained  their  age,  but  has  alfo  given  a 
general  and  fuccinft  account  of  their  f  efp&£tive 
fubje&s ;  and  from  many  has  published  extrads 
equally  carious  and  interesting.  Among  thefe 
MSS.  are  Ibrne  of  the  thirteenth  century,,  con- 
filling  of  feveral  fongs  and -romances  of  the 
Troubadours,  written  in  that  arid  the  preceding 
ages,  which  merit  the  attention  of  thofe  who  are 
converfant  in  that  fpecies  of  antient  poetry. 

Learning  is  neither  fo  univerfally  encouraged, 
nor  fo  fuccefsfully  cultivated  here  as  at  Zuric ; 
the  academical  ftudies  4re  almoft  fplely  dire&ed 
to  thofe  branches  of  knowledge  more  effeRtially 
neceffary  for  entering  into  the  <church.  The  fo- 
ciety  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  is  almoft 
the  only  eftablifhment  that  dlre&ly  tends  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  arts  and  fciences ;  and  meets  with 
po  great  countenance  from  government. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


,.      .V  Odpbcr  1786,  . 

I  feel  a  very  fenfible  f&tisfa&ion  on  adding, 
that  this  enlightened  government  no  longer  me- 
rits the  reproach  of  not  Sufficiently  encouraging 
the  arts  and  fciences.  It  ft  >  now  awakened  from 
its  former  lethargy,  and  begins  to  perceive  that 
it  is  the  intereft  of  every  wife  government  to  - 
efteem  and  protect  the  fciences.  The  magifr1* 
trates  have  lately  purchafed  and  appropriated  a 
large  manfion  for  the  public  library ;  increafed 
the  colle&ion  of  books;  and  procured  from 
i  EpglaA4 
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England  an  extenfive  apparatus  of  experimental 
philofophy. 

Among  other  undertakings  which  meet  with 
their  encouragement,  a  new  map  of  the  canton 
is  now  preparing  under  their  aufpices,  by  the 
profeflbr  of  experimental  philofophy,  a  great  de- 
Jideratum  in  the  geography  of  Switzerland,  as 
the  alps  of  the  canton  are  unfaithfully  delineated 
in  all  the  maps  which  have  fallen  under  my  ob- 
Serration.     I  am  alfo  happy  to  add,  that  the  Re* 
verend  Mr.  Wyttenbach  has  lately  inftituted  a 
literary  fociety  for  the  promotion  of  phyfics  and 
natural  hiflory  in  general,  and  that  of  Switzer- 
land in  particular.    In  January  1788,  this  foci* 
ety  confifted  of  ten  members  refident  at  Berne, 
of  whom  feveral  poffefs,  and  others  are  forming, 
collections  agreeable  to  the  plan  of  the  iuftitu- 
tion.      The  members  have  eftabliflied  regular 
correfpondence  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  ind 
are  ready  to  anfwer  the  inquiries  of  foreign  na- 
turalifts,  who.  wifhr  to  be  informed  concerning 
any  points  which  relate  to  the  natural  hiftory  of 
this  country.    An  inflitution  founded  on  fuch 
liberal  and  extenfive  principles,  and  having  one 
obje£k  principally  in  view,  cannot  fail  to  render 
the  merit  effemial  fervice  to  fcience* 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTE U 
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Government  of  Berne. 

WERE  I  to  attempt  entering  into  an  exaft 
difquifition  concerning  the  government  of  Berne; 
my  letter  would  not  only  exceed  its  proper  li- 
mits, but  would  hardly  be  contained  within  the 
extent  of  an  ordinary  pamphlet.  I  am  perfuad- 
ed,  therefore*  you  will  readily  excufeme  from 
putting  your  patience  to  fo  tedious  a  trial :  but 
you  would  probably  think  me  very  inconfiftent 
indeed,  if,  after  having  already  defcended  into 
lefs  interefting  details,  I  (hould  pafs  over  in  fi- 
lence  a  government,  the  wifdom  of  whofe  admi- 
miftration  is  fa  juftly  admired.  Let  me  endea- 
vour then  to  ftetch  the  general  outlines  of  this 
conftitution. 

The  fovereign  power  refides'  in  the  Great 
Council  of  two  hundred ;  which  when  complete 
confjfts  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  mem- 
bers, chofen  from  the  citizens ;  from  whom  they 
are  confidered  as  deriving  their  power,  and  as 
a&ing  by  deputation.  The  authority  with  which 
they  are  inverted,  is  in  fome  refpeas  the  mod 
abfolute  and  uncontrouled  of  any  among  the 
ariftocratical  ftates  of  Switzerland.  The  govern* 
incut  of  Lucerne  is  called,  indeed,  the  moft  ari« 

ftoctatical 
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ftocratical  of  all  the  cantons ;  and  k  may  be  fo, 

perhaps^   with  refped  to  the  fmall  number  of  fa- 
miliea*  to    which  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  is 
eatrufted  t  l>ut  no  war  can  be  declared,  no  peace 
concluded,  no  alliance  made,  no  taxes  impofed, 
without  the  confent  of  the  burghers  in  a  general 
affembly.     At  Friburgh  and  Soleure  the  burgh- 
ers are  likewife  convened  upon  particular  occa- 
fions.      "Whereas  the  Great  Council  of  Berne, 
fince  1682,  when  it  was  declared  the  fovereign, 
U  restrained  by  no  conftitutional  check  of  this 
kind;  as  a  general  aflembly  of  the  citizens  is 
never  convened  on  any  occafion. 

The  executive  powers  of  government  are  de- 
legated by  this  Sovereign  Council  to  the  fenatt, 
chofen  by  themfelves  from  their  own  body :  the 
former  anemblies  ordinarily  three  times  a  week, 
and  extraordinarily  upon  particular  occafions ; 
the  fenate  every  day,  Sundays  excepted. 

The  fenate,  comprizing  the  two  advoyers,  or 
chiefs  of  the  republic,  is  compofed  of  twenty* 
feven  members :  and  from  this  feleft  body  are 
drawn  the  principal  magistrates  of  the  common* 
wealth.  On  a  vacancy  in  the  fenate,  the  mode 
of  eledion  is  as  follows: — Twenty-fix  balls, 
three  of  which  are  golden,  are  put  into  a  box, 
and  drawn  by  the  feveral  members :  thofe  who 
draw  the  three  golden  balls,  nominate  three 
ele&ors  out  of  their  body.  In  the  fame  manner 
of  balloting,  feven  members  are  chofen  from  the 
Great  Council,  who  alfo  nominate  feven  electors 
out  of  their  own  body.  Thefe  ten  ele&ors  fix 
upon  a  certain  number  of  candidates,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten7  nor  lefs  than  fix ;  and  thofe  among 
thefe  candidates,  who  have  the  feweft  votes  in 
the  Sovereign  Council,  retire,  till  their  number 
Is  reduced  to  four;  then  four  balls,  two  golden 

and 
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and  two  filver,  are  drawn  by  the  four  remaining 
candidates ;  the  two  who  draw  the  former  are 
put  in  nomination,  and  he  who  has  the  greateft 
number  of  fuffrages  in  the  Sovereign  Council, 
is  chofen.  But  in  order  to  be  eligible,  the 
candidate  mud  have  been  a  member  of  the  Great 
Council  ten  years,  and  muft  be  married,  or  a 
.widower*,.,  t 

The  Great  Council  is  generally  filled  up  evefy 
ten  years ;  as  within  that  period  there  is  ufually 
a  deficiency  of  eighty  members  to  complete  the 
whole  number  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine: 
a  new  ele&ion  can  only  be  propofed  on  a  vacancy 
of  eighty;  and. cannot  be  deferred  when  there  is 
a  deficiency^  a  hundred.  .  The  time  of  ele&ion 
being  determined  by  vote,  each  advoyer  nomi- 
nates two  of  the  new  members;,  each  feizemer, 
and  each  member  of  the  fenate,  one  each :  two 
or  three  other  officers  of  .ftate  enjoy  the  fame 
privilege.  A  few  peirfons  alfo  claim,  by  virtue 
of  their  offices,  a  right  of  being  ele&ed:  and 
their  claim  is  generally  admitted.  Thefe  feveral 
nominations  and  pretentions,  commonly  amount, 
in  the  whole,  to  about  fifty  of  the  new  members; 
the  remaining  vacancies  are  fupplied  by  the  fuf* 
frages  of  the  fenate,  and  the  feizeniers. 

The  Seizeniers  are  fixteen  members  of  the 
Great  Council,  drawn  yearly  from  the  abbayes 
or  tribes;  two  from  each  of  the  four  great  tribes, 
and  one  from  each  of  the  remaining  eight.  The 
candidates  are  generally  #  taken  from  thofe  who 

have 

*  I  fay  gtntratty%  becaufe  h  is  not  abfolutely  fixed,  that  all 

the  feizeniers  muft  have  been  bailifs :  for  if  it  happens,  that 

in  one  tribe  there  are  two  perfons,  one  of  whom  has  been  ^ 

>dilif,  and  the  other  is  a  member  of  the  Great  Council-;    they 

«!iraw  Joti  for  the  charge.    Ao4  (hpuld  a  member  of  the  Great 

Council 
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hare  exercifed  the  office  of  bailifs;  and  are 
elefted  by  lot-  Every  year  during  three  days  at 
Eafter,  all  other  employments  in  the  ftate  are 
fufpended,  except  thofe  of  the  bannerets  and  the 
feizeniers,  who,  during  this  fufpenfion,  are  in- 
verted with  a  power  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Roman 
cenfors.  In  cafe  of  mal-adminiftration,  they 
may  remove  any  member  from  the  Great  Coun- 
<£,  or  from  the  Senate :  but  it  is  a  power  which 
they  never  exercife ;  and  fhould  they  think  pro- 
per to  exert  it,  the  fentence  rauft  be  confirmed 
by  that  council.  ' 

The  principal  magiftrates  are,  two  advoyere, 
the  two  treafurers,  and  the  four  bannerets :  they 
are  each  of  them  chofen  by  a  majority  of  voices 
in  the  Sovereign  Council,  and  are  yearly  con- 
firmed in  their  refpe&ive  offices.  The  advoyers 
hold  their  poft  for  life ;  the  treafurers,  fix  years; 
and  the  bannerets,  four.  At  Eafter  the  advoyer 
in  office  delivers  up  his  authority,  in  full  coun- 
cil, to  his  colleague.  The  reigning  advoyer  fits 
on  an  elevated  feat,  under  a  canopy,  and  the 
feal  of  the  republic  lies  upon  the  table  before 
him.  He  never  delivers  his  opinion  except  it  is 
demanded ;  he  enjoys  no  vote  unlefs  the  num- 
bers are  equal;  and  in  that  cafe,  he  has  the 
calling  voice.  The  advoyer  out  of  office,  is  the 
firft  fenator  in  rank,  and  prefideht  of  the  fecret 
council. 

The  two  treafurers,  one  for  the  German 
diftrift,  and  the  other  fot  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
form,  in  corijundion  with  the  four  bannerets, 

Council  be  the  only  one  of  his  jtribe,  he  becomes  feizenier  of 
coarfe,  provided  he  is  eligible.  In  order  to  be  feizenier*  the, 
candidate  rauft  be  married,  or  a  widower,  and  have  neither 
his  father  or  brother  in  the  fenate/ 


an 
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an  ceconomical  chamber,  or  council  of  finances: 
this  council  examined  and  pafles  the  accounts  of 
the  bailift,  and  receives  the  revenues  of  all  thofe 
who  are  accountable  to  government*  The  four 
bannerets,  together  with  the  advoyer  out  of  of* 
fice,  the  fenior  treafurer,  and  two  members  of 
the  fenate,  compofe  a  committee  or  fecret  coun- 
cil ;  in  which  all  ftate  affairs*  that  require  fe- 
crtfy,  are  difcuffed.  <        ^         £ 

I  have  only  described  thefe  eight  magiftracies* 
as  being  the  chief  offices  of  the  ftate,.  and  exer- 
cised by  members  of  the  Senate.  But  although 
the  general  form  of  this  constitution  is  entirely 
ariftocratical;  and  the  Senate  poffeffea  a  very 
confiderable  influence;  yet  it  does  not  enjoy 
that  alrooft  e$clufive  authority,  which  is  _ohfcrv- 
able  in  many  ariftocratical  governments.  For, 
by  feveral  wife  and  well-obferved  regulations, 
the  Sovereign  Council,  although  it  delegates  the 
mod  important  concAns  of  government  to  the 
Senate ;  yet  afiembles,  at  dated  times,  and  fu« 
peri n tends  the  adminift ration  of  public  affairs. 

It  may  alfo  be  remarked,  that  although  the 
antient  houfes  retain  very  confiderable  influence, 
and  are  more  readily  entrufted  with  the  admU 
niftration  of  affairs;  yet  that  the  principal  charge* 
of.  government  are  not  exclufively  confined  to 
them;  many  new  families  being  always  admitted 
into  the  Sovereign  Council  on  every  ele&ion* 
It  muft  nevertheless  be  acknowledged,  that,  as 
the*  citizens  are  continually  diminifhing,  and 
their  vacancies  are  never  fupptied ;  it  would  well 
become  fo  wife  a  government  to  receive  occa- 
fionally  new  families  into  the  burgherfhip,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  ill  cffefts  arifing  from  the 
partial  and  narrow  fptrit  of  too  confined  an  oli- 
garchy. 
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*  garchy.  Government  is  administered  through- 
out its  fever  al  departments  with  great  precision ; 
and  every  ordinance  is  executed  with  as  much 
difpatch  as  in  a  monarchical  ftate.  The  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs  is  carried  on  with  grot  wif* 
dom  and  moderation;  and  the  rulers  are  parti- 
cularly cautious  not  to  encroach  upon  the  privi- 
leges of  die  fuhjeft. 

The  canton  of  Berne  is  divided  into  a  certain 
number  of  diftri&s,  called  bailliages ;  over 
which,  bailife  are  chofen  from  the  Sovereign 
Council :  and,  thefe  pofts  being  the  raoft  pro* 
fitable  in  the  difpofal  of  government,  are  the 
great  objeds  of  genecal  purfuit.  Formerly  the 
I  bailife,  taken  indifferently  from  the  Senate  or 

Great  Council,  were  nominated  by  the  banne- 
rets ;  .but  as  this  method  rendered  the  members 
)  entirely  dependent  upon  thofe  wh<?  had  the  chief 

credit  and  influence  in  the  commonwealth;   the 
I  mode  of  election  was  altered  in  17  ia,  and  they 

are  now  chofen  by  lot.     No  competitor,  how- 
t  ever,   can  be  received  as  a  candidate,  in  oppofi- 

tion  to  a  more  antient  member  of  the  Great 
Council :  for  inftance,  he  who  was  admitted  in 
17669  cannot  (land  againft  one  who  was  chofen 
m  1756.  None  but  married  men  or  widowers . 
are  capable  of  being  ele&ed  into  this  office ;  nor 
t  can  any  perfon  occupy  more  than  once  the  prin- 

cipal bailliages:   thofe  of  a  lefs  valuable  kind 
may  be  poflefled  three  times* 

The  feveral  bailifs  are  reprefentatives  of  the 

fovereign   power   in  their    refpeftive    diftrifts. 

r  They  enforce  the  editts  of  government ;    colleft 

L  the  public  revenues ;  ad  as  juftices  of  the  peace  j 

¥  and  are  judges  in  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  ex- 

1  cept 
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cept  where  there  is  any  local  #  jurifdiftion.  In 
civil  caufes,  beyond  a  certain  value,  an  appeal 
lies  to  the  courts  of  Berne :  in  criminal  affairs, 
the  procefs  is  made  out  in  the  bailifs  court,  un- 
dergoes a  revifion  in  the  fenate,  and  is  referred 
to  the  criminal  chamber,  which  infli&s  punifli- 
ment  for  fmall  mifdemeanors.  In  capital  cafes, 
thefentence  mult  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
and  by  the  Sovereign  Council,  if  the  delinquent 
is  a  citizen  of  Berne.  The  bailif  delivers  his 
accounts  to  the  ceconomtcal  chamber,  to  which 
court  an  appeal  lies,  in  cafe  of  exattion,  either 
-  on  the  part  of  the  bailif,  or  of  his  officers :  and 
with  refpett  to  thofe  mifdemeanors  that  are  pu- 
niihable  by  fine,  and  of  which  the  bailif  is  en- 
titled to  a  lhare;  the  proportion  of  the  refpeftive 
penalties  is  fettled  by  the  legislature  with  the 
mod  fcrupulous  exadnefs,  and  not  left  to  the 
arbitrary  decifion  of  an  interefted  ju  Jge. 

Although  from  all  thefe  confiderations  it  fhould 
feem,  that  every  poffible  precaution  has  been 
taken  by  government  to  prevent  the  extortions 
of  the  bailifs,  yet  inftances  have  not  been  want* 
ing  to  prove,  that  thefe  wife  and  ftrift  regula- 
tions may  be  eluded :  but  it  is  no  lefs  certain, 
.that  where  bailifs  have  been  guilty  of  oppref- 
fions^  frequent  examples  occur  of  their  being 
impartially  and  feverely  punifhed. 

The  profits  of  this  office  arife  from  the  pro- 
duce of  the  demefnes,  of  the  tithes,  and  certain 
duties  paid  to  government  in  the  refpe&ive 
bailliages.    In  fome  parts  of  the  German  divi- 

*  The  lord  of  the  eftate  of  Diefbach  enjoys/ within  his 
own  lands,  the  fame  poweis,  in  criminal  affairs,  as  are  pot 
fefled  by  the  bailifs  in  their  refpedire  diftri&s. 

3  *  fiott. 
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lion,  the  bailif  is  entitled,  upon  the  death  of 
every  peafant,  to  a  determinate  part  of  the  in- 
heritance :  although  his  (hare  is  very  inconfider- 
able,  yet  in  fome  fituations  it  may  prove  an  op- 
preffive  tax  upon  the  family.  This  tax  is  the 
only  inftance  that  has  fallen  under  my  know- 
ledge, where  the  peafants  of  this  canton  are  li- 
able to  any  impofition,  which  can  juftly  be 
deemed  grievous. 

Although  there  are  no  (landing  armies  in  Switz- 
erland ;  yet  in  many  of  the  cantons,  and  parti- 
cularly in  Berne,  the  militia  is  fo  well  regulated, 
that  government  could  aflemble  a  very  confider. 
able  body  of  men  at  a  moment's  warning.  To 
this  end,  every  male  at  the  age  of  fixteen  is  en* 
rolled  in  the  militia j  and  about  a  third  of  the 
whole  number  are  formed  into  particular  regi- 
ments, compofed  of  fufileers  and  ele&ionaries ; 
the  former  confifting  of  batchelors,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  married  men.  Every  perfon  thus  enrolled, 
is  obliged  to  provide  himfelf,  at  his  own  expence, 
with  an  uniform,  a  muiket,  and  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  powder  and  ball :  and  no  peafant  is  al* 
lowed  to  marry,  unlefs  he  produces  his  uniform 
and  arms.  Every  year  a  certain  number  of  offi- 
cers, who  are  called  Land  Majors,  are  deputed 
by  the  council  of  war,  throughout  the  canton, 
to  infpe&  the  arms  of  the  foldiers ;  to  complete 
the  regiments ;  to  exercife  the  militia :  and  upon  . 
their  return  they  make  their  report  to  that  coun- 
cil. Befide  this  annual  review,  the  regiinents 
are  oc&fionally  exercifed  by  veteran  foldiers,  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe. 

Beiide  the  arms  in  the  arfenaiof  Berne,  a  cer- 
tain quantity  is  alfo  provided,,  in  the  arfenal  of 
each  bailliage,  fufficient  for  the  militia  of  that 

Vol.  IL  C  diftrift-, 
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difttid ;  and  Hkewife  a  Aim  of  tiioh&f  alhounfihg 
(o  three  months  pay,  which  id  appropriated  td 
the  eleftionarie$  in  cafe  of  aftustl  fervice*  Th* 
dragoons  are  chofen  ffdih  the  fubftftntfal  faftnersj 
as  each  pet fon  is  obliged  td  fcrcflride  his  hdrfe  and 
accoutrements.  In  time  of  pefcce*  the  advoyef 
dijt  of  office,  is  prefident  of  the  eouiietl  pf  war, 
and  a  member  of  that  council  H  commander  bf 
the.  militia  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud;  but  during  waf 
a  general  in  chief  is  nominated,  who  commands 
the  forces  of  the  republic. 

A  certain  number  of  regiments  being  thus  aU 
Ways  in  readinefs,  fighals  Are  fifcid  on  the  higheft 
part  of  each  bailliage,  fot  aflefribling  the  militia 
at  a  particular  place  in  each  diftrift;  to  here  they 
receive  ordets  for  marching. 

Before  I  clofe  this  letter >  I  (hall  juft  friMitiott 
an  inftitutioft  called  the  Exierfor  Stale,  as  refriark- 
able  for  its  Angularity  as  it*  utility.  It  is  a  mo* 
del  of  the  Sovereign  Council,  ahd  is  compofetf 
of  thofe  burghers,  who  have  not  attained  the  ag* 
requifite  for  entering  into  that  Council.  It  haft 
a  Great  Council,  a  Senate,  ttord  adVoyefs,  trea- 
furers,  bannerets,  and  feizeniers }  all  of  whom 
are  chofen  in  the  ufual  maniief,  and  with  the 
accuftomed  ceremonies.  The  poft  of  advoyer  lit 
this  mimic  community  is  folicfted  With  great  a& 
fiduity,  and  fometimes  obtained  fat  a  confiderabte 
expence ;  as  the  fuccefsful  candidate  h  ahfray* 
admitted  into  the  Great  Couhcil,  without  aiiy 
farther  recommendation,  llris  body  poffeffes  a 
certain  number  of  bailliages,  which  confift  of 
feveral  ruined  caftles  difpef fed  over  the  canton : 
It  has  alfo  its  common  treafure*  and  its  debts. 
In  this  latter  article,  however,  it  -by  no  means 
refembles  the  a&ual  government  of  Berrte,  which 

is 
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is  not  only  free  from  debts,  but  poffeffed  of  a 
very  confiderable  fund  in  referve. 

This  remarkable  inftitution,  may  be  confidered 
as  a  political  feminary  for  the  youth  of  Berne. 
It  renders  them  acquainted  with  the  forms  of  the 
conftitution  ;  and,  as  the  members  debate  upon 
all  kinds  of  political  fubje&s,  afford*  them  an 
opportunity  of  exercifing  and  improving  their  ta- 
lents, and  by  that  means  of  becoming  more  ca- 
pable of  ferving  the  public,  whenever  they  may 
be  admitted  to  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftratfoh'of 
government. 

1  am,  Sec. 
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Biographical  and  Literary  Anecdote*  of  Halter* 


DERNE  has  produced  few  men  highly  emi- 
nent in  literature j  but  has  eftablifhed  her  glory 
in  being  the  birth-place  of  the  celebrated  Haller. 
Albert  Haller  *,  the  youngeft  of  fiye  brothers* 
was  born  on  the  16th  of  October,  1708.    Hid 

father, 

#  The  materials  for  this  biographical  (ketch,  art  chiefly  col* 
lefted  from  the  following  lives  of  this  great  man,  which,  as  I 
was  informed,  by  his  elded  fon,  fince  deceafed,  are  thofe  to 
which  nod  credit  may  be  given.  1.  Leben  dee  Hem  vom 
Hatter,  by  George  Zimmerman.  Zuric,  1755.  The  author 
was  the  difciple  and  friend  of  Haller.  2.  Lobred*  auf  Hetrn 
Albrtcbt  von  Haller  y  von  Hertn  von  Baltbafar,  Baiel,  1776. 
The  author  was  Haller'*  intimate  friend,  and  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  principal  events  of  his  life.  He  is  the 
lame  gentleman  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  vol.  i.  of  this 
work.  .9.  Lobnde  auf  Herrn  Albert  Haller.  Durch,  V.  B.' 
TJcbamerdee  Groffen  katbs,  fcfr.  Berne,  1778.  Mr.  Tfcharner* 
being  a  native  of  Berne,  and  an  intimate  acqnainunce  of  Hal* 
kr,  his  account  deierves  implicit  credit.  He  was  author  of 
feveral  efteemed  works  on  the  topography  and  hiftory  of  Switz- 
erland. He  died  in  17789  a  fliort  time  after  he  had  pnA 
■ovneed  this  panegyric  on  his  deceafed  friend.  4.  Eloge  If£ 
Jtortque  £  Albert  de  Haller \  avec  un  Catalogue  de  Jet  Oevvrtt* 
.  Geneve*  J778.  Sennebierr  the  writer  of  this  eulogium,  is 
well  known  as  the  learned  author  af  B'Motbeque  de  Geneve^ 

and 
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lather,  Emanuel  Haller,  a  citizen  of  Berne, 
prafiifed  the  law  as  an  advocate  with  great  fuc- 
cefe  y  and  in  17139  removed  from  the  capital  to 
Baden,  where  he  was  appointed  fecretary  of  that 
bailliage. 

Although  many  accounts  are  ufually  related 
concerning  the  early  genius  of  diftmguifhed  per- 
fons,  which  do  not  always  deferve  implicit  cre- 
dit; yet  the  premature  abilities  and"  application 
of  Haller  are  incoiiteftibly  proved.  When  he 
had  fcarcely  attained  his  fifth  year  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  write  the  new  words,  which  he  iecoU 
lefted  to  have  heard  in  the  Courfe  of  the  day. 
His  progrefs  in  the  languages  was  fo  rapid,  that 
in  his  tenth  year  he  could  tranflate  from  the 
Greek,  and  compofed  for  his  own  private  life  a 
Chaldaic  grammar,  a  Greek  and  Hebrew  lexi- 
con. His  paffion  for  letters  was  alio  fo  general 
and  ardent,  that,  about  the  fame  period,  he 
abridged  from  Bayle  and  Moreri  an  hiftorical 
dictionary,  comprizing  above  two  thoufand  lives, 
and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  a  fetire  in  Latin 

and  of  HMoir*  Llteraire  de  Genetx.  He  informs  as,  that  he 
received  feveral  anecdotes  from  the  family  of  Haller. 

Many  other  panegyrics  and  lives  of  Haller  have  been  pub* 
Kihed  in  various  nans  of  Europe;  but  as  they  were  raoftly 
written  by  thofe  who  were  not  perfonaJly  acquainted  with  him9 
I  hare  not  cited  diem  as  authorities.  His  loo  mentions  nine* 
teen  lives  and  panegyrics  of  his  father,  that  had  fallen  under 
his  notice  in  1784.  See  Bibl.  Schweit.  Gefhic.  vof.  ii.  N* 
882—906.  I  have  been  enabled  to  add  feveral  anecdotes 
which  I  procured  at  Berne,  and  from  his  eldeft  Jon  the  late 
baiiif  of  Nyon, 

The  completed  lift  of  Hatter's  works  is  to  be  found  in  the 
6&  volume  of  "  EptBoU  ad  HallenimJcribU."  Berne,  1775. 
His  fubfequent  publications  may  be  fupplied  from  Sennebier's 
analogue* 

verfc 
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verfe  againft  bis  preceptor  Abraham  Baillodz,  a 
perfon  of  ronfiderable  learning,  lyut  of  a  capri- 
cious and  morofe  difpofition. 

Such  unwearried  application,  and  fuch  afto- 
nifhing  progrefs,  in  a  youth  of  his  years,  ought 
to  have  infured  the  approbation  and  encourage- 
ment of  his  family.  On  the  contrary,  his  fa- 
ther, who  had  deftined  him  to  the  law,  reproved 
his  growing  tafte  for  polite  literature,  was  par- 
ticularly offended  at  his  inclination  for  poetry,  as 
likely  to  draw  him  from  the  feverer  occupations, 
and  objected  to  the  variety  of  his  purfuits  as  top 
defultory  and  fuperficial.  He  did  not  consider, 
that,  during  childhood,  the  principal  requifite  of 
education  is  to  infufe  a  tafte  for  application  in 
general ;  and,  that  when  the  bafe  of  education  is 
rendered  as  broad  as  poifible,  it  may  always,  like 
a  pyramid,  be  reduced  to  a  point.  But  neither 
his  father's  repeated  exhortations,  nor  his  pre- 
ceptor's fevere  admonitions,  could  oblige  the 
youth  to  confine  his  ftudies  to  one  objed,  or 
check  his  infatiable  thirft  for  general  informal 
tion. 

In  this  manner  he  was  educated  until  1721, 
when,  on  his  father's  death,  he  was  removed  to 
the  public  fchool  at  Berne.  He  was  placed  in  a 
clais  far  above  his  age;  and  ufually  wrote  in 
Gxeek  the  exercife,  which  he  was  expefted  to 
compofe  in  the  Latin  tongue. 

In  1723,  he  obtained  permiflion  to  accom- 
pany a  young  friend  to  Bienne,  in  order  to  be  in* 
ftru&ed  in  philofophy  by  the  father  of  his  com- 
panion, who  was  a  celebrated  phyfician.  But 
his  new  preceptor  being  a  bigot  to  the  Cartefian 
fchool,  Haller  fooft  reje&ed  with  difdain  that 
logic  and  philofophy,  which  tended  to  cramp 

hjs 
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his  genius   rather  than  extend  hi*  knowledge; 

and  continued  to  cultivate  biftory,  poetry,  and 

polite  literature,   but  with  as  little  order  and 

method  as  might  b$  ekpofted  from  hi*  years. 

.  Haller,  during  hi*  refidence  at  Bienne,  began 

a  cuftom,  whieh  he  afterward*  followed  through 

life,  that  of  writing  his  opinion  of  the  books 

vhich  he  perufed,  aad  waking  Jarge  extra&s 

from  them.     His  genius  being  aJfo  awakened  by 

the  romantic  fcenery  of  the  country  to  poetical 

epthufiafm,  he  coiupefed  various  piecea  in  the 

epic,  dramatic,  aqd  lyric  ftylee,    He  w*s  at  thi* 

time  fo  entirely  abforbed  in  this*  favourite  ftudy, 

that,  on  a  fire  breaking  out  in  the  houfe  in 

which  he  refided,  he  ruined  into  his  apartment, 

and  refcued  his  poetry  from  the  flames,  leaving 

his  other  papers,  with  little  regret,  to  deftruc- 

tku*.     Afterwards,  when  a  more  mathre  age  had 

ripened  his  judgment,;  he  was  frequently  heard 

to  fay,  that  he  had  preferved  from  the  flames 

thofe  compofitioos  which  he  then  thought  the 

fined  productions  of  human  genius,  in  order  at 

a  future  period  to  eoafign  them  to  deitru&inn  as 

uHwprthy  of  his  pen  *. 

•  In 

*  Many  of  his  fciotaapfcen  have  confounded  tjicfc  two  farts*  ' 
aad,  frojn  a  natural  oroncnefs  to  exaggeration,  have  afTerted, 
that  at  Bienne,  Haller,  \yith  a  greatnefs  of  mind  above  his 
years,  burned  his  poetical  compositions,  from  a  f*rong  convic- 
tion, that  poetry  teamed  to  alienate  Ins  mind  from  the  fererer 
bodies :  ybercja3_,  the  very  contrary  happened,     rie  Jkve/d  his 
poencal  pieces  in  preference  to  his  Qttyer  papers,  and  burned 
them  afterwards,  oecaufc-they  w*u!d  have  disgraced  his  rcpu- 
cation ;  although,  as  juvenile  productions,  they  were  not  wholly 
without  merit.     I  have  in  this  inflance  preferred  the  authority 
of  his  particular  friends,  Bajthafar  and  Tfcharner,  to  his  other 
biographers,  who  ha4  not  fuch  opportunities  of  obtaining  the 
truth.     JJefides,  as  a  coDfiripaupQ  of  their  evidence,  Haller 

did 
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In  this  period  of  his  life,  Haller  compares' 
himfelf  to  a  wild  plant,  -which  is  left  to  grow 
without  pruning;  and  this  very  circumftance  was 
probably  the  principal  caufe  of  his  future  profi- 
ciency, and  the  foundation  of  that  univetfal 
knowledge,  to  which  he  afterwards  attained. 

He  had  been  originally  intended  for  the  law : 
but  his  a&ive  miv.d  could  not  fubmit  to  follow  a 
profeffion  which  would  limit  his  inquiries ;  which 
entirely  depended  on  precedent  and  authority; 
and  which,  to  ufe  his  own  quotation  from  Horace, 
in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Bonnet,  obliged  him* 

Jvrart  t*  verba  nagifiru 

And  although  he  could  not  fubmit  to  the  fhackle* 
of  that  narrow  philofophy,  fo  ftrongly  recom- 
mended and  enforced  by  his  new  preceptor,  yef 
he  appears  to  have  been  principally  determined 
by  his  advice  to  dedicate  himfelf  to  phytic;  the 
ftudy  of  which  comprehends  fuch  a  variety  of 
literary  purfuits,  as  feemed  congenial  to  the  zeal 
and  a&ivity  of  his  capacious  mind.  He  had  no 
fooner  formed  this  refolution,  than  he  adopted, 
a  more  regular  and  uniform  plan,  than  he  had 
hitherto  been  able  to  purfue.  For  this  purpofe 
he  removed,  towards  the  end  of  1723,  to  the 
univerfity  of  Tubingen,  where  he  profecuted  his 
ftudies  with  that  unwearied  application,  which 
never  forfook  him,  under  the  profeflbrs  Elias 
Camerarius  and  Du  Vernoy.  From  Camerarius 
he  learned  thpfe  found  principles  of  rational  phi- 

lofophy, 

did  not  intermit  hfo  poetical  ftudies ;  and  wrote  at  Tubingen 
his  Morgtn-gedanlen  and  Sebn-Sucht^  which  are  the  earlieft 
fpecimena  be  cvetlgare  to  the  public 
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kJophy,  which  teach  us  firft  to  doubt,  and  after- 
wards to  believe;  and  which  are  as  far  removed 
from  credulity  oA  one  hand,  as  from  fcepticiiin 
on  the  other.     From  the  lectures  of  Du  Vernoy 
he  imbibed  his  firft  tafte  for  botany,  and  made 
fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  the  ftudy  of  anatomy,  that 
his  mailer  predicted,:  from  feverai  diifertations, 
his  future  proficiency  in  that  line.      Notwith- 
ftanding*,  however,  his  ftrong  and  invariable  at* 
tachment  to  thefe  two  branches  of  natural  hiftory, 
he  reprefents  hirafelf  as  ftudying,  invitd  Minerva^ 
againft:  nature;   anatomy  though  he  could  not 
fupport  bad  fmells,  and  botany  though  he  was 
extremely  fhort-fighted-     At  Tubingen  he  alio 
diftinguifted  his  knowledge  in  mineralogy  by 
refuting  the  error  of  Tournefort,  in  afcribing  to 
fofiils  a  vegetating  power. 

During  his  continuance  in  that  univerfity,  be 
gave  an  inftance  of  his  early  controul  over  his 
paffions;  a  difficult  conqueft  for  a  young  man  of 
ftrong  feelings  and  lively  imagination.  A  fingle 
deviation  into  excefs,  into  which  he  had  been 
hurried  by  the  example  of  fome  of  his  fellow* 
pupils,  fo  greatly  affe&ed  a  perfon  like  him,  no 
left  enamoured  of  virtue,  than  fufceptible  of  in* 
genuous  fhame,  that  he  inftantly  formed  a  refb- 
Jution  to  abftain  from  wine;  and  adopted  a 
ftriftnefs  of  morals,  which  renders  highly  pro* 
hable  the  affertion  of  his  French  encomiaft,  the 
Marquis  de  Condorcet,  that  he  was  defcended 
from  a  family,  in  which  piety  might  be  faid  to 
be  hereditary. 

In  1725,  Haller  repaired  to  Leyden,  to  which 
place  he  was  drawn  by  the  great  reputation  of 
Boerhaave.  Here  he  found  a  more  ample  field 
for  a  difplay  of  his  abilities,  and.  the  improve* 

..  m    ment 
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ment  of  his  mind*  He  became  the  fjOTMpk* 
fcholar  of  Boerhaave,  by  whofe  example  and  en- 
couragement he  ftrcngthefted  bk  growing  ineii- 
nation  for  botany.  He  noted  down  his  matter's 
le&ures  on  the  Inftitutcs  ef  Medicine  with  fiich 
precifion,  as  afterwards  gave  birth  to  one  qf  hit 
mod  ufeful  publications.  He  continued  his  ana- 
tomical 'ftudies  under  Albinus,  juft  then  fifing 
into  fame,  and  the  venerable  Ruyfch,  who  to 
highly  improved  the  art  of  injecting  anatomical 
preparations. 

The  precarious  ftate  of  his  health,  probably 
occafioned,  or  at  leaft  increafed,  by  his  inte^fe 
application,  induced  him  to  accompany  two  of 
his  countrymen  through  part  of  Germany.  On 
his  return,  in  1726,  he  received  his  do&gr's  de- 
gree, though  only  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his 
age ;  and  published  on  that  occafion  hie  4n- 
mugural  dlfiertation  dt  Du8n  falivali  CofchwU 
uiano. 

In  1727  he  vifited  England*  waa  favourabiy 
received  by  Chefelden,  Douglas,  said  Sir  Hans 
Sloane ;  and  improved  his  knowledge  of  me- 
dicine and  furgery  under  the  aufpLces  of  thpfc 
celebrated  men,  and  by  diligently  attending  the 
hofpitals. 

At  Paris,  whither  he  next  direfted  his  courfe, 
he  ftudied  botany  under  Geoffroy  and  Juffieu ; 
anatomy  under  Le  Dran  and  Vinflow,  a  cele- 
brated jiirgeon.  Vinflow  was  indeed  his  favou- 
rite matter,  to  whom  he  particularly  attached 
himfelf ;  whom  he  propofed  to  his  difciples  as 
the  beft  model  for  their  imitation,  as  an  anato- 
mift,  who,  fhackled  by  no  fyftem,  described 
fimply  and  faithfully  what  he  himfelf  obferved  in 
hh  diJTe&ions. 

»  k  Haller 
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Halter  had  propofod  t<r  continue  his  travels  to 
Italy,  that  country  where  medicinal  knowledge 
firft  revived  in  the  darker  ages,  and  where, 

«*  $m*  wakhlht  fovt \of  j 'acred fongf 

he  might  indulge  his  enthuiiafm  and  improve 
his  tafte  in  claffical  literature.  The  uncertain 
ftate  of  his  health,  the  maladie  du  pays  which  fa 
remarkably  affefts  the  Swift  in  foreign  parts? 
and  on  which  he  had  compofed  a  poem,  together 
with  the  advice  of  his  friends,  prevailed  over  his 
inclination,  and  induced  him  to  return  to  his 
native  country. 

In  his  way  to  Berne  he  flopped  at  Bade,  in 
order  to  ftudy  mathematics  and  algebra  under 
the  celebrated  John  Bernoulli ;  and  in  this,  as 
well  as  every  other  inftance  of  his  life,  applied 
with-fuch  indefatigable  perfeverance,  as  if  thofe 
fciences  were  to  form  the  fole  objeft  of  his  fu- 
ture refearehes.  His  proficiency  in  thefe  ftudies 
is  fofliciently  proved  by  feveral  treatifes  ftill  ex- 
tant in  manufcript,  which  he  compofed  on  arith- 
metic and  geometry,  and  particularly  by  his  re- 
marks on  the  Marquis  de  t'Hofpital's  Analyfis  of 
In&nitefimais  j  and  his  attachment  to  them  By 
his  being  deeply  employed  in  a  profound  calcu- 
lation on  the  day  of  his  marrir^e.  But  though 
he  made  fuch  a  progrefs  as  aftoniflied  Bernoulli 
himfeif,  he  continued  his  other  pursuits,  being 
appointed  to  read  le&ures  on  anatomy  during  the  j 

fiefcnefs  of  the  profeflfor :   while  he  fulfilled  the  | 

duties  of  that  office,  he  alfo  attended  the  le&ures  ' 

of  Tzmger  on  the  praftical  parts  of  medicine ;  J 

thus  at  the  fame  time  difplaying,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, J 

I 
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priety,  the  dignity  of  t  profeflbr,  and  die  humi- 
lity of  a  pupil* 

During  the  fummer  of  1729,  he,  in  company 
with  his  friend  John  Gefher,  made  an  excursion 
into  the  mountains  of  Switzerland;  an  excuriion 
rendered  memorable  by  its  fuggefting  to  him  the 
plan  of  a  Flora  Helvetica*  and  by  mfpiring  hie 
poem  on  the  Alps,  which  he  compofed  in  the 
21ft  year  of  his  age;  a  poem  as  fublime  and  im- 
mortal as  the  mountain*  which  are  the  fubjeft  of 
his  fong.     Not  to  interrupt  thefe  biographical 
anecdotes  with  a  chronological  detail  of  his  po- 
etical produ&ions,  I  (hall  juft  mention,  that,  not 
long  after  bis  poem  on  the  Alps,  he  wrote  his 
ethic  epiftles,  on  the  Imperfection  of  Human 
Virtue,  on  Superftitionvand  Infidelity,   on  the 
Origin  of  Evil,  on  the  Vanity  of  Honour,  Va- 
rious Satires,  Doris,  a  Paftoral  on  his  firft  wife, 
and  his  much  admired  Elegy  on  her  death*    It 
is  a  convincing  proof  of  Haller's  verfatile  genius 
and  extraordinary  mental  powers,  that  he  fhould 
have  fo  eminently  excelled  in  poetry,  which, 
except  in  his  early  youth,  he  never  confidered 
otherwife  than  as  an  amufement,  either  to  footh 
him  under  affli&ions,  and  in  the  bed  of  ficknefe, 
qT  to  confole  him  for  the  envy  and  negleft  of  his 
contemporaries. 

The  foundeft  German  critics  place  Haller 
among  the  mod  eminent  of  their  poets ;  and  con* 
fider  fublimity  as  the  grand  chara&eriftic  of  his 
writings.  They  acknowledge,  that  he  improved 
the  harmony  and  richnefs  of  his  native  tongue ; 
that  he  poffefled  the  higheft  powers  of  invention 
and  fancy;  great  originality  both  in  his  ideas 
and  language;  that  he  is  the  true  colourift  of 
nature ;  that  he  founded  the  depths  of  metaphy- 
1  fical 
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fical  and  moral  fcience ;  that  he  equally  excels 
in  pi&urefque  defcriptions,  in  foft  and  delightful 
imagery,  in  elevated  fentiments,  and  philosophi- 
cal precifion.  A  few  fupercilious  critics  have 
reproached  his  poetry  with  occaflonal  obfcuritiesj 
and  accufe  him  of  having  introduced  a  new  lan- 
guage affeftedly  averfe  to  the  common  modes  of 
didhon.  Cold  critidfm  may  cenfure ;  but  twenty- 
two  fucceffive  editions  of  his  German  poems, 
and  the  tranflation  of  them  into  the  principal 
languages  of  Europe,  prove,  that  they  poiTefs 
the  great  aim  of  poetry,  that  of  pleafing  and  in- 
terefting  the  reader.  And  it  may  be  remarked 
with  truth,  that  although  Halter's  ftupendous 
labours  in  erudition  and  fcience  render  his  poeti- 
cal talents  of  inferior  account ;  yet  that  if  he 
had  confined  himfelf  to.  poetry,  that  alone  would 
have  immortalized  his  name. 

But  it  is  time  to  follow  Haller  to  his  native 
city,  where  he  returned,  in  1729,  expe&ing 
from  his  countrymen  that  refpeft  and  patronage, 
he  had  fo  liberally  received  abroad.  He  had, 
however,  the  mortification  to  experience  that 
negleft,  and  even  envy,  to  which  every  man  of 
genius  is  expofed  in  his  own  country,  and  which 
he  feems  to  have  augmented  by  his  fatirical  com- 
pofitions. 

He  continued  three  years  without  having  the 
intereft  to  procure  any  public  employment;  and, 
though  he  prevailed  on  Government  to  eftablilh 
an  anatomical  theatre,  and  gave  le&ures  gratis ; 
yet  he  did  not  fucceed  in  obtaining  the  place  of 
phyfician  to  the  hofpital,  which  he  much  defired. 
He  alfo  folicited  a  profeffoilhip,  and  was  again 
repulfed.  He  feems  to  have  fenfibly  felt  thefe 
disappointments ;  and  he  expreffed  his  impatience . 

and 
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and  indignation  in  ftis  fatirioal  paenm  Iijftead, 
however,  of  damping  his  activity  or  abating  the 
ardour  of  his  genius*  he  redoubled  his  applica- 
tion and  fervices  in  order  to  force  hitnfelf  into 
public  notice  '- 

The  firft  diftlnguHhing  tribute  to  his  literary 
talents  was  paid  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Upfala, 
which,  in  1735,  chofe  him  a  member.      This 
election  was  the  prelude  to  more  honourable  and 
beneficial  employments.     In  the  fame  year  his 
countrymen  at  length  acknowledged  his  merit, 
by  Appointing  him.  director  of  in  hofpital.  and 
public  librarian.     In  the  former  firtuation  he  dif* 
tinguifhcd  himfelf  by  his  seal  and  h unguilty ;  in 
the  latter,  he  bellowed  great  pains  in  arranging 
the  library,  and  in  forming  the  firfl  Catalogue- 
Scarcely  any  branch  of  literature,  however  re* 
mote  from  his  ufual  occupations,  was  omitted 
by  Haliet,  whenever  an  opportunity  prefeftted 
itfelf,  either  of  improving  his  general  knowledge* 
or  of  being  ufeful  to  fcience*     Finding  in  tha 
public  library  a  collection  of  antient  itiedahit, 
which  had  been  hitherto  negle&ed ;  he  took  con* 
fiderable  pleafure  in  claffing  thercu  .  His  love  of 
biftfcry  led  him  to  pay  great  attention  to  the  ftudy 
of  medals,  which  he  juiUy  confidered  at  the  moft 
authentic  documents  of  hiftorical  truth,  and  the 
mart  certain  monuments  to  afcertain  the  ever* 
fluctuating  ftate  of  language. 

His  literary  reputation  began  now  to  fpread 
itfelf  by  various  botanical,  anatomical,  and  me* 
dical  publications,  and  by  a  collection  of  poems*, 
which  firfl:  made  its  appearance  hi  173  a. 

*  Verfutb  Schmit%erifchcS  Gcutchlt.  The  bell  edition  is 
printed  at  lkrfie,   1775. 

At 
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At  length,  in  £736*  he  received,  unfolicited 
en  hid  part,  the  offer  of  the  profefTorfhip  of  phy* 
fie,  botany,  and  furgery,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Gottingett,  newly  eftabliihed  by  George  the  Se- 
cond. Notwithstanding,  however,  all  the  ad* 
vantages  and  honours  which  accompanied  this 
offerf  he,  for  fome  time,  hefitated  whether  he  , 
fliould  accept  it.  He  had,  in  1731,  efpoufed  a 
young  lady  of  good  family,  whofe  great  beauty 
and  accomplifhments  were  rendered  ftill  more 
endearing  by  her  affe&iohate  fubfervieney  to  his 
manner  of  life.  She  had  brought  him  three 
children ;  and  thefe  ties  attached  him  more 
ftfongiy  to  his  native  place,  where  his  merits  had 
pteeUf ed  him  many  fincete  friends ;  and  the  air 
of  which  he  confldered  as  in  fothe  refpeft  necef* 
fery  for  the  continuance  of  his  health.  On  the 
edfltfttfy,  the  honour  of  being  invited  by  fo  great 
a  monarch,  the  dignity  of  the  eftablifnment  tri 
Whteh  he  was  called,  and  the  confideratioii  of 
having  a  more  ample  theatre  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  knowledge,  induced  him  to  remove 
le  Gottingem 

He  quitted,  however^  Berne  with  much  re- 
gret; prefeging,  as  it  were,  the  heavy  ftfoke 
whfch  overtook  him  foott  after  his  arrival  in  thaf 
uttiverfity.  He  loft  his  wife.  The  death  of  his 
beloved  Marianne,  whofe  memory  he  has  cele- 
brated in  a  pathetic  elegy,  afiUfted  him  fo  deeply, 
that  it  almoft  brought  him  to  the  grave.  In  this 
crirts  of  defpondency  he  redoubled  his  applica- 
tion, as  the  moft  probable  means  of  fubduing 
his  forrow ;  and  the  duties  of  his  ftation  forced 
him  from  the  contemplation  of  his  own  grief* 
into  public  life. 


During 
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During  Seventeen  years,  in  which  he  redded  at 
Gottingen,  where  his  abilities  expanded  in  pro 
portion  as  his  opportunities  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge increafed ;  he  obtained  from  government 
the  eftabliihment  of  a  botanical  garden,  which  he 
fuperintended,  of  an  anatomical  theatre,  a  fchool 
for  midwifery,  and  a  college  for  the  improve- 
ment of  furgery.  He  formed,  the  plan  for  a 
Royal  Society  of  Sciences,  of  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed perpetual  prefident. 

The  comprehenfive  mind  and  verfatile  genius 
of  Haller,  united  with  his  unremitting  diligence 
and  ardour  in  all  his  purfuits,  enabled  him  to 
cultivate,  with  uncommon  fuccefs,  a  variety  of 
knowledge.  Had  not  the  great  Swede  pre-occu- 
pied  the  field,  it  is  probable,  that  Haller  would 
have  flood  the  firft  among  his  contemporaries  as 
an  improver  of  botanical  knowledge  *•  Yet  bo- 
tany was  not  among  his  earlieft  purfuits,  for  he 
informs  us,  that  he  had  made  no  advances  in  it 
until  his  return  from  his  travels :  during  his  re- 
fidence  at  Bafle,  in  the  year  1728,  as  if  infpired, 
he  fays,  by  the  genius  of  that  place,  which  had 
nurtured  the  Bauhines,  and  where  at  that  period 
botany  was  fuccefsfully  cultivated  by  Stahelin, 
he  laid  the  defign  of  his  future  Flora.  From 
this  time  he  made  annual  journies  into  various 
parts  of  Switzerland,  and  principally  among  the 
-Alps*  He  cultivated  the  correfpondence  of  the 
mod  eminent  botanifts;  particularly  with  Scheut- 
2er,  Ludwig,  Linnaeus,  Van  Royen,  and  Dr. 

*  I  mould  not  ha?e  prefuraed  to  have  given  any  detailed 
account  of  Holler's  botanical,  medical,  or  anatomical  works, 
if  1  had  not  received  affiftance  on  thefe  fuVjccls  from  my  very 
judicious  friend  J>.  Pukeney. 

.      John 
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John  Gefher  of  Zuric,  who  had  alio  meditated 
a  defign  to  publifh  a  Swift  Flora,  and  freely 
communicated  his  materials  to  Haller. 

His  eftablifhment  at  Gottingen  afterwards  en* 
larged  his  views  and  opportunities ;  and  at  length, 
in  \JA2>  his  great  botanical  work  on  the  plant! 
of  Switzerland,  the  refuit  of  fourteen  years  ftudy, 
made  its  appearance.  It  wa9  entitled,  Enumera- 
tio  Methodic  a  Stirpium  Helvetia ,  in  2  vols,  folio. 
Jt  was  the  mod  copious  Flora  the  world  had  ever 
feen,  comprizing  1,840  fpecies,  and  was  enriched 
with  feveral  advantages,  that  rendered  it  Angu- 
larly acceptable.  The  preface  contains  a  com* 
pendious  geographical  defer iptiori  of  Switzerland, 
and  of  the  Alps  particularly ;  an  account  of  all 
.the  authors  who  had  written  on  the  plants  of  that 
country  j  the  recital  of  his  own  journies;  acknow*. 
Judgments  to  thofe  who  had  affifted  him ;  con- 
cluding with  the  order  and  method  he  means  to 
purfue  in  this  work. 

After  the  preface  follows  a  chronological  ac- 
count of  268  volumes,  which  he  cites  in  the 
work,  each  accompanied  by  a  general  charafter; 
in  which,  with  great  candour  and  impartiality, 
he  points  out  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  author^ 
in  the  manner  which  he  afterwards  purfued  in 
the  Methodic  Studii  Medici,  and  in  the  Bibliotheca 
Medicin*.  This  is  in  reality  a  very  ufeful  and 
entertaining  part  of  his  work,  inafmuch  as  it 
forms  almoft  a  hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of  the  fci- 
ence,  from  the  time  of  BfunfeMius  to  his  own. 

He  next  delineates  his  own  fyftem  of  botany, 
according  to  which  the  plants  are  difpofed* 
Throughout  this  great  work,  Haller  is  entirely 
jm  original:  not  fatisfying  himfelf  with  giving 
the  defcriptipns  of  former  writers  j  he  appears 
Yol.  II.  D  every 
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every  where  to  have  defcribed  the  plant  himfelf, 
and  to  have  formed  new  genera,  and  commonly 
new  fpecifical  chara&ers  for  the  whole,  accom- 
modated to  his  own  fyftem.  He  informs  us,  that 
it  was  his  custom  to  write  down  the  natural  cha- 
racters of  each  plant  on  the  day  he  found  it. 

In  treating  on  each  fpecies,  he  has  not  only 
added  a  moil  copious  number  of  fynonymes,  but, 
unfatisfied  with  Bauhine's  Pinax,  he  appears  to 
have  confulted  all  the  old  authors,  and  extricated 
their  fynonymes,  with  uncommon  diligence  and 
Angular  discrimination.  And  thefe  are  arranged, 
as  much  as  poffible,  in  chronological  order;  a 
method  highly  worthy  of  imitation,  as  it  exhibits 
at  one  view,  a  brief  hiftory  of 'the  plant,  by 
pointing  out  the  firft  difcoverer,  and  the  regions 
of  its  growth.  This,  to  the  curious  botanift,  is 
a  very  meritorious  part  of  Haller's  labour.  To 
each  is  fubjoined  a  fummary  account,  from  the 
beft  writers,  of  the  qualities  and  ufes,  both  (Eco- 
nomical and  medical.  The  work  is  embellifhed 
with  plates  of  fome  rare  fpecies,  remarkable  for 
their  exa&nefs  and  delicacy. 

Having,  in  1741,  obtained  from  the  king  of 
(Great  Britain  the  eftablifhment  of  the  phytic 
garden  at  Gottingen,  Haller  publifhed  the  fol- 
lowing year  a  catalogue  of  its  plants  This  was 
but  a  fmall  volume,  but  the  lift  ferved  to  (hew 
the  diligence  with  which  he  had  fulfilled  the  in- 
tention of  the  royal  founder.  In  1753,  he  much 
enlarged  it,  and  comprehended  the  plants  fpon- 
taneoufly  growing  in  the  environs,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  Black  For  eft.  He  informs  us  that 
this  volume  was  the  produ&ion  of  a  three  months 
yacation,  and  laments  that  the  importance  of  his 
other  avocations,  prevented  him  from  fulfilling 

his 
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his  intention  of  defcribing  the  plants  of  Germany 
at  large* 

This  little  work  is  curious,  fince  it  exempli- 
fies his  fyftem  as  extended  to  exotics,  of  which 
the  new  and  rare  kinds  are  herein  defcribed. 
But  the  fmall  fize  of  the  volume  precluded  the 
introduction  of  the  generical  chara&ef s. 

In  1745,  he  gratified  the  botanifts  by  anew 
edition  of  the  Flora  Jenenji:  of  Ruppius  ;  and, 
that  he  might  do  juitice  to  his  author*  he  took 
•a  journey  to  Jena,  where  he  gained  accefs  to  the 
papers  and  hortus  facia  of  the  author.  He  pre* 
fixed  to  this  book  anecdotes  of  this  extraordinary 
man ;  and,  by  reforming  the  whole,  and  aug- 
menting it  with  many  plants,  difcovered  by  him* 
felf,  he  in  forae  meafure  made  it  a  Flora  Germa* 
nica.  Thefe  performances  were  by  no  means 
the  termination  of  his  botanical  labours.  On 
his  return  to  Switzerland  he  continued  his  d|fco* 
veries  in  this  branch  of  natural  hiftory ;  he  alfio 
fent,  at  his  own  expence,  perfons  properly  qua- 
lified into  the  lefs  frequented  parts  of  Switzer- 
land. 

The  refult  appeared  in  a  new  edition  of  the 
Enumeration  ^  which  however  was  fo  much  im- 
proved and  altered,  that  he  confiders  it  as  a  new 
work.  It  was  publiflied  in  three  vols.  fol.  in 
1768,  under  the  title  of  Hijioria  Stirpium  indige* 
narum  Helvetia ,  incboata.  The  fubjeft  is  ar* 
ranged  in  his  own  method,  with  the  alteration 
however,  of  inverting  the  order  of  the  claffes, 
beginning  with  the  Compqfita,  or  the  Syngenefia 
clafs  of  Linnaeus,  and  ending  with  the  '.ryptoga* 
mia9  which  flood  firft  in  the  Enumeratio ;  both 
of  which  are  obje&ionable,  as  fubie&ing  the  ftu- 
dent  to  the  moil  difficult  parts  01  the  fyftem  at 
D  2  hig 
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his  entrance  6&  the  ftudy.  Several  idtereftrog 
particulars  of  the  former  publication  are  alfo 
emitted  in  thefe  volume*,  of  which  curious  bo- 
Unifts  will  much  regret  the  lofs :  for,  though  he 
has  inferred,  with  enlargement,  the  phyficai  geo* 
graphy  of  Switzerland,  together  with  the  ac- 
count of  thofe  authors  who  had  previoufly  inves- 
tigated the  plants  of  the  country,  and  has  recited 
his  own  excurfions  for  that  purpofe  ;  yet  he  has 
not  introduced  the  critical  catalogue  of  the  au- 
thors, fatisfying  himfeif  with  giving  a  bare  lift  of 
all  the  botanical  writings,  from  the  time  of  Theo- 
phraftus  to  the  year  1 768.  It  is  ftill  more  to  be 
regretted,  that  Haller  has  fuppreffed,  in  this  edi- 
tion, a  great  number  of  fynonymes  under  each 
plant)  inferring  only  a  few  of  thofe  of  later  date* 
it  may  further  be  remarked,  that  although  in  all 
pofiible  inftaAces  he  has  introduced  the  fyno- 
nymes of  Litiflaus,  yet  he  has,  unfortunately  foe 
fuch  at  ufe  the  work*  of  both,  omitted  Linnmis's 
trivial  names ;  a  circuioftance  which  renders  his 
book  much  left  ufefol  to  thofe  who  are  coftver* 
fant  in  the  fexual  fyftem.  Yet,  if  thef<p  are  de* 
fc&s,  they  are  detfbflefs  more  than  compenfated, 
by  the  innumerable  improvements  made  in  the 
descriptions,  both  of  the  genera  and  fpecies,  by 
the  great  addition  to  the  number  of  plants,  which 
are  extended  ftcnn  1840  to  2486,  of  which  more 
than  800  are  of  the  Cryptogamia  claft ;  Haller 
having,  after  Mieheli,  beyond  any  of  his  con* 
temporaries,  enlarged  the  orders  of  Fwjgi,  of 
which  he  tells  us,  he  had  the  paintings  *  more 
than  4D0  fpecies  drawn  under  his  own  infpe&ion* 
it  is  not,  however,  furpriaing,  that  Switzerland 
feould  produce  a  greater  variety  of  vegetables 
than  the  middle  parts  of  Europe;  when  we  re- 
flet 
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fie£t  that  the  alpine  fituations  afford  growth  to 
the  plants  of  the  ar&ic  regions,  and  the  warm 
▼allies  of  the  fame  country,  to  many  of  thoft 
common  to  fouthern.  The  value  of  this  edition 
k  much  enhanced  by  enlarging  the  obfervations 
on  the  ufes  of  plants ;  and  by  referring  to  his 
authorities  for  what  is  not  his  own,  with  his 
accuflomed  accuracy.  As  an  acceffion  to  this 
work,  it  may  be  added,  that  the  author  has,  in 
the  notes,  under  each  genus,  introduced  the 
plants  of  Theophraftus  and  Diofcorides,  in  as 
many  inftances  as  they  admit  of  being  ascer- 
tained. 

Few  botanifts  have  laboured  mote  than  Hal* 
ler;  and  yet  his  difcoveries  in  botany  occu* 
pied  6nly  a  comparatively  fmall  portion  of  his 
time."* 

To  fuch  as  feel  not,  in  the  fulled  extent,  that 
enttmfiafm  which  the  love  of  fcience  creates,  it 
may  appear  a  paradox  to  affert,  that  the  diflec* 
tion  of  human  bodies  could  be  a  pleafurable  em* 
ployment;  yet  Haller,  an  1742,  pronounced  an 
elegant  and  Spirited  eulogium,  in  the  univerfity 
ef  Gottingee,  to  prove  it ;  and  his  seal  in  the 
perfuit  of  anatomical  -difcoveries  was  attended 
with  uncommon  fuocefs.  He  feeing  early  to 
have  apprehended,  that  the  knowledge  0/  the 
diftribution  of  the  arterial  fyftem,  had  not  kept 
pace  with  that  of  the  bones,  mufcles,  nerves, 
and  vifcera,  which  had  been  Separately  and  ably 
treated  by  men  of  eminence.  Haller,  therefore, 
wifhed  to  ilhiftrate  more  perfectly  this  part  of 
die  human  body ;  and  he  gave  to  the  world  a 
more  complete  fyftem  on  the  fubjeft  than  had 
yet  appeared.  He  pubHflied  the  firft  part  of  that 
great  work  in  1743,  and  the  Jaft  in  1756.    Hii 

tra&s 
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tra&s  on  other  parts  of  anatomy,  when  colle&ed 
in  1768,  form  three  vols,  in  4to.  Thofe  who 
are  curious,  may  fee  an  enumeration  of  his 
many  difcoveries  in  anatomy  and  phyfiology,  at 
the  head  of  the  fixth  volume  of  his  Phyfiology ; 
and  although  fome  of  thefe  may  have  been  con* 
tefted  by  his  contemporaries ;  yet  his  unalienable 
right  to  mod  of  them,  and  the  light  particu- 
larly which  he  threw  upon  incubations,  offifica- 
tion,  irritability,  and  feveral  other  parfs  of  the 
animal  oeconomy,  will  unqueftionably  fecure  to 
him  a  large  and  honourable  (hare  of  fame  with 
pofterity. 

.Haller's  emoluments  augmented  as  his  merits 
were  difplayed ;  and  honours  flowed  upon  him 
from  all  quarters.  He  was  elede4,  in  1748, 
into  the  Royal  Society  of  Stockholm,  into  that 
of  London,  in  1749,  and*  in  1754,  ,chofen  one 
of  the  eight  foreign  members  in  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris.  In  1739,  he  was  appointed 
phyfician  to  George  the  Second,  and  king's 
counfellor  in  1740.  In  1749,  the  emperor 
Francis  conferred  on  him  letters  of  nobility  at 
the  requeft  of  George  the  Second ;  and  about 
the  fame  time  the  king,  in  a  vifit  which  he  paid 
to  the  univerfity,  diftinguilhed  Haller  with  par* 
ticular  marks  of  approbation :  an  honour  which 
the  author  gratefully  acknowledges,  in  an  Kng- 
lilh  publication,  iptitled,  "  A  fhart  Narrative  of 
the  King's  Journey  to  Gottingen,"  and  in  the 
dedication  to  George  the  Second,  prefixed  to  his 
edition  of  Boerhaave's  Mttbodus  Studii  Medici. 

He  declined,  in  1745,  an  invitation  to  Ox- 
ford, which  would  probably  have  terminated  in 
his  nomination  to  the  profefforfliip  of  botany, 
vacant  by  the  death  of  jhe  celebrated  Dillenius j 

a  feconcj 
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a  fecond  from  the  univerfity  of  Utrecht ;  and, 
**  l7S°9  a  third  from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  with 
the  offer  of  a  very  confiderable  penfion. 

But  of  all  his  promotions,  none  gave  him 
more  real  fatisfa&ion,  than  his  eledion  into  the 
Great  Council  of  Berne,  as  it  infured  to  him  a 
retreat  accompanied  with  dignity,  and  probably 
with  emolument,  in  his  native  city,  to  which  he 
looked  forward  with  affection  and  attachment. 

At  length,  in  1753,  induced  by  the  precarious 
ftate  of  his  health,  by  the  defire  of  removing 
from  Gottingen,  which  he  called  the  grave  of  his 
wives  *,  and  by  his  earned  anxiety  to  dedicate 

the 


*  Halkx  was  three  times  married,  firft  to  Marianne  Wytfen, 
*fl  1731*  who  died  in9 1736.     2.  To  Elizabeth  Buchers,  in 
1738,  who  died  ia  childbed  the  fame  or  the  following  year; 
both  natives  of    Berne.     3.  In   1730*  to  Amelia  Frederica 
Teichraeyer,  a  German  lady,  who  tarvived  him.      He  has 
written  and  publifhed  the  litres  of  his  two  firft  wives.     He  left 
eight  children,  four  ions  and  four  daughters :    all  of  whom  he 
lived  to  fee  eftablifhed*     His  elded  (on,    Gotlieb  Emanuel, 
who  was  born  in  1735*  f°M°wtd  his  father's  example  in  dedi- 
cating himfelf  to  the  Service  of  his  country,  and  to  the  purfuits 
of  literature.     He  was  elected  member  of  the  Great  Council, 
aod  obtained  various  employments  under  government,  particu- 
larly the  bailliage  of  Nyon,  in  which  fituauon  he  died  in  1786. 
He  diflinguifhcd  himfelf  as  an  author  by  various  publications 
tending  to  illuftrate  the  hiftory  and  literature  of  Switzerland, 
and  particularly  by  his  Schweitzer -bibliotbckf  or  Swifs  Library, 
in  6  volumes  8vo.  of  which  he  lived  to  publifh  only  the  firit* 
la  this  work,  defervedly  eiteemed  for  its  method  and  accuracy, 
the  indefatigable  Author  enumerates  all  the  books  which  treat 
of  Switzerland,  in  all  languages,  and  all  the  works  publifhed 
by  the  Swifs  on  all  fubjeds.    He  even  defcends  to  the  minutefl 
articles  which  hare  appeared  in  reviews  and  journals  j  and  in 
mod  inftances,  where  the  publication  deferves  detail,  analyfes 
the  contents,  corrects  the  errors,  and  gives  his  opinion  on  the 
Bjerits  of  the  performance. 

T  was 


4&  LETTER      57. 

the  remainder  of  his  days  to  the  fervice  of  his 
country,  he  took  a  journey  to  Berne,  in  order 
to  procure  an  eftablimment,  which,  though  not 
adequate  to  his  preterit  appointments,  might 
place  him  in  the  bofom  of  his  beloved  Switzer- 
land. Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  fortunately  ob- 
tained by  lot  the  office'  of  Amman:  although 
this  office. was  of  fmall  emolument,  yet,  as  it 
might  be  confidercd  a  prelude  to  future  appoint- 
ments, and  as  it  gave  him  an  immediate  oppor- 
tunity of  ferving  his  children,  he  refigned  his 
profeflbrfliip  at  Gottingen,  and  fettled  at  Berne. 
Such  was  the  general  joy  of  his  countrymen  on 
this  event,  that  Monkofof  ftruck  a  medal  to 
commemorate  his  return. 

Having  formed  this  refolution,  he  could  not 
be  ihaken  by  the  moil  fplendid  oilers.  He  de- 
clined, in  1755,  the  preffing  invitation  of  Fre- 
deric the  Second,  to  fuperintend  the  academies 
of  Pruffia,  and  to  accept  the  chancellorfhip  of 
the  univerfity  of  Hall,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
IflTolfe,  In  1767,  he  reje&ed  the  offer  of  a  very 
advantageous  and  honourable  fettlement  at  St* 
Peterfburgh,  made  by  Catherine  the  Second; 
and,  in  1770,  the  dill  more  dignified  promotion 
to  the  dhancellorfhip  of  the  univerfity  of  Gottin- 
gen,  with  a  very  confiderable  appointment ;  al- 
though George  the  Third  wrote  hot  only  to 
fialler,  but  to  the  Senate  of  Berne,  requeuing 
their  influence  to  perfuade  his  acceptance  of  it. 

I  was  perfonatty  acquainted  \rich  the  learned  author,  and 
am  indebted  to  htm  for  fome  curious  information  on  Switzer- 
land, and  for  feveral  anecdotes  relative  to  his  illuitrious  father, 
which  I  have  introduced  into  ihefe  biographical  memoirs* 

His 
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His  grateful  country  rewarded  this  difinter- 
efted  attachment  with  the  mod  liberal  and  un- 
bounded confidence,  and  employed  his  talents 
in  the  public  fervice. 

In  1757,  he  was  fent  to  reform  the  academy 
of  Lauianne ;  and,  in  the  following  year,  was 
deputed  by  the  Senate  to  examine  fome  curious 
remains  of  antiquity  lately  difcovered  at  Culm. 
About  the  fame  time  he  was  appointed  director 
of  the  fait- works  at  Bex  and  Aigle,  uith  an  an- 
nual falary  of  £.500.  During  the  term  of  this 
appointment,  which  continued  fix  years,  he  re- 
futed at  La  Roche. 

In  this  retirement,  he  employed  himfelf  in* 
fuperintending  and  improving  the  falt-works,  of 
which  he  has  giveA  a  fhort  account ;  in  makilfg 
occafional  excursions  into  the  neighbouring 
country,  which  he  has  likewife  defcribed ;  but 
more  particularly  diftinguiflied  this  retreat  by 
preparing  and  publishing  his  great  work  on  phy- 
fiology. 

Notwithftandmg  the  amplitude  and  fuccefs  of 
Jialler's  labours  in  the  various  branches  of  me- 
dical knowledge,  it  was,  however,  principally 
on  phyfiology,  which  feems  to  have  been  his  pe- 
culiar delight,  that  he  difplayed  the  whole  force 
of  his  genius,  and  that  he  founded  his  merit  as 
an  inventor  in  fcience. 

His  Outlines  of  Phyfiology,  or  Prima  Line* 
Phyfiolsgica,  published  at  Gottingen  in  1747,  de- 
Iineate  the  plan,  and  were  the  prelude  to  his  im- 
ftortal  work,  which  he  modeftly  ftyles  Elements 
6nly,  or  Elementa  Phyfiohgia  corporis  humani,  in 
eight  volumes  in  quarto,  which  lucceffively  made 
Jheir  appearance  from  1757  t0  17^* 

In 
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In  conformity  to  Boerhaave's  plan,  this  part  of 
the  fcience  of  phyfic  is  here  emancipated  from 
theoretical  fubtlety,  from  the  fhackles  of  meta- 
physeal, mechanical,  and  chymical  hypothefes, 
with  which,  for  ages,  it  had  been  incumbered  ; 
and,  for  the  firft  time,  built  on  the  true  bafis  of 
anatomical  knowledge. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  exqui- 
fite  knowledge  which  he  difplayed  in  relation 
to  the  ftru&ure  of  the  human  body,  his  indefa- 
tigable refearches  into  the  fa&s  and  opinions  of 
all  his  predeceflbrs,  the  judicious  fele&ion  of 
them  to  eftablifh  his  own,  his  (kill  in  compara- 
tive anatomy,  the  extent  of  his  own  difcoveries, 
and  the  application  of  the  whole  to  illuftrate  the 
ufe  of  the  parts  in  the  human-  frame,  afford  fuch 
an  inftance  of  learning,  induftry,  penetration, 
and  genius,  as  will  undoubtedly  tranfmit  the 
author's  name  to  pofterity .  among  the  greateft 
contributors  to  ufeful  knowledge. 

On  his  return  to  Berne  he  was  ele&ed  member 
of  the  chamber  of  appeal  for  the  German  diftrift, 
of  the  council  of  finances,  of  the  committees  for 
matrimonial  affairs,  and  for 'improving  the  fmall 
livings  in  the  French  diftrift  of  the  canton :  he 
was  alfo  appointed  perpetual  afleflbr  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Health,  with  an  annual  falary  of  about 
j£.ioo,  as  a  token  of  his  country's  gratitude  for 
having  declined  fo  many  fplendid  offers  from  fo- 
reign courts,  and  for  preferring  his  native  place 
to  the  advancement  of  his  fortune* 

In  thefe  feveral  offices  he  performed  effential 
fervices  to  the  ftatc,  by  promoting  the  moft  ufe- 
ful inftitutions,  proposing  neceffary  alterations, 
and  in  fra  ing  new  laws  and  ordinances.  In  his 
capacity  of  affeffor  to  the  Chamber  of  Health, 

he 
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he  was  particularly  ufeful  in  forwarding  the  mod 
important  regulations;  fuch  as  the  prohibition 
of  empirics,  the  recovery  of  drowned  perfons, 
and  the  means  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the 
infedious  cjiftqmper  then  prevalent  among  the 
cattle  in  various  parts  of  Europe. 

He  alfo'  fhewed  himfelf  a  friend  to  humanity, 
by  the  zeal  with  which  he  affifted  in  obtaining 
from  government  a  public  eftablifhment  for  or- 
phans, by  his  activity  in  providing  it  with  a  fund, 
and  by  drawing  up  the  plan.  As  a  member  of 
the  (Economical  Society,  he  laboured  much  to 
improve  the  ftate  of  agriculture,  and  made  many 
experiments  conducive  to  that  end.  \r\  the 
meetings  of  the  Great  Council  he  delivered, 
on  important  occafions,  his  opinion  with  a 
manly  freedom  and  lively  eloquence,  the  refult 
of  the  fouadeft  judgment  and  the  mod  feeling 
heart. 

In  1766,  and  the  following  years,  this  great 
man,  who  had  hitherto  enlightened  fcience  from 
his  clofet,  difplayed  in  the  theatre  of  public  life 
the  more  a&ive  and  diftipguifhed  parts  of  a  pa- 
triot and  politician.     He  re*eftablifhed  the  har- 
mony and  fettled  the  difputes  between  the  Val- 
Jais  and  the  canton  of  Berne  by  a  fuccefsful  ne- 
gociation,  in  which  he  fixed  the  new  boundaries 
of  the  two  dates;  he  was  affociated  with  the  moil 
enlightened  charafters  of  the  republic  in  termi- 
nating the  diflentions  of  Geneva ;    he  drew  up 
the  principal  difpatches  to  the  court  of  Verfaillfs 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  changes  which  had  been 
proje&ed  at  Verfoi,  on  which  occafion  he  held  a 
perfonal  conference  with  the  French  ambaffador  j 
and  was  employed  to  prepare  the  plan  of  a  treaty, 
which  the   cjuatoa  of  Berne  contra&ed  with  the 

,Eleaor 
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Eleftor  of  Bavaria  relating  to  the  purchafe  of 
fait. 

On  the  conclufion  of  thefe  public  employ- 
ments, Haller,  who  had  now  attained  the  fixty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age,  withdrew  himfelf  from 
the  buftie  of  life,  and  lived  in  a  more  retired 
manner,  fulfilling  the  duties  of  a  father,  a  citi- 
zen^ and  a  magiltrate 3  and,  although  his  health 
gradually  declined,  yet  his  aftivity  ftiil  remained 
undiminifhed. 

He  refumed  his  literary  labours,  which  had 
been  neceffarily  interrupted  amidft  his  other  more 
important  avocations.  He  publifhed,  in  1768, 
his  hiftory  of  Swifs  plants,  mentioned  above: 
and,  in  1771,  the  firft  part  of  hi*  Bibliotbeca 
Medieina,  or  his  Medical  Library. 

No  part  of  Haller's  writings  affords  a  more 
(inking  example  of  the  value  of  early  and  per- 
fevering  induftry,  than  this  publication.  That 
habit  which  he  had  formed,  fo  early  as  from  the 
eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  of  noting  his  opinion 
of  books  and  authors,  neceffarily  accumulated  a 
confiderable  mafs  of  materials;  and  thus  enabled 
him  afterwards  to  turn  them  to  very  ufeful  pu*- 
poles. 

By  thefe  means  the  foundation  of  his  Medical 
Library  was  laid,  even  before  he  gave  the  im* 
proved  edition  of  Boerhaave*?  Metbodw  Studii 
Medici,  in  175 1. 

Boerhaave  ufed  to  recommend  to  his  fttfdems 
the  books  which  they  ought  to  confuk  on  each 
fubjeft:  this  catalogue  was,  in  17^6,  furrepti- 
tioufly  and  inaccurately  printed,  and  formed  only 
a  fmall  volume  in  oftavo ;  many  neceffary  obfer- 
vations  were  forgotten,  and  various  authors  both 
modern  and  antient  were  omitted.  Haller  un- 
dertook 
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dertook  to  remedy  thefc  deficiencies ;  and  ex* 
tended  the  publication  to  two  volumes  in  quarto, 
in  order  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  this  compi- 
lation, it  is  necefiary  to  obferve,  that  various 
lexicons  and  catalogues  of  medical  authors  were 
extant ;  but  the  writers  had  merely  given  bare 
lifts  and  titles,  unaccompanied  by  that  critical 
difcriminarion  of  the  defign,  dodtrine,  and  ge* 
neral  merit  of  each  author,  which  rendered  thefc 
volumes  jo  highly  acceptable.  In  this  manner 
HaUer  has  given,  under  that  claflical  method 
which  Boerhaave  had  formed,  his  opinion  of 
more  than  4,000  volumes. 

la  the  extenfion  of  this  plan,'  as  it  appears  in 
his  own  BibIiothecay  Haller  begins,  by  tracing 
She  hiftory  of  each  branch  of  medicine  from  its 
origin,  through  the  preceding  ages;  and  by 'con* 
ne&ing  the  hiftory  of  each  in  the  feveral  periods, 
has,  in  fome  meafure,  made  his  publication  a 
compendious  hiftory  of  phytic 

Haller's  exteofive  knowledge  of  antient  and 
modern  languages,  enabled  him  to  comprehend 
a  large  field;  and  his  indefatigable  induftry, 
united  to  great  penetration  in  inveftigating  the 
sb&rines  of  the  antients,  equally  exhibits  his 
erudition,  and  that  found  judgment  by  which 
he  has  appreciated 'the  merit  of  thofe  fages  of 
phytic,  in  a  manner  highly  interesting  and  in* 
ftru&ire. 

In  his  judgment  of  the  moderns  be  is  candid 
and  impartial ;  his  great  knowledge  of  his  fuh~ 
jeds  qualified  him  to  diftinguifli  all  original  doc- 
trines, new  fads,  and  observations,  and  to  guard 
againft  fuch  errors  as  might  miflead  young  and 
incautious  practitioners ;  who  are  but  too  apt 
to  be  influenced  in  their  pra&ice,  by  imbibed 

theories, 
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theories,   and  prejudice  towards  particular  au- 
thors. 

He  has  given  additional  value  to  his- work,  by- 
annexing  to  the  account  of  celebrated  books, 
(hort  biographical  anecdotes  of  the  author.  He 
mentions  all  the  different  editions,  that  came  to 
his  knowledge,  and  particularly  marks  fuch  as 
were  in  his  own  library.  And  it  is  a  matter  of 
aftonifhment,  that  in  this  manner  he  notices  and 
reviews  not  fewer  than  1 1,000  volumes.  As  the 
literary  hiftory  of  phyfic  was  among  the  favourite 
obje&s  of  Haller,  this  publication  cannot  but  be 
highly  acceptable  to  fuch  as  poffefs  a  congenial 
tafte;  while  the  general  life  and  information  they 
afford  are  fufficiently  obvious. 

Eight  volumes  of  this  work  were  publifhed 
during  the  author's  life-time,  between  the  years 
i77r  and  1778.  The  anatomical,  including  the 
phyfiology,  the  botanical,  and  the  chirurgical, 
were  each  comprized  in  two  volumes,  and  bring 
down  the  refpcrtive  fubje&s  nearly  to  the  prefent 
time.  Two*  on  the  pra&ice  of  phyfic,  were 
publilhed  by  Haller  himfelf,  and  a  third  after 
his  deceafe  by  Dr.  Tribolet. 

He  alfo  employed  the  latter  period  of  his  life 
in  fending  extra&s  from  eminent  publications 
for  the  Bibliotheque  Raifonnee ;  furniihed  many  of 
the  articles  for  the  fupplement  to  the  Paris  En- 
cyclopedic, for  the  quarto  improved  edition  of 
the  fame  work  publifhed  at  Yverdun,  and  for 
the  di&ionary  of  natural  hiftory  printed  at  the 
fame  place.  He  meditated  alfo  a  new  edition  of 
his  great  phyfiological  work,  of  which  he  .put 
forth  the  firft  volume  in  1777,  only  a  fetf 
months  before  his  death. 

His 
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His  a&ive  imagination  brooding  on  the  civil 
and  political  affairs,  in  which  he  had  been  lately 
engaged,  produced,  between  1771  and  1774, 
his  three  political  romances,  Ufong,  Alfred,  and 
Fabius  and  Cato,  which  treat  of  the  defpotic, 
monarchical,  and  republican  governments.  la 
Ufong  he  {ketches,  with  a  mafterly  hand,  the 
abufes  of  abfolute  authority,  and  fets  forth,  in 
the  character  of  the  principal  perfonage,  the 
happy  effects  which  may  be  derived  from  a  vir- 
tuous and  intelligent  fovereign,  even  amidft  the 
horrors  of  oriental  defpotifm.  In  Alfred  he  dis- 
plays the  advantages  of  a  limited  monarchy, 
wherein  the  balance  of  power  is  wifely  diflri- 
buted ;  and  which,  while  it  avoids  the  extremes 
of  either,  enjoys  the  benefits  of  both.  In  Fabius 
and  Cato  he  defcribes,  with  an  animation  and 
fpirit  worthy  of  antient  Rome,  but  with  a  par- 
tiality natural  to  a  republican,  the  ariftocratical 
government  as  mod  friendly  to  the  difplay  of 
patriotifm,  and  mod  congenial  to  the  exertions 
of  genius.  In  thefe  romances  he  difcovers  found 
principles  of  legiilation,  great  political  fagacity, 
a  deep  infight  into  human  nature,  and  a  moil 
extenfive  acquaintance  with  hiftory. 

If  we  confider  Haller  as  a  man  of  piety  and  a 
Chriftian,  we  (hall  obferve  him  tracing,  from  a 
comprehenfive  view  of  the  creation  in  its  grand- 
eft  as  well  as  in  its  minuted  parts,  the  necejfary 
exiftence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  and  the  great 
principles  of  natural  religion.  We  fhali  fee  him 
demonftrating  the  divine  origin  of  Chriftianity 
from  a  profound  ftudy  of  the  New  Teftament, 
from  the  excellence  of  its  morality,  its  manifeft 
influence  over  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  its 
tendency  to  meliorate  our  nature ;   and  we  fhall 

find 
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find  him  proving  himfe'f,  both  in  his  life  and 
writings,  a  zealous  friend  and  able  advocate  of 
the  revealed  do&rines. 

Haller,  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  life,  un. 
dertook  the  defence  of  natural  and  revealed  re- 
ligion on  all  occafions.  In  173a,  he  declared, 
in  his  preface  to  his  pootry,  that  he  was  firmly 
convinced  of  their  truth;  in  1747,  he  rejected 
with  horror  the  dedication  which  1  a  Me  trie  of- 
fered to  prefix  to  his  work,  entitled,  "  V Homme 
Machine ;"  and  he  declared,  in  various  literary 
journals,  that  be  neither  acknowledged  as  his 
friend,  or  his  difciple,  a  man  who  entertained 
filch  impious  notions.  In  a  preface  which  he 
1  publifhed  in  1751,  to  Formey's  abridgment  of 
Crauzas's  "  Examen  du  Pyrrhonifme"  he  paints, 
tn  the  ftrongeft  colours,  the  dreadful  effe&s  of 
infidelity  bpth  on  fociety  and  individuals*  He 
tlfo  put  forth,  in  the  German  tongue,  "  Letters 
to  hi*  Daughter,  on  the  Truth  of  the  Chriftian 
Revelation  ;'*  he  publilhed  an  extradt  from  Dit- 
toes "  Truth  of  theRefurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift," 
which  he  acknowledges  to  have  firft  cleared  any. 
doubts  he  might  entertain  on  that  fubjeft.  He 
avows,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  received  infi- 
nite fatisfeftion  from  the  ftudy  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  becaufe  he  was  never  more  certain  ©f 
holding  converfe  with  the  Deity,  than  when  he 
read  his  will  in  that  divine  book. 

In  1775,  he  finally  gave  to  the  public,  alfo  in 

the  German  language,  "  Letters  concerning  fe- 

veral  late  Attempts  of  Freethinkers  yet  living 

againft  Revelation.      In  this   work  the  author 

examines  and  refutes  the  objections  to  Chriftia* 

nity,  advanced  in  fo  lively  and  dangerou.s  a  man* 

ner  by  Voltaire  in  his  JQxieji ions  fur  f  Encyclopedic. 

u  if 
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lt  If  this  latter  publication,"  adds  Sennebier, 
"  may  be  confidered  as  an  Index  to  the  Doubts 
and  Arguments  againft  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
the  work  of  Haller  may  be  intitled  an  Index  to 
the  Anfwers  in  favour  of  the  fame  Revelation, 
to  be  confulted  by  thofe  who  with  impartially  to 
difcufs  both  fides  of  this  important  queftion." 
When  learning  and  philofophy,  inftead  of  being 
employed  in  fupporting  fceptical  tenets  by  artful 
fophiftry,  thus  lend  their  united  afliftance  to  the 
caufe  of  religion,  they  then  truly  become  an 
honour  to  the  poffeffor,  and  a  benefit  to  fociety. 

Even  this  great  and  good  man  was  not  ex- 
empt from  a  too  anxious  folicitude  for  his  wel- 
fare in  a  future  ftate.  That  depreflion  of  fpirits, 
which  ought  juftly  to  be  confidered  as  the  effe&s 
of  difeafe,  and  the  warmth  of  his  imagination 
confpiring  perhaps  with  the  narrow  principles  of 
Calvinifm,  in  which  he  *  had  been  educated,  led 
him  to  refled  lather  on  the  juftice  than  the  mercy 
of  the  Deity,  and  to  bewilder  himfelf  in  the 
endlefs  mazes  of  predeftination  and  grace*  In 
one  of  his  defponding  fits,  he  compared  himfelf, 
as  uncertain  of  falvation,  to  a  man  placed  on 
the  edge  of  a  precipice  without  any  fupport,  and 
expe&ing  every  inftant  to  fall.  At  another  mo-* 
merit,  animated  with  a  paffion  for  fcience,  he 
breaks  out,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Bonnet,  into 
the  following  exclamation,  expreffive  of  his  re* 
gret  to  quit  a  world  ^which  he  had  improved  by 
his  difcoveries,  and  which  he  might  (till  further 
illuminate  by  his  zeal  and  application.  "  O 
my  poor  brain,  which  muft.  return  to  duft ; 
and  all  the  knowledge  and  information,  which 
I   have    been   collecting   with   fuch   unwearied 

Vojl.  II.  E  labour, 
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labour,   will  fade  away  like  the  dream  of  an 
infant." 

Thefe  little  weaknefies  of  a  great  mind  over- 
powered by  constitutional  irritability,  and  ftrug- 
gling  againft  early  prejudice*,  are  more  interest- 
ing to  the  man  who  feels  and  refpe&s  the  im- 
perfections of  human  nature,  even  in  its  moil 
exalted  (late,  than  the  moft  pompous  and  exag- 
gerated accounts  of  unerring  wifdom,  or  uniform 
virtue,  which  never  exifted.  And  it  is  a  pleaf- 
ing  fatisfa&ion  to  learn,  that  reafon  and  religion, 
rofe  fuperior  to  the  gloomy  defpondency  of  fick- 
nefs ;  and  that  Haller  met  death  with  the  calm- 
nefs  of  a  philofopher,  and  the  faith  of  a  Chrif- 
tian.  In  the  laft  letter  which  he  wrote,  a  few 
days  before  his  deceafe,  he  fpeaks  indeed  of  the 
tremendous  grandeur  of  eternity,  but  with  hope* 
rather  than  with  fears ;  and  looks  back  upon  his. 
paft  life  with  fatisfa&ion :  amid  ft  a  few  com- 
plaints uttered  on  his  painful  fufferings,  he  men- 
tions his  country  with  the  moft  ardent  affedion, 
and  offers  up  his  laft  prayers  for  its  prefervation 
and  welfare.  He  continued  his  literary  labours, 
and  preferved  his  fenfes  and  compofure  to  the 
laft  moment ;  he  beheld  his  end  approaching 
without  fear  and  regret ;  "  My  friend/'  faid  he 
to  the  phyfkian  who  attended  nim,  "  I  die,  my 
pulfe  is  flopped,"  and  then  expired.  He  died 
on  the  1 2th  of  December,  1 777,  in  the  feven- 
tieth  year  of  his  age. — Thus  lived,  and  thus 
died,  the  great  Haller;  a  man  to  whom  Mi- 
chaelis,  the  eminent  orientalift,  juftty  applies  an 
obfervation  which  had  been  made  on  the  genius 
of  Ariftotle ;  "  Neque  ccelo,  neque  terr£9  neque 
rnari  quicquam  relinquere  solvit  incognitum>  indole 

praterea 
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fraterea  adeo  mirabili,  ut  ad  ftngula  natum  pre* 
cipue  dicas*.9' 

In  his  perfon  Haller  was  tall  and  majeftic,  of 
a  ferious  and  expreffive  countenance ;  he  had  at 
times  an  open  fmile,  always  a  pleating  tone  of 
voice,  ufually  low,  and  feldom  elevated,  even 
when  he  was  molt  agitated.  He  was  fond  of 
unbending  himfelf  in  fodety,  was  on  thofe  00 
cafions  remarkably  cheerful,  polite,  and  atten- 
tive ;  he  would  convprfe  with  the  ladies  on  fa* 
fhions,  modes  of  drefs,  and  other  trifles,  with 
as  much  eafe  as  if  he  had  never  fecluded  himfelf 
from  the  world. 

Mr.  Bonnet  itformed  me,  that  Haller  wrote 
with  equal  facility  the  German,  French,  and 
Latin  tongues;  that  he  was  fo  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  European '  languages,  except  the 
Ruffian,  Polifb,  and  Hungarian,  as  to  fpeak; 
With  the  natives  in  their  refpe&ive  idioms. 
When  he  converfed  on  any  fcience  or  fubjeft  of 
literature,  his  knowledge  Was  fo  extenfive,  that 
he  feemed  to  have  made  that  his  particular 
ftudy.  His  profound  erudition  in  every  branch 
of  fcience,  is  well  known  to  all  who  are  conver- 
fant  with  his  works :  but  the  variety  of  his  in- 
formation, and  the  verfatility  of  his  talents,  *re 
thus  delineated  by  a  perfon  K  who  was  his  par* 
ticular  friend.  "  He  pollened  a  fundamental 
knowledge  of  natural  hiftory }  waj  well  read  in 
£  2  hiftory 

*  H«  left  nothing  unexplored,  either  in  the  heavens,  on 
the  earth,  or  in  the  Tea,  and  was  of  fuch  a  wonderful  capa- 
city, that  he  feemed  born  for  the  immediate  objeft  of  his 
purfok. 

f  Tfchamer  Lobrcde,  Sec.  p.  87. 
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hiftory  both  antient  and  modern,  univerfal  and 
particular.;  and  uncommonly  verfed  in  the  ftate 
of  agriculture,  manufactures,  trade,  population, 
literature,  and  languages  of  the  refpeftive  na- 
tions of  Europe :  he  had  read  with  attention  the 
mod  remarkable  voyages  and  travels ;  and  was 
particularly  converfant  in  the  late  difcoverie& 
which  tend  to  illuftrate  the  geography  of  the 
globe.  He  had  even  perufed  many  thoufand 
novels  and  plays ;  and  poffeffed  fuch  an  aftonifh- 
ing  memory,  that  he  could  detail  their  contents: 
with  the  utmoft  precifion. 

As  it  was  his  cuftom  to  make  extra&s,  and  to 
give  his  opinion  of  every  book  which  came  inta 
his  hands,  as  well  for  his  own  private  life,  as  for 
the  Gottingen  Review  *,  he  read  moft  new  pub- 
lications, and  lb  eager  was  he  ufually  in  the  pe- 
rufal,  that  he  laid  them  upon  the  table  even 
when  he  was  at  dinner,  occasionally  looking  into 
them,  and  marking  thofe  parts  with  a  pencil,, 
which  he  afterwards  extra&ed  or  commented 
upon.  He  was  accuftomed  to  make  his  remarks 
on  fmall  pieces  of  paper,  of  different  ftzes,  which 
he  placed  in  order,  and  faftened  together;  a 
method  he  learned  from  Leibnitz. 

He  derived  from  nature  extreme  fenfibility, 
6r  rather  irritability  of  temper,  which  is  ever  the 
child  of  genius.  He  fpoke  therefore  from  hi& 
own  experience,  when,  in  a  letter  to  Voltaire, 
he  thus  exprefled  himfelf : — "  Providence  holds 
with  an  equal  hand  the  balance  of  human  hap- 

pinefs* 

*  Hallcr  reviewed,  as  his  department  for  that  literary 
journal,  all  publications  on  hiftory,  medicine,  anatomy,  na- 
tural hiftory,  and  feveral  mifcellaneous  works,  particularly 
thofe  which  appeared  in  Italy* 
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pinefs.  He  has  loaded  you  with  riches,  he  has 
loaded  you  with  glory ;  but  misfortune  was  ne- 
ceflfary,  and  he  preferred  the  equilibrium  by 
giving  you  fenfibility.  If  my  wifhes  could  take 
effett,  I  would  beftow  upon  you  thai  tranquillity 
which  flies  at  the  approach  of  genius,  which  is 
inferior  to  genius  in  relation  to  fociety,  but  far 
iuperior  in  regard  to  ourfelves:  then  the  mod 
celebrated  man  in  Europe  fhould  be  at  the  fame 
time  the  mod  happy  *,"  ' 

He  was  always  impatient  under  ficknefs,  as 
well  from  his  extreme  fufceptibility  of  pain,  as 
becaufe  he  was  precluded  in  that  fituation  from 
his  literary  occupations.  He  was  fond,  there- 
fore, of  taking  violent  remedies,  more  calculated 
to  remove  the  immediate  effefts  of  pain,  and  to 
check  his  diforder,  than  to  cure  it  radically.  In 
his  latter  years  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to  opium, 
which,  operating  as  a  temporary  palliative,  only 
increased  his  natural  impatience.  This  reftlefl- 
nefs  of  temper,  which  occafionally  difturbed  his 
tranquillity  even  in  his  younger  days,  and  in  the 
full  flow  of  his  health  and  fpirits,  was  confider- 
ably  heightened  by  the  advances  of  age,  and  the 
diforders  which  fluttered  his  frame  towards  the 
clofe  of  his  days. 

His 


*  //  faut  b'ten  que  la  providence  veuille  tenir  let  balance  egale 
pour  tow  les  humaitu.     Elle  vous  a  comble  de  biens,  elle  <vous  a 

falloit  du  malhiur,  elle  a  tronve 
avoient 
f  vous  donne- 
it  fuit  di*vant  le  genie  %  qui  ne  le  vauf 
pat  par  rapport  a  la  jociete ' ;  mats  qui  vaut  bien  davintagt 
par  rapport  a  nous-meme :  des-lors  P/Jomme  le  plus  celebre  de 
f  Europe  feroit  auffi  le  plug  beureux. 
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His  correfpondence  in  every  period  of  his 
life  was  extenfrve,  pun&ual,  and  carried  on  in 
the  Englifli,  French,  German,  Latin,  and  Ita- 
lian languages.  » 

Six  volumes  of  Latin,  epiftles,  and  three  in 
the  German  tongue,  addreffed  to  him  from 
men  of  learning  in  various  parts  of  Europe, 
have  been  given  to  the  public,  but  his  own 
have  never  made  their  appearance.  It  is  much 
to  be  lamented,  that  he  feldom  preferved  any 
copies,  being  hknfeif  too  much  occupied  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  never  fufficiently  rich  to 
maintain  a  fecretary.  His  two  principal  cor- 
tefpondents,  to  whom  he  opened  his  heart, 
were  Bonnet  of  Geneva,  and  John  Gefner  of 
Zuric:  to  the  latter  he  wrote  either  in  Ger- 
man or  Latin,  to  Mr.  Bonnet  in  the  French 
tongue.  This  celebrated  friend  of  Haller  pof« 
feffes  feven  manufcript  volumes  of  his  letters : 
it  was  an  uninterrupted  correfpondence  of 
twenty-three  years;  begun  in  March,  1754, 
and  finifhing  only  a  few  days  before  his  death, 
in  December,  1777*  This  epiftolary  commerce 
comprehends  a  great  variety  of  fubjeQs,  prin- 
cipally concerning  phyfiology,  natural  hiftory, 
the  ftrufture  of  the  globe,  politics,  morality, 
and  religion,  Haller  being  accuftomed  to  con- 
fult  his  friend  on  all  occaiions,  to  difclofe  his 
mod  fecret  thoughts*  and  to  relate  his  diur- 
nal occupations ;  thefe  effufions  of  the  moment 
difcover  the  fucceflive  train  of  his  ftudies,  the 
progrefs  of  his  difcoveries,  and  his  gradual  ad* 
vances  in  knowledge. 

"  Tfiefe  letters  of  my  moil  refpe&able 
friend,"  added   Bonnet,   cc  difplay  his  genius, 

his 
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his  underftandifig,  aod  the  goodncft  of  his 
heart,  more  fully  thpn  any  of  Ids  publications. 
His  ftyle,  conafe,  energetic  yet  fridurefque, 
corrafponds  with  the  ftresgth  and  originality 
of  his  ideas  ;  and  he  fpeaks,  with  no  leu 
fublimity  than  convi&ion,  of  the  great  truths 
of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  Though  he 
treats  the  numerous  advocates  for  infidelity, 
and  particularly  Voltaire,  with  fufficient  feve- 
rity ;  yet  his  heat  is  the  ardour  of  convi&ion, 
and  did  not  proceed  from  either  pique  or  fpirit 
of  contradiction :  he  feemed  as  if  he  was  per- 
fonally  interefted  in  all  queftions  on  revela- 
tion,  and  pleaded  its  cauie  as  if  it  had  been 
his  own.  He  is  no  lefs  fevere  againft  thofe 
writers,  who  feem  to  exclude  the  intervention 
of  a  firft  intellectual  caufe  in  the  creation 
and  arrangement  of  the  univerfe,  and  parti- 
cularly cenfures  the  materialifts,  who  endea- 
vour to  deduce  mechanically  the  formation  of 
organized  bodies.  In  a  word,  his  philofophy 
was  entirely  pra&ical,  becaufe  it  was  entirely 
Chriftian ;  and  nothing  fecured  his  approbation, 
but  what  tended  to  improve  the  underitanding, 
or  to  amend  the  heart." 

I  am  concerned  to  find,  that  the  publication 
of  this  correfpondence,  between  two  fuch  en- 
lightened and  virtuous  philofophers  as  Haller 
and  Bonnet,  which  in  fome  works  had  been 
announced  to  the  public,  fhould,  on  account 
of  private  reafons,  be  relioquiflied.  Religion, 
morality,  philofophy,  and  learning,  would  be 
greatly  benefited  by  this  epiftolary  commerce. 

Haller's  library,  confifting  of  about  four  thou* 
fend  volumes,  was  purchased  for  £.2,000  by 

the 
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the  emperor,  for  the  public  library  of  Milan, 
where  I  examined  it  in  1785.  The  colle&iori 
is  particularly  rich  in  books  of  natural  hiftory, 
and  is  rendered  invaluable  from  numerous  anno- 
tations  of  Haller,  written  on  the  margins. 
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Mr\    SprungH*s  ColkSkn  cf  Swifs  Birds— Of  the 

Bearded  Vulture* . 

iING  my  various  expeditions  through 

te,   I  never  omitted  v lining  Mr.  Spruiigli'$ 

t  of  natural  hiftory,  which  is  remarkable 

fo     the   colleftion  of  Huffed  birds,    both  local 

and  migratory,  that  arc  found  in  Switzerland^ 

In  1776,  this  collection  Lonfifted  of  two  hun- 
dred fpecimens ;  and  when  I  l&ft  vifited  Berne, 
in  17869  it  had  received  an  addition  of  fifty 
fpecies. 

As  naturalifts  have  long  exj>efted  with  impa- 
tience an  account  of  this  invaluable  collection,  I 
obtained  from  Mr.  Sprungli  the  encloled  cata- 
logue, ^4iich  will  affift  me  in  attempting  to  form 
a  Faunula  Helvetica*.    , 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  birck  in  Mr* 
Sprungli's  colle&ion,  is  the  vukur  barbatus  of 
Linnaeus,  the  vultur  aureus  of  Gefner,  or  bearded 
vulture  of  the  Englifti  ornithologifts.  As  many 
fabulous  tales  have  been  related  concerning  its 
uncommon  ftrength  and  rapacioufnefs ;    as  great 

#  See  the  latter  end  of  this  Volume. 

confufion 
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confufion  has  arifen  from  the  variety  of  names 
applied  by  different  naturalifts  to  the  fame  bird ; 
and  as  fome  travellers  have  doubted  whether  this 
fpecimen  is  the  large  vulture  of  the  Alps,  or  the 
golden  vulture  of  Conrad  Gefner ;  I  fhall  here 
fubjoin  a  defcription  from  particulars  ^principally 
communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Sp'rungli  himfelf, 
accompanied  with  a  drawing  of  the  head  frogi 
the  natural  fize. 

This  fpecimen  was  a  female  bird,  caught  in 
the  canton  of  Glarus ;  it  meafured  from  the  tip 
of  the  beak  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail,  fix  feet 
fix  inches  French  #  meafure;  and  eight  feet  from 
the  tip  of  one  wing  to  that  of  the  other  expanded. 
It  weighed,  when  firft  taken,  eleven  pounds. 
This  bird,  though  always  called  a  vulture,  yet 
differs  from  that  genus,  and  is  referable  to  the 
eagle,  in  having  the  head  and  neck  covered  with 
feathers ;  whereas  one  .of  the  diftindions  of  the 
vufaire,  according  to  Linnaeus,  is  that  the  head 
is  deftitute  of  feathers* 

Notwithstanding  this  diftingiuifliing  mark,  by 
which  it  is  referable  to  the  eagle  or  falco  geous ; 
ye*  Linnaeus  was  probably  induced  to  tchfe  it 
with  the  vultures,  from  the  general  form  of  the 
body,  and  fhape  of  the  beak,  which  is  the  firft 
tffeniial  chara&eriftic  in  the  genera  of  birds. 

Mr.  Sprungli,  however,  is  of  opinion,  that  it 

%iight  be  claffed  between  the  vulture  and  the 

eagle ;  and  Stor  f  propofes  to  form  a  new  genus 

of  it,  under  the  name  of  gypaetus*  by  the 

following  characters : 

*  Six  feet  eleven  inches  \  Englifh,  and  eight  feet  fix 
inches  T6T. 
t  See  Stor's  Alpen  Reifen,  vol  i. 

Ro/irum 
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Rq/lrttm  reitum,  baft  cera  inftruftum  fetis  por~ 
rettis  confertijftmu  barbatuni)  apice  aufium 
unco  fukato. 

Caput  pennis  teRum. 

The  fpecific  character  he  would  define  thus: 

Gypaetus  (grandis)  albido-ruiilus  dorfe  fufcuiy 
tarda  nigra  fupra  et  infra  oculos. 

It  inhabits  the  higheit  parts  of  the  great  chain 
of  the  Alps  -which  Separates  Switzerland  from 
Italy ;  it  makes  its  neft  in  clefts  of  rocks  inac- 
ceffible  to  man,  and  ufually  produces  three 
young  ones  at  a  time,  fometimes  four ;  as  may 
be  judged  from  that  number  accompanying  the 
old  birds,  when  they  defcend  into  the  lower  re- 
gions for  prey.  They  Jive  on  animals  whkAi 
inhabit  the  Alps,  fuch  as  the  chamois,  white 
hares,  marmots,  fnow  hens,  kids,  and  particu- 
larly lambs,  from  which  circumstance  k  is  called 
tammer-gayer,  or  lamb  vulture. 

ff  common  report  may  be  credited,  this  rapa- 
cious creature  fometimes  attacks  even  man,  and 
carries  off  children;  Mr.  Sprungli,*  without  ab- 
folutcly  denying  the  poffibility  c*  this  account, 
has,  notwithflanding  all  his  refearches,  never 
been  able  to  afcertain  a  well-authenticated  in* 
fiance ;  and  thence  rather  concludes  it  to  be  a 
fable  invented  by  the  peafants  to  frighten  their 
children.  This  fpecies  does  not  appear  but  in 
fmall  companies,  ufually  confifting  of  the  two 
old  birds  and  their  young. 

Conrad  Gefner  has  given  a  fhort  but  accurate 
defcription  of  this  bird  under  the  name  of  vultur 

aureus^ 
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aureus ',  or  gold  gey er  * ;  and  an  engraving  from 
a  (kin  fent  to  him  from  the  Grifons.  This 
figure,  although  rudely  executed,  yet  exhibits 
with  fufficient  accuracy  the  diftinguifhing  cha- 
racters of  the  fpecies  and  genus,  fuch  as  the  con- 
figuration of  the  beak,  the  legs  feathered  down 
to  the  claws,  and  particularly  the  beard.  In 
fine,  a  comparifon  with  the  fpecimen  in  Mr. 
Sprungli's  colle&ion  evidently  proves  that  it  is 
the  fame  bird. 

Since  this  great  naturalift,  no  other  perfon 
feems  to  have  defcribed  it  from  nature,  except 
Edwards,  under  the  denomination  of  the  bearded 
vulture.  The  defcription  of  that  bird,  and  the 
engraving  given  by  Edwards  f  from  a  fpecimen 
fem  from  Santa  Cruz  in  Barbary,  correfpond 
exadtly  with  the  vultur  barbatus  of  Sprungli; 
and  the  head,  if  compared  with  the  drawing  an- 
nexed to  this  account,  will  be  found  to  anfwer 
fufficiently. 

Mr.  Sprungli  alfo  favoured  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing remarks,  in  anfwer  to  thofe  travellers 
who  affert,'  that  his  fpecimen  is  not  the  large 
vulture  of  the  Alps,  fometimes  called,  from  its 
jellaivijh  plumage,  the  vauteur  jaune,  but  a 
fmaller  fpecies j  becaufe  the  larger  fort  meafures 
fometimes  fourteen  feet,  or  more,  from  the  tip 
of  one  wing  to  that  of  the  other.  He  poflefTes 
two  fpecimens  of  this  bird;  the  one  a  full  grown 
female,  from  which  my  defcription  and  drawing 
are  taken,  meafuring  eight  French  feet:  the 
other  is  a  male,  but  young,  and  is  fomewhat  lefs, 
He  has  alfo  examined  four  fpecimens,  none  of 

•  Set  If t/l.  jfvium,  edit.  Frank,  p.  710. 
f  See  tub.  106.  of  his  Hiflory. 

vhich 


Of  the  Bearded  Vulture.  61 

which  meafured  mote  than  nine  feet;  but  as 
thefe  feveral  fpecimens  were  not  full  grown 
males,  he  is  ready  to  allow,  that  an  iiiftance  or 
two  may  poffibly  have  occurred,  in  which  this 
bird  may  have  meafured  near  twelve  feet  from 
rip  to  tip  of  the  wing.  Thofe  who  give  it  a 
greater  expanfion,  have  derived  their  informa- 
tion either  from  perfons  who  were  not  naturaU 
ids,  or  from  uncertain  and  exaggerated  reports. 
The  fame  remark  may  alfo  be  applied  to  the  fa- 
bulous (lories  recorded  by  the  peafants,  concern- 
ing its  wonderful  ftrength  as  well  as  fize.  It  is 
Kkewife  to  be  obferved,  that  the  peafants  do  hot 
confine  the  name  of  Iammer-geyer  to  this  fpecies ; 
but  extend  it  indifcriminately  to  feveral  large 
birds  of  prey,  from  whence  has  arifen  great  con- 
fufion  of  names,  and  much  uncertainty  in  the 
accounts  of  this  bird. 

Some  ornithologifts  feem  to  have  formed  of  it 
feveral  fpecies;  which  on  companion  will  appear 
to  be  the  fame,  or  only  varieties  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies. Thus  the  bearded  vulture,  the  cinereous 
▼ulture,  and  the  fulvous  vulture,  which  Mr.  La- 
tham has  defcribed  as  three  different  fpecies,  are 
probably  the  fame  bird  as  that  in  Mr.  Sprungli's 
colle&ion.  Of  the  firft  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
fince  Mr.  Latham  refers  to  the  bearded  vulture 
of  Edwards,  which  I  have  ihewn  to  be  that  of 
Mr.  SprungK.  The  cinereous  vulture  is  defcribed 
by  Latham  after  Briffon :  "  Beneath  the  throat 
hangs  a  kind  of  beard,  compofed  of  very  narrow 
feathers  like  hairs;  legs  covered  with  feathers 
quite  to  the  toes,  which  are  yellow ;  claws 
black*.     This  defcription  accords  with  the  bird 

*  Syn*  to!,  i.  p.  14. 

in 
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in  queftion,  and  particularly  in  the  beard,  which 
is  the  diftinguifhing  chara&eriftic* 

The  fulvous  vulture  of  Latham  is  the  griffin 

'of  Buffon:    and  the  French  naturalift  doubts 

whether  it  is  not  a  variety  of  Gefher's  golden 

vulture,  which  is  proved  to  be  the  fame  as  Mr. 

Sprungli's  fpecimen. 

While  the  moil  celebrated  ornithologies  have 
thus  given  to  the  bird  different  names,  ihey 
have  alfo  in  other  inftances  confounded  it  with 
other  birds,  to  which  it  has  no  other  refemblance 
than  that  of  fize,  ftrength,  and  voracity. 

Thus  Buffon  erroneoufly  conje&ures  the  vuU 
tur  grypbus  of  Linnaeus,  or  the  condor  of  Ame- 
rica, to  be  the  fame  as  the  lammer~geyer9  or  vul- 
ture of  the  Alps ;  whereas  the  description  of  the 
condor  given  by  Linnaeus,  as  well  as  by  thofd 
who  had  feen  it,  differs  entirely  from  that  of  the 
bearded  vulture.  The  condor  is  defcribed  by 
th6  Swede  as  having  "  the  head  deftitute  of 
feathers,  but  covered  with  a  flight  brown  co- 
loured down,  with  a  comb  reaching  along  the 
top  of  the  head,  and  having  the  throat  naked 
and  of  a  reddifh  colour."  Frezier,  in  his  Voy- 
age to  the  South  Seas,  alfo  thus  defcribes  the 
condor : — "  We  one  day  killed  a  bird  of  prey 
called  a  condor,  which  was  nine  feet  from  the 
end  of  one  wing  to  the  end  of  the  other,  and 
had  a  brown  comb  or  creft,  but  not  jagged  like 
a  cock's :  the  fore  part  of  its  throat  is  red  with* 
out  feathers,  like  a  turkey ;  and  they  are  gene- 
rally large  and  Jtrong  enough  to  take  up  a  lamb* 
In  order  to  get  them  from  the  flock,  they  draw 
themfelves  into  a  circle,  and  advance  towards 
them  with  their  wings  extended,  that  being 
drove  together,  and  too  ciofe,  they  may  not  be 
i  able 
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able  to  defend  therafelves j  then  they  pick  them 
oat  and  carry  them  off.  Garcilaffo  fays,  there 
are  feme  in  Peru  fixteen  feet  from  the  point  of 
one  wing  to  the  other,  and  that  a  certain  nation 
of  Indian*  adored  them."  . 

Mr.  Latham  feems  alfo  to  be  no  lefs  miftaken, 
when,  on  the  authority  of  the  tranflator  of  the 
Abb£  Forties  Travels  into  Daimatia,  he  con- 
ceives the  vultur  percnupterus  of  Linnaeus  to  be 
the  vautout  det  Alpes  defcrihed  by  Conrad  Gef- 
ner,  and  the  fame  as  Mr.  Sprungli's  fpecimen; 
whereas,  on  the  authority  of  Haffelquift,  who 
law  great  numbers  of  the  percnopteri  in  Egypt, 
the  head  of  that  bird  is  "  naked  and  wrinkled;" 
and  Ray  fays,  the  feet  are  naked;  two  characters 
that  efTentially  diftinguifh  it  from  the  bearded 
vulture,  in  which  the  head  is  wholly  covered" 
with  feathers,  and  alfo  the  feet  down  to  the  ends 
of  the  claws. 

The  bearded  vulture,  befides  inhabiting  thofe 
Alps  which  feparate  Italy  from  Switzerland,  is 
found  in  Corfica  and  Sardinia.  M.  de  Hahn 
informed  Mr.  Sprungli,  that  he  faw  a  bird  in 
Corfica  which  was  wounded  in  the  wing,  and 
ihewttd  as  a  fight,  that  was  unqueftionably  the 
fame  as  Mr.  Sprungli**  fluffed  fpecimen:  and 
M.  Lettel,  in  his  Natural  Hiftory  of  Sardinia, 
gives  a  figure  and  description  of  the  fame  bird, 
under  the  name  of  bartgeyer,  or  bearded  vulture. 
It  has  alfo  been  found  in  the  mountains  of 
Africa,  fince  Mr.  Edwards  received  his  fpecimen 
from  Santa  Crux  in  Barbary.  It  is  alfo  frequent 
on  Caucafus  and  the  mountains  of  Dauria,  or 
the  fouth-eaftern  part  of  Siberia,  as  we  learn 
from  the  travels  of  both  Pallas  and  Gmelin.    * 

You 
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You  will  perhaps  be  furprized  not  to  find 
among  the  Swifs  birds  in  the  annexed  catalogue, 
the  aigle  blanc,  or  aquila  alba  of  *  Briflbn ;  the 
falco  halicus  f ,  and  the  falco  monlanus  of  the 
fame  J  ;  as  particularly  zwitzer-falk,  the  German 
name  of  the  latter,  feems  neceflarily  to  imply 
that  it  mud  be  a  Swifs  bird :  Mr.  Sprungli  how- 
ever afiured  me,  that  he  never  had  been  able  to 
difcover  any  of  thefe  fpecies  in  the  Alps ;  that 
probably  the  aigle  blanc,  if  it  exifts,  is  a  variety 
of  the  chryfaetos  ;  and  that  both  Briflbn  and 
Willoughby  do  not  cite  Gefner  for  their  defcrip 
tions  of  the  falco  italicus,  but  thofe  only  who 
have  never  been  in  the  Alps. 

Of  the  crows  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
the  corvus  graculus  of  Linnaeus,  or  coracias  of 
Briflbn,  is  faithfully  reprefented  by  Mr.  Pennant, 
in  his  Britifh  Zoology,  under  the  denomination 
of  the  red-legged  crow.  It  is  the  fame  bird  of 
which  Conrad  Gefner  §  has  given  a  figure,  and 
to  which  he  applies  the  German  appellations,- 
1aba9  Jleintahen,  Jleinkrae,  and  which  he  juftly 
fufpe&s  to  be  the  comix  cor  nubia,  or  the  red- 
legged  crow.  The  pyrrhocorax  of  Gefner,  which 
fome  ornithologifts  feem  to  have  confounded 
With  the  corvus  graculus,  is  however  very  differ* 
ent,  and  is  called  by  Linnaeus  corvus  pyrrhocorax* 
Both  thefe  fpecies  inhabit  the  Alps,  but  the  pyrr- 
hocorax is  the  moft  common ;  and  thefe  appear, 
according  to  Mr.  Sprungli's  obfervatiofts,  to  be 
the  only  fpecies  of  the  crow  genus  that  prefer  to 
all  others  alpine  fituations.  As  to  the  corvus 
eremita  of  Linnaeus,  Mr.  Sprungli  acknowledges 

•  I.  p.  424,  f  lb.  p.  336.  t  H>  P-  352- 
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it  is  totally  unknown  to  him.  All  the  ornitho- 
logies indeed  mention  this  bird  as  an  inhabitant 
of  the  Alps,  on  the  authority  of  Conrad  Gefner, 
who  defcribes  it  under  the  name  of  corvus  fyfoa- 
ticus,  accompanied  with  a  figure,  which  has  not 
the  leaft  refemblance- to  a  crow,  but  rather  to  a 
curlew;  yet  Gefner's  defcription  of  it  is  much 
too  imperfeft  to  affift  us  in  ascertaining  the  bird 
of  which  he  treats. 
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Mr.  Wyttenbach9  s  Collefiion*— Account  of  the  Chain  I 
of  liills  and  Alps  feen  from  the  Environs  of\ 
ierne. 


HE  Reverend  Mr,  Wyttenbach  of  Berne, 
poffeffes  a  very  curious  cabinet,  principally  re- 
lating to  the  natural  hiftory  of  Switzerland,  and 
to  the  canton  of  Berne  in  particular.  It  con- 
tains fpecimens  of  feveral  thoufand  plants,  a- 
mong  which  is  a  large  number  of  the  alpine 
plants  of  Switzerland;  and  he  has  already  began 
to  arrange  fep^rately  the  capfules,  feeds,  and 
fruits. 

It  is  ftill  more  interefting  for  the  great  variety 
of  foffils,  (tones,  and  petrifactions  collected  by 
himfelf  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berne,  and 
from  the  upper  and  lower  Alps. 

Mr.  Wyttenbach  alfo  poffeffes  various  {hells, 
infe&s,  and  numerous  drawings  of  the  Glaciers 
and  upper  Alps,  which  cannot  fail,  of  being 
highly  pleating  to  the  curious  traveller. 

But  I  was  moil  (truck  with  that  part  of  his 
cabinet,  comprehending  thofe  objeds  of  natural 
hiftory,  which  in  any  4?gree  influence  agricul- 
ture, 
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ture,  phyfic,  arts,  and  trades ;  and  which  fuffi- 
ciently  prove  the  utility  of  that  fcience  in  the 
progrefs  and  improvement  of  human  comfort 
and  knowledge.  On  this  fubjeft  he  has  already 
publifhed  a  diflertation  in  the  Ads  of  the  (Eco- 
nomical Society  at  Berne. 

He  has  not  formed  this  ample  colleSion  from 
mere  motives  of  curiofity,  or  from  defultory 
views,  but  with  a  fettled  intention  to  illuftrate 
the  natural  hiftory  of  Switzerland  in  general ; 
to  form  a  topographical  and  mineralogical  de- 
fcription  of  the  canton  of  Berne  in  particular ; 
and  to  elucidate  the  original  formation  of  moun- 
tains, which  is  the  favourite  objeft  of  his  re- 
fearches,  and  which  his  frequent  vifits  to  the 
Alps  will  affift  him  in  executing  with  fidelity  and 
accuracy. 

At  my  requeft,  this  indefatigable  obferVer  fa- 
voured me  with  a  defcription  of  'that  range  of 
Alps  which  is  feen  from  Berne,  and  of  the  inter. 
vening  diftrift;  an  extrad  from  which  I  now 
fubmit  to  your  perufal. 

That  part  of  the  chain  of  Alps  feen  from 
Berne,  is  diftinguilhed  by  the  different  names  of 
Wetterhorn,  Schreckhorn,  Eger,  Jungfrauhorn, 
Lauter-Aar-Horn,  Blumlis  Alp,  &c.  This  in- 
menfe  amphitheatre,  gradually  rifes  from  the 
environs  of  Berne,  to  thofe  elevated  peaks,  co- 
vered with  eternal  fnow,  and  has  been  hitherto 
inacceflible. 

The  plains  and  hills  between  Berne  and  Thun 
are  compofed  of  rounded  ftones,  and  argillaceous 
ftones  called  molaffes,  frequently  ranged  in  al- 
ternate ftrata. 

The  molaffe  at  Gurten,  about  two  miles  from 
Berne,    contains,    though   rarely,    gloflbpetrae ; 
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and  the  ftrata\of  Belpberg,  about  feven  *>r  eight 
miles  from  "the  capital,  are  full  of  different  fpe. 
cies  of  chamites,  oftracites,  globofites,  felenites, 
ftrombites,  and  other  fimilar  petrifactions. 

The  ridge  of  hills  which  border  the  high  road 
between  Berne  and  Thun  contains,  in  feveral 
places,    and   particularly  above  Mufingen,    an 
extenfive  ftratum  of  oftracites,   fome  pieces  of 
which  weigh  more   than   fifteen  pounds   each. 
The  fituation  of  the  ftrata  in  thefe  different  hills, 
their  direction,    their  nature,    and   the   bodies 
which  they  enclqfe,  feem  to  prove,   that  thefe 
hills  formed  antiently  one  great  plain,   which 
has  been  fince  hollowed  and  divided  by  the  wa- 
ters, particularly  by  thofe  of  the  Aar. 

On  the  flopes  and  furrimits  of  thefe  hills, 
which  in  fome  places  are  of  confiderable  eleva- 
tion, ^re  frequently  found  thofe  large  mafles  of 
granite,  which  furnifli  materials  for  the  public 
works  and  buildings  of  Berne.  Thefe  mafles  fa 
nearly  refemble  the  granite  of  the  Grimfel,  and 
of  the  mountains  which  compofe  the  great  cen- 
tral chain  of  the  Alps,  as  to  render  it  probable, 
that  in  the  antient  revolutions  of  this  globe, 
they  have  been  brought  by  the  waters  to  the 
places  where  they  are  at  prefent  found,  before 
the  deep  vallies,  which  now  fepar&te  them  from 
their  original  mountains,  exifted.  The  fame 
remark  may  be  as  juftly  applied  to  the  blocks 
of  marble  and  other  calcareous  ftones,  which, 
though  now  removed  to  a  confiderable  diftance 
i.om  their  native  fituation,  are  alfo  difcovered 
in  large  quantities  upon  the  hills  adjacent  to 
Berne,  and  which  likewife  ferve  for  the  buildr 
ings  of  that  capital. 

As 
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As  we  approach  the  town  and  lake  of  Thun, 
the  view  opens  and  difcovers,  towards  the  fouth- 
eaft,  that  high  calcareous  chain,  of  which  the 
Stockhorn,  the  Neuneren,  and  the  Ganterilh 
have  been  illuftrated  by  the  botanical  labours 
of  the  celebrated  Haller.  This  chain,  which 
joins  that  of  Schwaxtenburgh  towards  the  can- 
ton of  Friburgh,  is  chiefly  calcareous,  and  con- 
tains fewer  petrifaftions  than  the  above-men- 
tioned hills :  it  is  not  of  fufficient  elevation  to 
be  covered  with  fnow  in  dimmer. 

The  Niefs,  which  is  the  laft  mountain  in  this 
calcareous,  chain,  ftands  on  the  borders  of  the, 
lake ;  and  feparates  the  valley  of  Frutingen  from 
that  of  Simme.  It  is  peculiarly  interefting  to 
travellers,  on  account  of  the  fine  view  from  its 
fumniit ;  and  to  naturalifts,  becaiife  it  joins  to 
the  Alps.  Towards  its  foot  beds  of  flate  have 
been  difcovered ;  higher  up  it  is  of  calcareous 
ftone:  and  near  its  top  is  found  a  fpecies  of 
pudding-ftone,  filled  with  fmall  fragments  of 
broken  petrifaftions. 

In  traverfing  the  lake  of  Thun,  its  borders, 
which  are  planted  with  vines,  are  compofed  of 
rounded  (tones,  united  by  a  calcareous  cement, 
as  far  as  the  mountains  of  St.  Beat.  There, 
near  Rallingen,  the  rocks  are  calcareous  and 
fugged,  containing^  in  a  few  places,  broken 
petrifaftions,  of  which  it  is  often  difficult  to 
afcertain  the  fpecies.  On  continuing  my  route 
at  the  foot  of  the  St.  Beat,  I  obferved  the  firft 
rocks,  that  ire  abfolutely  perpendicular,  aftd 
even  impending,  and  which  are  marked  at  dif- 
ferent elevations  with  furrows,  occasioned  by 
the  waters  of  the  la1-*,  that,  in  former  periods, 
Was  probably    feveral   hundred  feet  above  its 

frefent 
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prefent  level.  I  remarked*  the  fame  furrows 
nearly  at  the  fame  elevations,  in  the  vallies  of 
Lauterbrunnen  and  Hafli,  which  coincidence 
fcems  to  prove,  that  the  lake  of  Thun  once  ex- 
tended over  all  thefe  parts,  covered  the  whole 
plain  of  Berne,  and  reached  as  high  as  the  Len- 
genberg,  where  Gruner  feems  to  have  difcovered 
thefe  petrifa&ions  called  Pholades. 

Having  traverfed  the  lake  of  Thun,  I  entered 
the  narrow  but  agreeable  valley  of  Uterfeveu 
and  Interlachen,  on  each  fide  of  which  the 
mountains  approach  each  other,  and  form,  if  I 
may  fo  expreli  myfe]f,  the  vejiibule  of  the  Alps- 
This  valley,  feparating  the  lakes  of  Thun  and 
Brientz,  which  appear  to  have  been  once  united, 
is  entirely  formed  by  the  (tones  which  the  tor- 
rents have  brought  from  the  Alps* 

On  the  right  is  Abendberg  covered  with  trees 
and  herbage,  and  ftretching  towards  a  groupe  of 
mountains  of  conftderable  extent  j  yet  little 
known,  though  their  tops  may  be  feen  at  Berne. 

The  Ballenhoechft,  Sulek,  Schnabelhorn, 
Schwartzberg,  Schwalmern,  Schilthorn,  Kirch- 
fluh,  Latreyenfirft,  and  Dreyfpitz,  are  the  mod  , 
remarkable  mountains  in  this  groupe,  which  on 
one  fide  borders  the  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen, 
and  on  the  other  towers  oppofite  to  the  Nie&,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  valley  of  Frutingen* 
It  is  united  by  means  of  the  fefinen  Alps  with 
the  Dents  Rouges,  and  the  great  central  chain 
of  granitical  mountains.  The  mountains  of 
this  groupe  ftand  on  a  bafe  of  argillaceous 
fchiftus,  containing  a  few  petrifactions,  which  is 
rarely  vifible  but  at  certain  elevations.  Toward* 
JLauterbrunnen,  particularly,  a  fine-grained  dfcl- 
careous  (Lone  abounds.  > 

To    • 
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To  return  to  the  valley  of  Unterfeyen.  On 
the  left  is  another  groupe  of  calcareous  moun- 
tains, which  extend  along  the  lake  of  Brientz 
towards  Hafli,  and  Hand  alfo  on  an  argillaceous 
fchiflus,  which  is  but  rarely  vifible.  And  though 
the  granitical  chain  is  at  a  very  fmall  diftance, 
it  is,  however,  fo  entirely  concealed  by  thefe 
fecondary  mountains,  as  to  be  no  where  difco- 
vered,  except  between  Unterfeven  and  Inter- 
4achen,  where  the  Junfrau  prefents  herfelf  in  all 
ber  majefty. 

From  thefe  delightful  plains  I  attempted  to 
penetrate  towards  the  granitical  chain  of  Alps, 
through  narrow  vallies  enclofed  between  perpen- 
dicular rocks  of  an  enormous  height;  but  every 
where  I  met  with  fecondary  mountains,  which, 
to  a  confiderable  height,  conceal  the  primitive 
bed  of  granite,  and  render  the  approach  to  it 
extremely  dangerous,  if  not  imprafticable. 
Thus  the  talley  of  Lauterbrunnen  is  bordered 
by  calcareous  rocks  even  to  its  farther  extre- 
mity. At  Sichellauenen  the  firfl  mattes  of  gra- 
nite appear,  forming  the  bafe  of  the  calcareous 
rocks,  which  are  of  a  very  great  height.  As  I 
continued  my  route  towards  the  chain,  which 
ftretches  from  the  Jungfrau  to  the  Grofshorn 
and  Breithorn,  I  obferved  a  rock  of  fteatite,  in 
which  fome  veins  of  lead  have  been  difcovered 
and  worked  at  Hohalp.  Higher  up  is  the 
I  true    granitical    chain,   which,  however,   even 

'  th^re    is    frequently    covered    with    calcareous 

I  peaks. 

I  found  the  approach  to  this  chain  lefs  diffi- 
cult at  Wengenalp,  the  laft  of  a  groupe  of  cal- 
^jpreou8  and  fchiftous  mountains  between  Lau- 
,  terbrunnen  and  Grindelwald,  which  there  joins 

1  the 


72  LETTER      59. 

the  Jungfrau,  the  fummits  whereof  appear  to  be 
of  granite.     In  the  valley  of  Grindelwjtld  I  o'b- 
ferved  only  the  argillaceous  fchiftus  and  calca- 
reous (tone :  the  external  parts  of  the  top  of  the 
Eger,  of  the  Mettenberg,  and  of  the  Wetterhorn, 
are  calcareous,  and  cover  the  granite  of  the  cen- 
tral chain ;    and  the  only  pieces  of  granite  are 
the  fragments,  which  are  brought  into  the  valley 
by  the  two  Glaciers,    That  chain,  which  is  op- 
pofite  to  thefe  Glaciers,  and  borders  the  northern 
fide  of  the  valley  of  Grindelwald,  has  an  argil- 
laceous bafe,  which,  in  feveral  places,  particu- 
larly towards  Hafli,  contains  cornua  ammones  z 
this  bafe  is  alfo  covered  with  calcareous  rocks, 
through  which  it  often  penetrates  at  different 
heights. 

I  will  now  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  primitive 
chain,  and  trace  the  Alps  in  the  fame  order 
as  they  will  appear  to  an  obferver.  I  fhall 
confider  the  Jungfrau  as  the  center,  from  which 
I  will  take  my  departure  on  one  fide  towards  the 
Gemmi,  and  on  the  other  towards  the  Schreck- 
horn,  Wetterhorn,  and  GrirafeL 

The  Jungfrau,  or  Virgin,  is  one  of  the  higheft 
and  moft  beautiful  mountains  in  the  canton  of 
Berne.  The  granite  does  not  appear  till  a  very 
considerable  elevation;  its  foot  being  in  moft 
parts  covered  by  rocks,  which  are  of  calcareous, 
none,  called  by  the  natives  Staldenfluh,  of  which 
an  elevated  peak  is  denominated  the  Monk* 
On  following  thefe  rocks  to  Sichellauinen,  about 
two  leagues  from  Lauterbrunnen,  I  obferved  a 
red  ftratum,  that  feems  to  form  the  feparation 
between  the  granite  and  the  calcareous  fub- 
itance :  it  is  compofed  of  an  argillaceous  Hate  df 
red  colour,  fpotted  with  brown  and  green,  and 

of 
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of  a  fine-grained  iron  ore  fas  I  was  furprisped  to 
find)  containing  anomites.  I  obferved  the  fame 
ftratum  at  the  bottom  of  the  Eger  and  Wetter- 
horn,  and  of  feveral  mountains  towards  Hafli : 
I  remarked  it  at  different  heights ;  but  as  all  ac- 
cefs  to  them  has  been  hitherto  found  impra&i* 
cable,  I  cannot  attempt  to  explain  a  phamome* 
non,  which  merits  a  nearer  inveftigation.      % 

The  chaih  of  the  Jungfrau  ftretches  to  the 
right  by  thofe  inacceflible  peaks  called  the 
Cletfcherhorn,  Ebenfluh,  Mittaghorn,  GrofT* 
horn,  Breithorn.  I  am  entirely  unacquainted 
with  their  ftru&ure,  except  from  the  fragments, 
which  I  have  obferved  at  their  feet,  or  on  the 
maffes  df  ice  defcending  from  their  tops.  Lime- 
ftone  occurs  at  very  confiderable  heights ;  par- 
ticularly white  marble,  and  a  fine  grey  marble, 
which  is  the  matrix  of  a  red  hematite  filled  with 
innumerable  fmall  cryftals  of  iron  of  an  oftagon 
figure,  and  attractable  by  the  magnet. 

Beiides  thefe  ftones,  I  noticed  on  the  Glaciers 
of  Breitlauinen  and  Breithorn,  various  fpecies  of 
granite,  both  foliated  and  in  blocks,  of  iron- 
it  one,  of  faxum  fornacum,  or  fte\fiein^  and  of  ar- 
gillaceous and  micaceous  fchiftus*  Alt  thefe 
fragments  fufficiently  prove,  that  granite  prevails 
in  the  higher  parts,  although  it  is  frequently  co- 
vered  with  fecondary  mountains. 

To  the  right  is  the  majeftic  Blumlis  Alp, 
which  is  a  fine  objeft  from  the  plains :  a  large 
Glacier,  mentioned  by  no  author,  ftretches  at 
its  feet.  I  firft  noticed  it  from  the  oppofite 
heights  of  Oefchenengrat,  and  at  the  fame  time 
obferved,  that  the  feet  of  the  Alpfchelenhorn  and 
Bkrailis  Alp  are  covered  with  black  fchiftus,  and 

that 
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that  the  granite  is  not  apparent,  but  at  a  great 
height. 

A  few  days  after  this  expedition,  I  mounted 
to  the  fummit  of  the  Glacier,  called  by  the  pea* 
fants  Gamchigletfcher,  where  it  forms  a  very 
-  deep  ridge  towards  the  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen. 
From  thence  I  beheld  the  vaft  amphitheatre  of 
the. Lauterbrunnen  Glaciers:  I  remarked  alfo, 
that  the  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen  ends  at  this 
-  place ;  that  it  has  only  one  iffue  behind  Blumlis 
Alp,  where  a  large  Glacier,  with  a  plain  and 
unbroken  furface,  ftretches  towards  the  valley 
of  Lauterbrunnen,  which  expands  at  the  feet  of 
the  Eger  and  the  Jungfrau,  continues  almoft  in 
a  ftrait  line  as  far  as  Sicheilauinen  to  the  foot  of 
the  Gletcher-horn  and  of  the  Glacier  of  Stuffi- 
itein,  whefre  it  forms  an  angle,  and  bends  to- 
wards Blumlis  Alp. 

The  ridge  of  the  Glacier  of  Gamchi  is  of  a 
black  calcareous  {tone,  which,  in  many  places, 
is  of  a  fine  texture,  and  fplits  into  lamina  of  a 
rhomboidal  form ;  in  other  parts  it  is  coarfely 
granulated,  containing  white  and  black  fpar. 

The  fides  of  the  Blumlis  Alp,  that  border  the 
Glacier,  are  black  .flate,  in  which  I  found  feveral         j 
balemnites,  and  a  fragment  of  a  cornu  ammonis 
a  foot  in  diameter.    The  pieces  of  granite  which         j 
are  difcovered  upon  the  Glacier,  and  which  molt 
r  probablv  fell  from  the  fummits  of  the  Blumlis 
Alp  and  of  the  Dents  Rouges,  is  very  fimilar  to         j 
that  granite,   in  which   the  veins  of  lead  are         j 
traced  near  Sicheilauinen  in  the  valley  of  Lau-         1 
terbrunnen. 

The  granitical  chain,  which  extends  on  the 
right  by  the  Alpfch* lenhorn  and  the  Altits,  is 
entirely  concealed  and  loft  in  Mount  Gemmi,         j 

where 
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"where  only  calcareous  ftone  and  flate  are  difco- 
vered.    As  I  have  not  yet  had  any  opportu- 
nity to  examine  the  mountains  of  Simmenthal 
and  of  Geflenay,  I  cannot  inform  you,  if  the 
granite  appears  through  their  calcareous  covering. 
But  let  us  return  to  the  Jungfrau,  and  trace 
"the  mountains   towards    Grindelwald.  and  the 
Grimfel.    The  two  high  pyramids  which  tower 
near  the  Jungfrau  are  the  two  Egers,  called  from 
their  pofition  Exterior  and  Interior.     Calcareous 
ftone  is  vifible  to  a  great  height.     Many  perfons 
indeed  pretend,  that  the  whole  fide  of  the  Ex- 
terior Eger  towards  Grindelwald  is  entirely  cal- 
careous;   but  I  am  convinced,   from  repeated 
observations,  that  the  fubftance  of  thefe  moun- 
.  tains  is  granite,  though  it  is  covered  with  calca- 
reous ftone  lying  on  reddifh  flate,  which  in  many 
places  forms  a  fpecies  of  brefcia,  compofed  of  an 
argillaceous  bafe,  covered  with  ca'careous  frag* 
ments.     You  obferve  behind  the  Exterior  Eger 
two  fmall  peaks,  which  feem  united  by  a  ridge : 
thefe  are  the  Viefcherhorn  and  the  Zefenberg, 
which  overlook  the  inferior  Glacier  of  Grindel- 
wald.    The  (tones  that  have  fallen  on  the  Gla- 
cier ihow,  that  their  fummits,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Schreckhorn,  are  of  granite  in  blocks,  veined 
granite,  and  other  lamellated  rocks,  which  fre- 
quently contain  green  fteatites,  amianthus,  and 
cryftals  of  quartz. 

The  high  peak,  which  appears  to  (land  near 
the  Zefenberg,  is  at  a  very  confiderable  dif- 
tance,  and  probably  feparated  from  it  by  large 
vallies  of  ice.  This  peak,  that  has  hitherto  ef- 
caped  the  mention  of  travellers,  feems  to  be  the 
Finftef-Aar-horn,  which  can  only  be  approached 
from  the  Grimfel;  and  by  traverfing  the  Glacier 

of 
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of  the  Afer.  1  have  feen  it  from  the  ftntimifs  of 
the  St*  Gofhard,  from  one  of  the  heights  which 
feparate  the  valley  of  Grindelwatd  from  the  lake 
of  Brientz ;  I  have  been  at1  its  fom  upon  the 
Glacier  of  the  Finfter-aar ;  and  on  all  fides,  and 
in  all  places,  its  elevation  is  ftupendous,  and 
appears  to  me  to  exceed  even  that  of  the  Schretk- 
horn,  which  has  been  hitherto  confidered  as  the 
highefL 

The  $chreckhorn,  or  peak  of  terrof,  rifes  be- 
tween the  two  Glaciers  of  GrindelwakL  Con* 
cealed  by  its  bafe,  the  Mettenberg,  it  is  not  feen 
from  the  valley  of  Grindelwald ;  and  the  rugged 
paths  which  lead  acrofs  the  fuperior  Glacier  to 
its  foot,  are  extremely  difficult  and  dangerous.' 
Part  of  it  is  obferved  from  that  Glacier.  The 
tops  of  the  Mettenberg  are  of  granite,  and  it* 
lower  parts  of  lamellated  rock,  blended  with 
mica  and  quartz.  The  piked  fummhs  of  the 
Schreckhorn,  which  rife  to  an  enormous  height, 
appear  to  be  of  pure  granite  and  other  primitive 
(tones. 

The  next  in  this  chain,  is  the  Wetterhcrn,  or 
Stormy  Peak,,  whofe  perpendicular  fides  bordex1 
the  fuperior  Glacier.  The  exterior  part  of  this 
mountain  is  of  calcareous  (tone  to  a  very  con- 
fiderable  elevation,  but  its  fummits  are  undoubt- 
edly a  primitive  rock.  I  noticed  along  its  fides 
the  fame  red  (tratum,  which  makes  its  appear- 
ance on  the  Eger  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Jung' 
frau. 

Behind  the  Wetterhorn  is  feen  an  elevated 
rock,  which  is  faid  by  the  inhabitants  of  Grin- 
delwald to  border  the  Glacier  of  the  Lauter-aar, 
and  which  from  thence  has  been  afcended  by 
feveral  chaffeurs* 

On 
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On  examining  the  Clones  •which  have  been 
brought  down  by  the  fuperior  Glacier,  I  did  not 
difcover  nifich  granite  in  mafs,  but  often  veined 
jgranite^  £$d  lamellated  sock,  which  frequently 
endofe  pieces  of  the  corneus  ipathofus  mixed 
with  (leatites,  pyrites,  and  quartz. 

The  foot  of  the  Wetterhorn  and  that  of  the 
Wettenberg  contain,  in  feveral  places,  a  fine 
fpecies  of  white  marble,  with  red,  green,  and 
yellow  veins :  a  quarry  of  which,  now  covered 
by  the  inferior  Glacier,  was  formerly  worked. 

In  palling  from  Grindelwald  to  Meyringen,  I 
traverfed  the  Scheidek,  which  entirely  confifts 
*  of  black  flate,  that  ftands  on  the  foot  of  the 
Wetterhorn.  This  flate  continues  to  compofe 
the  chain,  that  divides  Grindelwald  from  the 
plains  of  Hafli  and  the  lake  of  Brientz. 

As  I  defcended  the  Scheidek,  I  obferved,  on 
my  right  hand,  the  chain  that  joins  the  Wetter- 
born  and  runs  towards  the  Grimfel.  As  I  have 
not  particularly  examined  this  chain,  I  (hall 
only  remark  in  general,  that  from  an  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  (tones  and  fragments  which  ftrew  the 
vallies  and  fides  of  the  hills,  it  appears  to  con- 
tain the  fame  fpecies  of  marble  which  I  found  on 
vthe  fuperior  Glacier  of  Grindelwald,  alfo  red 
flate,  argillaceous  brefcia,  and  various  granites. 
But  thus  much  is  certain,  that  the  front  of  thefe 
mountains  is  entirely  concealed  by  fecondary 
fubftances ;  and  that  the  true  region  of  granite 
"was  not  apparent,  until  I  had  paffed  Meyringen 
and  afcended  the  Grimfel,  during  the  greateft 
part  of  which  afcent  I  only  noticed  lamellated 
rocks  and  granite.  All  the  mountains  which 
form  the  Grimfel  and  neighbouring  chain,  are 
concealed  in  my  plan  by  the  Wetterhorn ;  they 
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extend  behind  the  Schreckhorn  as  far  as  the 
Finfter-aar-horn.  This  is  the  true  region  of 
granite  and  other  primitive  rocks,  the  heart  of 
the  central  chain,  and  the  great  obfervatory  of 
the  naturalift. 
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Excurfion  to   Tbttn>    Worbe,   and  Hindelbank.— 
Tomb  of  Madame  Langhans. 


HE  environs  of  Berne  are  in  general  ex- 
tremely delightful,  and  there  is  no  road  which 
exhibits  a  more  pleating  variety  of  hill  and  dale 
than  that  which  leads  to  Thun.  It  runs  .through 
an  agreeable  country;  winds  through  fertile 
meadows,  enriched  with  dark  forefts  of  pine  and 
fir,  and  occafional  groves  of  beech  and  oak.  The 
cattle,  lately  defcended  from  the  Alps,  were  browz- 
ing  on  the  paftures,  and  added  to  the  animation  of 
the  fcenery.  The  well-being  of  the  inhabitants 
is  vifible  from  the  cultivation  of  the  grounds, 
and  the  number  and  neatnefs  of  the  cottages 
and  farm-hpufes  which  are  Scattered  about  the 
fields,  fkirted  by  trees,  or  half  concealed  amid 
tufts  of  wood, 

I  Thun 
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Thun  is  diflant  about  twelve  miles  from 
Berne :  it  occupies  the  bottom  and  the  brow  of 
a  hill,  and  (lands  on  both  fides  of  the  Aar.  It 
contains  twelve  hundred  fouls ;  enjoys  confider- 
able  immunities ;  has  its  own  magiftrates  and 
courts  of  juftice,  in  which  the  bailif  from  Berne 
always  prefides,  and  from  whofe  decifion  an  ap- 
peal lies  to  the  capital.  The  inhabitants  employ 
themfelves  in  carding  and  fpinning  filk  for  the 
manufactures  of  Bafle.  Some  of  the  burghers 
pofTefs  large  herds  of  cattle. 

To  the  north-eaft  (lands,  on  an  eminence,  the 
church  and  the  caftle,  which  is  the  refidence  of 
the  bailif,  and  occupies  the  higheft  point*  From 
its  windows  I  enjoyed  a  raofl  pleating  and  ex- 
tenfive  view,  not  inferior  in  its  kind  to  any  prof- 
pe&  in  Switzerland.  Underneath  is  the  town, 
occupying  both  fides  of  the  Aar,  (landing  in  a 
rich  plain  of  pafture,  and  bounded  by  a  chain  of 
hills,  black  with  forefts  of  fir,  which  extend 
from  Berne  and  join  the  Niels,  a  brown  and 
rugged  mountain,  that  rifes  rapidly  frpox  the 
edge  of  the  lake.  To  the  eaft,  a  fmall  ridge  co- 
vered with  vines  and  trees  ;  and  to  the  Touthr 
eaft,  part  of  the  lake  of  Thun,  bounded  by 
hills  rifing  to  the  mountains  and  Alps  of  Lau» 
terbrunnen  and  Grindelwald,  "  piled,  up  to  the 
clouds." 

The  Aar  flows  from  the  lake  between  two 
level  promontories,  prettily  fprinkled  with  trees, 
on  one  of  which  (lands  the  caftle  of  Schadan. 
The  lower  parts  of  this  view,  contrafted  with 
the  rugged  rocks  and  mountains,  refemble  a^ 
painting  of  Claude  by  the  fide  of  a  Salvator 
Rofa. 

From 
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tfrom  Thun  I  returned  about  fix  miles  to  the 
Village  of  Maffic,  where  I  quitted  the  high  road 
and  pafled  through  pleafant  thickets  of  beech 
and  oaks,  over  fields  and  enclofures 9  the  cot- 
tages and  hamlets  agreeably  iituated  in  lawns, 
and  amid  clomps  of  trees. 

In  about  an  hour  and  a  half  I  entered  the 
road  which  leads  from  Berne  to  Langenau,  and 
afcended  to  the  upper  part  of  the  villagfe  of 
Worbe,  where  I  pafled  a  irfoft  agreeable  day 
with  an  amiable  family,  who  favoured  me  with 
a  moft  cordial  and  polite  reception*  The  view 
from  their  houfe,  which  (lands  in  the  midft  of  a 
field,  is  not  inferior  to  that  from  the  caftle  of 
Thun :  it  commands  a  rich  enclofed  and  well- 
wooded  country,  gently  broken  into  hill  and 
dale,  and  watered  by  many  lively  dreams ;  the 
huge  white  peaks  of  the  Jungfrauhorn,  Schreck- 
horn,  and  Wetterhorn,  overtopping  a  hill  em- 
.  browned  with  firs. 

I  made  alfo  an  excurfioft  to  Hindelbank,  a 
village  about  four  miles  from  Berne,  in  order  to 
examine  the  tomb  of  Madame  Langhans,  a  moft 
celebrated  work  of  Nahl,  a.  Saxon  fculptor. 
Being  employed  in  conftru&ing  a  fepulchre  for 
Count  d'Erlach,  he  was  lodged  in  the  houfe  of 
the  clergyman,  his  particular  friend,  whofe  wife, 
a  woman  of  uncommon  beauty,  expired  in  child- 
bed on  Eafter-eve.  Struck  with  the  time  of  her 
death,  animated  by  the  recolle&ion  of  her 
beauty,  fympathizihg  with  the  affli&ion  of  her 
hufband,  he  conceived  and  finifhed  this  atfe&ing 
ttonument.  It  is  placed  in  the  body  of  the 
church,  funk  into  the  pavement  like  a  grave, 
and  covered  with   two    folding-doors.     When 
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thefe  are  opened,  a  grave-ftone  appears  as  if 
juft  rent  into  three  fra&ures,  through  which 
is  half  difcovered  the  figure  of  a  wogian  flightly 
veiled  with  a  (hroud.  She  is  reprefented  at  the 
moment  of  the  refurreSion,  when  "  the  graves 
are  commanded  to  yield  up  their  dead.*9  With  her 
right  hand  (he  is  gently  raifing  that  portion  of 
the  broken  grave-ftone  which  lies  over  her 
head ;  and  in  the  other  holds  a  naked  infant 
ftruggling  with  its  little  hands  to  releafe  itfelf 
from  the  tomb.  "  Here  am  7,  Lord,  and  the 
child  whom  thou  gaveft  me*,"  are  the  fublime 
words  which  form  the  infcription.  Below  is  the 
name  of  the  deceafed,  "  Anna  Magdalena  Lang- 
hans,  wife  of  the  clergyman.  Born  1 723 ;  died 
175 1. "  The  workmanfhip  is  by  no  means  in- 
ferior to  the  original  defign.  The  artift  has 
formed  the  whole  fepulchre  out  of  one  block, 
and  fo  naturally  exprefled  the  fwelling  of  the 
(lone,  that  the  fragments  feem  as  if  they  had  juft 
burft,  and  were  in  the  ad  of  opening.  The 
only  circumftance  to  be  regretted  is,  that  the 
materials  are  not  fo  durable  as  fuch  a  monument 
deferves;  being  of  fand-ftone,  they  are  too 
foft  to  refill  the  effefts  of  time,  and  even  now 
exhibit  fome  fymptoms  of  decay. 

Nothing  perhaps  can  more  ftrongly  difplay 
the  fuperior  effeft  of  fimplicity  over  magnifi- 
cence, than  the  comparifon  of  this  tomb  with 
the  maulbleum  of  Count  d'Erlach  in  the  fame 
church.  The  latter  confiding  of  feveral  marble 
figures,  executed  in  a  mafterly  ftile,  and  loaded 

*  HYer  Herr  bin  ich ;    und  das  kind,  fo  du  mir  gegeben 
haft. — An  engraving  of  this  monument  is  published  by  M.  de  , 
Mcchcl  of  Biile. 

;      with 
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tri*^  all  the  emblems  of  rank  and  opulence, 
fc^3**"Cely  attracts  a.  momentary  attention;  while 
(%*i&  Ample  grave-ftone  "  /peaks  borne"  to  the 
V^^rt  of  every  perlbn  of  tafte  and  feeling* 
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Vifit  U  Mithael  Scbuffach^  the  Pbjficum  of 
Ltmgenau. 


Y< 


Langcatu,  Sep&.t8# 


OU  have  heard,  perhaps,  of  Michael  Schup- 
pach,  the  famous  Swift  do&or ;  of  whofe  fega- 
city  in  difcovering  the  feat  of  diforders,  and 
applying  fuitable  remedies  to  tfiem,  many  won* 
derful  ftories  are  recounted  by  travellers ;  and 
which,  like  Virgil's  Progrefs  of  Fame,  hare  in- 
creafed  in  the  marvellous  in  proportion  as  they 
receded  from  the  fcene  of  a&ion.  1  am  now 
lodged  in  the  houfe  of  this  celebrated  JEfculapiot: 
k  is  fituated  above  the  village  of  Langenau,  on 
the  fide  of  a  deep  acclivity;  from  which  circum- 
ftance  he  is  generally  ftyled  the  phjfician  of  the 
mountain. 

Upon 
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Upon  our  arriyal  we  found  the  do&or  in  his 
apartment,  furroundpd  by  feveral  peafants,  who 
were  confuting  him  upon  their  refpe&ive  com- 
plaints;  each  having  brought  with  him  a  fmall 
bottle,  containing  forae  of  his  water:  for,  by 
infpe&ing  the  urine,  this  medical  fage  pretends 
to  judge  of  the  ftate  of  the  patient.  His  figure 
is  extremely  corpulent;  he  has  a  penetrating 
eye;  and  a  good-humoured  countenance.  He 
is  feaied  oppofite  to  the  perfon  who  confults  him, 
one  moment  looks  at  the  water,  the  nejet  at  the 
patient;  and  continues  examining  alternately 
the  one  and  the  other  for  fome  time,  occaiion- 
aily  whittling  during  the  intervals.  He  then 
opens  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  acquaints  the  con* 
fultant  with  the  nature  of  his  complaints,  and 
has  fometimes  the  good  fortune  to  hit  upon  the 
true  caufe.  In  a  word,  his  knack  of  difcover* 
ing  diforders  by  urine,  has  gained  fuch  implicit 
faith  in  his  ikill,  that  we  might  as  well  queftion 
the  Pope's  infallibility  before  %  jealous  catholic* 
as  the  do&or's  in 'the  prefence  of  his  patients. 
He  has  certainly  performed  feveral  great  cures ; 
and  the  rumoxjr  of  them  hath  brought  perfons 
from  all  quarters  pf  Europe,  who  are  qome 
hither  for  his  tdvice* 

The  doftor  was  formerly  a  village  furgeon, 
has  a  flight  knowledge  of  anatomy,  and  is  tpler- 
ably  verfed  in  botany  and  chemiftry.  His  ac- 
quaintance with  the  theory  of  phyfic  is  faid  to 
be  inconfidmble :  the  gfeateft,part  of  his  know- 
ledge  being  derived  frpm  his  exteqfivejura&ice, 
notwithftanding  he  never  ftirs  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  his  own  houfe ;  for  he  would  not  take  the 
trouble  of  going  to  Berne,  even  to  attend  th? 
king  of  France. 

It 
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It  is  more  than  probable,  that  much  ©f  rfris 
extraordinary  man's  fucoefs,  is  owing  to*  the 
great  faith  or  his  patients ;  to  the  benefit  they 
receive  from  change  of  climate ;  to  the  £ih*«« 
brious  air  of  this  place ;   and  to  the  amufemem 

<  irifing  from  the  conftant  fucceffion  of:  different 
company.  But  whatever  may  have  been  thd 
caufes  of  his  celebrity,  it  has  eotne  to  him,  as 
Vill  accounts  agree,  unfought  for  by  himfelf, 
He  has  certainly  many  excellent  qnatitie*  v  hu- 
mane and  charitable  to  the  higheft  degree,  he 
not  only  furniihes  the  indigent  peafants  wf*o 
confult  him,  with  medicines  gratis,  but  gene* 
tally  tnakes  them  a  prefent  in  money  betides; 
and  he  .always  appropriates*  a  certaiti  pbttkmpf 
his  gains  to  the  poor  of  his  parifti.  Hi*  wife 
and  grand-daughters  are  dreffed  like  the  peafwit 
women  of  the  country  $  and  he  has  (hewn  hil 
good  fenfe  in  giving  to  the  latter  a  plain  edu« 
cation:  the  eldeft  he  bellowed  in  marriage, 
when  (he' was  but  fifteen,  upon  one  of  his  «d» 
fiftants,  and  with  her  £.  1,300;    no  inconfidesr- 

Aable  portion  for  this  eountry.  He  procured  1 
match  for  her  fo«  early*  he  faid,  to  prevent  9*er 
being  fpoiled  by  the  young  gentlemen  teHing 
her  that  fhe  was  pretty,  and  infpiring  her  with 
the  ambition  of  marrying  above  her  rank. 

If  domeftie  harmony,  and  the  moft  perfect 
fimpliclty  *bf  manners,  have  any  pretentions  ta 
pleafe,.  you  would  be  highly  delighted  with  this 
rural  family.  The  wife  is  a  notable  adive  wo* 
man,  and  fuperintends  the  houfliold  affairs  with 
remarkable  clevernefs  t  file  afllfts  her  huiband 
likewife  in  preparing  his  medicines j  and,  as  he 
talks.no  other  language  than  the  German,  fhe 

fervei 
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ferves  occafionally  as  an  interpreter.  And,  as 
a  proof  of  his  confidence  in  her  admhriftration 
of  his  affairs,  {he  ads  alfo  as  his  treafurer,  and 
receives  all  his  fees ;  which,  in  the  courfe  of.  a 
year,  amount  to  a  confiderable  Aim:  for,  al- 
though be  never  demands  more  than  the  price 
of  his  medicines,  yet  no  gentleman  confults 
him  without  giving  an  additional  gratuity. 
She  has  likewife  received  many  prefents  from 
perfons  who  have  reaped  benefit  by  her  hat- 
band's prefcriptions :  feveral  of  thefe  confift 
of  valuable  trinkets,  with  which  on  days  of 
ceremony  (he  decks  herfelf  to  the  bed  advan- 
tage, in  the  fimple  drefs  of  the  country. 

The  family  fit  down  to  table  regularly  at 
twelve  o'clock:  there  are  always  fotne  ftrangers 
of  the  party,  coafifting  not  only  of  thofe  perfons 
who  are  under  the  do&or's  care,  but  of  tnu 
vellers,  like  ourfelves,  who  ar$  led  by  motive* 
of  mere  curiofity.  When,  the  weather  is  fine, 
and  their  guefts  more  numerous  than  ufual, 
dinner  is  fetfved  in  an  open  filed,  that  overlooks 
the  adjacent  country,  with  a:d*ftant  view  of  the 
Glaciers  beyond  the  lake  of  Thun.  Ycfterday 
fome  peafants,  whom  the  do&or  had  invited, 
formed  ptfrfc  of  our  company j  after  dinner,  he 
gave  feme  money  to  thofe  that  fate  near  him, 
and  ordered  .one  of  his  grand-daughters  to  dif- 
tribute  his  bounty  to  the  others.  The  benevo- 
lence of  the  old  man,  his  gaiety  and  good- 
humour,  the.  cheer fulnefs  of  his  family,  the 
gratitude  of  the  poor  peafants,  the  beauty  of 
the  profoed,  and  the  fineneft  of  the  weather, 
formed  all  together  a  moil  agreeable  and  delight- 
ful fcene ;   and  I  dc*  not  remember  to  have  eve* 

%  partaken 
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diftitoguifhed  into  citizens  and  burgheffes,  inha- 
bitants and  natives  *.  The  citizens  and  burgh- 
cffles  are  alone  admitted  to  a  (hare  in  the  govern- 
ment :  the  inhabitants  are  ftrangers  who  are  al- 
lowed to  fettle  in  the  town  with  certain  privi- 
leges ;  and  the  natives  are  the  fons  of  thofe  in- 
habitants, who  poflefc  additional  advantages. 
The  two  laft  dalles  form  a  large  majority  of 
the  people. 

The  liberal  policy  of  this  government,  in  re* 
ceiving  (hangers  and  conferring  the  burgher- 
fliip,  is  the  more  remarkable  as  it  is  contrary  to 
the  fpirit  and  ufage  of  the  Swifs,  It  is  here, 
indeed,  more  neceffary;  the  territory  of  this 
ftate  being  fo  exceedingly  fmall,  that  its  very 
exiftence  depends  upon  the  number  and  induftry 
of  the  people :  fcr,  exclufive  of  the  city,  there 
are  fcarcely  16,000  fouls  in  the  whole  diflrid  of 
the  Genevois. 

The  reformed  do&rines  firft  preached*  at  Ge- 
neva, in  1533,  by  William  Farel,  a  native  of 
Cap,  in  Dauphine;  and  Peter  Viret,  of  Orbe, 
owed  their  final  reception  and  eftablifhment  to 
John  Calvin>  That  reformer  was  born  at  Noyon, 
in  1509,  and  being  driven  from  France  by  the 
perfecutions  which  Francis  the  Firft  had  railed 
agaiqft  the  proteftants,  made  hk  firft  appearance 
in  this  cit j,  in  1 536. 

Notwithftanding  Zuihgle,  CEcolampadius^nd 
Hailer,  had  reformed  the  greateft  part  of  Swit- 

*  Since  the  Jate  revolution  in  1782,  there  i?  a  fifth  clafi, 
called  dcmicifih,  who  receive  from  tip  magiflratei  as  annual 
permtfiQO  to  remain  in  the  city.  *  A 
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zerland,  fome  years  before  that  period ;  yet  Cal- 
vin, as  Voltaire  juftly  obferves,   has  given  his 
name  to  the  fectaries  of  the  reformed  religion, 
in  the  fame  manner  ,as  the  new  continent  took 
its  appellation  from   Americus    Vefpufius,    al- 
though    the    original   difcovery  was  made  by 
Columbus.     And  although  Calvin  was  not  the 
firft  reformer  of  Geneva ;    yet,  as  he  gave  ad- 
ditional ftrength  and  folidity  to  the  new  efta- 
blifhment,  and  founded  the  eeclefiaftical  form 
of  government,  he  totally  eclipfed  the  fame  of 
his  friend  William  Farel,  who  fcattered  the  firft 
feeds  of  reformation,  which  the  other  brought 
to  maturity.     In  truth,  fo  great  was  the  afcen- 
dancy  which  Calvin,  although  a  foreigner,  ac- 
quired over  the  citizens,  tfeit  he  poffefied  con- 
fiderable  influence  even  in  cifcl  matters;    and 
bore  a  large  (hare  in  fettling  the  political  con- 
ftitution.      Confcious  that  religion  derives  fup. 
port  from  every  branch  of  knowledge,  he  li- 
berally promoted  the  cultivation  of  fcience,  and 
the  ftudy  of  elegant  literature.  >  To  this  end, 
as  well  as  to  encourage  theological  erudition* 
he  prevailed   upon   government   (to   eftablifh  a 
public  academy :    but  with  fingular  difintereft- 
ednefs  declining  the  propofal  of  being  appointed 
perpetual  prefidfcnt,   he  obtained  that  office  for 
his  friend  and  fellow-labourer,  Theodore  Beza. 
In  this  new  feminary,  Calvin,  with  Theodore 
Beza,   and   his   other  colleagues,   eminent  for 
their  fuperio*  knowledge,    read   le&ures   with 
fuch  uncommon  reputation  and  fuccefs,   as  at- 
tracted ftudents  from  all  quarters. 

There   is   fuch   a  (hiking    fplendor    in    the 

brighter    parts  of  this   difinterefted   and    cele- 
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brated  reformer's  chara&er,    as  to  render   us* 
at  firft  glance,  almoft  infenfible  to  thofe  dark 
fpots  which  in  fome  inftances   have  obfcured 
its  glory*    Bat  when  we  refled  on  his  afperity 
and  arrogance;    and,  above  all,  on  the   cruel 
perfecution  of  Servetus ;   we  cannot  but  lament 
that  he  did  not  rife  fuperior  to  the  intolerant 
principles  of  the  age,   which  in  all   other   in- 
ftances he  helped  to  enlighten.     With  regard, 
however*   to  his  intolerant  principles,  it   muft 
be  acknowledged,   that  the  fame  uncharitable 
fpirit  prevailed  alfo  among  many  of  the  molt 
celebrated  reformers ;   who  unaccountably  con- 
ceived, in  oppofition,  not  only  to  the  genius, 
but  to  the  cleared  precepts  of  the  gofpcl,  that 
perfecution  for  confcience  fake,   although  Min- 
chriftian  in  every  other  ecclefiaftical  eftablHh- 
ment,    was    judicable   in    their    own.      This 
abfurd  and  dangerous  opinion,   gave  great  ad- 
vantage to  their  adverfaries  of  the  papal  hier- 
archy :    for,    it    is    obvious    to    the    meaneft 
underftsLndiilg,.  that,    if  perfecution   is  juftifi* 
able  in  any  particular  church,  it  muft  be  fo 
univerfally. 

The  republic  of  Geneva  is,  however,  at 
prefent,  the  mod  tolerating  of  all  the  re* 
formed  Hates  in  Switzerland  ;  being  the  only 
government  in  this  country,  which  permits 
the  public  exercife  of  the  Lutheran  religion. 
In  this  refpeft  the  clergy*  no  lefs  wifely, 
than  fuitablY  to  the  fpirit  as  well  as  the  letter 
of  the  Chriftian  revelation,  have  renounced  the 
principles  of  their  great  patriarch,  Calvin: 
although  they  ftill  hold  that  able  reformer  in 
high  veneration ;   yet  they  know  how  to  diftin- 
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guU)  his  virtues  from  his  defe&s,  and  to  ad- 
mire the  one  without  being  blindly  partial  to 
the  other. 

I  am,  Jcc« 
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partaken  of  any  meal  with  a  more  fenfible  and 
heart-felt  fatisfa&ion. 

This  fingular  man  is  very  often  employed  in 
giving  advice  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  fix 
m  the  evening,  with  no  other  intermiffion  than 
during  the  time  he  is  at  table.  His  drugs  are  of 
the  bed  kind ;  for  he  colle&s  the  fimples,  and 
diftils  them  himfelf.  His  boufe,  like  thofe  of 
the  pcafants,  is  conftru&ed  of  wood;  and, 
though  always  full  of  people,  is  remarkably  neat 
and  clean.  In  (hort,  every  thing  about  him 
bears  the  appearance  of  the  pleaiing  fimplicity  of 
former  ages, 

I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  tell  you,  that  I  con* 
fulted  him  this  morning ;  and  have  reafon  to  be 
highly  fatisfied  with  his  prefcription :  for,  he 
told  me  I  was  in  fuch  good  health,  that  the  only 
advice  he  had  to  give  me,  was  "  to  eat  and 
"  drink  well,  to  daiice,  be  merry,  and  take 
"  moderate  exercife." 

It  is  now  Langenau  fair ;  and  the  village  is 
crowded  with  the  neighbouring  peasants.  Great 
numbers  of  the  men  have  long  beards,  and 
many  of  them  cover  their  heads  with  a  woman's 
ftraw  hat,  extremely  broad,  which  makes  a 
very  grotefque  appearance :  their  drefc  is  chiefly 
a  coarfe  brown  cloth  jacket  without  fleeves; 
with  large  puffed  breeches  of  ticken.  The  wo- 
men,  who  are  remarkably  handfome,  wear  their 
hair  plaited  behind  in  treffes,  with  the  riband 
hanging  down  below  the  waift ;  a  flat  plain 
ftraw  hat,  which  is  very  becoming;  a  red  or 
brown  cloth  jacket  without  fleeves;- a  black 
or  blue  petticoat  bordered  with  red,  and  fcarcely 
reaching  below  the  knees;   red  (lockings  with 

black 
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black  clocks,  and  no  he*  Is  to  their  flioes ;  their 
fhiits  of  extremely  fine  linen,  fattened  clofe 
round  the  throat  by  a  black  collar  with  red 
ornaments  :  the  better  fort  have  chains  of  filver 
between  the  fhoulders,  brought  round  under" 
each  arm,  and  fattened  beneath  the  bofom,  the 
ends  hanging  down  with  fome  filver  ornaments. 
I  am  fo  charmed  with  the  fituation  of  this  vil- 
lage, the  cheerfulness  and  Angularity  of  this  ruf« 
tic  and  agreeable  family,  and  the  uncommon 
character  of  the  humane  do&or,  that  I  could 
with  pleafure  continue  here  fome  days  longer: 
but  I  am  prefled  for  time,  and  have  a  long  jour- 
ney before  me. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


This  celebrated  empiric  died  in  March,  1781; 
and  Langenau,  which  I  again  vifited  in  Auguft, 
1785,  was'^o  longer  the  refort  of  the  fick,  the 
valetudinarian,  the  curious,  and  the  idle.  The 
do&or  had  gained  by  his  pra&ice  ten  thoufand 
pounds ;  of  which  fum  his  wife  received  a  third, 
and  die  remainder  was  diftributed  among  his 
fon»in~law  and  grand-children. 

Langenau  is  fituated  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Emmethal,  a  valley  remarkable  for  its 
cultivation  and  beauty.  Many  of  the  farmers 
are  extremely  rich :  the  people  appear  in  ge- 
neral contented  and  happy;    the  wooden  cot- 

tages 
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fages  (bartered  about  the  fields,  are  uncom- 
monly neat  and  comfortable;  and  announce, 
in  their  general  appearance,  the  welKbeing  of 
the  peafantry* 
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Payerne — Moudan— Geneva — Cabv'uu 


Geneva*  Sept.  0. 
¥ 

1  TOOK  leave  of  my  friends  at  Langenau,  m 
order  to  proceed  to  Avignon ;  .where  I  am  going 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  Abbs  de  Sade,  autbor  of  tbd 
interefting  memoirs  of  the  life  of  Petrarch. 
Monfieur  de  Vigur,  a  fenator  of  Soleure,  of* 
fared  me  a  place  in  his  carriage  to  Berne :  and* 
as  my  principal  objed  in  travelling  is  to  acquire 
intelligence,  1  very  gladly  embraced  this  oppor- 
tunity of  leading  my  worthy  and  well-informed 
companion  into,  a  converfation*  not  only  con*, 
cerning  the  government  of  Soleure  in  particular, 
but  in  relation  alfo  to  Switzerland  in  general; 
and  I  found  him  exceedingly  well-difpofed  to 
anfwer  the  feveral  queftions  he  allowed  me  to 
propofe  to  him.  • 

The 
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The  next  day  I  repafled  through  Morat  apd 
Avenches,  and  flept  at  Payerne,  a  town  in  the 
canton  of  Berne,  which  enjoys  confiderable  pri- 
vileges. Upon  the  bridge  over  the  Broye,  is  an 
antient  Roman  inscription :  a$  I  was  endeavour* 
ing  to  decypher  it,  a  plain-looking  man  accofted 
me  in  a  very  folemn  tone  ot  voice,  and  faid,  he 
had  often  tried  to  make  out  the  infeription,  but 
without  fuccefs;  though  he  could  read  very  well, ' 
and  had  a  (mattering  in  Latin.  "  For,"  added 
he,  "  what  can  be  the  meaning  of  N  and  I  and 
O,  and  all  thofe  great  letters,  which  feem  to 
have  no  connection  with  each  other  ?  Give  me 
a  p^ge  of  plain  Latin,  and  I  will  tranflate  it 
fropi  the  beginning  to  the  end;  but  fpr  thefe 
Ns,  Is  and  Os ;  taJge  my  word  for  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  youf  pains,  you  will  never  be  the 
wifer."  However,  as,  I  did  not  feem  difpofed 
to  follow  his  advice,  but  continued  decyphering 
the  infeription  (which  was  by  no  means  a  diffi- 
cult talk)  he  appeared  aftonilhed  at  "my  obfti- 
nacy,  and  left  me,  with  an  apparent  air  °f  P^fr 
to  my  hopelefs  fortune. 

.  Moudon  i»  an  handfome  town,  the  principal 
burgh  of  a  bailliage  of  the  fame  name,  and  for- 
merly the  capital  of  all  that  part  of  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  which  belonged  to  the.  duke  of  Savoy. 
It  was  alio  the  ordinary  refidence  of  his  chief 
bailif,  and  the  place  where  the  affembly  of  the 
ftates  were  accuftomed  to  meet.  The  bailif  ap- 
pointed by  the  fovereign  council  of  Berne,  re* 
fides  in  the  caftle  of  Lucens,  built  upon  the 
fummit  of  a  mountain,  in  a  fituation  exceedingly 
pi&urefque.  This  caftle  formerly  belonged  to 
{he  bifh^ps  of  Laufanne*  and  was  one  of  their 
-    w  fayoui^ 
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favourite  feats,  before  the  reformation  was  in- 
troduced into  this  country. 

Geneva  lies  upon  the  narroweft  part  of  the 
lake,  where  the  Rhone  iflues  in  two  large  and 
rapid  ftreams,  which  foon  afterwards  unite. 
That  river  feparates  the  town  into  two  unequal 
divifions;  receives  the  muddy  Arve  in  its  courfe; 
and  flows  through  France  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean. The  adjacent  country  is  uncommonly 
pi&urefque ;  and  abounds  in  magnificent  views : 
the  feveral  objeds  which  compofe  this  enchant* 
ing  profpeft,  are,  the  town;  the  lake;  the 
numerous  hills  and  mountains,  particularly  the 
Saleve  and  the  Mole,  rifing  fuddenly  from  the 
plain  in  a  variety  of  fantaftic  forms,  backed  by 
die  Glaciers  of  Savoy,  witj*  their  frozen  tops 
gliftening  in  the  fun;  and  the  majeftic  Mont 
Blanc  rearing  its  head  far  above  the  reft. 

Geneva,  whichi  lies  partly  in  the  plain  upon 
die  borders  of  the  lake,  and  partly  upon  a 
gentle  afcent,  is  irregularly  built;  the  houfes 
are  high,  and  many,  which  (land  in  the  trading 
part  of  the  city,  have  arcades  of  wood,  .which 
are  raifed  even  to  the  upper  ftori*.  Thefe  ar- 
cades, fupported  by  pillars,  give  a  gloomy  ap- 
pearance to  the  ftreet;  but  are  ufeful  to  the 
inhabitants  in  prote&ing  them  from  the  fun  and 
rain*  Geneva  is  by  far  the  molt  pojgilous  town 
in  Switzerland;  and  contains  24,000  fouls. 
This  fuperiority  of'  numbers  is  undoubtedly  ow- 
ing to  the  great  induftry  and  aQavity  of  the  in- 
habitants ;#  to  its  more  extenfive  commerce;  to 
the  facility  of  purchafing  the  burgherfhip ;  and 
to  the  privileges  i  which  government  allows  to 
all  foreigners.     The  tnembers  of  thi*  city  are 
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diftinguifhed  into  citizens  and  burghefles,  inha- 
bitants and  natives  *.  The  citizens  and  burgh- 
effies  are  alone  admitted  to  a  (hare  in  the  govern* 
ment :  the  inhabitants  are  flrangers  who  are  al- 
lowed to  fettle  in  the  town  with  certain  privi- 
leges ;  and  the  natives  are  the  fons  of  thofe  in* 
habitants,  who  poffefs  additional  advantages. 
The  two  laft  dalles  form  a  large  majority  of 
the  people. 

The  liberal  policy  of  this  government,  in  re- 
ceiving flrangers  and  conferring  the  burgher* 
{hip,,  is  the  more  remarkable  as  it  is  contrary  to 
the  fpirit  and  ufage  of  the  Swifs*  It  is  here, 
indeed,  more  neceflary;  the  territory  of  this 
ftate  being  fo  exceedingly  fmall,  that  its  very 
exiftence  depends  upon  the  number  and  induftry 
of  the  people :  for,  exclufive  of  the  city,  there 
are  fcarcely  16,000  fouls  in  the  whole  diilrid  of 
the  Genevois. 

The  reformed  do&rines  firft  preached'  at  Ge- 
neva, in  1533,  by  William  Farel,  a  native  of 
Gap,  in  Dauphine;  and  Peter  Viret,  of  Orbc, 
owed,  their  final  reception  and  eftablifhment  to 
John  Calvin/V-  That  reformer  was  born  at  Noyon, 
in  1509,  and  being  driven  from  France  by  the 
perfecutions  which  Francis  the  Firft  had  railed 
agaiqft  the  proteftants,  made  hk  firft  appearance 
in  this  cit^  in  1 536. 

Notwithftanding  Zuiiigle,  CEcolampadius,4and 
Hailer,  had  reformed  the  greateft  part  of  Swit- 


*  Since  the  late  revolution  in  1782,  there  i?  a  fifth  clafi, 
called  demiafitj,  who  receive  from  tip  magiflratet  an  annual 
fcrnufton  to  remain  in  the  city. 
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zerland,  fome  years  before  that  period ;  yet  Cal- 
vin, as  Voltaire  juftly  obferves,  has  given  his 
name  to  the  fe&aries  of  the  reformed  religion, 
in  the  fame  manner  ,as  the  new  continent  took 
its  appellation  from  Americus  Vefpufius,  al* 
though  the  original  difcovery  was  made  by 
Columbus.  And  although  Calvin  was  not  the 
firft  reformer  of  Geneva ;  yet,  as  he  gave  ad- 
ditional ftrength  and  folidity  to  the  new  efta- 
bliihment,  and  founded  the  ecclefiaftical  form 
of  government,  he  totally  eclipfed  the  fame  of 
his  friend  William  Farel,  who  fcattered  the  firft 
feeds  of  reformation,  which  the  other  brought 
to  maturity.  In  truth,  fo  great  was  the  afcen- 
dancy  which  Calvin,  although  a  foreigner,  ac- 
quired over  the  citizens,  tfcat  he  poffefled  con- 
fiderable  influence  even  in  citiil  matters;  and 
bore  a  large  fhare  in  fettling  the  political  con- 
ftitution.  Confcious  that  religion  derives  fup. 
port  from  every  branch  of  knowledge,  he  li- 
berally promoted  the  cultivation  of  fcience,  and 
the  ftudy  of  elegant  literature..  To  this  end, 
as  well  as  to  encourage  theological  erudition* 
he  prevailed  upon  government  fo  eftablilh  a 
public  academy :  but  with  lingular  difintereft- 
ednefs  declining  the  propofal  of  being  appointed 
perpetual  prefidtat,  he  obtained  that  office  for 
his  friend  and  fellow-labourer,  Theodore  Beza. 
In  this  new  feminary,  Calvin,  with  Theodore 
Beza,  and  his  other  colleagues,  eminent  for 
their  fuperior  knowledge,  read  le&ures  with 
fuch  uncommon  reputation  and  fuccefs,  as  at- 
tracted ftudents  from  all  quarters. 

There  is  fuch  a  (hiking  fplendor  in  the 
brighter    parts  of  this   difmterefted   and    cele- 

*  ,*  bratcd 
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brated  reformer's  chara&er,  as  to  render  at, 
at  firft  glance,  almoft  infenfible  to  thofe  dark 
fpots  which  in  fome  inftances  have  obfcured 
its  glory*  But  when  we  refleft  on  his  afperity 
and  arrogance;  and,  above  all,  on  the  cruel 
perfecution  of  Servetus  ;  we  cannot  but  lament 
that  he  did  not  rife  fuperior  to  the  intolerant 
principles  of  the  age,  which  in  all  other  in- 
tfances  he  helped  to  enlighten.  With  regard, 
however*  to  his  intolerant  principles,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  fame  uncharitable 
fpirit  prevailed  alfo  among  many  of  the  mod 
celebrated  reformers ;  who  unaccountably  con* 
ceived,  in  opposition,  not  only  to  the  genius, 
but  to  the  cleared  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  that 
perfecution  for  confcience  fake,  although  Min- 
chriftian  in  every  other  ecclefiaftical  eftablifli- 
ment,  was  juftifiable  in  their  own.  This 
abfurd  and  dangerous  opinion,  gave  great  ad-* 
vantage  to  their  adverfaries  of  the  papal  hier- 
archy :  for,  it  is  obvious  to  the  meaneft 
underfUnding,,  that,  if  perfecution  is  juftifU 
able  in  any  particular  church,  it  mull  be  fo 
univerfally. 

The  republic  of  Geneva  is,  however,  at 
prefent,  the  molt  tolerating  of  all  the  re* 
formed  ftates  in  Switzerland  ;  being  the  only 
government  in  this  country,  whkh  permits 
the  public  exercife  of  the  Lutheran  religion. 
In  this  refpeft  the  clergy*  no  lefs  wjfely, 
than  fuitablv  to  the  fpirit  as  well  as  the  letter 
of  the  Chriuian  revelation,  have  renounced  the 
principles  of  their  great  patriarch,  Calvin : 
although  they  (till  hold  that  able  reformer  in 
high  veneration ;    yet  they  know  how  to  diftin- 
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8™«»  his  virtues  from  hit  defeds,  and  to  ad- 
*      "wre  the  one  \rithout  being  blindly  partial  to 
*oe  other. 
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of  Sa^oy,.  the  in«fepehdeiftF  (Sf  Oeneiraj  and 
whd  'cbhimered.jthe  haf <HhipsJ  he  hatf'  ftfflfered, 
and  the  perils  he  hajtE  ef^i'feetf,  as  ties;  that  &t- 
deiared'him  tflote  ftr^ngi^'V^1^  cftf,  which  he 
had  adbpteti  a£  fijr  d#A:  ^rttl'fwis  a'jiti&cipai 
promoter  df  the  tcfttfnaktfopf  By  gehtfe  iheans 
and:  gradual  ittftr6&ibn. •'•rfHr  clofed  his  bene- 
factions  to  hi$  beloved  city  by  the  gift  -of  Mr 
yiluaMe ,  mjiAttfcrjpts  and4  hooks,  and  by  be- 
queathing Ms1  fbmine  tb^sgf*  the  eftaMHhment 
and  foppdrt'pfthp  feminity;'  Hij  works,  whicfr 
dfiieffr  relate  td  the  hHtory.of  Qeneva,  ar6  pier-* 
fervea  with  that  <;ai^  ^d  reterente,  whk^  are 
due  to/to  ctdhi^nt  a  bfcriefa&or.\  7  '  ,      ,;  •    ' 

^  The  iMty  contains  a#6btt  tifriiittrtr  Sad* 
many  turjkpt^  ininuftrripts, .  of  which  ah  accurate 
and'fes^tw/^alb^cl  has  bfen  lardy  pubJfffietF 
By  the -ftetrttend  'W:  Semjebter  ifefe  librarian. 
He  hil'attefaiptfd'  to  determine  the  ages  6f  the 
ftveriJ^^t^npti ;  hef  deftrribes  their  form  and4 
fee,,  the  piarefialfc  oil  which  they  are ^rittfea,. 
the  orn^Lnients,  the  chara&etiftic  phrafes, '  and 
mentions  the  proofs,  on  Mricji  he  grounds  his 
opinions.  Hfe.apfds.  alfo  the  hotes,  and  diftin- 
gtiifhes  thofe  which  have  never  been  printed. 

*  M.  Sennebkr  has  alfo  favoured  the  world 
With  u  Htftoire  Lkitaite  de  -Genevf"  accompa- 
nied with  ,  biographical  ^necd&es  ]of  thofe  fca» 
fives,  Who  hdre  been  celebrated  for  their  learn- 
ing. As  I  fhquld  treffiiis  tod  hroch  tipon  your 
time,  if^were  to  attethpt  fending*  yott  an  *c* 
count  of  raeprincipalttien  'of  tetters  in  OeAefa^; 
I  IhalJ.  confine  myfelf  to  thofe  ordyy.  with  whbm 
tarn  perfoiially1  Acquainted,  ,"" 

Charley  $bnnet  was  born  in  17*6.  '-His'Bfe 
has  beenrdevoted  ta  tfiepuduhs  of  literature, 

and 
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^d  to  the  irnproy^ rftejtf  of  philofopfcy  and  fcf- 
CRce.  E{e.  h^  proved  by  h^s^Hiblica&oft*,  that 
hit  iade?afig#h)e  igdpftry.  in  fparchmg  into  the 
pjb^pmeha  of  theicreatuw,  is  ^qpiUed-only  >b|f 
)»  jpgeauky  fin  -expjaifring  them:  Hjs  wprkfi, 
printed  alt  •  :Nf^f  h^^: ,  frrm  nine  volume*  ify 
%uar^  or  ^eighteen  ki  oQaxo,  s*nd  coft^ain  d*« 
vers  fitbjeljU  of  natural  history,  many  HGCur?fie 
©bfervrations  on  iqfcfts,  on  the  vegetation  of' 
plaxtfs,  pa  the  u&  $f  leaves  ia  plants*  ^onfider* 
atiqns  on  org^z^  todies,  and  this  ootitemptat 
tions  of, nature,       .,(Jj  ..  -    -.' 

%  £f vend  tveattfefe  .  ^id  ^particularly  Ws  Ana* 
ta#ca}  EJ&y  oa  the  Faculties  of  the  Sou},  be  ha* 
(Lerwa  himfelf  an  acute  metaphysial*  Like  hit 
friend  Haljer,  he  ha*,  alio  ftopd  forth  an  ahfe 
advocate  fer  the  great  principles  of  natural  and 
revealed  religion.  His  #  Philefopbical  Re- 
fearch^s  pp.  Christianity,  and  Jiis  treatife  on  th? 
Exiilencg  pf  Gpdr  proyp,  th»t  #1  intimate 
kn^wfeflg?  pf  Rature  necefiarily  tends  to  etta* 
J>U(h  a  rational  JnAiff  of  thofe  great  truths. 

I  h^d  frequent  opportpnitie3pf  converting 
jrith  this  refpeftable  .philofopher ;  though  now 
in  the  fixty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  he  poffeffes  a$ 
uncommon  degree  of  vivacity  and  animation, 
iUll  retains  hi*  anthufiafm  for  the  purfuits  of 
fcience,  and  /peaks  with  the  f^me  perfpicuity 
ppd  ejega#ce  a*  aare  obfprv^ble  in  Ms  wri&Aga, 

•  A  tranflation  of  his  Rtcherc ha  PhUofiphtqutf  fur  la 
Prrwei  dts  Chrijutm/mty  has  been  lately  give*  to  the4  public, 
far  John  l*e*i»  i&nfiet,  Xfq.  under  the  title  of  « (Phiiofb- 
McA  ju>d  Critical  Inquiries  coaccrmog  Qhriltitnhy^1 
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I  was  no  left  ambitious  of  being  known  to 
his  nephew  M.  de  Sauflure.  Bora  in  1740;  hq 
was  ele&ed  profeflor  of  phibfophy  in  1762 ;  and 
has  given  to  the  public  the  following  fpecimens 
of  his  indefatigable  induftry,  and  of  the  verfa* 
fility  of  his  talents:  various  remarks  and  ex« 
periments  on  tnicrofeopic  animals ;  obfer^aitions 
on  ele&rkity;  on  bafaltic  lavas  and  volcanic 
produ&iens  ;  on  the  phyfical  geography  of 
Italy*  ••  He*  has  invented  an  inftrumentfor  ittea* 
faring  the  degrees  of  magnetic  force  y  and  fo 
much  improved  the  ele&rometer  of  Givallo, 
that- it  may  be  almoft'  considered  as  a  new^in- 
ftrument.  But  above  all,  his  invention  of  the 
tiair-hygrometer,  or  an  instrument  for  mfeafur? 
ing  the  moifture  of  the  atmofpherei  has  enabled 
him  to  rfiake  mahy  theoretical  and  experimental 
refeaf  chfes  that  %re  detailed  in  his  Effai  fuf  FHy- 
gr$metre.  And  although  a  contrdverfy  tt  now 
fubfifting  between  him  and  M.  de  Luc,  con- 
cerning  the  propriety  of  hair  as  an  inftrument 
for  this  purpofe;  yet  it  cannot  depreciate  this 
invention ;  and  new  lights  muft  be  thrown  pn 
that  fubjeft  by  the  oppofition  of  two  fu'ch  >bl$ 
naturalms. 

His  Voyagfs  dans  les  Alfes\  of  which  two  vo- 
lumes in  quarto  have  already  made  their  ap- 
pearance, treat  of  the  phyfical  geography  of  the 
Alps*  the  formation  of  mountains,  the  Origin  of 
the  Glaciers,  and  various  phenomena  of  nature, 
which  peculiarly  diftingqifh  Switzerland.  Un- 
like fome  philofpphers  of  the  prefent  age,  who 
from  their  cabinet,  and  with  no  other  knowledge 
pf  the  earth  than  what  is  acquired  by  books, 
peremptorily  and  prefumptuouily  decide  on  the 

theory 


theory  of  file  globe,  this  indefatigable  obferver 
draws  from  repeated  travels,  and  inceffant  expe- 
rience, a  fund  of  fa&s,  which  may  enable  him 
to  complete  the  great  defign  and  obje&  of  att 
his  refearches,  that  of  eftabliihing  a  more  per* 
feft  theory  of  the  earth. 

The  cabinet  of  M.  de  Sauffure  is  an  objeft 
worthy  of  the  traveller's  curtofity.  It  contains 
a  coUe£tk>n  of  foreign  and  Swift  butterflies  $  va- 
rious petrifactions  and  foflils,  more  particularly 
a  large  variety  of  bafalts  and  volcanic  produc- 
tions ;  numerous  fpecimens  of  granites  and  other 
primitive  ftones  $  which  he  has  coHe&ed  during 
his  various  expeditions,  and  from  parts  which 
have  been  only  vifited  by  himfelf. 

M.  de  Sauffure  has  lately  reiigntd  the  profef- 
/offliip  of  experimental  philoibphy,  and  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  my  very  worthy  and  ingenious  friend 
Jflr.  PiSet  Turretini,  who  has  already  diftin- 
•guMhed  himfelf' by  various  publications,  which 
-elucidate  fevcral  important  branches  of  experi- 
mental philofophy. 

.  Paul  Henry  Mallet,  born  at  Geneva  in  1730, 
paffed  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  at  Copenhagen 
as  preceptor  to  die  prefent  king,  Chnftian  the 
Sixth.  HU  introdu&ion  to  the  hiftory  of  Den- 
mark, under  the  title  of  Northern  Antiquities, 
proves  him  a  profound  and  accurate  antiquarian; 
and  his  hiftories  of  Hefie,  Brunfwie,  and  Den- 
mark, &ew  him  no  lefs  eminent  as  an  hiftorian. 
I  fliould  on  this  occafion  be  unmindful  of  the 
honour  conferred  on  me,  if  I  omitted  to  men- 
tion, that  his  lateft  work  is  a  tranflation  of  my 
Travels  into  Poland,  Ruflia,  Sweden,  and  Den- 
mark, to  which  he  has  added  many  remarks, 
find  a  Jourpey  into  Norway. 

M.  de 
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M*  At  Luc,  reader  to  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  and  refident  in  England,  is'alfo  a  na» 
tive  of  Geneva.  He  was  born  in  1727,  and 
pub  lifted,  in  177^9  his  celebrated  work  on  the 
modification  of  the  atmofphere,  and  on  the  the- 
ory of  barometers  and  thermometers :  a  perfor- 
mance which  marks  a  diftinguifhed  sera  in  the 
hiftory  of  experimental  philosophy,  and  winch 
we  are  happy  to  find  he  is  ftill  carrying  on  sunder 
the  title  of  Idtes  fur  la  Meteorobgie.  But  in  his 
Lettres  Pbyfiqttes  ft  Morales*  fur  FHijtmre,  de  la 
Terre  ct  de  I'Homme,  M.  de  Luc  appears  to  fin* 
gular  advantage.  In  this  extraordinary  perfono- 
ance,  he  has  difplayed  2.  moft  extenfive  know* 
ledge  of  nature,  and  has  applied  it  with  great 
fagacity  in  forming  a  new  theory  of  the  ebrth, 
and  in  a  happy  accommodation  of  his  hyppthefis 
to  the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creation. 

The  cabinet  of  M.  de  Luc  i6  not  only  remark- 
able for  the  number  and  rarity  of  many  fperi* 
mens ;  but  more  particularly  claims  the  ato«v 
tion  of  the  naturalift,  as  it  is  a  fyftematic  collec- 
tion, tending  to  illuftrate  his  theory  of  the  globe. 
With  this  view  it  may  be  divided  into  three  prin- 
cipal parts.  The  firft  part  contains  petrifactions 
and  foffil8 ;  the  feoond,  the  collection  of  (hones  $ 
and  the  third*  kvas  and,  volcanic  production*. 

The  firft  part  ts  arranged  in  fach  a  manner, 
-under  three  diftraft  hfads,  as  may  enable  the 
j&attaraliil,  t.  to  compare,  the  petrifit&ions  of  ani- 
mals and  vegetables  wkh  the  fame  bodies,  which 
*re  ftill  known  to  exift  in  our  parts  of  the  globe; 
a*  to  compare  thofe  petrifactions  of  animals  and 
vqgetfcbles  with  the  lame  bodies  which  are  known 
to  eicift  in  diftaat  countries ;  3.  to  confider  the 
•  petrifactions 


petrifactions  of  thofe  bodies  which  are  no  longer 
known  to  exift. 

The  fecond  part  comprehends  the  ftones  un- 
der three  points  of -view;  i.  thofe  of  the  primi- 
tive mountains,  which  contain  no  animal  bodies; 
a.  thofe  of  the  fefaDndary'inountaiks,  which  con- 
tain only  marine  bodies ;  3.  thofe  which  contain 
terreftial  bodies. 

•  In  the  third  part,  the  lavas  and  other  volcanic 
production*  ase  diftiaguKhed  into,  1.  thofe  from 
volcanos  now  in  a  burning  ftate ;  a.  thofe  from 
extind  volcanos. 

I  am,  &c« 
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Government  of  Geneva  in  1775. 


H  £  city  of  Genera  and  its  territory  were 
formerly  united  to  the  German  empire,  under 
the  fuccefTors  of  Charlemagne :  but  as  the  power 
of  the  emperors,  feeble  eyen  in  Germany,  was 
(till  weaker  in  the  frontier  provinces,  the  bifhops 
of  Geneva,  like  feveral  other  great  vaflals  of 
the  empire,  gradually  acquired  very  confiderable 
authority  over  the  city  and  its  domains ;  which 
the  emperor  had  no  other  means  of  counterba* 
laneing,  than  by  encreafmg  the  liberties  of  the 
people*  During  thefe  times  of  confufion,  con- 
stant difputes  fubfifted  between  the  biftiops  and 
the  counts  of  the  Genevois ;  for  the  latter,  al- 
though at  their  firft  inftitution  merely  officers  of 
the  emperor,  and  confidered  as  vaflals  of  the 
bifhops ;  yet  claimed  and  aflerted  a  right  to  the 
exclufive  adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  citizens 
took  advantage  of  thefe  quarrels ;  and,  by  fiding 
occafionally  with  each  party,  obtained  an  exten- 
sion of  t^eir  privileges  from  both. 

But  the  Houfe  or  Savoy  having  purchafed  the 
Genevois,  and  fucceeded  to  all  the  prerogatives 
of  the  counts,  with  additional  power  i  the  bifhops 

and 
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*nd  the  people  firmly  united,  in  order  to  oppofe 
encroachments,  which  were  no  lefs  prejudicial  to 
the  authority  of  the  one,  than  to  the  liberties  of 
the  others.  During  this  period,  the  refpe&ive 
pretentions  of  the  counts,  bifhops,  and  citizens , 
were  fo  various,  as  to  form  a  government  equally 
Angular  and  complicated.  The  harmony,  how- 
ever, between  the  biihqps  and  citizens,  was  at 
length  broken  by  the  artful  management  of  the 
counts  of  Savoy,  who  had  the  addrefs  to  pro- 
cure the  epifcopal  fee  for  their  brothers,  and 
even  for  their  illegitimate  children.  By  thefe 
methods,  their  power  in  the  city  became  fo  en- 
larged, that,  towards  the  commencement  of 
the  fixteenth  century,  Charles  the  Third, 
duke  of  Savoy,  (although  the  form  of  go- 
vernment was  entirely  republic)  obtained  an 
almoft  abfolute  authority  over  the  citizens; 
and  exercifed  it  in  the  moil  unjuft  and  arbitrary 
manner.  Hence  arofe  perpetual  ftruggles  be- 
tween the  duke  and  the  citizens ;  the  latter  con- 
tinually oppofing,  either  by  open  violence,  or 
fecret  meafures,  his  tyrannical  ufurpation :  thus 
two  parties  were  formed ;  the  zealots  for  liberty 
were  called  eidgenoffen^  or  confederates ;  while 
the  partizans  of  the  duke  were  branded  with  the 
appellation  of  mammelucsy  or  (laves. 

The  treaty  of  alliance,  which  the  town  con- 
tracted with  Berne  and  Friburgh,  in  1526,  may 
be  confidered  as  the  true  a*a  of  its  liberty  and 
independence:  for,  not  long  after,  the  duke 
was  deprived  of  his  authority ;  the  bifhop  driven 
from  the  city;  a  republican  form  of  govern, 
irient  eftabliflied;  and  the  reformation  intro- 
duced. From  this  time,  Charles  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors  waged  inceffant  war  againft  the  town: 

but 
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but  his  hoftiUties  were  rendered  ineffe&ual,  by 

.4he  intrepid  bravery  of  the  citizens,  and  the 
affiftance  pf  Berne, 

In  1 584,.  Geneva  concluded  a  treaty  of  perpe- 
tual alliance  with  Zurk  and  Berpe,  by  which  it 
is  allied  with  the  Swift  cantons, 

The  laft  attempt  of  the  Houfe  of  Savoy 
againft  Geneva,  was  in  1 60a  \  when  Charley 
Emanuel  treacheroufly  attacked  the  town  during 
a  profound  peace.  Two  hundred  Soldiers  fcaleq 
the  walls  in  the  nighft,  whole  the  inhabitants 
were  tepofcd  iu  unfufpe&ing  fecurity ;  but  being 
timely  discovered,  were  repulfed  by  the  defpe- 
rate  valour  of  a  few  citizens,  who  glorioufly  fa- 
crificed  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
their  country.     As  a  tribute  of  public  gratitude 

'for  their  glorious  refiftance,  thefe  brave  Gene- 
vans were  buried  with  great  pomp,  and  their 
names  are  recorded  on  a  fepulchral  ftone.    In 

.memory  of  this  event,  fame  of  the  fcaling- 
ladders,  by  which  the  enemy  entered  the  town, 

•are  preferved  in  the  arfenal;  and  alio  the  .pe- 
tard, which  was  fattened  to  one  of  the  gates, 
when'  the  gunner  was  killed,  before  it  could  be 
discharged.  The  war  occafioned  by  this  perfidy 
was  concluded  in  the  following  year  by  a  iblemn 
treaty:  fince  that  period,  uninterrupted  peace 
has  been  .maintained  between  the  houfe  of 
Savoy  and  Gepeva;  although  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia did  not  formally  acknowledge,  till  1754, 
the  independence  of  the  republic. 

No  fooner  was  peace  concluded  with  the 
Houfe  of  Savoy,  than  the  flames  of  internal 
difoord,  fo  apt  to  kindle  in  popular  govern- 
ments, and  which  had  been  {mothered  by  their 

.  common  danger  from  a  foreign  enemy,  began 

to 
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to  appear.  During  the  greatteft  part  of  the  taft 
century,  to  the  prefent  period,  the  hiftory  of 
Geneva  contains  little  more  than  a  narrative  of 
contentions  between  the  ariftocraticai  and  the 
popular  parties,  Thefe  mutual  ftxuggles  have 
been  occafionally  Exerted  with  fo  much  violence 
and  animofity,  as  to  threaten,  for  a  moment, 
a  total  revolution  in  the  ft  ate;  but,  happily, 
they  have  been  kkherto  compromifed  without 
producing  any  fetal  effe&s  *. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century, 
die  power  of  th6  Great  Council  was  become 
almoft  abfolute.  In  order  to  reftraht  its  autho- 
rity, .the  popular  party,  in  1707,  procured  an 
ed£&,  that  every  five  yean  a  general  council  of 
Ae  citizens  and  burghers  fhould  be  fummoned, 
fo  dfelibgrate  upon  the  affairs  of  the  republic- 
Agreeably  to  this  law,  a  general  aflerobty  was 
convened  in  171*;  and  the  vefy  firft  aft  ex. 
erted  by  the  people  in  this  their  colle&ive  capa- 
city, was  the  abolition  of  the  above-mentioned 
edia. 

*  An  event  of  fi>  lingular  a  nature,  can  hardly 
be  accounted  for  upon  the  general  principle  of 
popular  ficklenefs  and  inconfiftency :  accord* 
mgly  Rouffeau,  in  his  Letters  etrHes  de  la  Mon- 
tagne,  imputes  it  t?o  the  artifices  of  the  magif- 
trates  ;  and  to  the  equivocal  terms  marked  upon 
the  billets  then  in  ufe«  For,  the  queftion  pro* 
pofed  'to  the  people  being,  "  Whether  the  qri- 
"  nion  of  the  Councils,  for  abolifhing  the  pe* 
tt  nodical  general  afiemblies,  ihould  pafc  into  a 
u  law  ?*    me  words  employed  on  the  billets  de* 

*  The  reader  will  recoiled  that  this  letter  was  written  in 
1776,  before  the  late  Revolution  of  1-781,  which  is  related  ia 
tbe  ftbfcquent  letter. 

livered 
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livered  for  that  purpofe,  were,  approbation,  rt* 
jeftion\  fo  that  whichever  fide  was  taken,  if 
came  to  the  fame  point.  If  the  billet  of  appro* 
bation  were  chofen,  the  opinion  of  the  councils 
which  reje&ed  the  periodical  alTembly,  was  ap- 
proved ;  if  that  of  rejection,  then  the  periodical 
affembly  was  rejefted  of  courfe.  Accordingly, 
feveral  of  the  citizens  afterwards  complained 
that  they  had  been  deceived,  as  they  never 
meant  to  rejeft  the  general  affembly,  but  only 
the  opinion  of  the  councils  *♦ 

In  confeauence  of  this  extraordinary  repeal, 
the  power  at  the  ariftocracy  continued  increafing 
till  within  thefe  few  years  ;  when  the  citizens, 
by  a  lingular  conjunction  of  favourable  circum- 
(lances,  Joined  to  an  uncommon  fpirit  of  union 
and  perleverance,  have  procured  feveral  changes; 
in  the  conftitution  of  Geneva;  by  which  the 
authority  of  the  magiftrates  has  been  limited, 
and  the  rights  of  the  people  enlarged.  Happy ! 
if  they  know  where  to  (top;  left,  continuing 
to  extend  the  bounds  of  their  own  privileges, 
they  (hake  the  foundations  of  civil  government, 
by  too  much  reftraining  the  power  of  the  ma- 
giflrates. 

The  prefent  conftitution  of  Geneva,  may  be 
confidered  as  a  mean  between  that  of  the  ariflo- 
cratical  and  popular  cantons :  more  democrat^ 
cal  than  any  of  the  former,  inafmuch  as  the  fo- 
vereign  and  legiflative  authority  entirely  refides 
in  the  general  affembly  of  the  citizens;  and 
more  ariftocratical  than  the  latter,  becaufe  the 
powers  veiled  in  the  Great  and  Little  Councils 
a*e  very  confiderable. 

*  MifceManeous  Works  of  Rouffcau,  VoL  ir.  p»  479. 
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The  members  of  the  Senate,  or  Little  Council 
of  twenty-five,  enjoy,  in  their  corporate  capa- 
city, feveral  prerogatives  almoft  as  great  as  thofe 
which  are  poffefled  by  that  of  the  molt  ariftocra- 
tical  dates.  They  nominate  half  the  members 
of  the  Great  Council ;  fupply  the  principal  ma- 
gistrates from  their  own  body ;  convoke  the 
Great  Council  and  the  General  Council;  they 
previoufly  deliberate  upon  every  queftion  which 
is  to  be  brought  before  thefe  councils :  in  other 
words,  in  them  is  lodged  the  power  of  propos- 
ing ;  confequently,  as  every  ad  muft  originate 
from  them,  no  law  can  pafs  without  their  appro* 
bation.  In  this  fenate  is  veiled  alio  the  chief 
executive  power;  the  adminiftration  of  the  fi- 
nances }  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  jurifdi&ion 
in  civil  and  criminal  caufes.  They  nominate, 
Kkewife,  to  moft  of  the  fmaller  pofts  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  enjoy  the  fole  privilege  of  conferring 
the  burgherfhip.  They  compofe,  moreover,  in 
conjundhon  with  thirty-five  members  of  their 
own  choofing,  the  Secret  Council ;  which  never 
affembles  but  by  their  convoking,  and  only 
upon  extraordinary  occafions. 

Thefe  confiderable  prerogatives,  however,  are 
counterbalanced  as  well  by  the  privileges  of  the 
Great  Council,  as  by  the  franchifes  of  the  Gene- 
ral Council.  The  privileges  of  the  former  con- 
fift  in  choofing  the  members  of  the  fenate  from 
their  own  body ;  in  receiving  appeals  in  all 
Caufes  above  a  certain  value  ;  in  pardoning  crU 
tninaJs;  in  difpofing  of  the  moft  important 
charges  of  government,  thofe  excepted  whkh 
are  conferred  by  the  General  Council;  and 
in  approving  or  rejecting  whatever  is  propofed 
by  the  Senate  to  be  laid  before  the  people. 

The 
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The;  General  Council,  or  affembly  of  the 
,  people,,  is  compofed  of  the  citizens  and  burghers 
of  the  town :  their  number*  in  general,  amounts 
to  about  1,500,  but  feldom  more  than  i>aoo 
meet  at  the  fame  time ;  the  remainder  being; 
eithei  fettled  in  foreign  countries,  or  ufually  ab- 
fent.  I  ought  to  have  explained  to  you  fooneiv 
the  diftin&ion  between  citizens  rod  burghers.: 
the  latter,  are  either  the  fons  of  .  citizens  or 
burghers  *,  born  out  of  Geneva,  or  have  ob- 
tained the  burgherfhip  by  purchafe ;  the  former* 
are  the  Ions  of  citizens  or  burghers,  bern  withix* 
the  town  of  Qeneva.  The  burghers  may  be 
chofen  into  the  council:  of  two  Hundred,  but 
the  citizens  alone  can  enter  into  the  Senate* 
and  poffefs  the  charges  appropriated  to  that  body. 
The  General  Council  meets  twice  a  year;. 
choofe&  the  principal  magiftrates j  afTents  to,  or 
xeje&s,  the  laws  and  regulations  propofed  by  the 
councils.}  impofes  taxes ;  contra&s  alliances  j, 
declares  war  or  peace;  and  nominates  half  of 
the  members  in  die  Great  Council.  All  ques- 
tions are  decided  by  the  majority  of  voices  5  and 
each  member  delivers  his  vote  without  having; 
the  Uberty  of  debating.  The  reftri&ion  is  cer- 
tainly reafonable ;,  for,  in  a  popular  affeipbly^ 
like  this  of  Geneva,  compofed  of  citizens,,  the 
meaneft  of  whom  is  well  verfed  in  the  conftiui- 
tion  of  the  commonwealth,  and  where  the  people 
in  general  have  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  enter  into 
political  difcuffions;  if  ev^ry  voter  was,  permitted 
to  fupport  and  enforce  his  opinion  by  argument* 
there  would  be  no  end  of  debate,,  and  the  whole 
time  would  be  confuraed  in  petuknt  declama- 
tion, 

*  The  children  of  thofewho  are-employed  ifrfbrcig*eoiitl- 
cries,  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  (late,  although  born  out  of  Geneva, 
aae  entitled  to  ail  the  privilege*  of  citizens. 

But 
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But  the  principal  check,  to  the  power  of  the 
Senate,  arifes  from  the  right  of  re-eleftion,  or 
the  power  of  annually  expelling  four  members 
from  the  Senate  at  the  nomination  of  the  Syn- 
dics, and  from  the  privilege  of  representation. 
The  right  of  re*ele&ion  may  be  exerciled  in  the 
following  manner: — The  four  Syndics,  or  chiefs 
of  the  republic,  are  chofen  annually  out  of  the 
Senate  by  the  General  Council ;  and  there  mult 
be  an  interval  of  three  years  before  the  fame 
members  can  be  again  appointed.  The  ufual 
mode  of  eleftion  is  as  follows : — The  Senate  no- 
minates from  its  own  body  eight  candidates, 
who  muft  be  approved  by  the  Great  Council; 
and  out  of  thefe  eight,  the  members  of  the  Ge- 
neral Council  choofe  the  four  Syndics.  They 
have  it  in  their  power,  however,  not  only  to  re- 
jed  thefe  eight  candidates,  but  alio  all  the  other 
fenators  fucceflively :  and  in  that  cafe,  four 
members  of  the  Senate  retire  into  the  Great 
Council,  and  an  equal  number  of  the  laft-men- 
tioned  body  occupy  the  places  of  the  degraded 
fenators. 

With  refpeft  to  the  fecond  reftraint  \  men- 
tioned upon  the  power  of  the  Senate,  the  right 
of  representation :  every  citizen  or  burgher  has 
the  privilege  of  applying  to  the  Senate  in  order, 
to  procure  a  new  regulation,  or  of  remonftrating 
againft  any  a&  of  the  magistracy.  Thefe  repre- 
sentations have,  perhaps,  proved  -one  of  the 
principal  means  of  fecuring  the  liberties  of  the 
people  from  the  refpettive  encroachments  of 
the  two  councils ;  as  they  have  frequently  pre- 
vented the  magiftrates  from  ftretching  their  au- 
thority to  the  fame  extent  that  has  been  pra&ifed 
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in  fome  other  commonwealths  of  Switzerland. 
The  magiftrates  are  obliged  to  give  an  explicit 
anfwer  to  thefe  reprefentations ;  for,  if  the  firft 
is  not  confidered  as  fatisfa&ory,  a  fecond  re- 
mo  nftrance  is  prefented.  According  to  the  na-. 
ture  and  importance  of  the  complaint,  the  re- 
presentation is  made  by  a  greater  or  lefs  number 
of  citizens ;  and  it  has  fometimes  happened  that 
each  remonftrance  has  been  accompanied  by  fe- 
veral  hundred,  in  different  bodies. 

The  falaries  of  the  magiftrates  are  fp  inconfi- 
derable,  as  not  to  offer  any  temptation  on  the 
fide  of  pecuniary  emolument:  a  fenfe  of  honour, 
a  fpirit  of  ambition,  the  defire  of  ferving  their 
country,  together  with  that  perfonal  credit  which 
is  derived  from  exercifing  any  office  in  the  admi- 
niftratibn,  are  the  principal  motives  which  a6hi- 
ate  the  candidates  to  folicit  a  {hare  in  the  ma- 
giftracy.  Accordingly,  the  public  pofts  are  ge- 
nerally filled  with  men  of  the  firft  abilities,  and 
of  the  mod  refpe&able  chara&ers.  The  reve- 
nues of  government,  at  the  higheft  calculation, 
fcarcely  amount  to  30,000  pounds  a  year;  a 
fum,  however,  which,  by  a  well-regulated  eco- 
nomy, is  more  than  fufficient  to  defray  the  cur- 
rent expences :  fo  that  this  republic  is  enabled  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  its  fubje&s,  from  an 
income  which  fome. individuals,  in  other  coun- 
tries, fquander  in  pomp  and  diffipation. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that,  in  a  republic  fo. 
free  as  this  of  Geneva,  and  where  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  are  fo  well  and  fo  generally  un- 
derftood,  there  fhould  be  no  precife  code  of 
penal  laws :  for,  although  the  form  of  the  pro- 
fecution  is  fettled,  yet  the  trial  of  the  criminal  is 

private, 
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private,  and  the  punifliment  left  to  the  decifipn 
of  the  magiftrate.  Nor  are  the  franchifes  of  the 
people  afcertained  with  that  accuracy  which 
might  be  expe&ed.  Indeed,  under  Ademar 
Fabri,  bifhop  of  Geneva  in  the  fourteenth  cen? 
tury,  a  certain  number  of  political  regulations, 
both  civil  and  criminal,  together  with  feveral 
particular  cuftoms  and  franchifes,  were  drawn 
up  in  form ;  and  the  bi(hop  took  an  oath  to  ob* 
ferve  them.  Thefe  ftatutes,  if  they  may  be  fo 
called,  were  confirmed  by.  Amadeus  the  Eighth, 
duke  of  Savoy.  This  code,  to  which  the  people 
appeal  in  all  cafes  of  controverfy*  is  compiled  in 
a  very  inaccurate  and  confufed  manner,  and  the 
magistrates  refufe  to  fubmit  to  its  authority,  be? 
cade  it  was  published  before  the  independence 
of  the  republic  was  confirmed.  The  people 
bave  repeatedly  demanded  -a  precife  cod$  of  mij7 
nicipal  and  ^enal  law;,  fo  exprefs  and  determi* 
nate,  as  to  prevent  the  arbitrary  decifion  of  the 
magiftrate;  and  although  fuch  a  code  was  or* 
dered  to  be  compiled  in  1738  and  1768,  yeit 
its  compilation  has  been  hitherto  deferred. 

The  code  of  civil  law  is  the  mod  perfefl:  part 
of  the  conftitution :  all  matters  concerning  com* 
merce  being  well  regulated,  and  private  pro- 
perty fecUrely  guarded.  It  is  unneceflary  to 
trouble  you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the  fump- 
tuary  laws ;  they  are  much  the  fame  as  thofe  i# 
moil  of  the  other  dates  of  Switzerland,  where 
reftri&ions  of  that  kind  are  enforced.  But  there 
is  one  law,  relating  to  bankrupts,  too  Angu- 
larly fevere  not  to  be  mentioned.  If  a  member 
of  either  council  becomes  a  bankrupt,  he  is  im- 
mediately degraded ;  and  from  that  iqoment  fa 
*   I  2  rendered^ 
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rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  poft  under 
government,  until  he  (hall  have  discharged  all 
the  juft  demands  of  his  creditors :  even. his  chil- 
dren are  fubje&ed  to  the  fame  difgrace ;  and  Ho 
citizen  can  exercife  any  public  employment, 
while  the  debts  of  his  father  remain  unpaid. 

In  this  city,  as  in  all  the  other  principal  towns 
of  Switzerland,  a  public  granary  is  eftablifhecL 
Magazines  of  this  kind,  ufeful  in  all  dates,  are 
more  particularly  neceflary  in  fo  populous  a 
place  as  Geneva;  which,  if  the  neighbouring 
powers  were  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  corn, 
might  be  expofed  to  the  horrors  of  famine. 
This  corn  is  dried  by  means  of  machines  well 
contrived  for  that  purpofe ;  retailed  to  the  inn- 
keepers  and  bakers :  a  confiderable  profit  ac- 
crues to  government;  fend  there  is  always,  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  a  fufGcient  quantity  in  referve 
to  fupport  the  inhabitants  during  a  year  and  an 
half. 

Geneva  is  ftrongly  fortified  on  the  fide  of 
Savoy;  and  a  garriion  conftantly  maintained: 
but  thefe  fortifications,  and  this  garrifon,  are 
only  fufficient  to  guard  them  from  any  fudden  - 
attack ;  they  could  not  defend  them  lone  againft 
a  regular  fiege.  The  great  fecurity  of  the  re- 
public confifts  in  its  alliance  with  the  Swifs  can- 
tons, by  means  of  Zuric  and  Berne :  and,  as  it 
is  the  intereft  both  of  the  kings  of  France  and 
Sardinia  to  be  in  friendfhip  with  the  Swifs,  and 
to  preferve  the  independence  of  Geneva j  it  de- 
rives its  greateft  fecurity  from  a  circumftance 
which,  in  fome  cafes,  would  be  the  fource  of 
danger  ;  namely,  that  its  territory  borders  upon 
the  dominions  of  fuch  powerful  neighbours. 

2  This 
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This  is  the  only  republic  in  Switzerland,  that 
has  no  regular  companies  in  any  foreign  fervice ; 
wifely  prohibiting  the  enlifting  of  mercenaries  in 
every  part  of  its  territory. 

lam,  &c. 
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Account  of  the  late  Revolution  at  Geneva. — Origin 
and  Progrefs  of  the  intejline  Troubles* — Siege 
and  Surrender  of  the  Town* — Changes  in  the 
Form  of  Government.-— Emigration- — Projeft  for 
a  Genevan  Settlement  in  Ireland— relinquijhed 


JuLAVING  in  a  former  letter  Iketched  the 
general  hiftory  of  Geneva,  and  defcribed  the 
form  of  government  exifting  in  1776;  I  {hall 
now  give  an  account  of  the  late  troubles,  and 
relate  the  changes  of  the  conftitution  in  1782. 
In  this  narrative,  inftead  of  entering  into  the 
altercations  of  party,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  de- 
velope  the  principal  caufes  which  excited  the 
people  to  take  arms,  to  imprifon  feveral  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  at  length,  tp  furrender  the 
town,  at  the  moment  when  they  feemed  molt 
determined  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity. 

By 
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By  the  edift  of  1768,  tranquillity  was,  appa- 
rently reftored  to  Geneva,  and  feveral  alterations 
were  introduced  into  the  antient  conftitution. 
By  thefe  changes,  however,  the  inteftine  troubles 
were  only  fmothered,  but  not  extinguifhed ;  the 
Negatives^  or  ariftocratical  party,  difcontented  at 
the  right  of  re-ele£kion  extorted  from  them  in 
1768,  which  they  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  of- 
tracifm,  were  ready  to  feize  the  firft  opportunity 
of  obtaining  its  abolition ;  while  the  Reprefent* 
antf9  or  partisans  of  the  people,  were  inclined 
to  pufli  their  advantages  to  the  utmoft,  and  to 
fecure  their  viftory  by  too  precipitate  an  exer- 
cife  of  this  new  privilege. 

The  projeft  for  the  compilation  of  a  new  .code 
pf  laws,  which,  although  ordered  by  the  edidfcs 
of  1738  and  1768,  had  been  hitherto  delayed 
ijnder  various  pretences,  was.  another  caufe  of 
mifunderftanding  between  the  two  parties,  and 
was  the  immediate  occafion  of  the  fucceeding 
troubles,  Many  reafons  induced  the  Negatives 
to  pppofe  its  compilation* 

Firft ;  An  accurate  ftatement  of  the  cuftoms 
and  ufages  would  confiderably  dintfnifh  their 
prerogatives,  by  abridging  the  great  difcretion- 
ary  powers,  which  th.e  want  of  a  precife  code 
mull  necefjarily  eitfruft  to  the  will  of  the  ma. 
giftrates, — Secondly;  As,  in  order  tq  furnifh 
materials  for  fuch  a  work,  it  became  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  fearch  into  the  antient  archives ;  it 
was  furmifed,  that  many  titles  would  be  e^pofed 
to  the  public  eye,  which  would  favour  the  pre* 
tenfions  of  tlje  Houfe  qf  §avoy  j  and  that  others 
would  be  brought  forward  by  the  democratical 
party,  in  order  to  juftify  farther  encroachments. 
4he  Reprefentants,  however,  contfrmedto  de-* 

iriand 
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mand  the  compilation  of  a  new  code ;  and  at 
length,  in  January,  1777,  forced  the  Negatives 
to  confent  to  their  demand,  by  excluding,  ac- 
cording to  their  right  of  rs-elehiony  four  mem- 
bers from  the  Senate  or  Little  Council.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  meafure,  a  committee,  for  the 
purpofe  of  forming  a  code  of  laws,  was  ap» 
pointed  by  the  concurrence  of  the  Little,  Great, 
and  General  Councils.  This  committee  was  to 
exift  two  years  •,  and  the  code  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  three  Councils,  for  their  joint  approba- 
tion or  rejeftion. 

At  length,  on  the  firfl  of  September,  1779, 
the  committee  fubmitted  a  fketch  of  the  firft  piart 
of  this  code  to .  the  Little  and  Great  Councils, 
in  order  to  profit  by  their  obfervations,  before  it 
was  printed  to  tne  General  Council.  Many 
articles,  hovever,  being  confidered  by  the  Ne- 
gatives as  too  democratical,  met  with  great  op- 
pofition )  and  the  Senate  propofed  to  the  Great 
Council,  that  the  Committee  fhould  be  pro- 
rogued for  the  purpofe  of  amending  the  code ; 
-but  the  Negatives,  who  formed  the  majority,* 
decided,  that  the  code  fhould  not  be  accepted, 
and  that  the  committee  fhould  be  dHTolved. 

This  meafure  was  violently  reprobated  by  one 
party  as  unconftitutional,  and  fupported  as 
warmly  by  the  other.  By  the  former  it  was  ar- 
gued, that  the  Great  Council  exceeded  its  pow- 
ers ;  becaufe  the  Little  Council  haying  laid  be* 
fore  the  Great  Council  the  qneftion,  "  Whether 
the  powers  of  the  committee  fhould  be  pro* 
longed?"  the  latter,  inftead  of  deciding  that 
point,  and  that  only;  had  determined,  "  that 
the  code  itfelf  fhould  not  be  accepted/' — The 
popular  party  confidered  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing as  au  evident  breach  of  the   conftitution ; 
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for  it  was  argued  that  the  Senate  alone  has  the 
power  of  propofmg,  and  the  Great  Council  the 
privilege  of  approving  or  rejecting  the  motion, 
and  not  that  of  amending  or  altering  it.  Fur- 
ther, it  was  urged,  that  as  the  committee  had 
been  appointed  conjointly  by  the  three  Councils, 
and  the  code  was  to  be  fubmitted  to  their  appro- 
bation or  rejection ;  the  Great  Council  did  not 
poffefs  the  right  of  cancelling  the  code,  although 
they  had  that  of  diflblving  the  committee. 

To  thefe  objeftions  the  Negatives  ajifwered ; 
that  the  Great  Council  did  not  diffolve  the  com- 
mittee; becaufe,  being  appointed  only  for  two 
years,  it  ceafed  of  eourfe  at  the  expiration  of 
that  term:  and  that  as  to  the  neceffity  of  fub- 
mitting  the  approbation  or  reje&ion  of  the  code 
propofed  by  tfye  committee  to  the  three  Coun- 
cils; it  might  be  urged,  that  the  Little  and 
Great  Councils  had  the  fole  prerogative  of  fram- 
ing a  new  code,  and  of  laying  it  before  the 
General  Council ;  that  they  had  a£led  inconfifU 
ently  in  permitting  that  Council  to  haye  any 
fcare  in  appointing  the  committee j  and,  there-? 
fore,  that  they  now  only  ufed  their  prerogative 
in  reluming  thofe  powers  which  they  had  unwa- 
rily granted  to  others* 

Many  perfons,  however,  were  of  opinion, 
that  although  the  Little  and  Great  Councils  pof- 
feffed  the  undoubted  right  of  propofing  to  the 
General  Council;  yet,  as  they  had  once  ad* 
nutted  that  Council  to  a  {hare  in  appointing  *  the 

committee, 

1 

*  Strictly  (peaking,  the  names  of  the  commiffionere  were 
oot  laid  before  the  General  Council ;  but  limply  the  propofal 
of  appointing  a  committee.  The  commiflioners  were  privately 
fettled  by  the  two  parties ,  and  the  burghers  acceded  to  the 

proportion 
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committee,  they  were  imprudent  in  rejecting  the 
code  by  their  own  authority ;  and  ought,  at 
the  expiration  of  two  years,  to  have  nominated, 
conjointly  with  the  burghers,  a  new  committee, 
for  the  pufpofes  of  compiling  a  code  of  laws, 
according  to  the  edifts  of  1738  and  1768. 

In  cqnfequence  of  thefe  difputes,  the  body  of 
citizens  remonftrating  againft  the  aft  of  the 
Great  Council,  that  aflembly  offered  to  under- 
take the  compilation  of  the  code;  and  to  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  public  examination.  The  oppofite 
party  confidering  this  offer  as  infidious,  many 
debates  took  place,  and  various  negotiations 
were  carried  on  between  the  two  parties,  which 
only  ferved  to  widen  rather  than  heal  the  dif- 
fentions.  At  length  the  Negatives,  confidering 
the  public  tranquillity  as  endangered,  appealed 
to  their  guarantees,  France,  Zuric,  and  Berne j 
and  entreated  them  to  prote&  the  laws  and  con- 
ftitution.  But  this  appeal  had  no  other  effeft 
than  to  heighten  the  diftnjft  and  fufpicion  of 
both  parties.  In  this  crifis  of  affairs*  the  Ne* 
gatives  redoubled  their  effort?  to  ftrengthen 
themfelves  by  the  acceflion  of  the  natives,  and 
to  fpread  the  feeds  of  jealoufy  between  tfye  latter 
and  the  citizens. 

The  natives,  fons  of  the  inhabitant*,  who  had 
purchafed  the  right  of  fettling  at  Geneva, 
formed  a  numerous  body,  discontented  and 
jealous  of  many  qxclufive  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the  citizens,  and  inflamed  with,  refentment  a- 
gainft  them,    for  having,    in    1770,    banifhed 

eight 

proportion  in  general  terms,  as  they  previpufty  knew,  that 
the  commiffioners  were  moftly  favourable  to  the  popular 
party. 
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eight  of  the  principal  natives,  who,-  pretending 
that  the  rights  of  the  burgherlhip  belonged  to 
the  natives  as  well  as  to  the  citizens,  demanded, 
that,  inftead  of  being  purchafed,  it  (hould  be 
gratuitoufty  conferred.  With  a  view  of  ac- 
quiring io  confiderable  an  acceffion  to  their  own 
party,  the  Negatives  courted  the  natives  by  ca- 
reffes,  fubfidies,  and  entertainments ;  and  iflfued 
a  public  declaration,  that  they  were  ready  to 
confer  upon  them  thofe  privileges  of  trade  and 
commerce,  which  had  been  hitherto  exclufively 
confined  to  the  citizens. 

The  count  of  Vergennes  alfo  openly  favoured 
the  defign  of  the  Negatives ;  and  even  wrote 
difpatches  to  the  refident  of  France  at  Geneva 
in  order  to  be  communicated  to  the  principal 
natives,  who  fided  with  the  Negatives.  Thefe 
difpatches  contained  the  higheft  expreffions"  of 
approbation,  and  ftrongly  recommended  them 
to  perfevere  in  their  attachment  to  that  party. 
The  attorney  general  conceiving  this  interfer- 
ence contrary  to  the  eftablilhed  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, "which  required,  that  all  difpatches  from 
a  foreign  minifter  {hould  pafs  through  the  hands 
of  government,  delivered  to  the  Great  Council 
a  fpirited  remonftrance,  difplaying  the  danger 
which  refuhed  from  a  private  correfpondence 
between  the  court  of  France  and  the  natives. 
He  artfully,  indeed,  furmized,  that  the  report 
of  the  difpatch  from  the  French  minifter  to  the 
natives,  was  falfe  and  infidious,  and  calculated 
to  raife  a  mifunderftanding  between  that  power 
and  the  republic;  and  even  advanced  feveral 
arguments,  which  tendfed  to  prove  the  impoffi- 
biHty,  that  fuch  an  extraordinary  correfpond- 
ence could  have  been  maintained. 

The 
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The  irony  and  fpirit  of  this  remonftrance  were 
fo  offenfive  to  the  count  of  Vergennes,  that  he 
inftantly  obtained  the  depofition  of  the  attorney 
general ;  and  this  public  ftep  in  favour  of  the 
Negatives  confiderably  increafed  their  party 
among  the  natives* 

In  order  to  counterbalance  the  offers  of  the 
Negatives  and  the  favour  of  France,  the  Repre* 
fentants  manifefted  the  mod  generous  intentions 
in  behalf  of  the  natives ;  and  even  promifed, 
what  they  had  hitherto  reprobated  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner,  to  facilitate  the  acquifition  of  the  I 
burgherftiip,  and  to  beftow  it  as  the  recompence  j 
of  induftry  and  good  behaviour,  1 

Thijs  the  two  parties  driving  who  fhould  offer 
the  higheft  terms,  two  fa&ions  were  formed 
among  the  natives ;  and  it  was  eafy  to  forefee, 
that  the  firft  opportunity  of  recurring  to  force 
would  be  feized  by  the  populace;  many  of 
whom  had  nothing  to  lore,  and  much  to  gam  in 
times  of  tumult  and  confufion. 

In  effeft,  fugh  an  opportunity  prefented  itfelf 
on  the  5th  of  February,  1781 ;  when  a  parti* 
cular  quarrel  brought  on  a  general  rifing.  Two 
neighbouring  and  oppofite  parties  of  natives, 
cafually  difputing,  loaded  each  other  with  viru- 
lent reproaches;  and  from  reproaches,  would 
have  immediately  proceeded  to  an  affault,  if  the 
Syndics  on  one  fide,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Re* 
prefentants  on  the  other,  bad  not  quelled,  by 
their  prefence,  the  riling  tumult.  The  populace 
aflembled  on  the  occafion  began  to  difperfe; 
when  a  difcharge  of  mufquetry  was  heard  from 
the  arfenal.  Several  youths,  who  fided  with  the 
Negatives,  having  taken  poffeffion  of  the  arfenal, 

had 
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had  fired  *,  by  miftake,  on  fome  natives  of  their 
own  party,  killed  one  of  them  and  wounded 
another.  This  difcharge  was  coniidered  by  the 
Reprefentants  as  the  fignal  of  a  general  infur- 
re&ion.  They  inflantly  took  arms,  and  march- 
ed, in  three  columns,  to  the  arfenal;  where, 
finding  only  a  few  young  men,  who  had  rafhly 
fired  without  orders,  they  prudently  reftrained 
their  refeptment,  and  permitted  the  others  to 
retire  without  mol^ftation.  They  then  conti- 
nued under  arms,  and  occupied  the  principal 
avenues  of  the  city. 

The  next  morning  the  committee  of  the  Re- 
prefentants being  fummoned  by  the  natives  to 
fulfil  their  promifes  of  granting  additional  privi- 
leges, and  particularly  of  gratuitoufly  conferring 
the  burgherfhip,  held  feveral  meetings  with  the 
principal  Negatives  on  that  fubjeft,  but  without 
fuccefs :  for  the  latter,  while  they  readily  con- 
fented  to  the  requeft  of  the  natives  refpe&ing 
the  augmentation  of  their  commercial  privileges, 
positively  refufed  to  facilitate  the  acquifition  of 
the  burgherfhip. 

Notwithftanding  this  refufal,  the  committee, 
embarraffed  and  alarmed  at  the  number  and 
threats  of  the  natives,  determined  to  abide  by 
their  promifes,  drew  up  an  edi&,  which  per- 
mitted the  natives  to  carry  on  trade ;  to  hold 
the  rank  of  officers  in  the  military  afTociations ; 
and  conferred  the  burgherfhip  on  more  than  a 
hundred  perfons,  taken  from  the  natives  and 
inhabitants,  and  even  from  the  peafants  of  the 

*  It  is  but  iuftice  to  the  Negatives  to  iddf  that,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  fome,  this  firfr  infurre&ion  was  concerted, 
and  the  Keprefentams  fired  firih 

territory. 
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territory.  This  edifik  was  laid  before  and  ap- 
proved by  the  three  Councils;  the  Negatives 
abfenting  themfelves  on  this  occafion  from  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  popular  party,  who  had 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  city.  By  this 
meafure  the  Reprefentants  efteemed  themfelves 
fecure  of  having  inviolably  attached  the  natives 
to  their  intereft;  and  concluded  that  nothing 
more  remained  than  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
vi&ory.  Affairs,  however,  turned  out  other- 
wife  ;  deputies  being  difpatched  from  Zuric  and 
Berne  in  order  to  mediate  between  the  rival 
parties,  prevailed  on  the  Reprefentants  to  lay 
down  their  arms;  and  before  their  departure 
declared  the  edid  in  favour  of  the  natives,  to 
be  null  and  illegal.  .  And  when  the  queftion  for 
executing  that  edid  was  laid  before  the  Senate, 
it  was  repeatedly  carried  in  the  negative,  under 
the  juft  pretence,  that  the  mediating  powers  had 
declared  it  to  be  illegal ;  that  while  the  city  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Reprefentants,  who  were 
under  arms,  none  of  the  members  could  venture 
to  oppofe  it;  and  that  therefore  their  aflent, 
which  had  been  extorted  by  fear,  was  abfolutely 
null. 

Inflamed  by  this  refufal,  the  oppofite  party 
tendered,  on  the  1 8th  of  March,  1782,  ano- 
ther* reprefentation,  in  which  they  again  fum- 
moned  the  magiftrates  to  confirm  the  edifh 
The  anfwer,  expe&ed  with  the  moil  extreme 
impatience,  was  at  length  returned  on  Sunday, 
the  17th  of  April,  and  concluded  with  faying, 
*c  Government  is  neither  willing  nor  able  to 
ratify  the  edia." 

Although  the  committee  endeavoured,  firft  t6 
conceal,  4n4  when  that  wasnmpoflible,  to  foften 

and 
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and  palliate  its  contents,  yet  the  generality  of 
the  natives,  who  found  themfelves  excluded 
from  the  favourite  objeft  of  their  wi£hes,  at  the 
moment  when  they  feemed  moft  fecure  of  ob- 
taining it,  crouded  tumultuoufly  in  different 
parts  of  the  city ;  repeating,  one  after  the  other, 
in  a  kind  <tf  nrenzy,  "  Government  is  neither 
able  nor  willing  to  ratify  the  editt."  As  thefe 
cries  of  defpair  were  followed  by  the  moft  vio- 
lent menaces ;  the  popular  chiefs,  after  feveral 
vain  attempts'  to  reftrairi  the  rifing  commotions, 
acquainted  the  magiftrates  with  the  general  in- 
dignation ;  arid  endeavoured,  though  without 
fuccefe,  to  perfuade  them  to  recal  or  mollify 
their  fatal  anfwer.  Mean  while,  night  ap- 
proached, ever  favourable  to  tumults  and  in- 
furre&ions,  and  brought  on'  the  crifis  which  ru* 
ined  the  republic. 

Some  of  the  loweft  populace  having  fet  fire  to 
a  wooden  barrack,  cried  out,  "  to  arms;"  on 
which  fignal  the  natives  aflembled  in  a  tumultu- 
ous manner,  and  were  joined  by  the  moft  violent 
Reprefentants.  The  moft  moderate  among  the 
citizens,  well  convinced,  that  the  fire  was  only 
a  pretext,  and  that  fuch  an  ill-timed  infurre&ion 
would  greatly  prejudice  their  caufe,  difperfed 
themfelves  in  various  quarters  of  the  town,  and 
tried  to  prevail  on  the  mob  to  retire ;  but  with- 
out effeft.  Many  were  wantonly  infulted ;  and 
a  party,  in  attempting  to  fecure  one  of  the  gates, 
having  fired  on  the  garrifon  who  refitted,  it  be- 
came abfohitely  neceflary  for  the  citizens  either 
to  abandon  the  natives,  or  to  join  them  in  the 
infurreftion.  Having  haftily  adopted  the  latter 
meafure,  the  officers  of  the  popular  party  made 
their  appearance,  took  poffcffion'  of  the  town, 

and 
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and  appeafeJ  the  tumult.  At  length,  after  va- 
rious urifuccefsful  negotiations  to  prevail  on  the 
Negatives,  to  ratify  the  edift,  the  popular  party 
arretted  and  confined  a  few  of  the  magi  ft  rates 
and  the  principal  Negatives ;  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  Reprefentants,  apprehenfive  that  an  im- 
mediate appeal  to  France  would  be  the  fijfl 
confequence  of  their  liberty,  detained  them  in 
prifon  as  hoftages  for  their  farther  fecurity. 

As  this  arreft  and  imprifonment  of  the  prin- 
cipal magiftrates  appeared  a  meafure  as  daring 
and  atrocious  as  contradictory  to  found  policy ; 
it  may  be  proper  to  confider  on  what  principles 
the  Reprefentants  atted,  and  by  what  arguments 
they  defended  their  condud.  For  this  purpofe 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  view  the  political  lituation 
of  Geneva  in  the  moment  of  this  infurre&ion, 
with  refped  to  the  neighbouring  ftates,  and  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  France,  of  whofe  affiit- 
ance  the  ariilocratical  party  was  fecure,  as  foon 
as  that  power  could  interfere  with  effed  and 
propriety. 

The  ad  by  which  France,  Zuric,  and  Berne 
^guarantied  the  conftitution  of  Geneva,  as  new- 
tpodelled  in  1768,  was  no  longer  in  force;  a 
cinjumftance  highly  unfavourable  to  the  popular 
party.  For,  as  by  this  act,  the  king  of  France 
could  not  publicly  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Ge- 
neva, except  in  concert  with  Zuric  and  Berne, 
he  had  only  one  voice ;  and  confequently  could 
not  effeduate  any  change  in  the  government, 
provided  thofe  two  cantons  were  united  againft 
him.  Thefe  {hackles  being  highly  difpleafing 
both  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  and  to  the  Ne- 
gatives, who  were  protected  by  that  court,  the 
count  of  Vergennes,  by  a  letter  written  on  the 

28th 
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a&th  of  September,  .t?8i»  declared  to  tjie  can- 
tons of  Zuric  and  Berne,  that  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth renounced  the  guarantee, .  becatife  they 
had  refufed  to  enter  into  views  for  tne  purpofc 
of  reftoring  peace  to  Geneva •  and  in  a  difpatch 
to  the  Senate,  bearing  the  fame  date,  and  to  the 
fame  effed,  he  added;  that  the  kirig*  in  re- 
nouncing the  guarantee,  did  not  withhold  his 
prote£kion  from  the  commonwealth;  but  ftill 
referved  to  himfelf  the  power  of  punHhing  the 
difturbers  of  public  tranquillity,  and  of  fup- 
porting  the  conflitution.  The  gfeateft  number 
of  the  reprefentants  weakly  rejoiced  at  this  mea- 
fure,  from  an  idle  perfuauon,  that  the  miniftei;* 
fatigued  with  their  trifling  difputes,  and  def- 
pairing  to  overcome  the  perfeverance  of  the  citi- 
zens, abandoned  them  to  themfelves ;  and,  thus 
in  the  very  a&  which  inevitably  prepared  fub* 
je&ion,  imagined  that  they  few  the  firft  gleam  of' 
abfolute  independence. 

Soon  after  this  renunciation,  M.  de  Vergennes 
ordered  a  regiment  to  march  into  the  land  of 
Gex,  which  borders  on  the  territory  of  Geneva; 
and  the  troops  were  ftill  quartered  on  the  fron- 
tiers, when  the  refufal  of  the  Senate  to  confirm 
the  edift,  save  rife  to  the  lnfurte&ioti.  In  thirf 
fituation,  the  popular  leaders  argued,  that  for  a 
Ions  time  a  pretext  had  been  wanted  to  appeal 
to  Verfailles;  and  it  was  now  found:  they  dreaded 
every  moment  to  fee  the  French  troops  at  the 
gates  of  the  town ;  they  thought  it*  therefore* 
moll  advifeable  to  arreft  and  confine  the  magif* 
trates,  in  order  to  intimidate  them  from  calling 
in  the  fuccours  of  France,  and  to  render  then! 
refponfible  for  the  public  fecurity. 
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Won  over  by  thefe  fpecious  arguments,  the 
body  of  citizens  continued  to  aft  as  if  tkeir 
power  was  likely  to  be  permanent.  Thtey  de- 
pofed  feve'ral  rfiembei*  of  the  tJteat  and  little 
Councils,  and  appointed  ih  their  place  an  equal 
number  of  perfons  who  were  ftvtmrable  to  the 
caufe  of  the  Reprefentants. '  The<5reafCouiic3, 
thus  new-modelled,  executed  the  '-etfift  for  con- 
ferring the  burgherfhip  on  the  ftipulated  number 
of  natives  j  and  appointed  a  committee  of  fafetv, 
compofed  of  eleven  members,  with  very  -comi- 
derable  authority.  This  committee  entirely  re- 
eftablifhed  public  tranquillity ;  ordered  the  forti- 
fications of  the  tbwn  to  be  repaired;,  and  in- 
spired the  people  With  the  moft  dangerous  confi- 
dence in  their  own  ftrength. 

Zdric  and  Berne,  on  the  firft  news  of  the  late 
infurre&ion,  interdicted  their  fubje&s'from  all 
intercourse  with  a  government  founded  on  ufurp- 
ation  and  violence ;  and  ftrenuoufly  advfifed  the 
Syndics  to  exhort  the  citizens  to  an  immediate 
reftorarion  of  the  legal  conftitution:  .a  moment's 
delay,  they  urged,  wotild  be  inevitable  "ruin. 
'  A  few  days  afterwards,  the  French  mfnifter  re- 
turned, unopened,  the  difpatches  of  the  new  Se» 
nate ;  ahd  reminded  the  citizens  of  the  king*s 
folemn  engagement  to  iupport  the  oppreffed, 
and  to  prote&  the  antient  form  of  government. 
The  citizens  of  Geneva,  though  thus  deferted 
by  their  allies,  were  deaf  to  all  admonitions, 
idly  appealed  to  the  jufticeof  their  caufe;'  and 
difclaimed  all  overtures  of  accommodation;  ex- 
cept on  their  own  termsi 

During  two  mdnths  the  citizens  and  natives,  - 
apparently  future  within  their  ramparrs,    con- 
vinced, either  thStt  France  durft  not  venture  to 

attack 
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attack  them,  or  th»t  the  prifoners  would  be  the 
immediate  vifli»s i  of  ftic ft  an  attempt,  and  that 
they  fhoyld  be  ahile  to  make  a  long  and  glorious 
refinance,  would  not  even  Kften  to  any  propoftl 
.of  re-eftjibliChij^  the  depofed  magiftrates;  and 
could  not  be -prevailed  upon  to  facrifke  a  part  of" 
•their  prjyileges,  »nd  particularly  the  right  of  re-i 
gieQip#,  for  the  recurity  of  the  remainder. 

At  langth,  the  ftprpi  gathering  from  all  quar- 
ters, flowly  approached,  and  hovered  over  the 
town.  The  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  canton  of 
Berne,  both  jecpndine  the  views  of  France,  dif- 
patched  irpojps  ajpinit  Geneva)  and  their  ref- 
pe&ive  generals,  Me$rs.  de  la  Marmora  and 
Le^tuliK,  yrqx  .ordered  to  a&  in  concert  with 
the  French  cpmrnandor  M.  de'Jaucourt,  who 
had  advanced  to  the  frontiers  at  the  head  of  a 
confidex^ble  detachment. 

Nothing  Qccafioned  more  furarize  and  indig- 
nation than  the  junction  of  Sardinia  and  Bernd  f 
with  the  King  of  France;    and  yet  no  meafure 
was  more  confonant  to  the  views  of  thofe  two 
powers. 

The  Sardinian  monarch  was  interefted  in  the 
.prefemtion  of  a  town,  which  is  the  chief  fourcd 
of  induftry  and  wealth  to  his  fubje&s  of  Savoy  j 
and  whole  inteftine  troubles  had  jalready  caufed 
a  diminution  of  his  revenue :  and  as  he  could 
not  in  common  policy  permit  the  French  to  in- 
creafe  their  influence  in  thefe  p^rts,  and  to  quell, 
without  his  interference,  the  commotions  of 
Geneva,  he  voluntarily  tendered  his  affiftance 
towards  the  .accomplifnment  of  fo  beneficial  a 
purpofe. 

The  Canton  of  Berne,  defirous  to  preveht  the 

interpofition  of  foreign  powers  in. the  affairs  of 
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Switzerland,  ufed,  in  a  letter  to  the  Syndics, 
the  foflowing  exhortations.  C(  Redouble  your 
u  efforts  with  your  fellow-citizens;  and  exert 
ic  yourfelves  in  order  to  compote  the  unhappy 
<c  differences,  which  mud  infallibly  terminate  in 
"  the  deftru&ion  of  the  republic.  A  fpeedy 
u  re-eftablifhment  of  the  legal  government  will 
<4  reftore  to  them  their  faithful  allies,  who  are 
fc -anxious  to  employ  their  good  offices  in  behalf 
"  of  the  ftate."  But  when  thefe*  well-timed 
admonitions  proved  ineffe&ual,  and  the  perfe- 
verance  of  the  citizens  had  drawn  upon  than 
the  refentment  of  France  and  Sardinia ;  Berne 
could  not  tamely  behold  two  fuch  powers  thus 
interfering  in  a  crifis  fo  important  to  her  own 
particular  welfare,  and  to  the  general  mterefts 
of  the  Helvetic  union ;  and  as  Zuric  had  pru- 
dently declined  to  take  an  aftive  part  againft  her 
antient  ally,  flood  forth  with  that  firmnefc  and 
.decifion  which  characterize  all  her  councils; 
and  joined  her  forces  to  the  confederate  armies 
of  France  and  Sardinia. 

Notwithftanding  this  powerful  combination, 
and  even  in  the  midft  of  thefe  threatening  ap- 
pearances, the  Genevans  continued  to  repair  the 
ramparts  with  indefatigable  ardour.  The  pea- 
fants  of  the  territory  flocked  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, and  without  pay,  to  mount  guard,  and  to 
work  at  the  fortifications ;  women,  of  all  ranks, 
crowded  to  the  ramparts,  as  to  a  place  of  public 
amufement;  encouraging  and  animating  the 
men  to  perfevere  in  their  labour;  and  fome  ) 
even  fhafmg  in  their  fatigue  aflifted  in  tranfport-  *'V 
ing  burdens,  or  in  planting  cannon  on  the  baf- 
tions.  In  the  midft  of  this  almoft  univerfal  con- 
fidence, a  few  prudent  perfons,  who  forefaw  the 
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iapoffibility  of  refiftance,  figbed  in  fecret ;  but 
were  obliged  to  difguife  their  real  femiments, 
and  could  not  venture  in  public  but  with  an  air 
of  hope,  ferenity,  and  fortitude. 

Mean  while  the  befiegert  advancing  on  all 
fides,  the  three  commanders  held  frequent  con- 
fultatioas,  and  formed  a  general  plan  of  attack, 
At  length,  on  the  49th  of  June,  1782,  M.  de 
Jaucourt  difpatched  a  mcflage  to  the  Syndics; 
in  which,  after  expatiating  on  the  difinterefted 
intentions  of  the  king  his  matter,  and  profiting 
that  he  refpe&ed  the  independence  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  was  only  defirous  of  introducing  good 
order,  he  added,  that  if  they  would  not  admit 
his  troops,  and  accept  the  following  prelimina- 
ries of  peace,  he  muft  force  his  way  into  the 
town.  Among  other  conditions,  he  exacted, 
that  no  perfon  fhould  appear  in  the  ftreets,  un- 
der pain  of  military  punifhment  j  that  a  certain 
number  of  citizens,  among  whom  were  all  the 
chiefs  of  the  Reprefentants,  fhould  in  twenty- 
four  hours  retire  from  Geneva;  that  all  arms 
fhould  be  delivered  to  the  three  generals ;  that 
the  denoted  magiftrates  fhould  be  inftantly  re- 
eftablimed;  and  that  a  final  anfwer  fhould  be 
returned  in  two  hours.  The  generals  Lentulus 
and  de  la  Marmora  refpe&ively  infifted  on  the 
fame  conditions. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  rage,  indignsu 
tion,  and  defpair,  which  thefe  humiliating  con- 
ditions excited  at  Geneva.  Without  the  leaft 
deliberation  every  perfon  refolved  to  perifh  ra- 
ther than  accept  them ;  and  the  moment  of  dan* 
ger  hatf  no  other  effed  than  to  animate  and 
roufe  the  courage  of  the  befieged.  While  they 
hurried  to  the  ramparts,  and  were  preparing  for 
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refiftance,  the  Syndic*  fecreitfy  obtained  from 
the  three  generals  a  delay  of  ^emy-fbur  hours; 
In  this  interval  not  only  the  men  or  all  ages  pfre* 
pared  for  defence;  but  even  women  and  chil* 
jdren  tore  the  pavement  from  the  ftreets,  and 
carried  the  (tones  to  the  tops  of  the  houfes,  in 
order  to  roil  them  down  upon  the  enemy,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  force  their  way  into  the  town. 

Such  was  the  general  ardour ;  that  about 
pighfy  women  and  girls,  dreffed  in  miiforms, 
offered  to  form  themfelves  into  a  cothpaiiy,  for 
the  purpofe  of  defending  their  country.  The 
pommittee  of  fafety  accepted  their  fervices,  and 
placed  then!  in  a  barrack,  which  by  fts  fitnation 
was  covered  from  the  cannon  of  the  befiegers. 
Thefe  amazons,  with  a  fpirit  above'  tfcefr  fat, 
refufed  a  (Ution  tt^at  was  not  ftrfjiciently  expdfed; 
and,  as  the  towrt  foon  afterwards  fiirrehdefed, 
they  had  no  oppprtuflity  of  proving  ihiit  patri- 
Otifm  by  a  difplay  of  their  yatotir,        ' 

All  thefe  various  figris  of  the  moft  dettJrjftmed 
refolutibn,  flowing  imanimoufly  frorti  every  rankj 
age,  and  fex,  alarmed  the  Negatives,*  who  ne* 
ver  had  fufpe&ed,  that  the  people  ttould  carry 
matters  to  fuch  defpefate  &ttretnitje&  -  •  Accord* 
ingly,  their  partizani  cdnferred  Witt  t^er  moft 
*  moderate  amohg  the  ftepf efemants,  ift  ordei-  to 
find  fome  means  of  reconciliation;  but,  without 
fuccefs. 

.  At  length  the  fatal  hour  arrived,  in  wMch  the 
anfwer  was  to  be  returned :  it  was  to  fexpire  at 
ten  on  Sunday  morning ;  and  at  the  firft  beat  of 
the  drum  the  ramparts  were  covered  with  de- 
fenders. Although  the  moft  zealous  had  only 
calculated  on  3000,  above  5000  made  their  ap- 
pearance.   They  feemed  to  be  all  animated  with 
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one  and  the  fame  fpirit;  and  reminded  each 
Other  of  tho(e  brave  citizens  of  Geneva,  who 
by  Sacrificing  their  lives  had  repulfed,  in  1602, 
the  troops  of  Savoy,  when  the  Utter  had  treach- 
eroufly  tcaled  the  walls  during  a  profound  peace. ' 
No  one  ventured  even  to  hint  at  furrendering ; 
and  all  awaited  the  attack  with  the.  mod:  deter* 
mined  intrepidity.  In  this  crifis,  the  French 
general,  at  the  intercefiioii  of  the  Negatives, 
alarmed  for  the  fate  of  the  prifoners,  again  pro* 
longed  the  period  prefcribed  for  the  capitals 
tion.  ■ 

£f  The  firft  effeft  of  thefe  repeated  delays  was 
gradually  to  abate  the  euthufiafn*  of  the  women;, 
they  cQyld  not  but  feel  that  they  were  wives  and 
mothers;  and  began  to  figure  to  themfelves  aU 
the  horrors  of  a  town  takeji  by  affault,  and  a 
prey  to  a  licentious  and  enraged  foldiery.  In 
the  next  place,  timid  and  prudent  pejfons  could 
venture  to  conceal  their  fears  under  various  pre* 
tences ;  and  at  length  the  committee  of  fafety, 
hitherto  ftrenuous  m  enforcing  the  neceffity  of 
refiftance,  fiiddenly  changed  their  refolution, 
but  artfully  difguiled  their  ienumeats  from  the 
public,  until  U  was  to$  late  to  prevent  the  fur- 
render. 

In  the  prcfent  ferment  of  pafljoas  and  prejiu 
dices,  if  the  leaders  had  openly  propofed  a  fur- 
render,  they  would  have  been  cpnfidcred  as  trai- 
tors; they  would  only  have  endangered  their 
own  perfom,  and  accelerated  thofe  calamities 
which  they  wiflxed  to  avpid.  For  the  purp<>fe, 
therefore,  of  gradually  bringing  matters  tp  ihp 
iffue  which  they  intended,  they  affembled  the 
citizens  in  the  refpe£ive  circles ;  and .  aftor 
warmly  extolling  their  general  zeal  and  patriot- 
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ifm,  reprefented,  that  if  the  city  fhould  be  at- 
tacked  in  the  night,  it  would  be  no  longer  pof- 
fible  to  convene  them.  For  this  reafon  tney 
hinted,  that  it  would  be  highly  advantageous  to 
the  common  caufe,  if  each  circle  fhould  nomi- 
nate feveral  deputies,  with  full  authority  to  de- 
cide in  their  ftead ;  adding,  that  they  ought  ra- 
ther to  appoint  thofe  perrons,  who,  from  their 
age  and  refpe&able  chara&er,  could  aflift  their 
country  by  advice,  while  others  were  defending 
it  by  their  valour, 

This  council,  compofed  pf  about  a  hundre^— 
citizens,  met  at  fix  in  the  evening,  on  the  fiH^P 
pf  July  j  and  a  few  hours  before  the  laft  term 
appointed  for  the  furrender  was  about  to  expire. 
The  chiefs  opened  the  debate  with  long  fpeeches, 
in  order  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  aflembly 
for  the  objeft  which  they  had  in  view.  After 
having  reprefented  the  ftate  of  the  fortifications, 
which  were  judged  by  the  moft  intelligent  engi- 
neers to  be  only  fufficient  for  refitting  an  attack 
by  ftorm,  and  not  for  maintaining  a  fiege  of 
more  than  three  or  four  days ;  they  at  length 
ventured  to  lay  before  them  the  necdEty  of  an 
immediate  furrender.  Qn  the  bare  mention  of 
that  word,  the  moil  yiolent  of  the  aflembly  in- 
ftantly  burft  into  reproaches,  and  accufed  the 
committee  with  an  intention  of  betraying  the 
republic.  They  declared,  that  they  would  in- 
ftantly  awipunce  to  their  fellow  citizens  the 
treachery  of  their  deputies :  who  were  not  ap- 
pointed to  deliberate  upon  a  furrender,  but  only 
ppon  the  means  of  moft  effe&ual  refiftancc, 
Apprehending  the  ill  confequences  of  fuch  a 
.proceeding,  one  of  the  chiefs  ftarted  from  his 
feat,    and  barred  the  doors ;    while  fome  of 
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thofe  wfco  wtfhed  to  retire,  drew  their  fwords, 
and  deciding  tears  of  defpair,  "  To  remain," 
they  cried  out,  "a  moment,  was  to  fliare  the 
treafon,  and  to  deftroy  their  country/'  Every 
spthod  was  attempted  to  appeafe  them :  cries 
and  exhortation*  were  heard  from  all  quarters. 

At  length,  when  the  queftion  concerning  the 
farrender  was  propofed,  a  confiderable  majority 
voted  for  defending  the  city  to  the  lad  extre- 
mity. On  this  determination,  many  of  the  mod 
zealous,  ttufting  to  this  decided  majority,  re* 
tired  from  the  affembly,  in  order  to  prepare 
rjhemfelves  for  the  hour  of  danger.  Another 
confutation  was  then  propofed  by  thofe  who 
remained ;  the  danger  of  dividing  into  parties, 
and  of  alienating  the  citizens  from  their  leaders, 
was  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  colours.  Thefe 
fuggeftions  being  attended  with  effeft ;  long 
debates  recommenced.  One  of  the  voungeft  in 
the  affembly,  bong  affefted  with  tne  pathetic 
confideration  of  the  diftrefs  of  thofe  widows  and 
orphans*  whofe  hufbands  and  fathers  fliould  fall 
by  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  was  of  opinion,  that 
only  thofe  who  were  unmarried,  and  who  had 
no  children,  lhould  be  permitted  to  defend  the 
ramparts.  "  We  are  not  fufficient,"  he  added, 
"  to  preferve  the  town  from  being  taken ;  but 
enough  to  fave  our  honour,  and  to  obtain  a  lefs 
humiliating  capitulation."  He  was  interrupted 
by  an  elderly  citizen,  who  claimed  for  fathers 
of  families  the  glory  of  fighting  for  their  coun- 
try. "  I  have  fix  fons,"  exclaimed  he,  with 
tears  of  exultation  fparkling  in  his  eyes,  "  and 
who  fhall  prevent  me  from  marching  at  their 
head  to  the  ramparts  ?" 

f     "'  It 


r3&  L    E    X    T    £    R     €5. 

It  was  then  propofed  to  conduft  die  heritage**  ] 
in  the  face  of  the  French  batteries,  as  a  mean*  ] 
of  intimidating  M.  de  Jancourt  from  firiag 
againft  the  ramparts;  for  it  wat  to  be  prefumed* 
that  he  would  not  expofe  to  oet tain  deftru&ioa' 
thofe  magi(lrate8  whom  be  came  to  deliver 
This  opinion,  which  for  a  feort  time  feemed 
likely  to  prevail,  gave  place  to  the  more  gene- 
rous refolution  of  reftoring  the  ^wifoners  to  li-* 
berty  -y  of  permitting  the  Negatives  to  retire  to 
the  enemy's  camp ;  and  then  of  preparing  for  a 
rigorous  refiftanoe.  It  was  urged!,  fuch  a  noble 
mode  of  proceeding,  in  fo  alarming  a  moment, 
would  probably  foften  the  refentment  of  the 
ariftocratical  patty ;  and  induce  them  to  obtain 
from  the  French  general  more  favourable  terms 
of  accommodation. 

Many  hours  were  confumed  in  difcuffing  thefe 
various  opinions.  The  fatal  period  approached : 
it  was  midnight ;  and  the  chiefs,  who  had  now 
contrived  to  ftrike  the  greateft  number  with  a 
panic,  won  over  the  afiembly  to  their  fenti- 
ments,  by  propofing  a  general  emigration ;  and 
confoled  them,  in  the  midft  of  their  defpair, 
with  the  hopes  of  enjoying  that  liberty  in  ano* 
ther  country,  which  they  could  no  longer  expert 
to  find  in  their  own. . 

A  declaration  being  then  drawn  up*  to  be  de* 
livered  to  the  Syndics  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
keys  of  tht  city;  the  hoftages  were  inftantl? 
conducted  to  their  reipe&ivc  houfes ;  the  chiefs 
furamoned  the  principal  officers  from  their 
pofts ;  ordered  the  cannon  of  feveral  batteries  to 
\>t  rendered  unfit  for  fervice ;  and  at  length  pro- 
vided fof  their  own'fafety  by  retiring  from 
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•be  t&*6  before  the  entry  of  the  confederate 
troops. 

Wheft  (hi  unexpected  news  of  the  furrender 
xfrtt  announced  to  the  public,  they  became  fran- 
tic tritlKje^dh".     Some  mutually  embraced  each  * 
other  without  uttering  a  fmgle  Word;    others 
loaded  their  dhieft  with  the  mod  dreadful  im- 
precatiotis;    white  'a  few,   ftill   determined  to 
reftft,  ineffeftuatty  Anfttnoned  their  fellow  citi- 
zens by  beat  of  drum  to  their  flandards.     The 
gteateft  part,  however,  having  difcharged  and 
btoken  tfceir  ihuftets,    flung    themfelves  with 
their  feces  to  the  grdttnd,  and  Iky  motionlefs  for 
a  considerable  time.     At  length  a  general  re* 
treat  took  place.     The  roads  were  covered  with 
peifons  of  both  fexes,  who  fled  haftily  from  the 
walk ;    and  the  Sardinians,  who  firft  entered  the 
gates  at  ftve  ift  the  morning,   found  the  city 
ftltaoft  deferted. 

The  count  de  la  Marmora,  as  if  a&uated  by 
mdtives  of  compafEon  for  the  degraded  fituation 
of  Geneva,  mirched  in  fileftce,  and  without  an 
infiiltiftg  difphy  of  military  pomp  j  and,  having 
occupied  the  toWii-houfe  and  the  m&ga^ines  for 
powder,  vifited  in  perfon  the  different  quarters 
of  the  city,  in  order  to  diffipate  all  apprehen- 
fions  of  danger.  About  noon  the  two  other 
commanders  made  their  -entry:  they  were  ac- 
cotapanied  by  a  large  body  of  Negatives,  and 
marched  at  the  head  of  their  refpe&ive  troops, 
with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying.  Having 
joined  the  Sardinian  forces,  the  three  generals 
conduced  the  magiftrates,  lately  delivered  from 
ptifon,  to  the  Great  Council,  and  re-eftabliflied 
them  in  their  feveral  charges,  to  the  found  of 
partial   mtifici     The  citizens  were  difarmed  j 

each 
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each  houfeholder  obliged  to  furnifh  the  officer* 
with  quarters ;  the  edid  of  the  6th  of  February, 

1781,  which  had  conferred  the  burgherfliip  on 
above  a  hundred  natives,  was  annulled.  In  the 
midft  of  thefe  arrangements,  the  Great  Council 
laid,  with  all  due  form,  the  foundation  of  a  the* 
atre:  a  troop  of  comedians  was  introduced;  and 
the  ariftocratical  party  celebrated  their  triumph 
with  balls,  feafts,  and  every  fpecies  of  public 
diverfion. 

Mean  while  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Great  and  Little  Councils  prepared,  in  concert 
with  the  three  generals,  an  edid  for  new  mo* 
delling  the  constitution ;  which  being  approved 
at  the  courts  of  Verfaiiles  and  Turin,  land  by 
the  canton  of  Berne,  was  confirmed  by  the 
Great  and  Little  Councils.  But  as  it  annulled 
many  confiderable  rights  hitherto  enjoyed  by 
the  citizens,  it  was  net  probable,  #»  that  it  would 
be  ratified  by  the  General  Council,  in  which  the 
party  of  the  Reprefentants  had  ftill  a  great  ma- 
jority. In  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  its  final 
confirmation,  it  was  enaded,  that,  when  the 
edid  was  laid  before  the  General  Council, 
thofe  Reprefentants,  who  had  taken  up  arms, 
(hould  for  that  time  be  excluded;  under  pre- 
tence that  the  infurre&ion  had  rendered  them 
unworthy  of  exercifing  their  rights ;  and  it  was 
added,  that  they  might  efteem  themfelves  est* 
tremely  fortunate  in  not  being  expofed  to  the 
utmoft  rigour  of  the  laws. 

Accordingly,    on    the    15th    of  November, 

1782,  the  members  of  the  General  Council 
affembled  to  the  number  of  five  hundred ;  above 
a  thoufand  being  excluded  from  giving  their 
votes.     And  yet  even  this  fantpm  of  fupreme 

power 
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pewcr  was  furrounded  with  troops.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  however,  the  exclufion  of  fo  many, 
and  the  general  panic,  above  a  hundred  Repre- 
fentants,  and  even  feveral  Negatives,  had  the 
courage  to  rejeft  the  edift ;  which  appeared  to 
many,  even  among  the  Negatives,  as  eftablilh- 
ing  too  rigorous  an  ariftocracy. 

The  citizens  of  Geneva  have  incurred  much 
ridicule  and  cenflire,  for  having  fo  early  and  re* 
peatcdly  exprefled  the  mod  determined  refolu- 
tion  never  to  furrender  the  town,  and  to  refift 
until  it  was  taken  by  affault.  In  a  pamphlet, 
alfo,  ftyled,  "  Lettre  ecrite  des  ramparts  Ge+ 
neve"  the  author  combats  all  the  arguments 
which  nright  be  urged  in  favour  of  a  capitu- 
lation ;  and  vehemently  aflerts,  that  he,  as  well 
as  his  fellow  citizens,  are  refolved  to  defend 
the  town  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  rather  to 
court  death  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy  than 
fuxvive  the  extin&ion  of  their  liberties.  Thefe 
aflertions  appeared  mere  oftentatious  vaunts,  as 
the  pamphlet  was  not  printed  and  difperfed  until 
after  the  furrender ;  and  led  the  public  to  attri- 
bute vain-boafling  and  cowardice,  which  are 
dually  united,  as  eflential  charatteriftics  of  the 
people  of  Geneva. 

On  reviewing,  however,  the  hiftory  of  the 
revolution  with  impartiality,  it  cannot  admit  a 
doubt;  that  the  people  were  unanimoufly  againft 
a  furrender ;  that,  till  within  a  few  hours  before 
the  confederate  troops  entered  the  gates,  they 
expe&ed,  and  were  prepared  for,  an  aflault; 
that  they  had  entrufted  the  command  to  the 
committee  of  fafety;  that  the  latter,  alarmed 
at  the  near  approach  of ,  danger,  had  fuddenly 
changed  their  opinion;   had  betrayed  them  into 

a  furrender 
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a  forrender  againft  their  intentm**,  aad  witbaut 
their  knowledge;  and  had  £aken  fuch  pre- 
cautions, as  rendered  all  refiftaace  irapra&i* 
cable. 

As  the  committee  has  .bee*  greatly  «enfured 
for  this  fad  dan  change  of  opinion*  ft  is  but  jus- 
tice to  add,  that  of  eleven  i&ettbers  and  feveral 
adjun&s,  who  compofed  the  cworitteej  two 
thirds  voted  againft  -the  furrender.  But  j#  £*&, 
of  what  avail  was  refiftajice  at  &is  period? 
Upon  a  ftippofttioa  that  the  fleg*  could  have 
feeen  protracted  for  a  few  days \  tfoe  Ip^gs  4?f 
■  France  and  Sardinia,  and  the  canton  of  Ber*t, 
.  had  fre&  troops  ready  to  march ;  and  in  left 
than  a  week  fo  large  a  reinforcement  would 
have  been  colle&ed  before  the  gate*  of  Geneva, 
that  any  further  oppofition  mud  have  been 
xnadnefs.  In  a  word,  the  popular  leaders  aded 
wrong  in  buoying  up  the  hopes  ipf  the  people, 
that  refiftance.  could  be  effectual;  and  by  the 
reparation  of  the  ramparts  -  only  ferved  to  in* 
fpire  the  public  with  a  dangerous  confidence, 
which  they  were  not  afterwards  able  to  diffi- 
pate. 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  this  extraordinary  revo- 
lution;  prepared  for  fome  time  by  the  enmity 
of  the  two  parties ;  occaftoned  by  the  impolitic, 
though  juft,  demand  of  a  code  of  laws;  batt- 
ened by  the  two  infuire&ions ;  and  completed 
by  the  intrigues  and  arms  of  France.  Jt  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  Reprefemants,  or 
popular  party,  a&ed  in  a  moft , imprudent  as  well 
as  unconftitutional  manner;  and  particularly, 
that  no  excufe  can  be  admitted  for  the  fecond 
infurrefiion,  2nd  the  imprilbftrnqnt  of  t&e  ma* 
giltrates.    The  Xepnefentftnt^  J>y  (he  edift  of 

1768, 
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1768,  poCefled  gr^  privileges*  which,  in  time, 
would  have  placed  in  t?beir  hands  the  whole 
admmiftratwm  of  government.  As  the  greateft 
number  in  the  General  Afi^mbly,  they  enjoyed 
die  right  of  annually  excluding  four  members 
from  the  Senate,  and  of  filHAg  half  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Great  Council ;  \they  muft,  there* 
fcpe,  m  a  few  y«a*re,  have  ii^itably  obtained 
a  decided  majority.  The  molt  prudent  among 
them  faw  this  advantage,  and  were^ntented ; 
but  the  .greater  part,  and  perhaps  a  few  of  their 
leaders,  eager  to  grafp  immediately  that  power, 
of  which  they  had  only  a  diftant  profpeft,  pre- 
cipitated meafures;  and  a&lng,  in  a  few  in- 
ftances,  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  their  constitution,  haftened  its  defcruc- 
tion.  It  mutt,  at  the  feme  time,  be  confefied, 
that  however  imprudently  or  uHconititutionally 
the  Reprefentants  a&ed,  yet  that  the  Negatives, 
fecure  of  fuppott  from  tfhe  Court  of  Verfailles, 
feemed  to  cany  their  wnfidenoe  in  their  own 
ftrength  to  foch  a  degree,  as  ahnoft  to  court 
the  troubles  which  «nfaed ;  and  that  they  have 
availed  themfeives  of  tfeeir  ta&ery  to  a  degree 
only  to  be  palliated  by  abfchrte  neceffity.  A 
new  form  of  government  intredfucred  by  force, 
mud  be  fiippor  ted  by  force ;  by  calling  in  the 
affiftance  of  France,  they  mmft  be  entirely  fub- 
miffive  to  that  power ;  smd  by  annihilating  the 
firft  principles  of  liberty,  in  difarming  the  citi- 
zens, and  forbidding  all  public  meetings,  they 
are  in  danger  of  extmgulfhiftg  thart  fpirit  of 
emulation  and  energy  for  which  the 'Genevans 
have  long  been  diftinguiflwd.  Having  efta- 
blifhed  a  rigorous  -arilkocrfeoy,  tbey  -maft  necef- 
farily  adopt  that  jeatoufy  and  fcrfpicion  which 

not 
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not  unfrequently  characterizes  the  magiftrates 
under  that  fpedes  of  government :  and  die  only 
queftion  now  remaining,  is,  Whether  the  above- 
mentioned  fpirit  of  emulation  and  energy  will 
be  dinrinifhed  by  the  change  of  conftiturion; 
and  if  fo9  whether  that  diminution  will  be 
counterbalanced  by  the  introdu&ion  of  a  greater 
degree  of  tranquillity  than  is  ufually  to  be  found 
in  democratical  ftates  ? 

The  changes  in  the  form  of  government,  intro- 
duced by  this  revolution,  are  principally  com- 
prized in  the  following  articles : 

i.  The  power  granted,  in  1768,  to  the  Ge- 
neral Council,  ofre-ele&ion,  or  of  annually 
excluding  four  members  from  the  Senate,  is 
aboliihed. 

2.  The  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  fame  aflem- 
bly,  of  nominating  half  the  vacancies  in  the 
Great  Council,  is  likewife  annulled;  and  that 
body  is  now  fupplied  by  the  Senate  and  Great 
Council,  according  to  the  following  complicated 
mode  of  ele&ion : — In  cafe  of  fixteen  vacancies, 
the  Great  Council  fele&s  eight  members  from 
fixteen  candidates  propofed  by  the  Senate ;  and 
in  like  manner  the  Senate  choofes  eight  from 
the  fame  number,  of  candidates  appointed  by  the 
Great  Council. 

3.  The  right  of  reprefentation,  or  remonftrat- 
ing,  is  taken  from  the  citizens  at  large,  and 
transferred  to  thirty-fix  adjun&s,  who  may  be 
prefent  in  the  Great  Council,  on  the  firft  Mon- 
day of  each  month :  they  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
making  reprefentations,  and  in  that  cafe  have 

a  4e- 
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a  deliberative  voice.  But,  as  they  are  remove- 
able  every  year ;  and  are  drawn  by  lot  from  HI 
the  citizens  in  general,  who  may  chufe  to  pre- 
fent  themfelves  as  candidates ;  they  are  confi- 
dered  as  to  extremely  dependent  on  the  will  of 
the  magiftrates,  and  their  reprefentations  have 
fuch  little  weight,  that  they  are  calleid  in  deri- 
fion,  Let  Images  >  or,  The  Shadows. 

4.  The  introduction  of  the  grabeau,  or  annual 
confirmation  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and 
of  the  Great  Council,  exclufively  veiled  in  the 
laft-mentioned  body.  .This  law,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  the  bafis  of  the  new  conftitution, 
has  transferred  to  the  Great  Council  part  of  the 
authority  both  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  General 
Council.  By  fubjefting  the  Senate  to  this  an- 
nual revifion,  it  has  rendered  that  body  greatly 
dependent  on  the  Great  Council ;  which  by  the 
prefent  conftitution  is  become,  what  the  Senate 
was  according  to  the  form  of  government  efta- 
blifhed  in  1738  and  1768,  the  center  of  the  ari- 
ftocracy. 

5.  The  circles,  or  clubs,  in  which  the  citi- 
zens ufed  to  be  convened,  and  all  public  aflem- 
blies  **,  are  prohibited ;  and  they  are  only  allow* 

Vol.  II.  L  ed 


#  *  One  inftance  of  the  ill  effe&s  arifing  from  this  prohi- 
bition, fell  under  my  obfervation:  The  Society  of  Arts  in 
Geneva,  many  of  whofe  members  are  perfons  of  great  abi- 
lities and  learning,  has  already  given  to  the  world  feveral 
intereiiing  publications.  But  as  all  public  aflemblies  are 
prohibited,  government  was  fufpicious  left  this  literary  fociety 
jhould  indulge  itfelf  in  political  questions ;  and  accord- 
ingly no  meeting  has  been  held  fince  the  late  revolution. 
Indeed,  when  I  was  at  Geneva,  it  was  then  in  agitation  to 
fcffer  the  fociety    to   aiTemble;    but  it  was  very   uncertain 

whether 
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ed  to  meet  at  coffee-houfes.  This  prohibition 
was  at  firft  carried  to  an  extreme  degree  of  jea- 
loufy,  highly  derogatory  from  every  principle  of 
free  government;  but  lately  it  has  been  fome- 
what  modified ;  and  aflemblies  are  permitted  to 
be  held  in  the  country,  though  not  within  the 
walk  of  Geneva. 

6.  The  militia  is  abolifhed j  firing  at  marks, 
even  with  bows  and  arrows,  prohibited ;  and 
the  guard  of  the  town,  inftead  of  being  con- 
figned  to  the  citizens,  is  entrufted  to  a  garrifon 
of  1000  foreign  foldiers,  whofe  colonel  and 
major  are  both  foreigners:  thefe  troops  take 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  republic,  and  of  obe- 
dience to  the  Great  Council,  and  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  War ;  they  are  under  the  immediate 
command  and  infpe&ion  of  the  latter,  and  fub- 
jeft  to  the  fupenor  controul  of  the  former. 
This  garrifon  may  be  augmented  to  1200,  and 
reduced  to  800  men,  at  the  will  of  the  Great 
Council;  but  cannot  be  further  enlarged  or 
diminished  without  the  confent  of  the  General 
Council.  N 

7.  No  citizen,  native,  or  inhabitant,  is  per- 
mitted to  have  arms.     It  is  not  unworthy  of  re- 

whether  this  perniiflion  would  be  granted;  and  if  granted, 
whether  it  would  not  be  greatly  fettered  by  the  diminution 
of  the  number  of  its  members,  and  by  feveral  other  refrric- 
tions,  incompatible  with  the  freedom  of  literary  difouifi- 
tions.  It  is  a  matter  of  little  confequence  to  Europe  in  ge- 
neral, whether  the  government  of  Geneva  is  more  or  lek 
ariftocratical  or  democratical ;  but  it  is  an  objelt  of  general 
importance,  whether  a  literary  focietv  (how  Id  be  prevent- 
ed, by  political  jealoufv,  from  holding  thofe  aflemblies, 
which  will  afford  a  means  and  opjtormnity  of  continu- 
ing to  fupply  the  world  with  kanwd  and  intcreiting  pub- 
lications* 

mark 


Revolution  of  Geneva.  147 

mark  on  this  article,  that  although  by  the  an- 
tient  conftitution  every  citizen  was  obliged  to 
provide  himfelf  with  arms,  under  a  certain 
penalty ;  yet,  that  when  thefe  were  deliver- 
ed UP>  government  did  not  reimburfe  the  ex* 
pence. 

#.  Several  taxes  were  impofed  without  the 
confent  of  the  General  Council;  but  for  the 
future,  every  change  or  augmentation  of  the 
revenue  muft  be  fubmitted  to  that  body. 

9.  Various  privileges,  refpeSing  the  equal 
rights  to  trade  and  commerce,  formerly  pof- 
feffed  by  the  citizens  alone,  have  been  confer- 
red on  the  natives  and  inhabitants;  a  liberal 
conceffion,  to  which  both  parties  willingly  ac- 
ceded. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


The  Genevans  Deemed  fo  greatly  to  deplore 
the  diminution  of  that  liberty  to  which  they 
had  long  been  accuftomed,  and  to  which  thet 
afcribed  the  late  remarkable  increafe  of  their 
population  and  riches,  that  if  we  had  judged 
from  the  difcontents  and  confirmation  of  the 
citizens,  we  might  have  concluded  the  change 
of  government  would  have  been  followed  by  an 
aim  oft  general  emigration.  The  event,  how- 
ever, has  not  juftified  this  concluflon.  Ex- 
cepting the  principal  leaders,  thofe  of  the  po- 
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pular  party  who  were  baniflied,  and  a  few 
others  who  renounced  their  country  in  com- 
pliance with  their  political  principles  ;  the 
greateft  part  of  the  emigrants  returned,  and 
again  fettled  in  the  place  of  their  nativity.  And 
perhaps  it  may  be  affirmed  with  truth,  that 
the  late  revolution  has  fcarcely  driven  fix  hun- 
dred perfons  from  Geneva. 

The  emigrants  have  principally  eftablifhed 
themfelves  at  Bruffels  and  Conuance  * ;  where 
they  have  introduced  manufactures  of  printed 
linens  and  watch-making. 

I  cannot  quit  this  fubjeft  without  recalling 
to  your  recolle&ion,  the  plan  for  giving  an 
afylum  to  the  Genevan  emigrants  in  Ireland, 
which  fo  long  engaged  the  public  attention* 

Soon  after  the  revolution,  a  memorial,  figned 
.by  above  a  thoufand  Genevans  of  both  fexes, 
who  were  either  perfons  of  fome  property,  or 
verfed  in  trade  or  manufactures,  expreffing  a 
defire  of  fettling  in  Ireland,  was  prefented  to 
Earl  Temple,  (now  Marquis  of  Buckingham) 
then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  His  Excel- 
lency, confcious  of  the  advantage  which  muft 
refult  to  Ireland  from  the  reception  of  fo  many 
induftrkms  arrifts,  many  of  whom  poflefled  pro* 
perty  in  the  Englifli,  Irifh,  arid  French  finds, 
communicated,  on  the  27th  of  September, 
1782,  the'propofaf  to  the  Privy  Council  of 
Ireland,  for  giving  an  afylum  to  the  Genevan 
emigrants.  This  propofal,  patronized  by  the 
Lord  .Lieutenant,  and  unanimoufly  confented 
tjo  by  the  Privy  Council,  was  approved  by  the 

'    *  Sec  Letter  3. 
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King.  The  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland, 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  countenancing 
the  fettlement;  the  Irilh  parliament  voted  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  towards  defraying  the  ezpences 
of  their  journey,  and  building  a  town  for  their 
reception ;  lands  were  purchafed  for  eight  thou- 
sand pounds,  in  a  convenient  fituation  near 
Waterford;  part  of  the  New  Genera  was  ac- 
tually completed,  at  the  expence  of  ten  thou* 
land  pounds ;  a  charter  was  granted  with  very 
confiderable  privileges;  the  ftandard  of  gold 
was  altered  for  the  accommodation  of  the  watch 
maaufa&nrers ;  the  foundation  of  an  academy 
approved,  upon  an  ufeful,  extenfive,  and  ceco- 
nomical  plan  * ;  in  July,  1783,  feveral  Gene- 
vans landed  in  Ireland;  and  when  the  nation 
had  expended  near  thirty  thoufand  pounds, 
the  projefl:  was  fuddenly  relinquifhed,  and  the 
fettlement  finally  abandoned. 

The  failure  of  this  projeft  may  be  principally 
attributed  to  the  following  caufe : — If  the  fet- 
tlement could  have  been  immediately  carried 
into  execution,  the  Genevans  would  have 
emigrated  in  very  confiderable  numbers;    but 


•  The  total  expence  of  the  academy  would,  at  the  higheft 
calculation,  hive  amounted  to  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  6fry-four  pounds  per  annum,  and  at  a  more  moderate 
▼ablation  to  only  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  pounds.  For  this  fum  forty-four  profeflbrs,  aiEftams, 
and  mailers  would  have  been  maintained ;  a  public  library 
eftabiifhed  ;  and  the  expeaces  of  a  (Indent,  in  the  article  of 
education,  would  not  have  exceeded  one  hundred  and  iixty- 
four  pounds  eighteen  (hillings  for  thirteen  years,  or  about 
twelve  pounds  per  annum, 

i  many 
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many  aeceflary  delays  were  occafioned  by 
the  arrangement  of  fo  complicated  a  plan, 
by  the  high  demands  of  the  Genevan  com- 
miffioners,  who,  in  drawing  up  the  charter, 
required  many  privileges  which  were  contra- 
dictory to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  by  the 
building  of  the  New  Geneva,  Thefe  delays 
naturally  giving  time  for  the  refentment  of 
die  Genevans  to  fubfide,  many  returned  and 
took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  new  go- 
vernment. 

To  this  circumftance  muft  be  added  the 
departure  of  Earl*  Temple,  in  May*  1783,  who 
was  the  great  patron  and  promoter  of  the  fet- 
tlement ;  that  the  projeft,  as  it  loft  its  novelty, 
gradually  became  lefs  popular;  that  the  few 
Genevans,  who  had  prematurely  landed  in 
Ireland,  although  maintained  at  tne  public  ex- 
pence,  yet  were  difcontented,  at  not  finding 
the  new  town  prepared  for  their  immediate 
reception ;  and  that  particularly,  as  thofe  among 
the  prbpofed  emigrants  who  had  mod  property, 
h?d  withdrawn  their  names ;  the  remainder 
did  not  poflefc  a  fufficient  capital  to  fettle  in 
a  foreign  country,  and  to  eftablifli  an  expenfive 
branch  of  manutafture  without  ftill  farther  af- 
fiftance. 

In  confequence  of  this  deficiency,  the  Ge- 
nevan commiffioners  petitioned  to  appropriate 
ten  thoufand  pounds  of  the.  fifty  thoufand, 
for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  capital.  But, 
as  that  fum  had  been  voted  by  parliament 
forN  othef  purpofes,  this  petition  was  necef- 
farily    reje&ed;     and    the    Genevans,    in    an 

addrefs 
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addrefe  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  relinquished  the  fettle- 
roeht ;  and  foon  afterwards  quitted  that  coun- 
try. 

I  am,  *&c 


LETTER 
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General  RefleBions. 


H 


.AVING,  in  the  courfe  of  my  former  let- 
ters, communicated  to  you  fuch  obfervationa 
as  occurred  to  me  during  my  tour  through 
Switzerland,  concerning  the  laws,  government, 
and  (ituation  of  each  canton  in  particular;  I 
will  now  lay  before  you  a  few  concluding  re- 
marks, in  relation  to  the  Rate  of  that  country  in 
general. 

No  part  of  Europe  contains,  within  the  fame 
compafs,  fo  many  independent  commonwealths, 
and  fuch  a  variety  of  different  governments,  as 
are  colle&ed  together  in  this  remarkable  and 
delightful  country ;  and  yet,  with  fuch  wifdom 
was  the  Helvetic  union  compofed,  and  fo  Jittle 
have  the  Swifs,  of  late  years,  been  a&uated 
with  the  fpirk  of  conqueft,  that  fmce  the  firm 
and  complete  eftablifliment  of  their  general  con- 
federacy, they  h^ve  feldom  found  occafion  to 

employ 
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employ  their  arms  againft  a  foreign  enemy ;  and 
have  been  troubled  with  no  civil  commotions 
that  were  not  foon  happily  terminated.  Per- 
haps there  is  not  a  fimilar  inftance  in  antient  or 
modern  hiftory,  of  a  warlike  people,  divided 
into  little  independent  republics,  clofely  border- 
ing upon  each  other,  and  occafionally  inter- 
fering in  their  refpective  interefts,  having  con- 
tinned,  during  fo  long  a  period,  in  an  almoft  un- 
interrupted (late  of  tranquillity.  And  thus, 
while  the  feveral  neighbouring  kingdoms  fuffer, 
by  turns,  all  the  horrors  of  war,  this  favoured 
nation  enjoys  the  felicity  of  looking  down  with 
fecurity  upon  the  various  tempefts  that  fhake  the 
world  around  them. 

But  the  happinefs  of  a  long  peace,  has  neither 
broken  the  fpirit,  nor  enervated  the  arm  of  the 
Swifs.     The  youth  are  diligently  trained  to  mar- 
tial exercifes,  fuch  as  running,  wreftling,  and 
(hooting  both  with  the  crofs-bow  and  the  muf- 
ket;   a  confiderable  number  of  well-difciplined 
troops  are  always  employed  in  foreign  fervices ; 
and  the  whole  people  are  enrolled,  and  regu- 
larly exercifed  in  their  refpe&ive  militia.     By 
thefe  means  they  are  capable  of  colle&ing  a  very 
refpeSable  body  of  forces,  which  would  prove 
formidable  to   any  enemy  who  fhould  invade 
their  country,  or  attack  their  liberties.     Thus, 
while  moft  of  the  other  ftates  upon  the  continent 
are   tending   towards    a    military  government, 
Switzerland  alone  has  no  ftanding  armies  ;   and 
yet,  from  the  nature  of  its  fituation,  from  its 
particular  alliances,  and  from  the  policy  of  its 
internal  government,  is  more  fecure  from  inva- 
sion than  any  other  European  power. 

The 
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The  felicity  of  Switzerland,  however,  does 
not  confift  merely  in  this  peculiar  exemption 
from  the  burdens  and  mifcries  of  war ;  as  there 
is  no  country  in  which  happinefs  and  content 
more  univerfally  prevail  among  the  people. 
For,  whether  the  government  is  ariftocratical, 
democratical,  or  mixed;*  a  general  fpirit  of  li- 
berty pervades  and  a&uates  the  feveral  confu- 
tations: fo  that  even  the  oligarchical  ftates, 
which  are  ufually  the  moft  tyrannical,  are  here 
peculiarly  mild ;  and  the  property  of  the  fubjeft 
is  in  general  fecurely  guarded  againft  every  kind 
of  violation. 

But  one  general  defeft  prevails  in  the  criminal 
jurifprudence  of  the  country.  For,  although 
the  Caroline  code,  as  it  is  (lyled,  or  die  code  of 
the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  forms  in  each  of 
the  republics  the  principal  bafis  of  their  penal 
laws,  with  particular  modifications  and  additions 
in  different  diftri&s ;  yet  much  too  great  a  lati- 
tude is  allowed  to  the  refpe&ive  judges,  who 
are  lefs  governed  in  their  determinations  by  this 
code,  or  any  other  written  law,  than  by  the 
common  principles  of  equity.  How  far  long 
experience  may  have  juftified  the  prudence  of 
trufting  them  with  this  extraordinary  privilege, 
or  how  far  the  feverity  of  the  Caroline  code 
renders  it  neceffary,  I  cannot  fay j  but  difcre- 
tionary  powers  of  this  kind,  are  undoubtedly 
liable  to  the  moil  alarming  abufe  j  and  can  ne- 
ver, without  the  greateft  hazard,  be  committed 
to  the  hands  of  the  magistrate. 

Upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  forbear  refleft- 
ing  on  the  fuperior  wifdom,  in  the  prefent  in- 
(lance,  as  we>l  as  in  many  others,  of  our  own 
moft  invaluable  conftitution ;   and,  indeed,  it  is 

impoflible 
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ifQpoi&ble  for  an  Englifhman  to  obferve  the  go- 
vernments of  other  countries,  without  becoming 
a  warmer  and  more  affeftionate  admirer  of  his 
own.  In  England,  the  life  and  liberty  of  the 
fubjefb  does  not  depend  upon  the  arbitrary  de- 
cifion  of  his  judge,  but  is  fecured  by  exprefs 
laws,  from  which  no  magiftrate  can  depart  with 
impunity.  This  guarded  precifion,  it  is  true, 
may  occasionally,  perhaps,  be  attended  with 
forae  inconveniences ;  but  they  are  overbalanced 
by  advantages  of  fo  much  greater  weight,  as  to 
be  fcarcely  perceptible  in  the  fcales  of  juftice. 
I  not  mean,  however,  to  throw  any  imputation 
upon  the  officers  of  criminal  jurifdidion  in 
Switzerland :  as  far  as  I  could  obferve,  they  adr 
minifter  diftributive  juftice  with  an  impartial 
and  equitable  hand. 

I  remarked,  with  peculiar  fatisfa£tfon,  the 
excellent  Hate  of  the  prifons,  and  the  humane 
precautions  which  the  feveral  legiflatures  have 
adopted  in  relation  to  felons :  a  circumftance 
that  ftruck  me  the  more  forcibly,  as  the  con- 
trary is  but  too  vifible  in  England.  In  Switzer- 
land, the  criminals  are  confined  in  wholefome 
and  feparate  wards  ;  and  inftead  of  languifhing 
in  prilon,  to  the  great  injury  of  their  health, 
or  total  wafte  of  their  little  remnant  of  money, 
are  almoft  immediately  brought  to  trial.  In 
England,  an  accufed  perfon  may  be  confined  fix 
months,  ^or  more,  before  his  fate  is  determined  : 
and  if  he  is  proved  innocent,  and  fhould  be  in 
low  circumftances ;  the  lofs  of  his  time,  toge- 
ther with  the  expencea  of  the  jail-fees,  may  pro- 
bably occafion  his  utter  ruin ;  while  his  morals 
are  in  no  lefs  danger,  by  being  compelled  to 
affociate  with  a  fet  of  abandoned  wretches,  loft 

to 
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to  all  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  encouraging  each 
other  in  their  common  profligacy.  How  much 
is  it  to  be  lamented,  that,  while  our  code  of 
criminal  jurifprudence  is  in  general  formed  upon 
principles,  which  diftinguifh  us  with  hoiour 
among  the  nations  of  Europe ;  that  our  courts 
of  juftice  are  thrown  open  to  die  view  of  all  the 
world ;  and  that  we  enjoy  the  ineftimable  and 
almoft  peculiar  privilege  of  being  tried  by  our 
equals ;  how  much  (I  cannot  forbear  repeating) 
is  it  to  be  lamented,  that  the  fame  equitable  and 
humane  fpirit  fhould  be  found  wanting  in  fo 
important  an  article  of  our  penal  laws  f 

For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  prifons 
in  Switzerland,  I  would  refer  you  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Howard's  publication  *  on  the  fubjeft.  In 
this  work  the  benevolent  author  has  given  many 
melancholy  inftances,  that  the  Englifli  jails  are 
much  inferior  to  foreign  prifons  in  cleanlinefs 
and  good  government.  He  mull,  however,  feel 
the  mod  lenfible  fatisfa&ion  in  finding,  that  his 
labours  have  already  produced  feveral  advanta- 
geous regulations,  particularly  concerning  the 
fees  of  prifoners  who  fhall  be  acquitted,  and  the 
prevention  of  the  gaol  diftemper.  Yet  much 
ft  ill  remains  to  be  effected.  But  as  Mr.  H. 
continues  his  laudable  refearches,  it  mayjuftly 
be  hoped,  that  he  will  at  length  effectually  fix 
the  attention  of  the  Britifh  Senate  upon  an  ob- 
ject fo  highly  deferving  the  care  of  every  wife 
and  humane  legiflature. 

*  The  State  of  tbe  Prifons  in  England  and  Wales,  fcc. 
&c.  Third  Edition,  1784.  And  an  account  of  fome  foreign 
prifons. 

it 
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It  is  a  matter  of  aftoniftunent,  as  well  as  of 
concern,  to  find,  that  in  a  country  where  the 
true  principles  of  civil  government  are  fo  well 
underftood  and  fo  generally  adopted  as  in  Swit- 
zerland, that  the  trial  by  torture  is  not  yet  abo- 
liflied:    for,  in  feme  particular  cafes,  the  fuf- 
pe&ed  criminal  is  put  to  the  rack.     The  ineffi- 
cacy,   no  lefs  than  the  inhumanity,  of  endea- 
vouring to  extort  the  truth  by  the  feveral  horrid 
inftruments  which  too  ingenious  cruelty  has  de- 
vifed  for  that  purpofe,  has  been  fo  often  expofed 
by  the  ableft  writers,  that  it  would  be  equally 
impertinent    and    fuperfluous    to    trouble    you 
with  any  farther  refle&ions  upon  the  fubjefl;: 
and  iftdeed,   the  whole  ftrength  of  the  feveral 
arguments  urged  upon  this  occafion,    is  com- 
prized in  the  very  juft  and  pointed  obfervation 
of  the  admirable  la  Bruyere,  that  la  que/Hon  eft 
une  invention  merveilleufe  Eff  tout-a-fait  Jure,  pour 
ferdre  un  innocent  qui  a  la  complexion  foible *,  & 
fauver  un  coupable  qui  eft  ne  rjobufte  *.     I  cannot, 
however,  but  add,  in  juftice  to  the  Swift,  that 
zealous  advocates  have  not  been  wanting  among 
them  for  the  total  abolition  of  torture :    but  ar- 
guments of  reafon,  and  fentiments  of  humanity, 
have  been  found,  even  in  this  civilizdd  and  en- 
lightened  country,  to  avail  little  againft  invete- 
rate cuftom  and  long. confirmed  prejudices  f. 

During 

*  Caracteres,  Vol.  ii.  p.  203. 

f  Criminal  juftice  is  here,  as  in  the  greateft  part  of  Europe, 
adminiflered  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law.  Ac- 
cording to  the  maxims  of  that  code,  the  criminal's  confcflion 
is  abfolutely  reauifite  for  the  infliction  of  capital  punifhment ; 
and  confequemly,  all  thofe  nations,  which  have  not  efta- 
biilhcd  a  new  code  of  criminal  jurifprudence,  retain  the  ufe 
of  torture. 

The 
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During  my  fubfequeftt  expeditions  into  Swit- 
zerland, in  1785  and  1786,  I  was  extremely 
happy  to  find,  that  the  abfurdity  as  well  as 
inhumanity  of  torture  was  more  generally  ad- 
mitted. It  has  long  been  fupprefled  in  Geneva ; 
in  many  of  the  ariftocratical  cantons  it  is  virtu- 
ally, though  not  formally  abandoned;  and,  as 
I  have  before  had  occafion  to  obferve,  its  public 
abolition  in  Berne  forms  a  diftinguifhed  sera  in 
the  hiftory  of  Swifs  jurifprudence ;  and,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  is  the  prelude  to  its  total  difufe 
throughout  Switzerland. 

Learning  is  lefs  generally  diffufed  among  the 
catholic  than  the  proteftant  ftates :  but  in  both, 
a  man  of  letters  will  find  abundant  opportuni- 
ties of  gratifying  his  refearches  and  improving 
his   knowledge.      To  the  natural  philofopher, 

The  prefent  king  of  Proffia  fet  the  example,  in  Germany, 
of  abolishing  this  inhuman  practice ;  bat  few,  perhaps,  are 
apprized,  that  the  firft  hint  of  this  reformation  was  fuggefted 
to  him  by  reading  the  Hiftory  of  England.  For,  one  of  the 
principal  arguments  in  fupport  of  this  method  of  extorting 
confei&on,  being,  that  it  affords  the  beft  means  of  difcovering 
plots  againft  government;  the  fagacious  monarch  remarked, 
that  the  Britifti  annals  fully  confute  the  fallacy  of  that 
reafoning.  Few  kingdoms,  .  he  obferved,  had  abounded 
more  in  confpiracies  and  rebellions  than  England ;  and 
yet  the  leaders  and  abettors  had  been  more  fucceisfully 
traced  and  difcovered,  without  the  ufe  of  torture,  than  in 
any  country  where  it  was  praclifed.  ««  From  thence"  added 
this  wife  politician,  "  I  Jaw  the  abfurdity  of  torture*  and 
•*  aholjfhed  it  accordingly." 

This  anecdote,  which  I  received  from  very  reipectable 
authority,  bears  the  moft  honourable  teftimony  to  the  effi- 
cacy as  well  as  the  mildnefs  of  our  penal  laws,  and  to  the 
fuperior  excellency  of  the  procefs  obicrved  in  our  courts  of 
criminal  juftice. 

Switzerland 
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Switzerland  will  afford  an  inexhauftftle  fource 
of  entertainment  and  information,  as  well  from 
the  great  variety  of  phyfical  curiofities  fo  plen- 
tifully fpread  over  the  country,  as  from  the 
confiderable  number  of  perfons  eminently  {killed 
in  that  branch  of  fcience.  Indeed  in  every 
town,  and  almoft  in  every  village,  the  curious 
traveller  will  meet  with  collections  worthy  of 
his  attention* 

With  refpeft  to  agriculture ;  there  are,  per- 
haps, few  countries,  wherein  the  advantageous 
effeds  of  unwearied  and  perfevering  induftry 
are  more  remarkably  confpicuous.  In  travelling 
over  the  mountainous  parts  of  Switzerland,  I 
was  ftruck  with  admiration  and  aftonifhment,  to 
obferve  rocks,  that  were  formerly  barren,  now 
planted  with  vines,  or  abounding  in  rich  pafture; 
and  at  marking  the  traces  of  the  plough  along 
the  fides  of  the  fteepeft  declivities.  In  a  word, 
the  inhabitants  feem  to  have  furmounted  every 
obftru&ion  of  foil,  fituation,  and  climate ;  and 
to  have  fpread  fertility  over  various  fpots,  which 
nature  feemed  to  have  configned  to  everlafting 
barrennefs.  In  fine,  a  general  fimplicity  of 
manners,  an  open  and  unaffefted  franknefs,  to* 
gether  with  an  invincible  fpirit  of  freedom, 
may  juftly  be  mentioned,  in  the  number  of 
thoie  peculiar  qualities  which  dignify  the  pub- 
lic chara&er  of  this  people;  and  diftinguifh 
them  with  honour  among  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. 

I  have  now  laid  before  you  the  principal  ob- 
fervations  which  occurred  to  me  in  my  journey 
through  Switzerland :  happy !  if  they  may  in 
^ny  refpeft  have  contributed  to  your  informa- 
tion or  amufement.  They  were  originally  in- 
tended 
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tended  merely  as  a  private  memorial  of  friend* 
(hip;  but  I  have  an  additional  fatisfadion  in 
this  opportunity  of  publicly  teftifying  the  fincere 
efteem^and  regard  with  which  I  am, 

Dear  Sir,  &c 


\ 
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Uo  tb*  Country  rf  fife  Gfifotu. 


<&i*fttfta,  July  a  tit,  tfjg* 
&EAA  ant, 

ulNCfi  t  travelkd  over  pan  of  Switzerland, 
I  have  been  defifou*  to  make  a  tour  through 
t&e  remainder  of  that  country,  particularly  to 
vifit  the  Grifons :  and,  as  I  am  now  returning 
to  England,  I  {hall  take  the  opportunity  of  in* 
dufgifig  my  <mriofity.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
propose  the  fatisfa&ion  of  continuing  to  fend 
you,  on  this  as  on  the  former  occafion,  all  the 
information  and  intelligence  1  am  able  to  pro- 
cure. 

I  quitted  Milan  laft  week,  and  proceeded 
through  a  gently  rifing  country,  well  wooded 
and  fertile  m  corn  ana  vines,  to  Coma.  This 
town  being  the  birth-place  of  Pliny  the  younger, 
the  inhabitants]  have   placed    hi%  ftatue  in  a 

Vol.  II.  M  niche 
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niche  on  the  outfide  of  the  church,  with  a  Lat&i 
infcription,  bearing  the  date  of  1499. 

I  need  not  remind  yon,  with  how  much  raj>- 
ture  and  enthufiafm  Pliny  mentions  the  delight- 
ful fituation  of  his  native  town,  and  the  ro- 
mantic fcenery  of  the  environs,  in  thdfe/1et-< 
ters,  of  which  you  have  given  to  the  poftt ' " 
accurate  anth  elegant  a  tranflation. 

Como  is  indeed  moft  pleafantly  fituat 
a  narrow  vale,  endofed  by  fertile  hifls^  v^5n 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  beautiful  lake 
which  bears  the  fame  name.  The  town  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  wall  guarded  with  pidurefque 
towers,  and  backed  by  a  conical  eminence,  on 
which  (land  the  ruins  of  an  antient  caftle-  The 
houfes  are  neatly  built  of  ftone  ^  and  the  cathe- 
dral is  a  handfome  edifice  of  white  marble, 
hewn  from  the  neighbouring  quarries..  The 
inhabitants  have  eftablifhed  feveral  manufactures 
of  cotton  and  filkj  and  carry  on.  fome  trade 
with  the  Grifons. 

From  Como  I  made  an  excurfion  to  Men- 
drifio,  one  of  the  Italian  bailliages  belonging  to 
the  *  twelve  cantons  of  Switzerland,  Thefe 
bailliages  formed  part  of  the  Milanefe,  and  in 
iji2,  were  ceded  to  the  cantons  by  Maximilian 
Sforza,  who  was  raifed  to  the  ducal  throne  by 
the  Swifs,  after  they  had  expelled  the  troops  of 

*  Appenzel  is  excluded  from  the  co- regency,  becaufe  the 
ceffion  was  made  in  ici2,  the  year  before  that  republic  was 
admitted  into  the  Helvetic  confederacy.  Befide  Mendrifio 
and  Balerna,  the  other  Italian  bailliages  are  Locarno,  Lu- 
gano, and  Val-Maggia.  Uri,  Schwetz,  and  Uoderwalden,. 
poflefs  three  bailliages,  Bellinzona,  Riviera,  and  Val-Brenna* 
which  were  equally  dUfmembercd  from  the  Milaocfe. 

Louis* 
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Louis  the  Twelfth,  and  taken  pofleffion  of  the 
duchy.  Francis  the  Firft,  ftfcceflbr  of  Louis* 
having  recovered  the  Milanefe*  and  fecured  his 
conquefl  by  the  vi&ory  of  Marignano,  pur- 
chafe^  the  friend fhip  of  the  Swifs  by  confirming 
their  right  to  the  ceded  territory ;  a  right  which 
the  fubfequent  dukes  of  Milan  ha?e  been  too 
prudent  to  difpute. 

Meadtfifio  and  Balerna  is  one  of  the  fmaileft 
of  thefe  tranfalpine  bailliages  :  the  bailif  or  go- 
vernor is  appointed  alternately  by  each  of  the 
twelve  cantons,  and  remains  in  office  two  years. 
He  is  fupreme  judge  in  f  criminal  affairs  without* 
appeal :  a  power  too  great  to  be  entrufted  to  a 
ftranggr,  commonly  igtiorant  of  the  laws,  and 
interefted  to  increafe  his  revenue.  In  civil 
caufes  an  appeal  lies  to  the  fyndicate  of  Switzer- 
land, The  inhabitants  enjoy  confiderable  privi* 
leges,  civil,  ecclefiaftical,  and  commercial.  The 
diftrift  is  extremely  fertile  in  vines,  corn,  and 
pafturage  \  and  yields  a  great  quantity  of  excel- 
lent filki 

Upon  my-  returti  to  Como,  I  embarked  upon 
the  lake;  The  banks  near  the  town  are  richly 
wooded,  and  ftudded  with  country  houfes  and 
fmall  villages,  which  lie  upon  the  gentle  accli- 
vities near  the  margin  of  the  water.  At  firft 
the  lake  is  fcarcely  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad, 
but  it  widened  as  we  turned  round  a  neck  of 
land  upon  which  is  fituated  the  fmall  village  of 
Turnio. 

f  la  cafe  of  capital  piinifhment,  he  is  obliged  to  confulr 
the  fecretary,  notary,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  diftrift ; 
but  as  they  have  no  vote,  his  power  Is  fupreme. 

Mi  The 
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The  neighbourhood  of  Turnio,  and  the  d£fc 
tri&s  bordering  the  lake  of  Como,  fupplyf  for 
the  molt  part,  thofe  Italian  emigrants  who  wan- 
der through  Europe  vending  barometers  and 
thermometers;  df  whom  numbers  annually  re- 
fort  to  England  for  that  purpofe. 

After  abogt  29  hoar's  rowing,  we  came  to 
Pliniana,  remarkable  for  a  lingular  fountain, 
which  is  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  woe  tf  ale  Ms  dc- 
fcribed  by  Pliny*  Pliniana,  a  villa  belonging 
to  a  Mifenefe  nobleman,  is  conftrvfttd  upon 
t\ie  edge  of  the  water,  in  a  moft  romance  fitu*  ^ 
ation,  backed  by  rocks  covered  with  trees  and  f 
p^fturp.  The  mailer  of  the  houfe  received  me 
with  naucb  civility  and  ^politeuefs,  and  kindly 
apcotnpwiied  me  to  the  fountain.  It  is  a  fpring9 
which  bnrfts  from  the  rock  clofe  to  the  houfe, 
and  falls  in  natural  cafcades  into  the  lake.  I 
perfpnaUy  examined  fome  of  the  circumftanices 
alluded  to  in  the  following  description;  and 
received  the  others  from  the  gentleman  himfelf, 
who  had  repeatedly  made  them  the  fubjeft  of 
his  observation.  The  fpring  ebbs  and  flows 
three  times  a  day:  this  increafe  and  decreafe 
is  regular,  excepting  in  bad  weather.  In  the 
late  feafon,  which  has  been  remarkably  fair,  its 
changes  were  more  vifible  than  ufual.  From 
being  almoft  dry,  it  gradually  rifes,  until  it 
forms  a  confiderable  ftream ;  and  then  as  gra- 
dually fubfides,  till  the  period  of  its  fwell  re- 
turns. I  faw  it  in  its  flow,  and  meafured  its 
increafe  by  placing  (tones  at  different  diftances, 
all  of  which  it  reached  and  covered  in  a  fmall 
fpace  of  time.  1  he  original  paflajre,  in  which 
Pliny  defcribes  the  ebb  and  flow  of  this  Jpring, 

is 


Lake  of  Como.  i6$ 

is  written  upon  the  wall  of  an  adjoining  apart- 
ment. 

Ems  oritur  in  montey  per  faxa  deturrrt,  excipi- 
fur  ccenatiunculi  marm  f$QA  ;  ibi  paululhm  rr-« 
ttntus  in  Larium  lacum  *dectdiu  Hujus  mira  rtd- 
fUra  :  ter  in  die  ftatis  msftibus  ac  diminutionibus 
crefcity  deerefcitque.  Cernifur  id  palam,  &f  cum 
fummd  wluptate  deprebenditur,  juxta  recumbis, 
et  vefchis :  atque  eriam  ex  ipfo  fonte  (nam  eft  fri* 
pdi/ftmus)  pot  as :  interim  tile  certii  dimenfifque  mo- 
mentis  vel  fubtrahitur  vel  adfurgit^  annnlum  feu 
quid  aliud  ponis  in  ficco>  alluitur  fenfim,  ac  novif 
ftmi aperifur :  detegitur  rurfus  paulatimque  deferi- 
tur:  ft  diutiia  obferves  utrumqae  iterum  ac  tertUt 
videos  *. 

Haying  gratified  my  curiofity  at  Pliniana,  I 
embarked,  and  continued  to  Clarice,  where  I 
taffed  the  night.  The  weather,  which  has 
lately  been  uncommonly  fultry,  is  fuddenly 
changed :  and  this  morning  a  violent  thunder-  ' 
{form  overtook  us  upon  the  lake.     The  water 

•  Urn.  Epyt.VS*.  iv.  Ep\  xxx.— «  There  is  a  fpring  which 
"  tHes  in  a  neighbouring  mountain,  and  running  among  the 
"  rocks  is  received,  into  a  little  bancjuetting-room,  from 
"  whence,  after  the  force  of  its  current  is  a  little  refrained, 
"  it  falls,  into  the  Larian  lake.  The  nature  of  this  fpring 
**  is  extremely  rarprizing}  it  ebbs  and  flows  regularly,  three 
"  tones  a  day*  The  increafe  and-  decreafe  is  plainly  vifible; 
'  "  and-  very,  entertaining  to  obferve.  Yon  fit  down  by  the 
"  fide  of  the  fountain*  and  whilft  you  are  taking  a  repaft 
**  and  drinking  its  water,  which  is  extremely  cool,  you 
"  fe#  it  gradually  rife,  and1  fall.  If  you  place  a  ring,  or 
u  any  thing  etfe  at  the  bottom  when  it  is  dry,.  *e  ftfeam 
"  reaches  it  by  degrees  till  it  is  entirely  covered,  and  then 
■•  again  gently  retires  from  it ;  and  if  you  wait,  yon  may 
"  fee  it  thus  advance  and  recede  three  times  fucceifively." 
MdmrtVs  Tranjlatwn, 

being 
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being  fo  much  agitated,  that  we  could  not  pro* 
ceed  without  dagger,  we  landed  at  tf  fmall  vilr 
lage  upon  the  weftern  fide  of  the  lake,  in  order 
to  wait  until  the  (loon  fliould  fubfide.  The 
navigation  of 'tlrcfe.  lakes,  which  are  enqlofed 
between  the  mountains,  is  occafionally  danger- 
ous, according  to  Virgil's  defcription  of  the  Be? 
nacus,  or  Lago  di  Guar  da, 

Tu,  Lari  maxime,  tuque 
Fluflibus  etfremitu  iffurgens,  Benace^  marino* 

Travellers  who  have  vifited  thefe  parts  in  calm 
weather,  are  apt  to  confider  fuch  expreflions  a$ 
exaggerated;  but  I  am  convinced,  from  the 
ftonn  to  which  I  have  juft  been  witneft,  that 
fuch  a  defcription  is  confonant  to  truth. 

The  lake  of  Como  is  about  thirty-fix  miles 
in  length ;  in  general  from  two  to  three  milc$ 
broad,  and  four  at  the  wideft  part,  where  it  is 
divided  into  two  branches.  The  gre^t  branch 
leads  dire&Iy  to  Como ;  and  the  fmaj.ler  branch, 
called  the  Lake  of  Lecco,  difcbarges  the  Adda, 
and  communicates,  by  means  of  that  river  and 
the  canals  *  of  the  Adda  and  the  Canale  Vecchioj 
with  Milan.  '  "• 

The  borders  are  high  hills  covered, with  vines, 
Spanifh  chefnut,  walnut,  and  almond  trees,  and 
dotted  with  numerous  villages  and  fmall  towns. 
The  hills  which  bound  the  lake,  rife  gradually 
higher  and  higher,  from  thofe  which  encircle 
Como  to  the  crags  which  tower  near  its  upper 
extremity. 

*  See  Letter  87. 
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The  ftorm.  at  length  fubficnng,  I  embarked, 
and  proceeded  to  Bellano,  wta£e*ftreets  are  fo 
narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  thelmalleft  cart.  It 
is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  precipice,  rent 
from  top  to  bottom  by  a  chafnt,  tflrough  which 
a  furious  torrent  forces  its  way.*  A  bridge  is 
thrown  acrofs  the  chafm,  from  whence  the  Spec- 
tator looks  down  with  terror  into  a  gulf  fcarcely 
inferior  in  depth  to  that  at  the  Panton-bruck  % 
in  the  canton  of  Glarus ;  and  an  aquedud  is 
conduced  along  the  precipitous  fides  of  the 
rock. 

I  again  embarked,  and  proceeded  to  Domafio, 
where  I  waited  upon  the  governor,  in  order  to 
obtain  his  permiffion  to  vifit  the  Fort  of  Fuea- 
tes :  my  requeft  being  readily  complied  with,  I 
-crofled  the  lake,  acconxpani^a  by  a  foldier  from 
Domafio,  and  landed  at  Collico. 

A  littte  above  Domafio,  on  both  fides  of  the 
lake,  begins  the  malaria*  or  unwholefome  air. 
In  thofe  parts,  the  borders  of  the  lake -are -no 
longer  abrupt  hills  rifing  boldly-  from  "the  edge 
of  the  water ;  but  a  flat  fwamp,  which  was  for- 
merly covered  with  water.  The  inhabitants  are 
JubjeQ:  to  intermitting  fevers;  on  which  account* 
during  the  beats  of  fummer,  when  thfc  malign 
nity  of  the  atmofpherc  is  at  its  height,  the  greau 
eftpart  of  the  inhabitants  quit  the  plain,  and 
retire  to  the  neighbouring  mountains.  We 
found  Collico  and  its  neighbourhood  almoft  en- 
tirely deferted ;  the  cottages  were  fhut  up ;  and, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  appearance  of  a  drag- 
gling man  and  woman,  we  fhould  have  con* 

■*  Sec  Lc;tef  6. 
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eluded  this  part  of  the  country  to  hare  been 
quite' uninhafciggd. 

After  walkmg  about  two  miles  from  Collico, 
we  came  to  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  upon  which 
ftands  the  Fort  of  Fuentes.  But  before  we 
afcend,  I  (hall  detain  you  a  moment  with  ^fliort 
hiftory  of  this  fort,  which  at  the  beginning  of 
the  laft  century,  was  fo  much  celebrated  in  the 
annals  of  Europe* 

One  of  the  articles  in  a  treaty  between  Franri* 
Sforza,  Duke  of  Milan,  and  the  Grifons,  er- 
prefsly  (Updating  that  no  fort  ihould  be  con- 
ftru&ed  in  the  diftrid  of  Piautedio,  was  coa- 
firmed  by  the  Spamfli  branch  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  which  fucceeded  Charles  the  Fifth  in 
the  poflcflion  of  the  Milanefe.  Notwithftand- 
Ing,  however,  this  qgreemept,  when  the  reli* 
gious  disputes,  occafioned  by  the  introduction 
of  the  reformed  religion  into  the  Valteline,  had 
created  a  jealoufy  between  the  Houfe  of  Aufbia 
and  the  Grifons,  and  affairs  Itemed  tending  to 
a  rupture ;  the  count  de  Fuentes,  governor  of 
Milan,  kid,  in  1603,  the  foundation  of  the 
fort,  which  he  called  after  his  ovn  name,  and 
faw  it  completed  in  1606.  From  this  place, 
fituatcd  in  the  Piantedio^  he  introduced  troops 
into  the  Valteline,  and  fupported  the  inhabi- 
tants in  their  hostilities  agaiuft-  the  Grifons. 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  alluding  to  the 
conftru&ion  and  fituation  of  this  fort  upon  the 
borders  of  Italy,  and  near  the  confines  of  the 
Grifons,  ufed  to  fay,  B  veut  du  mime  naud 
fcrrtr  la  gorge  df  f  halts  et  Us  piedt  aux  Grifons  % 

•  With  the  fame  knot  he  binds  the  neck  of  Italy  and  the 
feet  of  the  Grifons. 

if 
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If  yon  are  not  fatigued  with  this  preliminary 
account,  we  will  now  mount  to  the  forty   and 
take   a  view  of  its  prefent  ftate     It  is    built 
upon  an  infulated  rock,   about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  neareft  ridge  of  mountains,   and 
two  miles  from  the  lake,  So  that  k  completely 
commands  the  only  erear  opening  which    leads 
into  the  Valteline,  timer  tram  rne  H^zagie  or 
the  Grifons;    a  ftnisrinrc  of  c?e*i  any*  '^^ 
wben  the  pofileSon  ir  :he  *^irctEL£  !«<  sut  «*:♦>► 
jeQ   of  fuch    conkng^rc   :*»   -re   H-nuIe    cr 
jftaiitria.     The  foTiiknr:rre    vjaji  ar»    ixll~  m 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  Tirzxtms^sr^  z^   rnrt^ 
ftru&ed  with  ftone,  ain:  ist  -z~r  ^ac     Tic    - 
only  building  anc  a  to?  mimnm   ar^^>  :hr 
fbldkrs,  and  the  governor  ,*  aiiu^  w^i-x  ^  jt 
a  moil  wretched  condition.    I  - 
fat  canfifts  of  three  fmrit^r^  wri_  s  ^r  1 
radon  of  three  days,  xexun:  ii  liaE2i£r_ 
are  relieved  by  an  eqoii  nas^-r  ~s:  rs: 
place*     The  only  mhiggsini  art  a  wj^ar  u 
his  wife,  who  hare  rcf*dat  Cbtst  i  ^c  ac 
hanre  been  almoft:  ran  f  air  j  rf  ~~-  «*:^  ^ 
ague. 

The   plain   below  the    tktjl    wsr    flt^rttr 
marihy,  and  covered  wah  nJboL.  ***- .-*.^~  ^  ^#^ 
tilential  eftuvia,  which  g£tca  ts*  ar^i 
and  occafions  the  miwi^dea&sKi  tr  1 
The  Spaniards  were  *ccwi'jM*=c  n   I 
place,  fifom  its  pecaKar  finadau,  d^^u 
Grifons;   while  the  boar,  5a  5Jmfi»%i  j 
air,  termed  it,  with  more  pr^rjsrr.  n* 
of  the  Spaniard*. 

The  view  from  the  {on  m  taxA±>n  mm 
pi&urefque.    Oa  one  fids,  Ac  »ft   *; 
watered  by  the  tarbuleat  JLLz*~9  « 
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the  lakes  of  Como  and  Chiavenna,  beautifully 
encircled  with  numerous  towns  and  villages* 
The  hills  which  (kirt  the  Valteline  and  the  labe 
of  Como,  prefent  a  variegated  landscape  of  fo- 
refts,  cotn-fields,  and  paftures,  finely  contrafted, 
towards  the  Grifons,  by  the  rugged  Rhetian 
A'ps  covered  with  eternal  fnow. 

Having  taken  leave  of  the  three  folduss,  and 
bid  adieu  to  the  jreafant  and  his  wife,  T de- 
scended into  the  plain :  the  foil  of  which  is  fer- 
tile, but  being  fubjeft  to  frequent  inundations^ 
is  not  capable  of  conflant  cultivation.  That 
part  which  lies  between  the  fort  and  die  lake,  is 
fo  marlhy,  that  although  the  (trait  line  to  the 
place,  where  the  boat  waited  for  me,  fcarcely 
exceeded  two  miles,  yet  I  was  obliged  to  make 
a  circuit  of  five  before  I  arrived,  hrmy  way^ 
I  paired  a  range  of  fquare  (tones,  which  form 
the  boundary  between  the  Milajiefe  and  the 
country  of  the  Grifons;  on  one  fide  pf  each* 
(tone  was  infcr&ed  Stato  di  MUano9  on  the  other 
Grigioni:  they  were  put  up,  as  the  date  in- 
formed me,  in  1763,  the  year  in  which  the 
treaty,  or  the  capitulation  or  Milan,  was  conr 
eluded  between  the  Emprefs  of  Germany,  as 
fovereign  of  Milan,  and  the  Grifons.  By  this 
treaty,  the  limits  of  the  two  (tates  were  finally 
fettled;  and  feveral  other  fubjefts  of  difpute 
were  amicably  adjufted.  \ 

I  came  to  the  Adda,  which,  for  a  fliort  fpace, 
makes  the  line  of  reparation  between  the  Milan- 
efe  and  Grifons,  and  walked  along  its  bartks. 
Its  ftream  is  muddy,  and  navigable  only  by 
rafts.  Moft  jof  the  maps  of  the  lake  of  Como 
are  errpneous,  in  reprefenting  that  lake  and  the 
Lagbetto  di   Chiavenna   as  one  great* piece  of 

water, 
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'"  %rater,  and  the  Adda  as  flowing  into  the  former; 
whereas  the  two  lakes  are  diuinft  bodies,  and 
die.  Adda  joins  a  fmali  ftream  which  iffues  from 

I    the  Lagbetto,  and  thus  united,  falls  into  the  lake 
of  Como-  i 

I  embarked  near  Dacio,  which  is  the  laft  v\U 
lage  in  the  Milanefe ;  at  which  place  all  boats 
laden  with  merchandize  are  obliged  to  land, 
and  pay  a  fmall  doty.  Soon  afterwards  I  entered 
the  lake  of  Chiavenna,  which  belongs  to  the 
Crifons.  The  views  of  this  lake  are  extremely 
wild  and  magnificent ;  furrounded  as  it  is  with 
barren  rocks,  craggy,  and  rifing  into  fpires 
fprinkled  with  fnow ;  the  bafes  of  thofe  dreadful 
precipices  are  loft  in  the  dead  and  overfhadowed 
water,  dangerous  on  account  of  its  malignant 
vapours,  and  affording  no  afylum,  and  fcarcely 
a  landing-place,  to  the  crews  of  thofe  frail  boats, 
which  are  caught  unwarily  in  the  violent  ftorms 
to  which  it  is  fubjeft.  I  landed  at  JRiva,  which 
confifts  of  a  few  fcattereu  cottages  and  ware- 
houfes,  the  miferable  owners  whereof  are  the 
pnly  inhabitants. 

Having  procured  fome  horfes,  I  proceeded  to 
Chiavenna  by  moon-light.  The  villages  were 
almoft  entirely  deferted,  and  the  inhabitants 
withdrawn  to  the  mountains :  the  people  in  ge- 
neral are  fo  greatly  alarmed  at  the  unwholefome 
ftate  of  the  air  in  this  feafon,  that  the  watermen 
who  rowed  me  from  Como,  although  exceed- 
ingly fatigued,  went  back  to  Domafio ;  and  ex- 
erted all  their  eloquence  to  diffuade  me  from  my 
wtt  intention  of  remaining  in  the  plain:  over- 
come by  theiT  repeated  importunities,  I  purfued 
my  journey  to  Chiavenna.  Indeed  no  other 
proof  of  the  tainted  air  is  requifite  than  a  view 
2  of 
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of  the  inhabitants ;  the  few  peafinfs  whom  I 
met  ia  the  villages,  as  well  near  the  Fort  of 
Fuentes  is  in  the  valley  of  Chisvcnna,  were 
moftly  wan  and  Kvi<L  The  narrow  valley  thro9 
which  I  paffed  from  the  lake  to  Chiavenaa,  h 
enelofed  between  the  firft  and  loweft  chain  of 
due  Rhetian  Alps ;  it  is  watered  by  die  torrent 
Maira,  and  produces  Turkiih  wheat,  pritunge, 
chethuts,  and  mulberry*trees9  together  with  a 
great  abundance  of  willows.  Near  Chiavenaa 
the  afcent  is  rapid,  and  that  town  ia  buik  in  « 
higher  and  more  wholefome  fituattoa* 
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flwt—ltt  Dejhua'm  hi  the  loft  Century  if  a  Fait 
tf  a  MwKttun—VaUe]  of  FrtggJia.  ' 


Mi 


July  t$xh. 


L Y  laft  letter  left  me  at  Chiavenna,  of  which 
town  I  defer  fending  you  any  defcription,  aa.1 
propofc  returning  there  in  my  way  to  Coire. 
The  morning  after  my  arrival,  I  rode  about  four 
miles,  to  the  fpot  formerly  occupied  by  the  town 
of  Piuro,  or.Plurs,  which  was  totally  over- 
whelmed by  the  fall  of  mount  Conto,  under 
which  it  was  built.  This  terrible  cataftrophe 
happened  Auguft  25th/  16 18. 

Plurs  was  a  large  and  flouriflung  town,  fub- 
je&,  as  well  as  Chiavenna,  to  the  Grifons. 
Contemporary  writers  mention,  that  it  contained 
three  churches,  many  large  houfes,  and  a  ftone 
bridge  over  the  Maira ;  and  that  its  population 
amounted  to  at  lead   1500  inhabitants,  who 

cajried 
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carried  on  no  lnconfiderdble  commerce.      Tni 
valley  in  which?  it  was  fituated  is  very  narrow* 
*nd  the  whole  town  was  buried  in  one  undiftin- 
guifhed  ruin.     A  contemporary  account  relates* 
that  the  cloud  of  duft  and  rubbifh  was  fo  great 
as  to  cover  the  heavens  like  fmoke,  and  even  to 
extend  as  far  as  Chiavenna :   the  inhabitants  o£     . 
Chiavenna,  alarmed  at  this  uncommdn  phenol  *fl 
menon,  were  ftill  more  terrified  at  the  difappear*  jm 
mnce  of   the  •  torrent    Maira,    which    fuddenly      I 
ceafed  to  flow  by  that  town  for  near  an  hour ; 
its  courfe  being  ftdpped  by  the  fallen  fragments 
of  rock,  until  It  forced  its  way  over  the  ruins. 
This  event  fpread  fucti  an  uriiverfal  alarm  among 
the  inhabitants,-  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
torrent  had  undermined  Chiavenna,  and  would 
burft  out  with  fuch  fury  as  to  deluge  the  whole 
place,  that  great  numbers  precipitately  fled  into 
the  mountains; 

I  walked  over  the  fpot  where  Plurs  was  built  i 
parts  of  the  antient  walls,  and  the  ruins  of  a 
country  houfe,  which  belonged  to  the  Francis 
the  richeft  family  in  the  place,  are  the  only  re- 
mains of  its  former  exiftencej  and  thefe  would 
not  be  noticed  by  a  paffenger.  A  peafant,  whd 
has  a^  cottage  clofe  to  the  ruins,  pointed  out  to 
me  every  place,  as  it  had  been  explained  to  him 
by  his  grandfather.  He  (hewed  me  where  flood 
the  churches  and  principal  houfes,  the  channfel 
through  which  the  river  then  flowed,  and  where 
the  bridge  was  conftrufted.  He  informed  me, 
that  in  digging,  fcveral  dead  bodies  had  been 
found  ;  and  particularly  the  bones  of  a  prieft, 
covered  with  fhreds  ot  garments,  which  indk 
cated  that  he  was  Employed  in  divine  fervioe 

when 
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tofien  the  rock  overwhelmed  the  town.  Houf- 
hold  utenfils  are  frequently  dug  up-;  the  other 
day  feveral  corpfes  were  discovered,  and  on  the 
finger  bone  of  one  were  a  filver  and  two  gold 
rings.  Vineyards,  chdfaut-trees,  and  houfes, 
cover  the  fpot  where  this  unfortunate  town  was 
once  fituated. 

.  The  valley  in  this  part  has  an  oval  appear- 
ance, and  ia  ikirted  by  a  beautiful  grove  of  chef- 
nut-trees  ;  the  furrounding  mountains  are  fteepr 
and  rugged,  and  from  the  top  of  mount  Sa- 
vonrie,  F  acqua  fragia,.*  considerable  torrent, 
precipitates  itfelf,  at  firft  in  a  full  unbroken 
ftream,  and  afterwards  divides  into  three  fepa- 
rate  falbr  highly  ornamental  to  the  beautiful 
fcenery  of  the  vale. 

I  next  followed  my  guide  to  the  houfe  of  a 
gentleman  near  Chiavenna,  in  order  to  Tee  a 
drawing  of  Plur&  before  it  was  overwhelmed  ; 
tjtxe  anceftors  of  this:  perfon  had  large  pofleffions, 
and  were  the  richeft  family  in  the  town.  The 
mafto"  of  the  hqujfe  fhewed  me  the  pifture,  and 
explained  to  me  the  fituation  of  the  different 
buildings.  He  tljea  .politely  accompanied  me 
through  his,  grounds  to  a  manufa&ure  of 
(tone  pots,  called  Latezzi,  which  ar«  made 
near  Chiavenna,  and  are  much  ufed  for  kit- 
chen utenfils  throughout  thefe  countries,  and 
fqpie  parts  of  Italy.  This  manufacture  is 
very  antient :    Pliny  mentions  the  ftone  *  un«r 

der 


*  Lapis  Ollaris. — Pliny's  Lapis  Comenfis  is  clafled  by 
WaUerius  among  the  fteatites,  by  Linnaeus  among  the  talcs. 
— k  is  opake,  un&uous  to  the  touch,  and  compoied  of  mica 
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carried  on  no  incbnfiderable  commerce.     TM 
valley  in  which*  it  was  fituated  is  very  narrow, 
tod  the  whole  town  was  buried  in  one  undiftin- 
guifhed  ruin.     A  contemporary  account  relates, 
that  the  cloud  of  duft  and  rubbifh  was  fo  great 
as  to  cover  the  heavens  like  fmoke,  and  even  to 
extend  as  far  as  Chiavenna :    the  inhabitants  o£ 
Chiavenna,  alarmed  at  this  tincommdn  pheno**' 
menon,  were  {till  more  terrified  at  the  difappear* 
*nce  of   the  •  torrent    Maira,    which    fuddenly 
ceafed  to  flow  by  that  town  for  near  an  hour  ; 
its  courfe  being  ftdpped  by  the  fallen  fragments 
of  rock,  until  It  forced  its  way  over  the  ruins. 
This  evdnt  fpread  fuch  an  uriiverfal  alarm  among 
the  inhabitants,-  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
torrent  had  undermined  Chiavenna,  and  would 
burft  out  with  fuch  fury  as  to  deluge  the  whole 
place,  that  great  numbers  precipitately  fled  into 
the  mountains; 

I  walked  over  die  fjtot  where  tMurs  was  built  i 
parts  of  the  antient  walk,  and  the  ruins  of  a 
country  houfe,  which  belonged  to  the  Francij 
the  richeft  family  in  the  place,  are  the  only  re- 
mairffc  of  its  former  exiftence  i  and  thefe  would 
not  be  noticed  by  a  paffenger.  A  peafant,  who 
has  a^  cottage  clofe  to  the  ruinsi,  pointed  out  to 
me  every  place,  as  it  had  been  explained  to  him 
by  his  grandfather.  He  {hewed  me  where  flood 
the  churches  and  principal  houfes,  the  chanfifel 
through  which  the  river  then  flowed,  and  where 
the  bridge  was  conftru&ed.  He  informed  me* 
that  in  digging,  feveral  dead  bodies  had  been 
found ;  and  particularly  the  bones  of  a  prieft, 
covered  with  fhreds  of  garments,  which  indk 
cated  that  he  was  Employed  in  divine  ferviee 

when 
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JPPtrfren  the  rock  overwhelmed  the  town.  Houf- 
hold  utenfils  are  frequently  dug  up;  the  other 
day  feveral  corpfes  were  discovered,  and  on  the 
finger  bone  of  one  were  a  filver  and  two  gold 
rings.  Vineyards,  chdfaut-trees,  and  houfes, 
cover  the  fpot  where  this  unfortunate  town  was 
once  fituated. 

The  valley  in  this  part  has  an  oval  appear- 
ance, and  ia  (kirted  by  a  beautiful  grove  of  chef- 
nut-trees  ;  the  furrounding  mountains  are  ftecpr 
and!  nigged,  and  from  the  top  of  mount  Sa- 
yonne,  P  aequo,  frsgia,.*  confiderable  torrent, 
precipitates  ltfelf,  at  firft  in  a  full  unbroken 
ftream,  and  afterwards  divides  into  three  fepa- 
rate  falkr  highly  ornamental  to  the  beautiful 
fcenery  of  the  vale. 

I  next  followed  my  guide  to  the  houfe  of  a 
gentleman  near  Chiavenna,  in  order  to  Tee  a 
drawing  of  Plur&  before  it  was  overwhelmed  ; 
tjUe  anceftors  of  this  perfon  had  large  pofleffions, 
and  were  the  richeft  family  in  the  town.     The 
mailer  of  the  houfe  fhewed  me  the  pi&ure,  and 
explained  to  me  the  fituation  of  the  different 
buildings.     He  tjjen  .politely  accompanied  me 
through    his.    grounds    to    a    manufa&ure    of 
itone  pots,    called  La^ezzi9    which   are   made 
near  Chiavenna,    and  are  much  ufjed  for  kit- 
chen  utenfils   throughout  thefe  countries,   and 
feppe    parts    of    Italy.      This    manufacture    is 
very  antient :    Pliny  mentions  the  ftone  *  un< 

der 
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and 


178  LETTER      68. 

idea  of  the  mode  in  which  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs  is  carried  on  in  thefe  little 
ftates. 

Each  community  has  its  general  affembly, 
in  which  the  fovereign  power  is  vefted;  every 
male,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  has  a  vote:  in 
each  of  thefe  aflemblies,  the  magiftrates  and 
representatives  to  the  general  diet,  are  chofen 
by   the   majority  of   voices;    inftrufiions  are 

given  to  the  representatives;  and  ail  appeals 
om  the  diet  decided  in  the  laft  refort.  For 
civil  caufes,  the  two  communities  have  fe- 
parate  tribunals,  compofed  of  the  Landam* 
matty  who  is  prefident,  and  twelve  affiftants ; 
and  an  appeal  lies  from  one  to  the  other. 
For  criminal  affairs,  there  is  one  court  of 
juftice,  compofed  of  a  Podefta^  and  an  equal 
number  of  judges  from  each  community* 
The  Podefta  is  chofen  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  each  community  appoints  two  peribns, 
who  nominate  nine  others;  and  thefe  nine 
chufe  two  candidates,  who  draw  lots  for  the 
office.  The  fame  perfon  is  not  unfrequently 
nominated  Podefta  by  both  parties;  and  then 
the.  lot  is  caft,  to  afcertain  to  which  he 
belongs.  This  criminal  court  of  juftice  is 
always  held  at  Vico  Soprano,  in  Sopra  Porta. 
In  all  delinquencies  the  punifliments  are  ex* 
traordiharily  fevere,  and  the-  remiffion  or 
alleviation  is  entirely  left  to  the  judges,  who 
generally  take  a  commutation  in  fines;  fo 
that  if  the  criminal  is  poor,  he  undergoes  the 
puniihment,  if  rich,  he  redeems  himfelf  by 
money.  "> 
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Defcription  of  the  Mar  met. 


H  E  Marmot  is  extremely  common  in  the 
mountains  of  Switzerland,  and  particularly  in 
this  part  of  the  Grifons ;  and,  as  many  errone- 
ous accounts  of  this  fagacious  little  animal  have 
been  given,  I  fhall  fend  you  the  following  ex* 
tra&,  fele&ed  from  a  defcription  written  in  the 
German  tongoe,  bv  Dr.  Girtaner*  ;  which  can- 
not fail  being  highly  interefting  to  all,  who  ipve 
to  fearch  into  the  ceconomy  of  nature. 

Do&or  Amftein,  of  Zitzers,  in  the  •  country 
of  the  Grifons,  is  the  firft  naturalift  who  has 
narrowly  inquired  into  the  oeconomy  of  the 
marmot.  Since  his  defcription  of  this  animal 
in  profeflfor  Schreber's  work,  he  has  himfelf 
made  feveral  new  observations,   and  obtained 

*  A  French  tranilatiott  of  this  account  is  given  in  Rozier's 
Jjoiuaalfor  1786.  *  * 
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additional  information  from  Meflrs.  Aporta  and 
Catani,  two  clergymen  of  the  Grifons. 

The  marmot  inhabits  the  higheft  and  mod 
inacceffible  mountains;  prefers  the  fmall  nar- 
row valleys,  and  particularly  the  weftern  or 
fouthern  afpeft,  as  the  warmed,  and  avoids 
moift  places.  On  the  opening  of  fpring,  when 
he  iffues  from  his  hole,  where  he  has  flept  dur- 
ing winter,  he  defcends  to  the  lower  regions, 
where  vegetation  is  forward.  In  fummer  he 
again  afcends  to  the  rocky  heights,  and  into 
folitary  caverns.  He  feeds  upon  herbs  and 
roots,  and  particularly  on  the  alpine  plantain, 
mountain  fpignel,  alpine  ladies  mantle,  moun- 
tain forrel,  alpine  toad-flax,  alpine  trefoil,  and 
alpine  ftarwort  *.  When  tame,  he  eats  almoft 
every  thing  except  flefh.  On  drinking,  he 
raifes  up  his  head  like  fowls  at  every  fip,  look- 
ing on  each  fide  with  a  timorous  watchfulnefs* 
He  drinks  but  little,  to  which  Dr.  Amftem  at- 
tributes his  fatnefs.  He  is  extremely  fond  of 
butter  and  milk.  * 

At  break  of  day,  the  old  marmots  come  out 
of  their  holes  and  feed ;  afterwards,  they  brinff 
out  their  young  ones ;  the  latter  fcamper  on  all 
fides,  chafe  each  other,  fit  on  their  hind  feet, 
and  remain  in  that  pofture,  facing  towards  the 
fun,  with  an  air  expreffive  of  fatisfadion.  They 
are  all  particularly  fond  of  warmth,  and  when 
they  think  themfelves  fecure,  will  bafk  in  the 
fun  for  feverai  hours.  Before  they  colled  the 
grafs,  either  for  their  food,  or  for  their  winter 

*  Plantago  alpina,  Phellandriutn  muul&na,  AkhewnUm  aU 
pinaj  Rumex  digynus,  Antirrhinum  aipitwm,  Trifofium  alpmum^ 
After  alpimu. 
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habitations,  they  form  themfelves  into  a  circle, 
fitting  on  their  hind  legs,  and  reconnoitre  on  all 
fides.  On  the  leaft  alarm,  the  firft  gives  in- 
ftantly  a  (brill  cry,  which  is  communicated  from 
one  to  the  other,  and  they  efcape  without  re* 
peating  the  noife.  The  cbaffeurs,  by  imitating 
thefe  fucceffive  whiftlings,  approach  fo  near  as 
to  come  within  fhot  of  them. 

The  marmot  has  a  quick  eye,  and  difcorers 
the  enetay  at  a  conficfcrable  diftance.  He  never 
does  the  leaft  injury  to  any  other  animal,  and 
flies  when  he  is  purfued.  In  fad,  when  appre- 
henfive  of  being  followed,  whole  families  quit 
their  dwellings,  and  wander  from  mountain  to 
mountain,  although  they  mud  again  conftruft 
their  habitations :  but  when  flight  is  impoffible, 
they  defend  themfelves  with  fpirit  againft  men 
and  dogs,  and  attack  all  who  approach  them 
with  their  teeth  and  claws. 

They  always  live  together  in  focieties.  They 
have  both  fummer  and  winter  dwellings,  which ' 
are  eafily  diftinguiftied  from  each  other.  The 
former  remain  open  during  the  whole  year; 
whereas  the  latter  are  clofed  at  the  end  of  Sep* 
tember*  In  the  fummer  dwellings  is  found  dung 
in  great  abundance,  but  no  hay ;  on  the  con* 
tiary,  the  winter  habitations  never  contain  any 
dung*  bt*t  much  hay.  Near  the  latter  is  per* 
ceived  a  more  oonfiderable  quantity  of  earth, 
which  annually  increafes  according  to  the  fize 
of  the  dwelling,  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
family. 

In  the  formation  of  their  dwellings  they  fcoop 
out  the  earth  with  great  dexterity  and  expedi- 
tion :  a  fmall  part  they  throw  away,  and  by 
heating  the  remainder  clofe,  render  the  paffage 

very 
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very  compaft  and  folidr  The  opening  being 
fcarcely  more  than  fix  or  feven  inches  in  diame* 
ter,  is  juft  large  enough  to  admit  the  animal* 
The  interior  is  from  eight  to  twenty  feet  in. 
length ;  it  confifts  of  a  paffage,  which,  at  about 
five  or  fix  feet  from  the  entrance,  divides  into 
two  branches :  the  one  leading  to  a  fmall  cavity  * 
the  other  to  the  chamber  in  which  they  repofe* 
The  paiTage,  and  the  two  branches,  are  always 
carried  in  a  (traight  line,  unlefs  the  intervention 
of  a  rock,  or  any  other  impediment,  obliges 
them  to  take  another  direction.  The  chamber 
is  round  or  oval,  arched  at  top,  and  in  its  form 
refembles  the  fhape  of  an  oven.  It  is  from  three 
to  feven  feet  in  diameter,  being  larger  or  fmaller . 
according  to  the  number  of  the  family.  It  it 
ftrewed  with  hay,  in  which  the  marmots  lie  in  a 
dormant  ftate  during  the  whole  winter. 

On  retiring  to  this  dwelling  about  the  begin? 
ning  <Sf  Oftober,  they  carefully  clofe  the  en* 
trance  fo  as  to  exclude  all  air,  with  a  cement  of 
earth  mixed  with  (tones  and  hay.  On  opening 
this  chamber,  three  weeks  after  it  is  clofed,  the 
marmots  are  discovered  lying  on  the  hay  clofe  to 
each  other,  and  rolled  up  like  hedge-hogs,  with* 
out  the  leaft  appearance  of  life.  Ufually  from 
five  to  fixteen  are  found  together ;  fometimes, 
hut  rarely,  two  families  occupy  the  fame  dwell- 
ing; and  occafionally,  but  veiy  feldom,  one  has 
been  difcovered  alone.  If  expofed  to  warmth 
they  awaken.  The  tame  marmots  do  not  fleep 
during  winter ;  but  on  the  approach  of  that  fea- 
fon,  excited  by  inftinft,  they  colleft  materials 
towards  conftru&ing  their  dwellings.  The  wild 
marmots  occupy  their  winter  habitation  in  Otto* 
ber,  and  quit  it  towards  the  latter  end  of  March, 

or 
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or  the  beginning  of  April.  In  removing  the  ce- 
ment which  clofes  the  opening,  they  do  not 
pufh  it  outwards,  but  draw  it  inwards,  and  pro- 
bably convey  the  materials,  which  would  block 
up  the  principal  pafiage,  into  the  fmall  cavity. 

They  copulate  foon  after  coming  out:  in 
June  or  July,  young  ones  have  been  obferved, 
about  the  fize  of  rats. 

It  is  probable  that  they  do  not  eat  during 
their  torpid  ftate ;  for  the  fame  quantity  of  hay 
is  obferved  both  in  fpring  and  autumn,  in  their 
winter  habitations,  and  thofe  which  have  been 
dug  out  in  that  feafon  are  thin  and  perfe&ly 
empty. 

The  flefli  of  the  marmot  is  eatable,  and  its 
flrin  is  ufe4  for  furs. 
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Pqflage  of  the  Malloggfa — Lake  of  Siglio — Selva 
Fianp  and  Su  Af orezzo^Efpedition  to  tie 
Julian  Columns^rBevio, 


§t.  Morezzo,  July  31  ft* 

X  HE  road  throygh  Pregalia  to  Coire  admits 
carriages,  but  is  very  indifferently  paved.  \ 
parted  through  the  village  Promo^togno,  then 
through  the  Porta,  to  Stampa,  Vico-Sopranot 
Burgo  Nuovo,  and  Cafaucia.  The  houfes  in 
this  valley  are  of  ftone,  plaftered  and  white- 
wafhed ;  they  are  not  fcattered,  as  in  the  fmali 
cantons  of  Switzerland ;  but  every  half  mile  a 
clufter  of  habitations  prefents  itfelf. 

Beyond  Bondo,  the  country  prexfrces  no. 
more  chefnut-trees,  but  principally' larch  and 
firs ;  it  yields  grafs,  barley,  at>i  rye.  Near 
Cafaucia  is  the  barren  and  lofty  mountain  of 
Set.  I  here  quitted  the  high  road,  which  turns% 
towards  Coire,  and  about  a  uiile  and  a  half 
further  the  valley  terminates,  and  I  began  to 

mount; 
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jnount  a  very  fteep  afcent,  by  the  fide  of  the 
torrent  Maira,  which  ruflies  amidft  a  foreft  of 
firs ;  it  defcends  from  die  Glacier' of  the  Malin, 
a  ridge  of  Alps  feparating  the  Vakeline  from  the 
country  of  the  Grifons.  A  little  further,  I 
reached  the  top  of  the  Malloggia,  and  obferved 
the  Orlenga,  a  gliftening  torrent,  falling  from 
the  Lungin  mountain,  and  forming  the  remoteft 
fource  of  the  Inn.  The  Malloggia  is  the  point 
of  partition;  dividing  the  waters  which  run  to- 
wards the  Black  Sea,  from  thofe  which  flow 
into  the  Adriatic.  The  tops  of  the  circumjacent 
mountains  are  mod  rugged,  and  covered  with 
fhow:  lower  down  they  are  enlivened  with 
under-wood,  firs,  and  pafture. 

I  flopped  at  a  fingle  houfe,  a  kind  of  inn, 
where  travellers  are  accommodated.  The  land- 
lord and  his  family  fpeak  an  Italian  jargon, 
fimilar  to  the  Milanefe  dialed,  which  is  com-, 
mon  in  Pregalia.  The  next  place  is  Siglio,  in 
Upper  Engadina,  where  Romanfli  is  the  general 
tongue.  On  inquiring  whether  it  was  fimilar 
to  the  Italian  fpoken  in  Pregalia,  the  landlord 
informed  me,  that  the  two  languages  are  totally 
different ;  and  the  fervant  affured  me,  that  (he 
could  fcarcely  comprehend  a  word  which  was 
uttered  by  the  inhabitants  of  Siglio.  From 
Malloggia  I  defcended,  and  croffed  the  Orlenga, 
and  continued  along  the  banks  of  the  lake  of 
Siglio.  The  way  was  bad  and  craggy  until  I 
came  to  the  confines  of  Engadina,  where  an 
excellent  road  commenced. 

The  fmall  lake  of  Siglio  is  about  five  miles 
in  circumference,  and  is  finely  fituated  between 
high  perpendicular  rocks.  It  takes  its  name 
^om  Siglio,  which-  we  left  at  a  little  diflance 

on 
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on  our  right.    1  croffed  the  bin  foon  after  it 
iffuc8  from  the  lake,   and  purfued  mt  courie 
over  the  dry  bed  of  die  torrent  Fait,  which  for- 
merly flowed  into  the    Inn;    but    has    lately 
changed  its  courfe,  and  now  falls  into  the  lak* 
of  Selva  Piana.    Nothing  is  more  common  than 
for  thefe  torrents  to  fhift  their  channels ;   and  I 
could  obferve  evident  traces,  that  fome  of  them 
had  at  former  periods  watered  the  fmall  plain 
between  the  lakes  of  Siglio  and  Selva  Piana* 
The  village  of  that  name  (lands  pleafantly  upon 
a  fmall  rifing  ground;   and  the  lake  of  Selva 
Plana,  though  much  fmaller  than  that  of  Sielio, 
far  furpafles  it  in  the  beauty  of  its  banks,  which 
are   fringed  with   hanging  groves  of   fir  and 
larch.    From  this  lake  the  Inn  iflues  in  a  larger 
ftteam,  falls  again  at  a  little  diftance  into  the 
lake  of  St.  Moreazo ;    from  whence  it  dafbes 
through  a  deep  rocky  channel  into  the  plain  of 
Celerina,  where  rt  runs  in  a  more  tranquil  cur* 
rtont.    Thefe  little  plains,  or  vallies,  are  broader 
and  longer  than  that  of  Bondo,  and  produce  aa 
much  hay,  which  is  now  mowing. 

At  Selva  Piana,  I  endeavoured  to  converts 
with  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  but  could  fcarcely 
comprehend  them.  I  have  been  endeavouring 
alio  to  talk  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  place. 
Many  fpeak  Italian,  as  it  is  much  frequented  by 
ftraagefs  for  the  fake  of  the  waters;  but  the 
greateft  part  could  talk  nothing  but  Romanfh* 
This  morning,  being  Sunday,  1  attended  divine 
fervice;  the  clergyman  preached  in  the  Ian* 
ffuage  of  the  country,  and  1  could  underftand 
little  more  than  that  the  text  was  in  the  twenty* 
fecond  chapter  of  St.  Luke.  The  fermon^ 
frhich  is  the  principal  part  gf  the  fervice,  wa* 
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about  an  hour  long j  the  prayers  being  very 
fhort :  the  girls  fung  pfalms ;  fome  of  them  had 
delightful  voices,  and  performed  with  great  tafte 
and  propriety :  a  proof  of  their  neighbourhood 
to  Italy. 

St.   Morezzo,    or  as  it  is  mod   commonly 
called,  St.  Maurice,  (lands  agreeably  upon  the 
fide  of  an  bill,   and  overlooks^  a  fmall  lake, 
which  lies  in  the  bofom  of  the  mountains,  and 
is  bounded  by  riling  banks,  ftudded  with  wood 
and  pafture.    It  is  a  village  in  Upper  Engadina, 
and  i*  remarkable  for  a  plentiful  fpring  of  mi- 
neral water,  much  efteemed  for  its  efficacy  in 
curing  feveral   diforders.      It  iflues  from  the 
ground,  about  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river  Inn ;    is  a  very  plentiful 
fource,  and  ftrongly  impregnated  with  vitrioL 
Upon  plunging  Reaumur's  thermometer  into  this 
fource,  it  funk  from  1 2  to  4  J-. ,  I  was  informed 
that  a  gentleman  had  lately  afcertained,  from 
repeated  obfervations,  that  the  thermometer  va- 
ried according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  degree  of 
rain ;   but  that  upon  an  average  the  mercury  ge- 
nerally flood  between  4  and  7. 

I  am  lodged  in  one  of  the  boarding-houfes, 
which  abound  in  this  place,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  perfons  who  drink  the  waters.  The 
company  at  table  confift,  at  prefent,  of  only  two. 
merchants  of  Appenzel,  who  are  eftabliihedat 
Genoa,  and  a  clergyman  of  Lower  Engadina, 
As  I  foon  discovered  the  latter  to  be  an  intelli- 
gent man,  I  held  frequent  converfation  with  him 
upon  the  Romanfh  tongue ;  but  defer  enlarging 
upon  that  fubjed  until  I  (ball  have,  gained  fur- 
ther information.  I  alfo  talked  with  him  upon 
the  ftate  of  religion -among  (he  reformed  part  of 
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the  Grifbns,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the 
Pietijis,  a  fed  which  has  lately  made  great  pro* 
grefs  in  thefe  parts.  From  the  account  given, 
by  the  clergyman  who  evidently  leaned  towards, 
their  opinions,  thefe  Piettfts  appear  fimilar  to  our 
Methodifts ;  for  inftance,  they  exalt  faith  abov$ 
good  works;  affett  to  be  uncommonly  rigid  and 
pious;  condemn  all  diverfions,  cai^UpEaying, 
and  aflembHes,  as  criminal ;  frequently  defpair 
of  their  falvation ;  fancy  vifiens,  enjoy  fuperna- 
tural  inward  illuminations,  and  employ  fo  much 
lime  in  prayer  as  to  negleft  their  ordinary  bu£- 
sefs.  The  clergymen  of  this  fed;  are  for  the 
mod  part  ignorant  and  fnperficial,  are  vehen 
mently  vociferous  in  the  pulpit,  thunder  out  re- 
probation,  and  expatiate  upon  juftification,  with* 
out  explaining  the  methods  of  avoiding  the  for<* 
mer,  and  of  obtaining  the  latterw 

Thefe  preachers,  notwithftanding  their  affec- 
tation of  a  total  indifference  to  worldly  matters, 
do  not  confine  their  views  merely  to  theological  , 
peculations,  but  pay  a  confiderable  degree  of 
attention  to  political  affairs :  ajid  as,  by  means 
of  their  authority  in  religious  concerns,  they* 
poffefs  a  confiderable  influence  over  the  votes  of 
their  parifhioners,  they  are  on  that  account 
much  careffed  and  countenanced  by  feveral  lead- 
ing perfons  among  the  Grifons. 

In  thefe  parts,  the  drefs  of  the  women  is  An- 
gular, and  not  unbecoming:  it  cpnfifte  of  a 
black  or  blue  jacket  with  red  fleeve*,  ftriped 
blue  and  white  petticoats,  a  fmall  black  velvet 
cap  trimmed  with  gold  or  filver  lace,  with  a 
black  or  white  lac^  border  hanging  over  the* 
forehead* 

From, 
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From  St.  Morezzo,  I  made  an  excurfion  to  the 
Julian  Columns,  of  which  Scheuzer  has  given  a 
description  and  an  engraving  in  hb  Itinera  AU 
pina :  he  fuppofes  them  to  have  been  erefted  by 
Julius  Caefar,  in  order  to  mark  the  limits  of  his 
conquefts  in  thefe  parts;  and  afferts  that,  Ne 
pita  ifkra,  and  Omitto  Rbetos  indomitos,  are  in- 
fcribew  upon  them.  t 

From  St.  Morezzo,  I  went  to  Selva  Plana* 
and  then  turned  up  a  path  which  leads  to  the 
Julian  Alps :  after  continuing  about  two  hours 
ajer  rugged  rocks,  I  reached  the  Julian  Co- 
lumns, if  they  deferve  fo  dignified  an  appella- 
tion. They  are  o£a  circular  fhape.  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  the  Roman  mile-ftones,  placed  at  the 
dirtance  of  about  forty  feet  from  each  other. 
Their  height  above  the  ground  is  about  four 
feet,  and  they  feem  to  be  buried  about  a  foot,  or 
fcarcely  fo  much :  their  circumference  is  about 
five  feet.  They  have  neither  pedeftals  nor  capi- 
tals, and  are  flattifh  at  top,  with  a  fmall  round 
hole  in  the  middle  about  four  inches  diameter 
and  fix  deep.  They  were  formed  by  art,  but  in 
the  rudeft  manner.  I  examined  with  great  at- 
tention if  I  could  obferve  the  infcriptions  of  Ne 
plus  ultra,  and  Omitto  Rbetos  indomitos,  but  I 
could  not  difcover  the  fmalleft  traces  of  any  let- 
ters. We  have  no  reafon  therefore  to  conclude, 
that  thefe  pillars  were  ere&ed  by  Julius  Caefar, 
in  order  to.  afcertain  the  boundary  of  his  con- 
quefts, or  at  lead  we  have  no  proofs  upon  which 
we  can  depend  for  the  truth  of  this  popular 
ftory.  I  do  not  however  regret,  that  I  made 
the  excurfion;  for  although  my  curiofity  has 
been  difappointed  in  a  view  of  the  pillars,  yet  it 

has 
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has  been  gratified  in  vifiting  thefe  wild  and  ro- 
mantic Alps. 

The  Julian  Alps  produce  much  paffure,  but 
no  wood,  which  is  a  proof  of  their  great  eleva- 
tion. Near  the  ftones  juft  now  described  is  a 
ptece  of  water  called  the  Julian  lake :  it  is  fup- 
plied  from  a  Glacier  on  a  fuperincpmbent 
mountain,  and  fends  forth  a  torrent  that  de- 
Tcends  to  Selva  Piana,  and  faHs  into  the  lake  of 
that  name :  it  may  be  confidered  as  a  fource  of 
the  Inn. 

1  foon  afterwards  (lopped  at  a  cottage,  the 
only  houfe  in  the  whole  extent  of  thefe  Alps  :  it 
is  occupied  only  during  fummer;  the  tenants 
every  night  houfe  the  cattle  that  graze  upon 
thefe  mountains,  and  make  large  quantities  of 
butter  and  cheefe.  Having  taken  a  refrdhing 
bowl  of  thick  cream,  I  began  my  defcent,  and 
obferved  numerous  fmall  ftreams ;  fome  iffuing 
from  the  rocks,  others  falling  from  the  Glaciers, 
and  forming  the  firft  fources  of  the  Little  Rhine* 
The  path  was  fo  deep  and  craggy,  that  I  gave 
my  horfe  to  the  guide,  and  preferred  walking ; 
about  five  miles  from  the  pillars,  I  arrived  at 
Bevio,  a  fmall  village  upon  the  Little  Rhine,  in 
the  high  road  which  leads  to  Coire.  Every  one 
being  employed  in  hay^making,  I  coula  not 
gain  admittance  into  the  inn :  fome  friars,  how- 
ever, offered  me  their  houfe  and  dinner,  and 
prevented  me  from  returning,  as  I  had  propofed, 
to  the  cottage  upon  the  Julian  Alps* 

On  queftioning  thefe  friars  concerning  the 
conftitution  of  the  republic  of  Bevio;  they  in- 
formed me,  that  Bevio  and  Valmorara  form  one 
community,  governed  by  eleven  magiftrates, 
though  the  number  of  voters  who  appoint  thefe 

magiftrates, 
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magistrates,  fcarcely  exceeds  forty :  the  chief  is 
called  Mint/hale y  and  is  confirmed  every  year; 
for  which  ad  of  politenefs,  each  voter  annually 
receives  a  florin.  About  one-third  of  the  mer- 
chandize from  Como  to  Coire  pafles  by  Bevio, 
but  the  greateft  part  is  fent  by  Splugen.  After 
dinner  I  returned  over  the  Julian  Alps  to  St. 
Morezzo.  1 
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Zutz>  Aoguft  2& 

HE  ride  from  St*  Morezzo  to  Zuts, 
through  Celeiina,  Samada,  Ponto,  and  Madu* 
kin,  is  extremely  pleafant.  Thefe  villages  lid 
thiefly  upon  the  (ides  of  the  mountains,  gently 
zifing  above  a  plain,  which  in  fome  parts  is  a 
mile  broad,  in  others  fo  narrow  as  to  be  entirely 
occupied  by  the  river  Inn.  The  valley  is  en- 
clofed  on  both  fides  by  a  chain  of  Alps,  covered 
for  a  confiderable  height  with  wood  iftteriperfed 
With  paftufe,  and  their  tops  capped  with  fnow* 
The  river,  which  in  this  part  is  free  from  cata- 
ra&s,  is  joined  by  innumerable  torrents,  that 
frulh  down  the  fides  of  the  rocks,  or  burft  from 
the  ground. 

Th<  Inn,  durihg  its  progrefs  in  this  part,  is 
very  unlike  mod  of  the  rivers  which  I  traced  in 
toy  former  tdur*    The  Rhone,  the  Reufs,  and 
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the  Aar,  for  inftance,  fall,  near  their  fources, 
in  a  continual  cataraft,  over  fragments  of  rock; 
and  through  the  moil  wild  and  uninhabited 
tra&s  of  country}  while  this  rjver  dire&s  it* 
courfe  through  a  cultivated  and  populous  dif- 
tri£t,  in  an  equable  unbroken  ftream.  The 
country  is  pi&urefque,  and  its  beauties  are  of  a 
milder  cjift  than  are  ufual  in  the! e  Alpine  re- 
gions. The  burghs;  or  villages,  are  pleafantly 
dotted  about  the  plain,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a  mile  from  each  other,  Each  village  contains 
about  fifty  or  a  hundred  houfes,  (landing  conti- 
guous ;  thefe  habitations  are  of  (tone,  plaftered' 
and  wfyitewafhed  $  and  are  in  fuch  excellent  re* 
pair,  that  they  appear  ?is  if  they  had  been  newly 
conftrufted.  The  fpirit  of  neatnefs  indeed  is  fo 
general  in  Upper  Eng^dina,  that  I  fcarcely  ob» 
ferved  one  bad  houfe  through  the  whole  diftri&j 
and  even  the  barns  are  as  good  as  the  cottages 
in  many  countries. 

As  I  was  riding  through  Bever,  the  clergy* 
man  of  that  place,  who  was  fmoking  his  pipe  at 
his  door,  (topped  me  with  a  compliment,  and 
upon  my  entering  into  converfation  with  himt 
invited  me  to  fee  his  library.  I  alighted  accord- 
ingly, and  looked  dver  his  collection.  He 
(hewed  me  fome  Englifh  books,  and  many  in 
the  Romanfh  language,  particularly  the  *  Bible 
printed  at  Coire,  which  is  dedicated  to  George 
the  Second^  when  Prince  of  Wales.  He  wag 
alfo  fo  obliging  as  to  accompany  me  a  little  way. 
About  half  a  mile  from  Bever,  he  pointed  out. 
to  me  a  fmgle  houfe  called  Alles  Angnes,  where 

*  This  Bible  is  the  dialed  of  the  Grey  League. 
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the  deputies  of  the  two  communities  of  Upper 
Engadina  afiemble  for  the  purpofe  of  deciding, 
in  the  laft  refort,  appeals  in  civil  caufes.  A 
little  further,  he  defired  me  to  obferve  a  final! 
fpring,  which  falls  into  the  Inn  a  few  paces  from 
its  fource.  It  is  called  Fontana  Merla,  and 
would  not,  he  added,  be  worthy  of  notice,  if  it 
did  not  feparate  the  two  communities  of  Up- 
per Engadina.  Soon  afterwards  I  took  leave 
of  the  clergyman,  mounted  itiy  horfe,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Zutz.  I  pafled  the  Inn  feveral  times, 
over  bridges  of  (ingle  arches,  which  have  a 
very  ftriking  appearance.  They  are  conftru&ed 
by  fcholars  of  the  famous  Grubenman  f \  The 
roads  over  them  are  quite  flat,  the  fide  rail- 
ing is  very  high,  and  they  are  uncovered  at 
top. 

Zutz,  although  not  the  largeft,  is  efteemed 
die  principal  place  of  Upper  Engadina,  becaufe 
rt  contains  the  criminal  court  of  joftice.  The 
Landamman  of  Sotto  Fontana  Merla,  who  al- 
ways prefides  in  this  court,  is  chofcn  every 
other  turn  from  the  family  of  Planta,  eftablifhed 
at  Zutz :  this  peculiar  privilege,  which  gives  to 
that  family  no  inconfiderable  influence  in  the 
political  affairs  of  this  country,  was  formerly 
granted  by  a  bifhop  of  Coire,  who  was  uncle  to 
one  of  the  Plafttas.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Zutz, 
I  waited  upon  Mr.  Planta,  formerly  Envoy  from 
the  Republic  of  the  Grifons  to  that  of  Venice ; 
he  was  appointed  to  that  embafly  in  order  to 
renew  the  antient  league  which  formerly  fub-  • 
lifted  between  the  two  ftates,   but  which  had        ' 

*  See  Vo|.  I.  Lett.  2. 
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been  interrupted  by. the  laft  treaty  of  1763, 
between  the  Emprefs  of  Germany  and  the 
Grifons  ;  on  which  occafion  the  Venetians  were 
To  much  enraged,  that  they  expelled  the  Grifons 
from  their  territories.  This  negociation,  how* 
ever,  though  conduced  with  great  ability,  was 
ineffectual.  Mr.  Planta  received  me  with  great 
politenefs  ahd  cordiality,  and  invited  me  td 
fupper ;  and  as  the  Evening  was  not  fet  in,  he 
accompanied  me  to  what  is  called  the  camp 
of  Driifus,  which  I  was  defirous  of  examin- 
ing- 
You  recoiled  the  ciriipaigxi  which  Drufus, 

the  adopted  fon  of  Auguftus^  and  bfctther  of 
Tiberius,  carried  on  agaiflft  the  fieree  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  irictyntainous  countries;  and  which 
Hbfrade,  in  compliment  to  his  patron,  has  al- 
luded to  in  the  following  paflages  : 

Videre  Rhati  bellafub  Alpibus 
Drufum  $erentetA  $t  Tindelici  j 


and  afterwards* 
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Alpibus  impofitas  tremendai 
Dcjecit  deer  plus  vicefirfiplUu    . 

This  campaign  of  DrufiiS  aglirift  the  fthetiaiis 
was  attended  with  great  fucdefi,  and  he  defeated 
the  barbarous  inhabitants,  before  defcfried  un- 
conquerable, (indomiibfque  Rbafos)  with  great 
daughter.  The  fiippofed  temain*  of  his  fcaftlp. 
Conhft  of  feveral  deep  pits,  and  a  mound  of 
Girth  abdut  thirty  feet  high  and  futty  paces  in 
circumference.  Thefe  works  did  not  appear  to 
Oft  me 
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me  to  be  of  Roman  conftru&ion;  probably 
they  are  nothing  more  than  a  rude  fortification 
thrown  up  during  the  turbulent  times,  when 
the  barons  of  the  coumtry  ^flrere  engaged  in  per- 
petual atts  of  hoftility :  a  defire  to  render  them 
venerable  by  the  remotfenefs  of  their  origin,  and 
the  fplendour  of  the  Roman  name,  feems  the 
only  caufe  of  their  being  attributed  to  Drufus. 
Having  fatisfied  my  curiofity,  I  returned  to 
Zutz,  and  paffed  an  agreeable  evening  with  Mr. 
Planta. 


Scampi  Apguft  y&. 

The  little  burghs  in  thefe  parts  are  fituated 
at  fuch  a  fraall  diftance  frpm  each  other,  that 
my  daily  joiirriies  are.  fcarcely  fo  much  as  a 
morning's  wztlk ;  and  I  am  fo*  delighted  with 
tfie  country  and  its  inhabitants,  that  I  could 
willingly  take  up  my  abode  here  for  fome  time 
longer.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Scampf,  I  carried 
a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr.  rerini ;  who 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  Aporta,  the  clergyman  of 
the  place.  He  is  a  native  of  Lower  Engadina, 
of  the  -antient  and  ilkiftrious  family  of  Aporta. 
He  fludied*  fome.  tinie  at  Deprezin,  in  Hun- 
gary ;,  but  returning  to  his  native  country,  was 
fpon  afterwards  appointed  paftor  of  Scampf.  M 
Hip.  income  is  final!,    fcarcely   amounting    to       ^ 

*  He  teqaTtd  M»  edtfeation,  I.bdit**,  *n  0*  Univtifin. 
of  Bafle, 

twenty 
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twenty  pounds  f  per  annum,  and  yet  his  living 
is  efteemed  one  of  the  bed  in  Engadina.  With 
this  moderate  revenue  he  is  able  to  maintain  a 
wife  and  large  family.  His  chief  work,  which 
is  a  fufficient  proof  of  his  extenfive  knowledge, 
and  indefatigable  induflry,  is  the  Hiftory  of  die 
Reformation  among  the  Griforis,  in  two  vo- 
lumes quarto.  It  is  written  in  Latin,  and  com- 
piled with  great  impartiality  and  ex&finefs. 
The  ftyle  is  claffical  and  perfpicuous.  This  ex- 
cellent publication  is  not  merely  confined  to 
ecclefiaftical  tranfa&ions  j  for,  as  the  affairs  of 
religion  are  intimately  blended  with  political 
events,  the  latter  make  no  inconfiderable  figure 
in  every  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation.  The 
leader  will  find,  m  Mr.  Aporta's  performance  a 
minute  and  faithful  account  of  the  animofities 
between  France  and  Spain,  in  relation  to  the 
Grifons  j  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Valteline ;  of 
the  maffacre  of-  the  Protcftant? ;  and  of  the  fob- 
feaueHt  war  carried  on  under  the  femblance  of 
religion.  This  interefting  narrative  compre- 
hends almoft  all  the  important  events  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Grifons,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  reformation  to  the  peace  of  the  Valteline, 
I  look  up  with  reverence  to  this  learned  au- 
thor, for  his  unwearied  induflry  in  completing 
fo  laborious  a  work  with  little  encouragement, 
and  under  all  the  difadvantages  which  arife  from 
a  difficulty  of  procuring  books,  and  ftraitened 
circumftances.     All  that  he  ever  obtained,  be- 

t  ConCdenng  the  different  modes  of  living,  and  different 
value  of  money,  this  fqm  is  perhaps  equivalent  to  about 
£.60  in  England. 

fide 
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fide  fame,  was  a  prefent  of  twenty-five  guineas, 
which  enabled  him  to  bear  his  expences  to 
Zurich,  for  the  purpofe  of  colle&ing  materials 
from  the  manufcripts  in  the  public  library.  The 
work,  printed  at  Coire,  at  the  expence  of  the 
typographical  fpciety,  has  never  produced  any 
emolument  to  the  author.  This  refpe&able 
divine,  befide  9  critical  knowledge  of  the 
learned  languages,  underftand*  and  fpeafcs  Ita- 
lian and  German,  is  able  to  read  French, 
and    has    fome    acquaintance    with    the    Hun- 

Ijarian  and  Wallachian  tongues.  During  the 
ittle  time  I  paffed  in  his  company,  1  had 
frequent  occafion  to  be  fqrprized  at  his  pro- 
found erudition-  and  comprehenfiye  abilities; 
and  1  am  particularly  indebted  to  him  for  much 
exa&  information  concerning  the  Romanffi 
tongue,  the  general  purport  of  which  I  fcaH 
tranfmit  to  you  in  a  future  letter. 

Upper  Engadina  is  divided  into  two  commu- 
nities, called  Sotto  and  Sopra  Fontana  Merla, 
from  their  fituation  above  or  below  that  fpring. 
They  have  both  the  fame  court  of  criminal  juf- 
tice,  ^hich  is  held  at  Zutz,  and  confifts  of  the 
Landamman  of  Sotto,  who  is  president,  and 
fixteen  jurymen,  called  Trouadors,  taken  equally 
from  each  diftrilt.  Juftice  is  more  equitably 
adminiftered  in  this  court  than  in  any  other 
throughout  the  GrifonS,  excepting  at  Coire ;  a 
circumftance  which  arifes  from  the  following 
caufes.  The  code  of  criminal  laws  was  com- 
pofed  in  1563,  by  one  Juvalta,  who  had  been 
Envoy  from  the  Republic  of  the  Grifons  to 
Venice,  and  had  there  imbibed  more  enlarged 
conceptions  of  jurifprudence,  than  at  that  time 

prevailed 
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prevailed  among  his  rude  countrymen.  This 
excellent  code  was  drawn  up  in  Latin,  and  in 
1 644,  was  tranflated  into  Romanfii.  The  fines 
enjoined  for  criminal  offences  do  not  belong  to 
the  judges,  but  to  the  community.  The  ex- 
pences  of  the  procefs  are  defrayed,  and  a  falary 
is  allowed  to  the  judges  from  the  public  fund : 
the  judges,  by  thefe  means,  being  not  fo  much 
interefted  to  convift  the  prifoner,  are  not  fo 
ready  to  employ  the  horrid  expedient  of  torture, 
for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing  confeflion. 

Another  ca<ife  of  the  equity  obfervable  in  this 
court,  is  the  mode  of  eletting  the  judges :  they 
are  not,  as  in  many  of  the  other  communities, 
qhofen  by  the  people  collectively  aifembled,  but 
by  fixtecn  deputies  who  reprefeYit  tjie  feveral 
diftri&s.  By  thefe  means  the  election  is  carried 
on  with  more  prudence,  and  with  a  greater  at- 
tention to  the  qualifications  of  the  judges,  than 
can  be  <ycpe$$4  ^midft  the.  cpnfulion  of  a  po- 
pular meeting. 

The  fame  deputies  chufe  all  the  civil  magi* 
ftrates  by  a  majority  of  voices ;  a&d  finally  de* 
cide  all  legislative  and  political  questions,  which 
have  before  been  feparately  propofed  to  the 
feveral  diftri&s  which  they  repcefent.  Their 
conftituents  have  the  power '  fohfch  they  fre- 
quently e*ercife)  of  peremptorily  directing  their 
vote.  It  is,  however,  no  mconfiderable  ajlevi^ 
ation  of  the  mifchiefs  frequently  attendant;  on 
governments  purely  democratical,  th*t  the 
whole  body  of  the  populace  on  no  occafioi* 
aflemble  upoi*  one  fpot,  but  difcufs  matters  in 
detached  parties,  and  fend  the  refult  of  theii?- 
deliberation  by  their  representatives. 

Upper 
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Upper  Engadina  is  a  very  beautifu}  valley* 
yet,  on  account  of  its  elevation,  produce  no- 
thing but  pafture  and  3  fti^all  quantity  of  rye 
and  barley.  The  winter  lets  in  early  apd  ends 
late,  during  which  time  fledges  are  the  ordinary 
vehicles.  The  air,  even  at  the  prefent  feafon, 
is  cold  and  piercing,  and  the  corn  ]p  the  n^idft 
of  fummer  is  occafionally  much  damaged  by  the 
hoar-frofts.     Hence  the  Italian  proverb, 

*  Engadina  Terra  pna,  Jf  npnjbffe  la  prwtff* 

As  the  diftritt  does  not  yield  fufHpient  pro- 
ductions for  the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants, 
many  of  them  migrate  into  foreign  ^ouptries; 
the  gentry  i'r\  the'mitttajy  line,  as  is  common 
through  Switzerland ;  others  in  the  capacity  o£ 
mechanics/  tradefmei),,  '  and  merchants :  their 
favourite  Qccupatioh  1%  U),  £e^p.  coff^noufes  or 
paftry-cook  #i5ps  in  di^rent  wis-  of  ft^y 
and  France.  Generally  'two  perfon^  filter  $fo 
partnerf^iip  to  9arry  on  th„e  fam^  tracl^ :'  ope 
flays  ip  his  own  country,  an4.  the '.Qtaef '^t^jjlfc 
the  .bufinefs  for  a,  ye^  "when  he.  is  V&XJ$ 
by  his'  partner,  and  r.eturn^  i/pm  fyis  .fatpijy'  for 
the  fame  'term.'  *Tliefe.  pafjtngrs  ^.  qopmraly 
as  f^ithfult  as  thejj"  5yre;  indubious  ;  '  tftej;  amj{; 
ally  bring  confidence  funis' q£  m#n<jv.  in^p  Uys 
diftri|&,  whicfy  is  efteen^ed;  t^  riffi^t  ?mo^ 
the  Grifpns.         '        !     '    "       '"  "\    "".•*./ 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  f^ed  numerQV&.bsni* 
of  cattle  in  the  fummer  mQnths  upqn.thj^Upiier 

•  Engadina  would  b'd  a  fine"  country  if  there  was  no  froft. 

Alps, 
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Alps^  and  export  larg?  quantities  of  chccfe  ^nd 
Buttef.  In  tfie  autumn,  when  pailure  begins  to 
be  fcarce.  they  fend  great  part  pf  the  cattle  for 
fale  into  the  Tyrol.  The  inhabitants  liv^  yery 
much  upon  faked  meat,  particularly  in  winter, 
on  account  of  the  dearnefs  of  fodder.  The 
bread  of  the  country  is  moftly  browniCh ;  it  is 
baked  in  little  round  cakes,  only  two"  or  three 
times  in  the  year,  and  becomes  fo  hard,  that  it 
is  fometimes  broken  with  a  hatchet;  it  is  not 
an  unpleafant  food  with  cheefe  or  butter,  which 
are  very  common.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
butter  is  made  on  the  Alps;  it  is  afterwards 
melted,  put  into  bottles,  and  frequently  con- 
tinues good  during  the  whole  year.  The  wine 
of  the  Valteline  is  much  efteemed,  and  is  by  no 
means  fcarce  in  this  country :  it  bears  keeping 
to  a  very  confiderable  age.  I  have  tailed  fome 
wine  from  the  cafk,  of  a  very  fine  flavour, 
above  fifty  years  old,  although  it  grows  four 
in  the  fpace  of  three  years  in  the  warm  climate 
©f  the  Valteline. 

The  people  are,  for  th6  moft  part,  remark- 
ably polite  and  well-bred ;  they  bow  to  me  as  I 
pafs,  with  great  civility,  and  will  perform  any 
kind  offices  in  the  readied  and  mod  obliging 
manner.  I  am,  indeed,  no  lefs  delighted  with 
the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  their  politenefs 
and  hofpitality,  than  with  the  romantic  fcenery 
of  the  country.  Although  many  of  the  natives 
fpend  a  great  portion  of  their  time  in  foreign 
parts,  they  fetdom  lofe  their  attachment  to 
Jtngadina  ;  and  return  with  great  eagernefs  to 
their  fainily  and  frien.ds,  after  their  occafionai 
abfence. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  of  Upper  Engadina  are  com^ 

1>uted  at  about  four  thoufand,  and  out  of  thefe^ 
bur  or  five  hundred,  upon  an  average,  e?rR 
their  livelihood  in  foreign  countries. 
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!*ower  Engadina — Cernetz — Ht^dric  Compel—* 
*traff — Remus  *— Entrance  into  the  Tyralr- 
Santa  Maria* 


Cernetz,  Aoguft  4th. 

HE  valley  of  Upper  Engadina,  from  Cc- 
lerina  to  a  few  miles  beyond  Scampf,  is  nearly 
level ;  it  is  enclofed  between  two  ridges  of 
mountains,  which  are  higheft  at  Celerina,  and 
gradually  diminifh  in  height  and  ruggedneft,. 
About  Zutz  and  Scampf  is  the  fineft  part  of  the 
valley  :  it  there  produces  fome  rye  and  barley, 
and  the  mountains  are  clothed  with  verdure  to 
their  very  fummits.  Beyond  Scampf,  the  plain 
ends ;  and  the  river  Inn,  which  had  hitherto 
winded  in  a  gentle  courfe,  is  contra&ed  into 
a  narrow  channel,  and  falls  in  continual  ca- 
tara&s.  The  road  afcends  and  defcends  along 
the  fides  of  the  mountains;  and  the  country 
is  thickly  overfpread  with  woods  of  fir  and 
pines. 

I  palTed 
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I  pafled  through  feveral  villages,  fimilar  to 
thofe  I  have  defcribed  in  the  preceding  letter; 
and  near  Brail,  I  crofted  a  fmall  bridge  thrown 
over  a  precipice,  and  overlooking  a  foaming 
cataraft.  This  bridge  is  called  in  the  language 
of, the  country,  Pont  Alta,  or  High  Bridge, 
and  forms  the  feparation  between  Upper  and 
Lower  Engadina.  .  Even  if  the  limits  of  the  two 
diftrids  had  not  been  thus  marked  out,  the  bid- 
den alteration  of  the  road,  for  the  worfe,  would 
have  led  me  to  fufpeft  that  I  had  quitted  Upper 
Engadina.  The  road  from  the  lake  of  Siglio 
to  Pont  Alta  is  like  our  turnpikes  in  England, 
and  fuffkiently  broad  to  eontain  two  or  three 
carriages  abreaft ;  no  common  eircumftance  in 
thefe  mountainous  regions.  It  has  been  lately 
made,  in  confequence  of  a  propofal  from  the 
Htmfe  of  Auftria,  at  the  late  treaty  of  Milan, 
to  improve  the.  roads  leading  through  the  Pre- 
galia  and  the  two  Engadinas,  in  order  thatjhf 
mq-chancjize  to  and  iVora  JPseg^Ha*.  might  foe 
tranfported/  this  tyay  through  the  Tyrol,  in- 
dead  of  being  carried,  3s  it  i&  at  prefect,  ihiQf 
Coire.         .     "   #        ' 

*  Th£  Ifoufe  of  Auftria  offered  to  defray  the 
Whole  expence  of  this  undertaking.    The  inh*- 
Itftajits.  of  Upper  Engadina^  although  they  de- 
clined, with  a  fpirit  of  difintercftednefs  rarely  to 
be  found  in  democrjiticaj,  ftate$,    the   offer  of 
indemnification,   immediaiely   carried  the  plan 
into  execution  within  their  own  territories  j  but 
the  intrigues  of  the  citizen?  of  Coire,  wbofe  in- 
tereft  w,ould  haye  greatly  fufiered  by  the  new 
arrangement,  together  with  an  inveterate  per* 
fiiafion,.   that  good    roads    would .  render   the 
country  too  acceffible  to  the  neighbouring  pow- 
ers, 
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fcrs,  prevented  the  people  of  Pregalk  and  Lower 
Engadina  from  co-operating  in  this  ufeful  pro- 
fcft ;  accordingly  that  part  of  this'  road,  which 
runs  through  their  diftri&s,  remains  in  its  ori- 
ginal ftate. 

After  Croflhig  Pont  Altai  I  parted  along  a 
wild  and  altnoft  uninhabited  traft  of  foreft  until 
I  reached  Cernetz,  where  I  ant  now  comfortably 
lodged  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Planta.  That  gen- 
tleman i*  at  hid  government  of  Morbegno,  in 
the  Valteline ;  but  having,  accidentally  met  me 
at  Chiavenna,  kindly  gave  me  a  letter  of  re- 
commendation to  his  uncle,  who  ifrould  not  per- 
mit me  to  Continue  at  the  inn. 

Cetnetfc  is  fituated  in   a  fmall    rich    plain, 
bounded  by  two  ridges  of  mountains  converging 
at  both  extremities*    This  plain  produces  wheat, 
barley,  rye,  flax,  and  abundance  of  rich  paf- 
tute.    1  feel  an  eflential  difference  between  the 
Climate  of  this  little  plain  and  that  of  Upper 
Engadina;   it  is  much  warmer,  and  has  all  its 
natural  productions  much  farther  advanced  to- 
wards maturity.     Large  quantities  of  wood  are 
felled  upon  tflefe  mountains,  and  floated  down 
the  lAn  as  far  as  Infpruck.     In  this  plain  the  Inn 
is  joined  by  the  large  torrent  Spaelg,  that  de- 
scends from  the  mountains*  of  Sof  mio.     By  the 
fide'of  this  torrent,  and  It  the  extremity  of  a 
narrow  pafs  leading  to  flormto'and  Munfter,  1 
obferved  a  fquare  tower,   which,  in  1624,  the 
Marquis  de  Cfcuvfes  garrilbned  with  a  body  of 
French  and  Grifon  troops,  in  order  to  check  the 
motions  of  the  Auftrian  at  my  polled  at  Munfter. 
The  pafs  is  ftill  further  fortified  by  a  ftone  wall, 
carried  froid  the  foot  of  an  inacceffible  rock  to 
the.toWerr  arid  from  thence  to  the  torrent. 

The 
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The  Marquis  de  Caeuvres,  to  whom  the  guard 
of  this  important  pafs  was  committed,  was  fori 
of  the  Marauis  d*Etrees ;  he  was  bred  up  to  the 
church,  and  created  bifhop  of  Koyon ;  but  up- 
oil  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  renounced 
the  eccleiiaftical  line,  and  embraced  the  profef- 
fion  of  arms*  He  diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  fe? 
veral  campaigns  under  Henry  the  Fourth,  and 
was  afterwards  employed  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
the  Thirteenth,  as  embaflador  to  Turin  and 
Rome.  In  1624,  he  was  appointed  embaflador 
extraordinary  to  the  Republic  of  the  Grifons. 
and  commander  in  chief  of  an  army,  compofea 
of  French  and  Swifs  troops,  fent  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Grifons  during  the  war  of  the  Vak 
teline.  fre  penetrated  through  Coire  into  Lower 
Engadina,  and  feized,  without  delay,  the  im- 
portant pafs  juft  now  defcribedj  by  this  ma- 
noeuvre, he  fecured  the  otaly  ivehue  by  which 
he  could  open  a  paflage  to  Bormio,  the  reduc- 
tion of  which  place  was  followed  by  an  almoft 
immediate  fubihifiion  of  the  Valteline.  For' 
thefe  important  feirvices,  the  Marquis,  on  his 
return  to  France,  was  created  Due  d'Etrees, 
and  raifed  to  the  hi-;  heft  honours.  He  died  in 
1670,  in  the  io2d  year  of  his  age. 

I  employed  myfelf  the  greateft  part  of  this 
morning,  in  making  extrafls  from  Campel's  ac- 
count of  the  Grifons,  efteemed  the  bed  topogra- 
phical and  political  hiftory  of  this  country  yef 
extant.  It  confifts  of  three  large  folio  volumes, 
and  is  written  in  Latin.  It  has  never  been 
printed,  and  is  very  rarely  met  with.  1  had  the 
£Ood  fortune  to  find  a  copy  in  the  library  of 
Count  Firmian,  at  Milan,  who  with  that  readi- 
nefs  to  oblige,  which  peculiarly  diftinguifhes  his 

<har&£tef, 
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ehara&er,  permitted  me  to  confult  it.  My  ftay 
at  Milan  being  very  ffiort,  and  employed  in 
other  refearches,  I  had  not  made  fo  good  an  ufe 
of  this  indulgence  as  I  could  have  wifhed ;  and 
as  I  have  now  found  the  fame  work  in  Mr. 
Planta's  library,  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
perufing  the  raoft  interefting  parts :  it  has  given 
me  a  great  infight  into  the  geography,  hiftory, 
and  governments  of  this  country,  which  are 
treated  with  the  mod  circumftantial  accuracy. 

Huldric  Campel,  the  author  of  this  valuable 
work,  was  born,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fix* 
teenth  century,  at  Sufs,  in  Lower  Engadina, 
and  made  a  mod  uncommon  proficiency  in 
every  fpecies  of  literature.  He  was  one  of  the 
earlieft  reformers  in  this  country,  and  became, 
by  his  a&ive  zeal,  as  well  as  by  his  extenfive 
erudition,  a  great  ihftrument  in  fpreading  the 
reformation  through  this  diftrift.  An  event  of 
final  I  confequeftCe  which  happened  in  his  family, 
gave  rife  to  the  fudden  and  wide  diffemination 
of  the  new  dodrine*,  and  ended  in  the  abolition 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

While  he  was  abfent,  in  1537,  upon  the  pro- 
fecution  of  his  ftudies,  his  wife  was  delivered  of 
a  daughter,  which  was  fo  fickly  and  weak,  that 
it  feemed  upon  the  point  of  expiring.  Gafpar 
Campel,  father  of  Huldric,  a  man  ftrongly  ad* 
di&ed  to  the  reformed  dodrines,  refufed  to  have 
the  child  cfhriftened  by  the  Popilh  prieft,  of  the 
parifh,  nor  would  fufFer  even  the  mid  wives  to 
fprinkle  it,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the  Ro- 
mifh  church,  with  holy  water;  and,  as  there 
was  no  reformed  minifter  at  hand,  he  performed - 
the  ceremony  of  baptifm  himfelf.  This  a£fc  was 
looked  upon  in  fo  abominable  a  light  by  the  Ro- 
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taan  Catholics  of  Sufs,  that  they  aflemblea  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  and  attacked  Gaipar  with 
fuch  fury ,  that  he  narrowly  efcaped  aflaflmation, 
His  enemies  ihen  brought  an  accufation  againft 
him  before  the  diet,  which  at  firft  referred  the 
caufe  to  arbitration ;  but  no  fatisfa&ory  decifion 
being  obtained  from  this  mode  of  proceeding^  a 
public  conference  #as  ordered  to  be  held  in  the 
church  of  *Sufs,  before  deputies  from  the  feve- 
ral  communities,  upon  the  following  queftion, 
"  Whether,  if  a  child  is  born  and  likely  to  die 
before  a  prieft  can  be  fent  for,  the  baptifm  per- 
forriied  by  a  layman  was  preferable  to  that  by 
midwivesr^  s 

This  ridiculous  inquiry  led  to  difcuftions  of 
great  moment.  The  reformed  miuifteri  refufed 
to  acknowledge  any  authority  but  that  of  the 
froly  Scriptures,  while  the  Catholics  considered 
tHe  writings  of  the  fathers  and  decrees  of  the 
church  as  infallible :  each  party,  thus  regarding 
every  point  through  a  medium,  could  never  be 
prevailed  on  to  adopt  the  arguments  of  its  aa- 
tagonift ;  and  the  difpute  lafted  feven  days  with 
little  profped  of  any  fatisfaftonr  conclufion; 
Fortunately,  however,  a  fyftem  of  accommoda- 
tion, which  this  endleis  mode  of  reafoning  could 
never  even  diftantly  promife,  was  funnnaxily  at- 
tained by  the  moderation  of  the  deputies.  They* 
decided,  that  in  cafes  of  extreme  neceffityy 
\vhere  no  prieft  was  prefent,  either  a  layman  or 
the  midwives  might  baptize,  and  that  the  for* 
mer  was  preferable  to  the  latter :  but  what  was 
of  the  greateft  confequence,  they  inculcated  this 
rational  pofition,  that  in  regard  to  the  other 
controverted  points  of  faith  debated  in  the. 
courfe  of  thtf  argument,    every  perfoh   might 
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iafely  hold  that  do&rine,  which  from  full  con- 
vi&ioh  he  was  perfuaded  to  be  tl\e  word  of 
God. 

This  conference  was  produ&ive  of  the  molt 
beneficial  effetts ;  for  the  people,  who  flocked 
thither "  in  great  numbers,  were  taught  to  con- 
sider the  Holy  Scriptures  as  the  only  authority 
in  controverted  questions.  The  tendency  of  this 
maxim  is  obvious :  in  fatt,  it  produced  fuch  im- 
mediate and  rapid  effedte,  that  within  the  fpace 
of  twenty  years  the  Reformation  was  completely 
eftablifhed  throughout  *  Engadina.  ' 

To  return  to  Huldric  Campel :  he  not  only 
appro yed  his  fathers  cdnduft  in  the  affair  of  his 
daughter's  baptifm,  but  became  a  zealous  pro- 
felyte  to  the  new  dottfines.  Having  entered 
into  holy  orders,  he  undertook  the  care  of  a\re- 
formed  church  in  the  valley  of  Pretigau,  where 
he  was  indefatigable  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  and  the  propagation  of  the  Pfoteftant  re- 
ligion. In  1550,  heWas  drawn  to  Sufs'by  the 
friends  of  the  Reformation,  as  a  perfon  the  mod 
qualified  to  combat  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 
His  labours  were  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that,  a  fliort  time  after  his  appearance  m  his  na- 
tive place,  mafs  was  aboliffied,  antf  the  Reform r 
ation  publicly  adopted.  Nor  was  Sufi  the 
fole  theatre  of  his  exertions;  at  Cernitz,  and 
feveral  other  places,  the  perfuafion  of  his  elo- 
quence, and  the  force  of  his  arguments,  gained 
a  numerous  train  of  converts. 

He  palled  the  decline  of  his  life  at  Schlins, 
where  he  was  pallor,  and  perfevered  to  the  laft 

*   Excepting  the  final!  village  of  Samun. 
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period  of  his  exiftence  in  difleminating  and  de- 
fending the  do&rine  of  the  reformed  churches, 
as  ably  with  his  eloquence,  as  he  recommended 
rhem  by  his  example.  Amidft  the  occupation 
of  religious  duties,  he  found  leifure  to  continue 
his  hiftory  of  the  Grifons  to  1580.  He  died  the 
following  *  year,  at  Schlins,  in  an  extreme  old 
age,  leaving  a  name  highly  refpe&able  in  the 
religious  and  literary  annals  of  this  country. 

The  hiftory  of  Campel  confifls,  as  I  haVe  be- 
fore obferved,  of  three  volumes.  The  firft 
dwells  chiefly  on  the  topography  of  the  Grifons, 
and -defcribes  the  different  diftridts  and  towns: 
it  likewife  delineates  the  nature  of  the  feveral 
governments,  and  the  various  forms  of  civil  and 
crinoinal  jurifprudence  in  the  petty  republics  info 
which  this  country  is  fubdivided.  The  fecond 
volume  comprizes  the  hiftory  of  Rhaetia,  from 
the  carlieft  period  to  the  Suabian  war,  in  1499, 
under  the  emperor  Maximilian  I.  The  mate- 
rials are  chiefly  drawn  from  Tfchudi,  Stumpf, 
and  other  Swift  hiftorians.  The  third  volume, 
in  which  the  hiftory  is  brought  down  to  his  own 
times,  is  the  moft  interefting  and  authentic. 
Campel  having  fubmitted  his  work  to  the  exa- 
mination and  correction  of  Bullinger  and  Sim- 
ler,  prefented,  in  1577,  a  copy  to  the  diet  of 
the  three  leagues,  and  received  public  thanks. 
But  as  his  own  fortune  was  inadequate  to  the 
expences  of  publication,  and  as  no  bookfeller 
would  undertake  to  print  fo  voluminous  a  work, 
it  has  never  been  publifhed. 

*  8ome  authors  place  his  death  la  1582. 

Remus, 


Lower  Engadina.  an 

>   Remus,  Aoguft  4th. 

The  road  from  Ceraetz  to  Scuol  is  a  conti- 
nual afcent  and  defcent,  and  fo  rocky  and  bad, 
that  I  employed  above  eight  hours  in  riding 
only  twenty  miles.  The  (mail,  plain  of  Cernetz 
foon  ends,  and.  is  fucceededby  a  rude  afferablage 
of  rocks  and  forefts. 

Sub  is  fituated  in  a  narrow  pafc,  between  the 
river  Inn  and  a  contiguous  ridge  of  rocks  a  little 
beneath  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle :  clofe  to  it  is 
a  fmall  fertile  plain,  which  agreeably  divprfified 
the  wildnefs  of  the  rocks  and  forefts* 

The  road  to  Ardetz  follows  the  courfe  of  the 
Inn,  which  murmurs  below  in  a  deep  narrow 
channel,  heard  but  not  feen.  From  Ardetz 
(over  which  hangs,  upon  a  lofty  rock,  a  ruined 
caftle  called  Steinberg;  1  defcended  along  a  very 
fteep  craggy  path  to  the  river  Inn,  which  I 
crofled,  and  mounted  a  rapid  afcent,  leaving 
on  my  right  hand  the  valley  of  Scharla,  in 
which  there  are  filver  mines  belonging  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria:  they  were  formerly  very 
rich,  and  yielded  a  confiderable  advantage,  but 
are  now  exhaufted.  I  pafled  through  the  (hag- 
gling village  of  Trafp,  and  clofe  to  a  caftle 
of  the  fame  name,   fituated  upon  the  higheft 

Soint  of  a  perpendicular  rock. .  Count  Dietrich* 
ein,  as  lord  of  the  caftle,  is  a  prince  of  the 
German  empire :  it  was  given  to  his  family  by 
the  emperor  Leopold,  on  condition  that  its  pof- 
feffor  mould  always  vote  in  the  diet  of  the  em- 
pire for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  The  formality  of 
a  garrifon  is  maintained  in  this  caftle  by  a  fingle 
Auftrian  foldier. 
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•From  Trafp,  I  agjun  defcended  to  the  river, 
croffed  it,  and  afcended  to  Scuol.  I  arrived 
there  very  late,  and  fet  off  early  this  morning. 

From  Scuol  to  Remus,  the  mountains  on  the 
left  flope  gradually,  and  are  richly  cultivated: 
they  produce  great  quantities  of  wheat,  rye,  bar- 
ley, flax,  and  hemp :  the  trees  are  chiefly  pines, 
firs,  and  fmall  birch,  intermixed  with  under- 
wood of  nut-trees  and  wild  rofes.  The  corn- 
fields are  raifed  in  gradations  (if  I  may  fo  ex- 
prefs  myfelf )  along  the  fides  of  the  hiH,*  like  the 
vineyards  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  The  ridges  of 
mountains  on  the  right  beyond  the  Inn  are 
fteep,  and  in  many  places  perpendicular,  with 
few  appearances  of  vegetation. 

It  is  now  harveft  time :  I  have  obferved  fe- 
veral  clergymen  employed  in  reaping  the  corn. 
The  clergy-  tit  very  poor  in  Lower  Engadina, 
and  are  more  numerous  than  in  any  other  ^part 
of  the  Grifons/  The  income  of  the  ricfa[eft  be- 
nefices amounts  to  about  twenty  pounds  per  an- 
num ;  that  of  the  inferior  cures  to  Khle  more 
than  eight  pounds ;  and  this  fcanty  pittance  h 
fbmetimesf  fubdivided  among  two  or  three  cler- 
gymen, or  as  many  as  happen  to  be  unprovided 
for  in  the  feme  parifli. 

I  flopped  at  Remus  to  bait  my  horfes.  Near 
it  is  a  ruined  caftle  which  formerly  belonged  to 
the  bifhop  of  Coire,  and  was  given  by  one  of 
the  former  biftlops  to  the  Plantas  of  Zutz ;  in 
right  of  which  donation,  they  claim  the  privi- 
lege of  adminiftering  the  oath  to  the  Landam- 
man  of  Sotro  Tafna,  The  only  remains  of  this 
caftle  are  two  fquare  towers,  in  one  of  which  is 
a  miferable  apartment,  where  Mr.  Planta  gives 
an  annual  dinner  to  the  Landamman. 

The 
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The  form  of  government  in  Lower  Engadina 
is  more  complicated  than  that  of  Upper  Enga- 
dina, and  it  has  coft  me  no  fmall  degree  of 
pains  to  comprehend  and  unfold  it.  I  fhall  not, 
however,  trouble  you  with  a  circumftantial 
account  of  every  particular  which  ftruck  me  in 
the  courfe  of  this  inveitigation,  but  (hall  com- 
prize my  account  in  £s  ihort  a  compafs  as  pof- 
fible. 

Lower  Engadina  is  divided  into  three  com- 
munities,  which  fend  three  deputies  to  the  gene- 
ral diet.  The  firft  community  is  compofed  of 
the  parifhes  of  Cernetz,  Sufs,  Lavin,  Guarda, 
and  Ardetz.  The  fecond  comprtzes  Vettan, 
Sruol,  and  Sent :  and  the  third  contains  Remus, 
Schlins,  and  Samun.  The  two  former  commu- 
nities make  one  High  Jurifdi&ion;  and  the 
third  forms,  with  Bevio,  Valmorara,  and  Avers, 
another  High  Jurifdiftion. 

In  civij  caules  there  are  two  feparate  courts  of 
juftice,  one  for  that  part  of  the  country  which 
lies  to  the  north,  the  other  for  the  diftrift  to  the 
fouth  of'  the  torrent  Tafna  ;  from  which  torrent 
the  two  parts  are  called  Sopra  and  Sotto  Tafna : 
from  each  of  thefe  courts  there  lies  an  appeal, 
in  the  laft  refort,  to  the  civil  tribunal  of  Sotto 
Fontana  Merla,  in  Upper  Engadina,  or  to  the 
neighbouring  community  of  the  valley  of  Mun- 
fter. 

In  criminal  caufes  there  are  likewife  two  dif- 
tinft  courts,  but  without  appeal,  one  for  the 
traft  to  the  north*  of  the  mountain  Falon,  ano- 
ther for  the  region  to  the  fouth :  according  to 
this  divifion  the  two  parts  are  denominated 
Sopra  and  Sotto  Montfalon. 

By 
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By  this  complicated  arrangement  Vettan  is 
conne&ed  with  Scuol  and  Sent,  in  politicat  con- 
cerns ;  in  civil  affairs  with  Scuol,  Sent,  Remus, 
Schlins,  and  Samun;  in  criminal  caufes  with 
Cernetz,  and  the  other  towns  of  the  firft  com- 
munity. This  intermixture  of  various  interefts 
creates  fuch  an  intricacy  in  the  ele&ion  of  depu- 
ties, magiftrates,  judges,  both  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, as  would  be  uninterefting  for  me  to  detail, 
or  for  you  to  read. 

One  circumftance,  however,  cannot  fail  to 
ftrikc  the  moil  inattentive  inquirer;  that  al- 
though the  mode  of  elefting  the  judges  is  nearly 
the  fame  with  that  of  Upper  Engadina,  yet  that 
juftice  is  by  no  means  fo  impartially  adminif- 
tcred  as  in  the  latter  diftrift.  I  cannot  forbear 
al'crityng  this  material  difference  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  importance  to  the  different  condition  of  the 
two  people ;  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Engadina, 
being  more  enlightened  and  affluent  than  their 
neighbours,  are  lefs  open  to  the  influence  of 
illiberal  prejudices  and  petty  corruption. 

Party  runs  very  high  both  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Engadina:  there  are  fome  considerable 
families  in  thefe  diftri&s,  of  which  the  principal 
are  thofe  of  Defalis  and  Planta,  both  fubdivided 
into  numerous  collateral  branches.  The  hiftory 
of  this  country  is  full  of  the  difputes  and 
ftruggles  between  thefe  rival  houfes,  and  pre- 
fents  in  many  periods  little  more  than  an  uni- 
form pi&ure  of  domeftic  feuds..  rl  he  two  par- 
ties are  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellations  of  Scar- 
bonada^  black;  and  Alba^  white;  the  former 
devoted  to  the  Plantas,  the  latter  to  the  De- 
falifes.    At  the  time  of  elections  for  deputies  and 
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magiftrates,  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Engadina 
feldom  abftajn  from  blows,  Which  not  unfre- 
quently  terminate  in  bloodfhed. 

I  have  more  than  once  had  occafion  to  men- 
tion  the  fuperiority  of  politenefa,  which  diftin* 
guifhes  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Engadina  from 
thofe  of  the  lower  diftrid.  This  pre-eminence 
probably  arifes  from  the  conflant  emigration  of 
the  former  into  other  countries,  and  their  inter- 
£oorfe  with  foreigners.  I  find  alio  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  comforts  of  life  in  the  two  dif- 
trifts.  Although  Lower  Engadina  produces  ne» 
ceflaries  abundantly  fufficknt  for  interior. con* 
ftimption,  yet  the  inhabitants  are  lefs  induftri- 
ous,  and  confequently  poorer.  '  In  Upper  Enga- 
dina, I  was  always  able  to  procure  at  the  com- 
moneft  inns  frefh  meat,  good  oil,  and  excellent 
wine,  none  of  which  1  could  obtain  in  the  tower 
diftriS.  The  villages  are  lefs  commodious,  and 
the  houfes  of  the  peafants  are  alfo  far  inferior  in 
cleaolinefs,  neatnefs,  and  convenience.  This 
difference  probably  proceeds,  in  a  certain  de* 
gree,  from  the  nature  of  the  country:  Upper 
Engadina  yielding  but  few  production*,  the  in* 
habitants  are  obliged  to  feek  from  without  fome 
means  of  fubfiftence ;  and  induftry  once  excited, 
brings  with  it  its  ufual  companion  opulence. 
On  the  contrary,  the  foil  of  Lower  Engadina, 
fertile  in  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  lays  the  in- 
habitants wider  no  neceflity  of  extraordinary 
exertion,  nor  obliges  them  to  have  recourfe  to 
foreign  trade. 
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."*>.•  Santa  Maria,  Auguft  5th* 

-  In  jn£- vay  from  Remus  to  St.  Martin's- 
«bridge,  being  overtaken  by  a  violent  dorm  of 
jain,  I  took  fhelter  in  a  cottage ;  and  was  cheer- 
fully rj&eived  by  a  well-looking  old  woman;  my 
fcorfe  was  put  under  a  fhed,  and  myfelf  houfed 
from,  the  pelting  of -the  (hower.  1  found  the 
hQufe  p$rfe&ly  neat  and  clean,  with  much  bet* 
ter  furniture  and  accommodations  than  I  ex* 
.petted  from  the  external  appearance.  The  old 
'woman  talked,  I  found,  (befide  the  Romanlh) 
German  and  Italian,  and  the  latter  remarkably 
well.  The  ftorm  continuing  two  hours  without 
intermiffion,  I  held  a  long  converfation  with 
her,  and  was  greatly  pleafed  with  the  polite  and 
ready  manner  with  which  (he  exprefled  herfelf 
upon  different  topics.  Upon  taking  leave,  1 
made  feveral  apologies  for  having  dirtied  her 
houfe,  thanked  her  for  her  kind  reception,  and 
.endeavouring  to  flip  a  piece  of  money  into  her 
hand,  was  iurprized  at  her  declining  to  accept 
it. 

All  thefe  circumftances  inciting  my  curiofity 
to  obtain  fome  intelligence  concerning  this  old 
woman,  I  colleded  the  following  account*  She 
i&  a  native  of  Lower  Engadina,  of  a  good  fa- 
mily, and  formerly  poffeffed  a  tolerable  fortune : 
fhe  married,  when  very  young,  a  nobleman  of 
the  firft  family  at  Milan,  who  came  into  En- 
gadina, renounced  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
and  embraced  the  Proteftant  dottrines.  They 
lived  for  many  years  in  the  greateft  harmony, 
till  having  diflipated  almoft  all  her  fortune,  he 
one  day  took  leave  of  her,  with  a  promife  of 
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returning  in  a  fhort  time.  From  that  moment 
Ihe  never  faw  him,  nor  heard  from  him,  and 
Ihe  was  afterwards  informed  that  he  was  gone  to 
Italy,  and,  having  re-embraced  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  had  turned  monk :  upon  receiv- 
ing this  information,  his  wife  collected  the 
fcanty  remains  of  her  fortune,  and  retired  to 
the  Ipot  where  I  found  her. 

Towards  the  extremity  of  Lower  Engadina, 
I  croffed  the  Inn  over  St.  MartinVbridge,  at  a 
little  village  of  the  fame  name :  on  the  other 
fide  I  came  into  Tyrol,  where  that  river  druggies 
through  a  very  narrow  channel,  between  two 
ridges  of  high  and  rugged  rocks.  I  now  took  a 
farewel  of  the  Inn,  which  I  had  accompanied 
from  its  fource.  At  St.  MartinVbridge  it  forms 
the  feparation  of  Engadina  and  the  Tyrol ;  ot^ 
receiving  the  torrent  Schargenbach,  it  quits  the  • 
territory  of  the  Grifons,  and  palling  through  the 
Tyrol  and  the  Electorate  of  Bavaria,  joins  the 
Danube  at  Paflau  with  fo  large  a  body  of  water, 
as  to  equal,  if  not  furpafs,  the  celebrated  river 
in  which  it  lofes  its  name.  Hence  Scheutzcr 
has  laboured  to  prove,  that  the  Danube  may  be 
faid  to  rife  in  the  Rhetian  Alps  with  more  juft- 
nefs  than  in  the  mountains  of  Suabia,  becaufe 
the  proportion  of  waters,  which  defcend  frdm 
the  former,  is  greater  than  what  is  fupplied  from 
the  latter. 

In  the  village  of  St.  Martin,  Romanlh  is 
fpoken ;  on  the  other  lide  of  the  bridge  jufl 
mentioned,  German  is  the  language  of  the 
country.  From  the  fteep  banks  of  the  Inn,  I 
afcended  a  high  mountain,  along  an  excellent 
road,  lately  formed  at  the  expence  of  the  eni- 
perox,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  communication 

between 
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between  Milan  and  the  Tyrol.  From  the  top,  I 
had  a  fine  view  of  the  Inn  and  Lower  Engadina, 
and  then  defcended  to  Nauders,  where  I  dined 
upon  a  cold  fowl,  which  Mr*  Planta  had  or- 
dered my  fervant  to  put  up  for  me,  without 
which  precaution  I  fhould  have  made  but  an  un- 
comfortable meal. 

From  Nauders,  I  went  along  a  fmall  pleafant 
▼alley,  bounded  on  the  left  by  a  ridgcof  mounr 
tains  which  feparate  the  Tyrol  from  Engadina* 
The  valley  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad, 
and  almoft  level:  it  is  covered  with  rich  pafture, 
and  watered  by  a  lively  torrent  that  falls  into 
th J  Inn :  at  the  end  ot  this  valley  I  came  to  a 
gentle  afcent,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  I 
found  a  lake,  which  is  one  of  the  firft  fources  of 
the  Adige;  beyond  this  is  another  lake,  and 
further  on  a  third :  the  banks  of  thefe  lakes  are 
prettily  flurted  with  villages,  at  one  of  which; 
called  Hotat,  I  paffed  the  night. 

Having  a  long  day's  journey  from  thence  to 
Boraiio,  I  fet  out  at  five  this  morning,  and  pro- 
ceeded by  the  fide  of  the  torrent  which  flows 
from  the  lakes  and  forms  the  Adige.  The 
Country  is  agreeable,  and  in  high  cultivation, 
efpecially  where  it  opens  into  a  rich  and  exten- 
sive view  beyond  Mais,  which  town  I  paffed  at 
a  little  diftance  on  my  left  hand,  and  turned 
(hort  into  the  road  that  leads  to  the  valley  of 
Munfler.  At  the  bottom  of  the  firft  afcent  I 
went  through  Laitch,  which  is  fubjed  in  fpiri- 
tual  affairs  to  the  bifhop  of  Coire,  in  temporal 
to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  From  thence  I  mount- 
ed through  a  rich  rifing  valley  to  Santa  Maria/ 
Tauven  is  the  laft  village  in  the  Tyrol,  where 
the  inhabitants  fpeak  German,    A  httle  beyond 
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that  place  I  pafled  the  barrier,  and  again  entered 
the  territory  of  the  Grifons,  where  tne  Romanfh 
is  the  common  tongue. 

I  flopped  at  Munfter,  in  order  to  fee  a  mo- 
nastery for  women,  from  *  which  the  name  of 
the  town  and  valley  is  derived.  It  is  very  an* 
tient,  and  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  Char- 
lemagne :  I  was  not,  however,  permitted  to  ex* 
amine  it,  as  it  is  againft  the  rules  of  all  nun- 
neries to  admit  a  male  vifitant  within  the  walls. 
I  proceeded  to  Santa  Maria,  from  whence  I  am 
now  writing. 

This  valley  of  Munfter  contains  Santa  Maria, 
Munfter,  Valdera,  Cierfs,  and  feveral  other  vil. 
lages,  which  form  a  community  in  the  league- 
of  God's  Houfe.  Formerly  the  biihop  of  Coire 
had  confiderable  influence  and  power  in  the  go* 
vernment  of  the  valley,  Juftice  was  adnqnif* 
tered  in  his  name,  and  he  received  the  amerce- 
ments for  criminal  offences ;  but  having  violent 
difputes  with  the  inhabitants,  he  fold  thefe 
rights  in  1727,  to  the  emperor  Charles  the 
Sixth:  the  republic  of  the  Grifons,  however, 
objecting  to  this  transfer  of  immunities,  which 
they  considered  as  unalienable,  the  biihop  was 
obliged  to  re-purchafe,  and  difpofe  of  them  to 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  ndw  perfectly  indepen- 
dent. The  people  are  divided  into  Catholics 
and  Proteftants,  the  former  inhabiting  the  town 
of  Munfter,  with  its  immediate  dependencies, 
the  others  the  remainder  of  the  valley :  the  ma- 
gistrates and  judges  are  chpfen  eqijally  from 
both  parties,  who  live  together  in  tolerable  har- 

*  Monafterium. 
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mony.  The  common  language  is  the  Romanlb, 
the  fame  as  is  fpoken  in  Lower  Engadina^ 
though  not  quite  fo  pure,  as,  on  account  of  its 
proximity  and  connexion  with  the  Tyrol,  it  is 
blended  with  a  greater  number  of  German 
words. 
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"Pajfage  of  Mount  BraHo— County  and  Town  of 
Bormh. 


Bormio,  Auguft  7th. 

1  HE  paffage  from  Santa  Maria  to  this  place 
was  Very  tedious,  and  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  feme  danger,  if  I  had  been  detained 
a  day  later ;  as  the  great  quantity  of  rain,  which 
has  poured  down  without  intertniflion,  would 
have  rendered  the  Alpine' paths  extremely  flip- 
pery.  1  continued  to  afcend  two  hours  from 
Santa  Maria  to  the  top  of  Mount  Bralio,  which 
feparates  the  valley  of  Munfter  from  the  county 
of  Bormio.  This  body  of  Alps  is  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  which  Tacitiis  mentions  under  the 
name  of  Juga  Rhatiea  K  I  afcended  the  whole 
way  by  the  fide  of  the  torrent  Ramo,  the  fame 

*  Hift.  lib  i. 
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which  flows  by  Laitch,  and  falls  into  the  AAige* 
below  Mais.  I  traced  it  to  its  fource,  where  it 
rulhes  from  a  Glacier,  amidft  an  enclofure  of 
furrounding  rocks.  A  few  paces  further,  hav- 
ing reached  the  fummit  of  the  Bralio,  I  obferved 
another  torrent  fall  from  the  fame  Glacier  in  a. 
contrary  dire&ion,  which  forms  the  firft  fource 
of  the  Adda. 

From  this  point  a  defcent  commences,  and 
continues,  with  little  interruption,  to  Bormio. 
The  tops  of  thefe*  mountains  produce  no  wood, 
but  yield  excellent  pafture ;  they  were  covered 
with  cattle.  The  mdft  elevated  parts  are  of 
granite,  but  not  near  To  fine  grained  as  that 
which  I  obferved  upon  the  St.  Gothard,  and 
fome  of  the  other  Swifs  Alps.  I  then  went 
down  a  very  narrow  rugged  path,  and  in  an 
hour  entered  the  county  of  Bormio,  and  a  fmall 
plain  about  a  mile  in  length,  in  the  midft  of 
which  is  a  fingle  houfe,  that  is  termed  an  inn,; 
and  which  is  the  firfk  habitation  I  met  with  fincc 
J  quitted  the  valley  of  Munfter.  I  found  no  out 
'within  but  a:  woman  and  two  children,  who 
fpake  a  corrupt  Italian, :  the  woman  was  greatly 
affronted  on  my  inquiring  if  {he  talked  Ro- 
manfli ;  being  a  Roman  Catholic,  (he  feexned  to 
cpnfider  it  as  a  kind  of  herefy  to  underftand 
that  language. 

I  followed  the  courfe  of  the  Adda,  which 
Sows  through  the  plain ;  it  is  at  firft  a  fmall  tor- 
rent, but  gradually  increafes,  by  a  continued 
accefiion  of  water  from  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains.   At  the  end  of  this  fmall  plain,  thede- 

*  Or  rather  rwo  torrents  form  by  their  jun&ion  the 
A<Jigc. 
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icetu  recommences,  and  the  track  from  thence 
to  Bormio,  is  as  craggy  as  the  higheft  parts  of 
Switzerland.  Since  I  have  travelled  in  the 
country  of  the  Grifons,  I  have  not  yet  met  with 
fuch  aftonifhing  fcenes  of  wildnefs,  horror,  and 
majefty,  as  occurred  in  this  day's  journey.  De« 
fcription  generally  fails  in  representing  the  mod 
Ordinary  exhibitions  of  nature  $  how  inadequate 
then  m\ift  it  be  to  the  lingular  combination  of 
fublime  obje&s,  which  I  (nail  now  attempt  to 
delineate  ?  % 

I  had  no  fooner  quitted  the  fmall  plain  above- 
mentioned,  than  1  entered  fuddenly  into  a  mod 
barren  and  defolate  region ;  on  my  right  hand, 
huge  piles  of  misfhapen  Alps ;    on  my  left,  a 
large  mafs  of  ice  and  fnow.     Clofe  to  the  path 
the  Adda  foams  from  precipice  to  precipice  in 
broken  catarads ;   lower  down  it  moots  over  a 
fucceffion  of  natural  fteps,  which  feem  as  if  they 
had  been  hewn  in  the  rock  by  art ;    at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  mile,  it  is  contracted  into  a 
narrow  channel,  through  which  it  labours  with 
inceffant  furp.     Over  this  tremendous  gulf  is  a 
flight  wooden  bridge,  which  is  partly  fupported 
upon  a  detached  fragment  of  rock,  and  partly 
fufpended  upon  the  fides  of  the  oppofite  moun- 
tains:   as  we  palTed  over,  it  tottered  with  our 
weight.     I  then  continued  upon  the  edge  of  a 
deep  abyfs,  the  Adda  roaring  beneath,  though 
no  where  vifible,  fuggefting  to  my  imagination 
catara£ls  more  ftupendous  than  any  I  had  hi- 
therto feen.    Its  channel  is  cut  perpendicularly 
in  the  rock,  which  has  evidently  been  hollowed 
to  the  depth  of  fome  hundred  feet  by  the  attri- 
tion of  the  waters. 

We 
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We  now  arrived  at  a  barren  fpot,  where  the 
vale  was  entirely  clofed  by  an  impaffable  moun- 
tain: a  ftream  burfts  from  a  fmall  opening  in  the 
rock,  and  then  expanding  as  it  falls,  forms  a 
confideYablfe  torrent,  foaming  amidft  vaft  frag- 
ments of  ftone.      We  turned  fuddenly  to  the 
left,  by  ail  opening  through  which  the  Adda 
feems  to  have  forced  a  paffage,  and  difcovered 
fome  fertile  fields  lying  upon  the  fide  of  a  dif- 
tant    mountain,    which    beautifolfy    contrafted 
with  the  wild  and  uncultivated  fcenes  we  had 
juft  quitted :  a  few  paces  further,  we  came  upon 
the  profpeft  of  a  fertile  plain  extending  to  Bor- 
mio,    the  Adda   flowing   in   a   milder  ftream, 
•which  a  moment  before  roared  underneath  our 
feet,  over  broken  precipices,     Irf  about  half  an 
hour  I  reached  the  baths  of  St.  Martin,  in  the 
\alley  of  Preiriadjflfct; ■  •  they  are  formed  by  feveral 
hot  fpriftgs  which  rife  near  Molina,   and  are 
mil ch'  frequented  at  this  fedfbir  of  the  yean 
They  are  of  "the  fame  nature'  with  thofe  of  Bath", 
4>ut  they  did  not- appear  fir  hot;  * :  "  '  -  - 
;  'From    thence   1   defcended "  into    the   plain', 
which  produces  fome  corn,  and  yields  excellent 
p^fture,  and  in  a  fhort  time  arrived  at  Bonnio*. 
Every  thing  now  wears  an  Italian  look :  the  vil- 
lages are  very  inferior  to  'thofe  in  the  Grifons. 
7'he  houfes  are  plaftered,  and  have  a  dirty  ap- 
pearance;   and  it  was  no  bad  remark  of  my 
fervant,  that  the  villages  looked  as  if  the  inha- 
bitants were  moftly   dead,    and  the  place  de- 
ferted. 

This  road  over  the  Bralib,  although  fo  indif- 
ferent,  was  formerly  the  principal  paffage  for 
the  merchandize  fent  from  the  Tyrol,  through 
1  .  '  the 
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the  Valteline,  into  the  Milanefe :   at  prefent  it  is 
much  lefs  frequented. 

The  county  of  Bormio,  fubjeft  to  the  Gri- 
fons, lies  at  the  foot  and  in  the  midfl  of  the 
Rhetian  Alps,  and  borders  upon  Engadina,  the 
valley  of  Munfter,  the  Valteline,  Tyrol,  Trent, 
and  the  Venetian  territories.  It  is  entirely  en- 
clofed  within  the  mountains,  except  £  narrow 
opening,  which  connects  it  with  the  Valteline : 
the  other  acceffes  to  it  lie  acrofs  the  rugged 
Alps,  and  are  funilar  to  the  paffage  oyer  the 
Bralio;  in  winter  they  are  frequently  impaf- 
fable. 

This  county,  once  a  part  of  the  Milanefe,  be- 
came fubjedt  to  the  Grifons  in  1512  :  the  con- 
currence  of  extraordinary  circumftances,  which 
occasioned  this  revolution,  will  be  related  in  the 
following  letter,  upon  the  hiftory  of  the  Valte- 
line ;  for,  as  the  latter  came  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Grifons  at  the  fame  period,  and 
from  the  fame  caufes,  the  two  hiftories  are  fo 
intimately  blended,  that  they  cannot  be  fepa- 
rated. 

The  county  is  divided  into  five  diftri&s,  1. 
Bormio,  which  comprizes  the  capital,  and  feve- 
ral  dependent  villages.  2.  The  valley  of  Furba. 
3.  The  valley  of  Pedinofa.  *  4.  The  valley  of 
Cepina.  5.  The  valley  of  Luvino.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  Luvino  poffefs  feveral  privileges, 
particularly  the  power  of  judging  civil  caufes 
within  a  certain  value.  They  do  hot,  however, 
appoint  any  of  the  magiftrates,  who  are  all 
chofen  from  the  four  other  diftri&s. 

The  county  of  Bormio  enjoys  very  ample 

immunities,  fome  of  which  are  not  extended  to 

the  Valteline,  or  Chiavenna ;  in  virtue  of  which, 

Vol.  II.  Q  the 


aa6  L    E    T    T    E    R      73, 

the  inhabitants  are  exempted  from  the  Oppref' 
lions  fo  wantonly  exercifed  by  the  Grifou  go* 
vernors  in  the  other  fubjeft  countries. 

i.  The  inhabitants  pay  a  fixed  contribution 
to  the  Grifons,  which  is  very  moderate,  and 
cannot  be  increafed.  a.  They  celled  and  enjoy 
their  own  duties  upon  export*  and  imports, 
which  fecures  them  from  injudicious  and  oppref- 
five  taxes.  3.  The  fines  for  criminal  offences 
belong  to  the  community  ;  a  circumftancc  very 
friendly  to  the  adniiniftration  of  juftice :  for  no 
part  of  them  being  afligned  to  the  governor,  as 
is  the  cafe  in  the  other  fubjeft  provinces,  he  is 
not  interefted  to  convift  criminal?.  4.  But  the 
principal  privilege  which  diftinguiflies  this  coun- 
try from  the  Valteline,  is  the  freedom  of  its  go- 
vernment, and  the  limitation  of  the  podefta'a 
authority. 

Bormior  like  all  the  other  fubjeft  countries, 
is  governed  by  a  fupreme  magiltrate  called  iV 
dejla,  who  is  fent  from  the  Grifons,  and  conti- 
nues  two  years  in  office :  his  authority  is  fo  ex* 
ceedingly  circumfcribed,  that  he  enjoys  fcarcely 
any  power,  but  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
councils.  He  prefides  in  thefe  councils  without 
giving  a  vote,  except  in  cafe  of  equality  j  he  has 
neither  the  power  of  arreting  a  criminal,  nor  of 
pardoning  or  leffening  the  puniihment :  and  he 
receives  a  yearly  (Upend  from  the  country  of 
about  eighty  pounds,  arifmg  partly  from  a  pay- 
ment in  money,  partly  from  an  allowance  of 
rye,  and  partly  from  the  cofts  of  fuit  in  civil 
and  criminal  caufes:  but  the  reftri&ions  laid 
on  his  authority  will  beft  appear  from  the 
following  fliort  Iketch  of  the  eftabiifhed  govern- 
ment. 

1  The 
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The  fupreme  authority  refides  in  the  podefta 
and  councils,  which  confift  in  a  civil  and  crimi- 
nal tribunal,  whofe  members  are  annually  chofen 
by  the  people. 

The  criminal  court,  or  the  council  of  Six* 
teen,  who  are  changed  every  four  months,  is 
compofed  of  two  regents,  the  treafurer,  the  no* 
tary,  and  fixfeen  counsellors,  ten  of  whom  are 
taken  from  the  town,  and  two  from  each  of  the 
rallies    of  Furba,  Pedtnofa,    and  Cepino:    of 
thefe  members  only  the  fixteen  counsellors  have 
aay  vote.    At  the  requeft  of  the  two  regents, 
this   council  is  convened  by  the  podefta.     In 
order  to  arreft  ?  criminal,  the  whole  council 
ought  to  aflemble,  or  at  lead  feven  of  the  mem* 
bers  ;   but  in  any  cafe  of  importance,  the  po- 
defta and  two  regents  may  give  an  order  of 
arreft;    this,  however,  being  contrary  to  law, 
rouft  be  referred  to  the  firft  meeting  of  th* 
council,  which,  if  fatisfied,  decrees  in  the  words 
of  their  code, ;  Male  caftus  ;   bene  detentus  ;   th$ 
aired  was  illegal,  but  expedient.    The  procefe 
is  formed,  and  the  prifoner  examined  by  the 
podefta  and  two  regents,  who  lay  the  proceeds 
ings  before  the  council.    If  the  criminal  is  coil- 
vi&ed,  and  will  not  confers  his  crime,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  council  decide  whether  the  proofs 
are  ftrong  enough  to  juftify  torture :  if  that  hor- 
rid expedient  is  deemed  requifue,  it  muft  be 
applied  in  the  prefence  of  the  podefta,  the  twp 
regents,  the  treafurer,  and  notary. 

The  fines  are  paid  to  the  community,  which 
(if  the  prifoner  is  infolvent)  defrays  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  procefs.  If  the  proofs  againft  the 
prifoner  appear  infufficient  for  his  convi&ion, 
the  podefta  and  counfellors  receive  nothing  for 
Qjk  their 
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ixxftant  the  treafurer  mentions  fome  number,  as 
for  inftance,  ten,  fifteen,  &c.  This  number  is 
immediately  counted  by  the  regent,  beginning 
from  the  perfon  to  whom  he  is  pointing:  the 
laft  fix  of  the  perfons  counted  retire  into  a  fepa- 
rate  room,  and  chufe  fix  members  of  the  afleui- 
bly,  namely,  three  from  the  diftrift  of  Botmio, 
and  three  from  the  vallies,  >*ho  appoint  fix  can- 
didates* The  names  of  the  latter  are  thrown 
into  fix  bags,  and  balloted  for;  and  the  two, 
who  have  the  greateft  number  of  ballots,  are  re- 
gents.  They  remain  in  office  only  four  months, 
in  order  to  prevent  their  abufing  their  power, 
which  is  very  great. 

The  expences  of  government  are  regulated 
with  a  democratical  jealoufy ;  and  the  accounts 
are  annually  fubmitted  to  the  infpc&ion  of  each 
diftrift,  in  the  following  manner:  When  the 
regents  retire  from  office,  the  treafurer  delivers 
in  a  fummary  of  the  expences  and  receipts  in- 
curred during  their  adminiftration,  which  is 
read  to  the  council  of  Sixteen,  and  cannot  pais 
without  their  approbation.  In  October,  the 
council  elefts  three  examiners,  two  of  whom  are 
always  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
and  one  reciprocally  from  each  of  the  three  val- 
lies. Thefe  examiners  make  a  report,  which  h 
laid  before  a  deputation  from  the  town  and  the 
vallies,  on  the  third  of  May,  and  five  copies 
are  distributed  to  the  feveral  deputies,  for  the 
infpe&ion  of  their  refpe&ive  conftituents  :  laftly, 
the  report  is  read  before  the  affembly  of  repre- 
fentatives,  who  meet  for  the  eleftion  of  the  ma- 
giflrates,  when  it  is  either  finally  approved  or 
rrie&ed. 

The 
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The  revenue  of  the  'country  of  Bormio, 
however  trifling,  is  nearly  adequate  to  the  cur- 
rent expences.  It  arifes  in  the  following  man- 
ner: 

£.  *.  d. 
Doty   upon    merchandize,    which'  this  year 

amounted  to  -  -  -  -  39  5  o 
Letting  of  the  pafture  upon  the  Alps  of  Fre- 

deriga,  Gallo,  and  Bralio,            -              -  30  15  4 

For  liberty  of  cutting  wood,  -  -  6  X$  4 
Profits  arifmg  from  the  fafe  of  the  corn  granted 

by  the  government  of  Milan,           -            -  *5    4  ° 

Rent  of  the  baths,              -              -              -  13    0  8 

Fines,  upon  an  average,                -  14   0  0 

Tithes  or  corn  produced,                -                -  103  12  0 

221  14    4 


The  following  is  a  Table  of  the  average  Expeacti: 

For  making  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  gj    6   8 

Salary  of  the  magistrates,  -  •        71    ft   0 

Salary  of  the  podefia  and  fyndicate*        -        -        57    7    6 

212    s    2 


In  this  calculation  a  few  occasional  expences 
are  omitted,  which  render  the  general  outgoings 
greater  than  the  receipts:  the  overplus  is  top- 
plied  by  eaual  aflefiments.  For  the  purpofe  of 
affeffing,  tnere  is  a  perpetual  committee,  con- 
fiding of  twelve  members  chofen  from  the  town, 
and  two  from  each  valley,  which  is  convoked 
by  the  regents.     The  fum  required  being  laid 

before 
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before  them,  they  fix  a  quota  according  to  a  cal* 
dilation  of  property. 

The  mountainous  parta  of  this  country  pro* 
duce  only  pafturage  and  wood :  the  lower  di- 
ftrift  about  Bormio  yields  corn,  but  not  fuffi. 
cient  for  domeftic  confutoption.  The  inhabit 
tants  export  cattle,  a  fmall  quantity  of  cbeefe* 
and  iron :  the  latter  is  obtained  from  the  mine 
of  Freli,  in  the  valley  of  Pedinofo,  worked  at 
the  expence,  and  for  the  profit,  of  a  private 
perfon,  who  pays  to  the  community  a  fmall  an* 
nual  rent.  Wine  is  imported  from  the  Valte- 
line,  corn  from  the  Tyrol,  corn  and  rice  from 
Milan,  linen  from  Bergamo  and  Appenzel,  and 
cloth  from  Germany. 

Popery  is  the  eftabliihed  religion  of  this 
country,  and  the  exercife  of  every  other  wor- 
flup  is  prohibited:  even  the  podefta  himfelf, 
jf  a  Proteftant,  is  not  entitled  to  any  indul- 
gence in  this  particular  *.  Spiritual  affairs  are 
under  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  bilhop  of  Coire, 
who  has  a  vicar's  court  at  Bormio,  in  which  all 
ecclefiaftical  caufes  are  tried. 

The  priefts  have  peculiar  privileges,  which 
are  even  extended  to  thofe  who  wear  a  clerical 
drefa.  Although  many  abufes  refult  from  thofe 
exorbitant  immunities,  yet,  from  the  nature  of 
the  government,  they  are  more  reilrained  here 
than  in  the  Valteline. 


*  For  the  caufes  of  this  prohibition,  which  takes  place  in 
alt  the  provinces  fubjeft  to  the  Grifons,  fee  the  next  1«- 
ter. 


Moft 
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Mod  of  the  peafants  poffefs  a  fmall  por- 
tion of  land,  and,  in  confequence  of  the 
freedom  of  the  government,  are  much  happier 
than  the  people  of  the  Valteline  and  Chia- 
venna. 

The  town  of  Bormio  is  not  unpleafantly 
fituated,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  clofe 
to  the  torrent  *Fredolfo,  which  falls  at  a  fmall 
diftance  into  the  Adda.  It  'contains  about 
a  thoufand  inhabitants,  but  has  a  defolate 
appearance.  The  houfes  are  of  (tone  plat 
tered:  a  few  make  a  tolerable  figure  amidft 
many  with  paper  windows ; "  feverai,  like  the 
Italian  cottages,  have  only  wooden  window 
fliutters.  This  faftiion  may  not  be  uijcom- 
fortable  in  the  mild  climate  of  Italy,  but  can- 
not' be  very  agreeable  in  this  country,  fub- 
je£i  to  fudden  changes  of  weather,  and  occa- 
fionally  cold  even  in  the  midft  of  fummer, 
when  the  bleak  winds  blow  keenly  from  the 
Alps. 

The  landlord  of  the  inn,  in  which  I  am 
lodged,  is  one  of  the  regents,  and  is,  I  find, 
a  man  of  great  confequence.  I  fit  down  to 
table  with  him,  the  podefta,  and  his  wife. 
The  podefta  has  been  lately  appointed  to  this 
government,  and  I  can  colleft,  from  the  con- 
verfation  which  lias  paffed,  that  he  is  per- 
fectly ignorant  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of 
this  country ;  in  all  my  queftions  he  refers 
me  to  my  landlord,  who  is  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  theory  and  practice  of  the 
courts  of  juftice,  and  well  verfed  in  the  molt 
minute  circumftances,  relative  to  the  admini- 
ftration  cf  affairs. 

It 
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It  has  rained  all,  day  without  intermiffion, 
and  *  the  fliowers  in  thefe  Alpine  countries 
pour  down  with  fuch  uncommon  violence, 
that  I  efteem  myfelf  very  fortunate  in  being 
well  'flickered.  The  bad  weather,  however, 
did  not  prevent  me  from  feeing  every  thing 
which  is  worthy  of  attention  in  Bormio,  and 
m  paying  feveral  vifits  to  the  principal  fami- 
lies of  the  town,  who  confider  an  Englifhman 
in  this  country,  as  a  kind  of  phenomenon, 
and  ihewed  me  every  attention  and  civility  in 
their  power. 

The  Palazzo,  or  town-houfe,  contains  a 
fuite  of  wretched  apartments  for  the  refidence 
of  the  podefta,  a  chamber  for  the  courts  of 
judicature,  and  an  apartment  where  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  aflemble.  In  one  of 
the  rooms  is  an  engine  of  torture,  which,  in 
defiance  of  common  fenfe,  as  well  as  huma- 
nity, is  ftill  ufed  in  thefe  countries  to  force 
confeffion. 

Being  defirous  of  feeing  the  archives,  I 
found  it  occaiioned  more  trouble  than  I  at 
firft  apprehended.  The  door  of  the  apart- 
ment, in  which  they  are  depofited,  has  fe- 
veral locks ;  and  it  was,  necefl'ary  for  all  the 
magiftrates,  who  are  ent rutted  with  the  dif- 
ferent keys,  to  be  prefent  at  the  fame  time: 
no  objection,  however,  was  made  to  my  ad- 
miffion,  and  all  parties  affembied  upon  this 
occafion.  The  archives,  which  are  in  the 
preateft  diforder,  contain  many  records  rela- 
tive to  the  hiftory  and  conlHtution  of  Bormio, 
the  criminal    and    civil    ftatutes,    and    feveral 

charters 
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charters  from  the  fovereigns  of  Milan,  con* 
firming  original  privileges,  and  adding  othcft* 
The  earlieft  of  theft  ads  is  dated  1378,  sad 
figned  by  John  Galeaszo  VHcontL 

The  molt  important  of  the  papers  is  the 
charter,  by  which  the  Grifons  confirm,  is 
the  moft  ample  manner,  the  immunities  granted 
to  this  country  by  the  dukes  of  Milan:  it 
-  was  pafled  in  the  diet  of  Uantz,  under  Paul, 
biihop  of  Coire,  in  15 13,  the  year  fubfe- 
quent  to  that  in  which  the  Grifons  annexed 
Bormio  to  their  dominions.  Many  circum- 
ftances  have  concurred  to  deter  the  Grifons 
from  infringing  this  charter :  the  two  principal 
caufes  are,  the  fituation  of  Bormio,  and  the 
fpirit  of  freedom  which  diftinguifhes  the  in- 
habitants* By  its  fituation  upon  the  confines 
of  the  Tyrol,  the  people,  in  cafe  of  the  leaft 
difcontent,  would  receive  encouragement  and 
affiftance  from  the  Houfe  of  Auitria.  This 
local  advantage  procured  them,  while  under 
the  government  of  Milan,  much  better  treat- 
ment  than  was  experienced  by  their  neigh- 
bours in  the  Valteline ;  and  a  fimilar  reaion 
ftill  continues  to  operate  upon  the  conduft  of 
the  Grifons. 

The  fpirit  of  freedom  alfo,  which  pervades 
the  constitution,  has  no  left  materially  con- 
tributed to  the  fecurity  of  their  privileges: 
thefe  people  have  always  watched  with  a  jea- 
lous eye, ,  the  flighted  advances  of  encroach- 
ment ;  and  have  never  failed  to  remonftrate 
with  great  unanimity  and  refolution,  whenever 
the  podefta  has  difcovered  the  leaft  inclina- 
tion  to   exceed   the   bounds   of  his  authority. 

Hence 
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Hence  the  Grifons  have  uniformly  a&ed  to- 
^rards  them  with  great  moderation;  and  have 
ever  paid  the  readied  attention  to  their  repre- 
sentations and  remonftrances. 
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Ttrano— Sketch  if  the  Hi/lory  ef  the  VaHeUw. 


Tinno. 
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QUITTED  Bormio  this  morning  about  ten. 
The  torrents  are  confiderably  fwelled  with  the 
late  rains;  and  the  fides  <?f  the  neighbouring 
mountains  are  fprinkled  with  yefterday's  (how. 
From  Bormio,  I  pafled  along  the  narrow  valley 
of  Cepino,  through  feveral  wretched  villages, 
among  yrlpch  n|i  the  leaft  wretched  is  Cepino 
itfelf,  confiding  or  a  few  draggling  cottages, 
many  of  which  are  in  a  ruinous  ftate.  Having 
crofled  the  Adda,  and  continued  on  the  left 
ihore  of  that  torrent,  which  dafhes  with  great 
violence  through  a  rocky  country,  in  three 
hours  I  came  to  a  pafs  called  La  Serra,  where 
almoft  the  whole  fpace  between  the  impending 
rocks,  excepting  a  fmall  path,  is  occupied  by 
the  Adda* 

The  path  runs  under  the  gateway  of  an  an- 
cient tower,  and  leads  from  the  county  of  Bor- 

.   mio 
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mio  into  the  Valteline.  At  Sondalo,  which 
ftands  on  the  banks  of  the  river  upon  an  emi- 
nence, under  a  richly  cultivated  mountain,  the 
valley  widens,  and  becomes  more  and  more  fer- 
tile: in  fome  places  it  is  about  a  mile,  in  others 
fcarcely  a  hundred  yards  in  breadth.  Near  Ti- 
rano  the  valley  exhibits  an  appearance  of  extra- 
ordinary  fertility.  The  left  ridge  of  mountains 
is  chiefly  overfpread  with  hanging  groves  of 
xhefnut  trees,  intermixed  with  a  few  vines; 
above  them  are  meadows  and  forefts  of  fir.  The 
ridge  fronting  the  fouthern  fun,  is  richly  covered 
with  vines,  which  teach  almoft  to  the  fummit', 
ftudded  occasionally  with  clufters  of  large  trees: 
on  both  (ides  churches  and  houfes  half  concealed 
by  the  foliage  enliven  the  profped.  Below  tfuns 
the  Adda.  The  plain  on  each  fide  of  its',  banks 
produces  abundance  of  corn  and  pafture,  mul- 
berries, walnuts,  and  other  fruit-trees,  and  vines 
carried  over  the  com  and  pafture  in  beautiful 
feftoons  fronrtree  to  tree." 

Tirano  is  the  capital  of  the  Upper  Terzerd, 
and  the  refidence  of  the  podefta.  Although  the 
town  contains  feveral  handfome  buildings,  yet, 
on  account  of  the  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets,  and 
number  of  ruinous  houfes,  its  general  appear- 
ance is  defolate.  The  Adda  divides  it  into  two 
parts,  which  are  joined  by  a  ftone  bridge  of  a 
(ingle  arch.  I  obferved  remains  of  ftone  walls, 
with  which  this  place  was  formerly  furrounded. 
Thcfe  walls,  together  with  an  adjoining  fortrefs, 
were  built  by  Ludovico  Sforza,  againft  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  Grifons }  but  were  dismantled  by 
the  latter,  when  they  acquired  pofTeffion  of  the 
Valteline. 

Tirano 


*3&  LETTER      74. 

Tirana  carries  <fa  but  little  trade*  except  du- 
ring the  time  of  the  fair.  The  ftaple  commerce 
of  the  town  oonfift*  in  the  exportation  of  viae 
and  (ilk;  the  former  article,  which  i$  the  rood 
confiderable,  is  fent  in  large  quantities  into  the 
country  of  the  Grifons,  to  Bormio,  and  into  the 
territories  of  Venice.  The  filk,  which  is  drawn 
from  this  diftrift  of  the  Valtelin'c,  is  not  of  the 
heft  quality,  nor  very  abundant :  part  is  feat  to 
Venice,  and  the  remainder,  through  Chiavcaoa, 
to  Germany. 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Adda,  is  the  church  of  the  Madonna, 
or  the  Virgin  Mary,  much  vifited  by  the  Catho- 
lic pilgrims.  It  is  a  large  handforae  building, 
coi&TO&ed  with  marble,  and  (tone  ftuccoed. 
Fart  of  the  church  is  ancient,  for  I  obfenred  * 
date  of  1 206 :  the  carved  ornaments  in  this  ptft 
are  grotefque,  but  by  no  means  badly  Crowd. 
The  modern  building  is  in  an  elegant  ftyle  of  ar- 
chitecture, The  principal  entrance  is  forms! 
by  two  Corinthian  pillars  ornamented  wtfh  fo- 
liage and  feftoons  of  flowers,  while  the  pibfters 
are  neatly  adorned  with  bajfo  relieves 9  in  the 
ftyle  of  the  antique.  The  asra  of  the  workmaa- 
fhip,  as  I  collected  from  an  infeription  oyer  the 
door,  was  1533. 

In  the  large  area,  before  the  church,  is  held, 
in  the  month  of  Oflober,  the  fair  of  Tirano, 
remarkable  for  the  number' of  cattle  which  are 
brought  for  lale:  they  are  fed  upon  the  higheft 
Alps,  where  they  continue  until  the  fnow  begins 
to  fall,  and  are  chiefly  fent  from  hence  into 
Italy*  The  fair  continues  three  days,  during 
which  time  the  authority  of  the  podefta  is  fuf- 

pended; 
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pcoded  j    and  the  governor  of  the  Valteline  has 
abfolute  jurifdidion  over  the  town  and  diftrid. 

I  cannot  defcribe  to  you  how  much  I  am  per- 
plexed  with  a  variety  of  languages.  I  fpeak 
Italian  or  French  with  the  principal  gentry,  and 
fometimes  am  obliged  to  hold  a  converfation  in 
Latin,  I  talk  a  (mattering  of  German  with  my 
fervant,  who  undcrftands  no  other  language, 
and,  with  my  guide  and  the  common  people,  a 
kind  of  corrupt  Italian,  like  the  Milanefe.  I 
write  my  notes  in  Engliih,  and  during  my  pro- 
mis  through  Rngadina,  was  employed  in  col- 
lecting a  vocabulary  of  the  Romanih.  I  muft/ 
therefore,  warn  you  not  to  be  furprized,  fliould 
you  find  a  confufion  of  tongues  in  my  Letters. 

The  Valteline,  called  by  the  inhabitants  Valle- 
Tetina,  extends  from  the  confines  of  Bormio  to 
the  lake  of  Chiavenna,  about  the  length  of  fifty 
miles.  It  is  entirely  enclofed  between  two  chains 
of  high  mountains $  the  northern  chain  feparates  " 
it  from  the  Grifons,  the  fbuthern  from  the  Ve- 
netian territories :  on  the  eaft  it  borders  on  the 
county  of  Bormio,  and  on  the  weft  on  the  duchy 
of  Milan. 

The  Valteline,  together  with  the  counties  of 
Chiavenha  and  Bormio  (which  had  long  been 
the  conftant  fource  of  hoftility  between  the  bi- 
(hops  of  Como  and  Coire)  came  in  1336,  under 
the  dominion  of  Azzo  Vifconti,  fovereign  of 
Milan,  who  quietly  tranfmitted  them  to  his  fuc- 
ceffors.  Upon  the  death  of  John  Vifconti,  one 
of  Azzo's  fucceffors,  his  extenfive  territories 
were  divided  between  his  nephews  Gafeazzo  and 
Barnabas  *.     Upon  the  demife  of  Galeazzo,  his 

-*  I  do  notVmention  Matthias,  the  ekleft  brother/  becaufe 
he  (KecKpon  afterwards.  • 

fori 
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fon  John  Galeazzo  fecured  the  perfon  of  his 
uncle  Barnabas  by  a  ftratagem,  and  having  con- 
fined  htm  in  the  caftle  of  Trevio  until  his  death, 
which  happened  in  1395,  annexed  his  dominions 
to  his  own,  and  became  by  this  union  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  powerful  prince  in  Italy.  Maftino, 
ion  of  Barnabas,  took  flielter,  upon  his  father's 
imprifonment,  with  Hartman,  btfhop  of  Coire, 
and  died  in  exile,  without  recovering  any  (hare 
of  his  inheritance*  Previous  to  his  death  he 
formally  ceded  all  his  right  and  title  over  the 
Valteline,  Chiavenna,  and  Bormio,  to  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Coire,  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  his 
prote&ioiu 

To  this  ceilion,  at  that  time  of  no  avail,  the 
Grifons  owe  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  provinces. 
ri  he  claim  lay  dormant  for  above  half  a  century, 
until  fome  difcontents  arifing  in  the  Valteline  in 
1487,  the  Grifons  made  an  irruption  into  that 
country,  in  fupport  of  the  biffiop's  right ;  but 
their  arms  not  being  at  that  time  attended  with 
fuccefs,  they  pur  chafed  a  peace,  by  renouncing 
all  pretentions  to  the  Valteline.  They  renewed, 
however,  their  claim  in  1512,  when  Ludovico, 
called  the  Moor,  Duke  of  Milan,  was  taken 
prifoner  by  Louis  the  Twelfth,  and  the  whole 
Milanefe,  comprizing  the  Valteline,  occupied 
by  that  monarch. 

Upon  this  revolution,  the  Grifons,  in  con- 
junction with  the  bifhop  of  Coire,  entered  the 
Valteline,  and,  having  expelled  the  French 
troops,  took  poffeffion  of  the  country:  they  were 
received  with  joy  by  the  inhabitants,  who  did 
homage  to  their  new  fovereigns,  and  in  return 
obtained  from  them  the  confirmation  of  all  their 
privileges.  A  compromife  was  immediately  en- 
tered 
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tered  into  between  the  biflbop  of  Coire  and  the 
three  leagues,  to  lhare  between  them  the  fove* 
ragoty  of  this  country*  In  the  following  year 
Maximilian  Sforza,  raifed  to  the  ducal  throne 
of  Milan  Upon  the  expulfiqn  of  the  French, 
ceded  in  perpetuity  the  pofieffion  of  the  Val- 
teline,  Chiavehha,  and  Bormio,  to  the  bifliop 
Of  Coire,  and  the  Grifons :  and  this  ceffion  wat 
ratified  by  Francis  the  Firft,  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  which  he  concluded  with  the  Swifs  and 
their  alKes  tHe  Grifont  in  1516,  when  he  ob* 
tiined  poffeffion  of  the  Milan^fe; 

In  1530,  the  Republic  of  the  Grifons  ac- 
quired fhd  whole  dominion  of  thi  Valteline,  to 
toe  exclusion- of  tfie  bifliop  of  Coire;  tinder  ptfc* 
tence,  that  the  laftter  bad  not'  furnifherf  his  quote  , 
of  med  and  ihoney  m  the  war  with  James  of 
Medici,   in  defence  of  thefe  ced$d  countries: 
accordingly  they  compiled  the  bHbop  to  fell  hi* 
Jhare  of  the  fovereigmy  over  the  Vilteliif  e,  Chi* 
ayenna,  and  Bofmio,  for  at  yearly  income  of 
573  florifis  td.be?  paid  to  tttfe*  bifhop  arid  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  out  of  the  cuftom*  <Sf  the  Ghiavenna. 
From  that  period,  thefe  province  were  pofleffed 
by  the  GrHbns  without  moleftation,  until  the 
rival  intefeils  of  France  and  Spain,  the  mtrigues 
of  the  pope,  religious  enthrifiafm,  the  zeal  of 
party,  and  the  exa&iohs  of  the'  Grifott  gover- 
nors, kindled  an  infurre&iotf,  tfhich  commenced 
with  a  general  maffacre  off  the  Proteftantf,  and 
raged  for  a  feries  of  years:  with  the  mod  fitvage 
and  unremitting  fury. 

In  no  country  has  the  fpirit  of  difcord  been 

more  prevalent,  or  religious  difptftes  been  car* 

tied  to  fo  great  ah  height.    The  2eal  of  con-' 

tending  factions  has  communicated  hfelf  to  the 
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hiftorians  of  thefe  tranfa&ions ;  each  of  whom  if 
evidently  enlifled  in  a  party,  and  gives  different 
reprefentations  of  the  fame  fa&s,  according  to 
the  interefts  he  has  efpoufed.  Under  thefe  dis- 
advantages, I  found  no  other  method  of  arriving 
at  the  truth,  than  by  comparing  contradictory 
accounts,  and  rendering  them  mutually  fiibfer- 
vient  to  the  detection  of  each  other's  impofitionj 
and  I  am  concerned  to  find,  that  on  both  fides 
religion  has* been  pleaded  as  a  Tan&ion  to  the 
molt  atrocious  aftions,  and  been  alledged  by  one 

a  as  an  excufe  for  tyranny,  and  for  rebellion 
e  other, 
'As  &*  Valtelirie,  Chiavehna,  and  Bormro, 
originally  belonged  to  the  Milanefe,  the  foie- 
reigns  of  that  dutchy  always  looked  upon  die 
Gnfons  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  fecretly  em- 
braced every  opportunity  to  foment  the  inteftfae 
disturbances  with:  which  they,  in  common  with 
all  democratic^  ftatcs*  are  occasionally  con- 
vuifed. 

Upon  the  extin&idn  of  the  family  of  Sforza, 
kt  the  perfon  of  Francis  the  Second,  the  em- 
perfcr  Charles  the  Fifth  feized  the  Milanefe  as  a 
fief  reverting  to  the  empire,  and  difregarding  the 
claims,  of  the  French  king,  gave  the  inveftiture 
to  his  own  fon  Philip*  With  the  poffeffion  of 
the  Milanefe,  Philip  fucceeded  to  hfe  pretentions 
ugon  the  Valteline;  and  although  both  he  and 
his  fucceffor,  Philip  the  Third*  entered  into  trea- 
ties of  alliance  with  the  three  leagues*  by  which 
they  refigncd  all  claims  to  this  country,  yet 
their  renunciation  was  never  fincere.  They  ne- 
ver finally  relinquished  all  intention  of  recover- 
ing a  province  which  had  been  once  difmem- 
bered  from  the  Milanefe,  and  which  the  contefts 

between 
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between  France  and  Spain  rendered  more  Valu- 
able to  them,  than  to  their  predeceffors  in  the 
dutchy  of  Milan*  •      , 

During  the  conflant  wars,  which  from  the  ac-< 
ceffion  of  Philip  the  Second  the  reftlefs  ambition 
bf  the  Spanifh  court  entiled  upon  Eurppe,  the 
German  and  Spaiiifh  branches  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  were  inseparably  united ;  and  the  coun- 
cils of  Vienna  were  direfted  by  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid,  *  tfn&ix  thefe  circuroftance*  the  Valte- 
iine,  ,  wiich,  by  conne&ing  the  Tyrol  and  the 
Milanefe,  afforded  the  only  fecure  pafiage  for 
the  juhftion  of  the  Auitrian  ind  Spanifh  troops, 
became  of  fignal  importance.  Hence  the  Spa* 
hHh  governors  of  Milan,  highly  folicitous  to  ac-# 
quire  influence  among  the  people;  fecretly  fo- 
mented the  fpirit  6f  diflatisfattiort,  -which  the 
'eonduft  of  the  Grtfoi*  gbternors  had  too  juftly 
provoked;  proinifed  their  affiftatfce  to  the  ag- 
grieved inhabitants,  and  gained  by  thefe  means 
a  powerful  party  in  favour  <6f  theft  coiirt'.  The 
ininds  of  the  inhabitants  being:  thus  gradually 
won  over  to  the  Spaftiih  intereft;  the  Count  of 
Fuentes,  gdveriior  of  Milaii,  ventured,  in  deft* 
ance  of  the  Grifons,  to  conftruft  the  fort  •  which 
bears  his  name,  far  the  purpofe  bf  commanding 
the  paflage  of  the  Vatteline* 

Tike  fatae  reafons  which  rendered  the  Spanitti 
aefir6ii8  to  feclire  the  V&lteline,  induced  the 
French  to  otoftnift  their  defigna.  ,  Henry  the 
Fourth,  with  his  uftkl  vigour,  zealoufly  ef- 
poufed  the  caufe.of  the  Grifoiis,  and  was  pre* 
(raring  to  fend  effectual  affiftance  agamft  the  at* 

*  See  Letter  67. 
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tempts  of  Fuentes,  when  he  was -cut  off  by  fud* 
den  affaffination;  and  the  inteftine  troubles, 
which  took  place  upon  his  death,  for  a'  time  to- 
tally withdrew  the  attention  of  France  from  this 
quarter.  The  Spaniards,  thus  freed  from  their 
mod  formidable  rival,  purfaed  their  projefts 
upon  the  Valteline  without  cppofition,  and  a* 
vailed  themfelvcs  of  the  domeftic  diflentions  be- 
tween the  Grifons  and  the  inhabitants* 

The  Grifons  had  long  attempted  to  introduct 
the  Reformation  into  the  Valteline  with  the  moft 
injudicious  zeal,  and  without  paying  fufficient 
.  attention  to  the  prejudices  .of  a  fuperftitioui 
people.  Churches  for  the  worfliip  of  the  Re* 
formed  religion  were  conftru&ed,  and  minifters 
regularly  fettled  with  a  permanent  falary*  Schools 
for  Proteftant  children  were  eftablifhed  at  Son- 
drio,  notwithftandiftg  the  remonftrances  of  the 
Romift  priefts,  and  the  eppofition  of  the  people. 
Many  privileges  of  the  Popi(h  ecclefiaftics  were 
taken  from  them;  privileges*,  which,  though 
exorbitant,  and  repugnant  to  every  principle  of 
found  government,  were  fan&ified  by  ufegt* 
and  could  not  at  once  be  aboEfhed  without  ex- 
citing general  difcontent* 

To  thefe  religious  grounds ,  of  dUTatlsfa&ion 
were  added  others,  anfmg  from  the  tyrannical 
proceedings  of  the  Grifon  governors,  whom  the 
advocates  for  rebellion  painted,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  with  too  much  juftice,  in  the  moil  odious 
colours.  "  A  fyftem,"  they  cried,  "  of  avarice 
and  extortion  is  eftablifhed  by  taw ;   the  magi* 

•  They  were  (as  they  arc  at  prefent)  independent  of  t?w 
eivil  authority  for  all  delinquencies,  and  amenable  only  to 
the  biihop  of  Goire. 

Urates 
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(traces  purchafe  their  offices,  and  indemnify 
themfelves  by  the  plunder  of  the  country*  All 
things  are  venal;  life,  honour,  and  even  con- 
icience  itfelf  has  a  price.  It  is  not  poffible  for 
the  governors  to  be  more  iniquitous,  nor  for  the 
people  to  fuffer  a  greater  complication  of  cala- 


mity." 


Thefe  well-grounded  complaints  were  aggra- 
vated, and  the  crifis  of  rebellion  accelerated  by 
an  ad  of  flagrant  injuftice.  Many  inhabitants 
of  the  ValteUne,  fufpe&ed  of  favouring  the  Spa- 
ni(h  court,  and  particularly  thofe,  who  had  op- 
pofed  with  the  greateft  zeal  the  introdu&ion  of 
the  Reformed  dodrines,  were  arretted,  and  con- 
veyed into  the  country  of  the  Grifons.  Mock 
courts  of  juftice  were  eftabliihed  in  federal  places, 
by  which  the  prUbners  were  fined  to  a  large 
apwunt;  and  fome  were  even  wantonly  fen* 
fenced  to  the  tajtyre-  • 

Among  the  fufferers  was  Nicholas  Rufca,  a, 
prieft  of  Sondrip,  who  had  gained  the  univerfal 
cfteem  of  the  Catholics,  by  his  unremitted  re* 
fiilance  to  the  Proteftant  do$rines,  and  who, 
|or  the  rigid  aufterity  of  his  manners,  was  re- 
vered by  the  multitude  as  a  faint.  The  death  * 
of  this  pcrihn  fo  much  refpe&ed,  amidft  the  molt 
excruciating  torments,,  raifed  a  fpirit  of  fury 
among  the  people  too  violent  to  be  appeafed* 
The  emiflaries  of  Spain  did  not  fail  to  increafe 
the  general  ferment,  and  to  fuggeft  the  moft 
plaufible  motives  for  immediate  infurre&ion. 
They  reprefeated,  that,  as  the  Grifons  were 
sonvulfed  by  fa&ions,  and  France  difturbed  by 

*  Se^  Letter  79. 
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Snteftine  commotion*,  a  mod  favourable  oppatr 
tunity  prefented  itfelf  to  (hake  oft"  the  yoke  under 
which  they  groaned :  Animated  by  thefe  fuggef- 
tions,  the  inhabitants  determined  to  -commence 
tioftilities  by  a  general  inafiacrc  of  the  Protef- 
1*ants. 

The  20th  of  July,  16&0,  was  the  day  ap* 
pointed  for  the  perpetration  of  this  horrid  defign. 
At  dead  of  night  Robuftelli,  the  leader  of  the 
confpiracy,  accompanied  by  about  a  hundred 
-followers,  arrived  at  Tirano,  and  having  affem* 
-bled  the  chief  Catholics  of  the  place,  laid  before 
them  the  intention  of  extirpating  the  Proteftants: 
the  dreadful  propofai  was  e*nbrafced  with  all  thfe 
zeal  of  refentment,  inflamed  by  fanaticifm.  At 
break  of  day  the  fignal  for  th^  maffacre  being 
^iveh  toy  ringing  the  bells ;  great  ptfrt  of  the  in- 
habitants iffued  from  their  iioufes,  and  repaired 
to  the  market-place  with  terror  find  anxiety.  la 
.  ^his  moment  of  perplexity  the  confpirators  fell 
Upon  the^roteftants,  and  encouraged  the  people 
to^  foilbw  their  example,  by  deftroying  the  erie- 
tiucfc  cifthe  Catholic  faith.  Few  words  being  necef- 
fary  *&;  oxafperate  an  incenfed  and  fuperftkious 
multitude  1  every  perfon  feizing  the  firft  arms 
which  ^pefcnted  themfeives,  fcoured  t;he  facets, 
ftormed  the  houfes,  and  affaffinated  th<?  Frotef* 
•tants.  '  *'•  *  ''•  ■.•".■• 
1  During  this  dreadful  fecare,  the  podefta,  Ins 
family,  and  fotfte  of  the  principal.  Proteftants 
took  refuge  in  the  towh-boufe^  and  barricadoed 
•the  doors :  the  Catholics,  however,  foon  forced 
4paflage,  and  burft  into  the  apartments  whese 
the  fugitives  were  collected.  Their  ftiry  was  for 
a  moment  fufpended,  at  theaffe&ing  fight  of  the 
podefta  and  his  wife  upon  their  knees,  prefenting 

their 
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their  infant  children  with  uplifted  arms.  Bat 
iuch  was  the  implacable  barbarity  of  the  enraged 
multitude,  who  demanded  with  repeated  in* 
ibnces  the  death  of  the  pod?(ta  and  his  family, 
that  this  fhort  refpite  was  of  no  avail,  and  only 
ferved  to  embitter  their  fate :  they  were  firft  im- 
prifoqed,  and  then  put  to  djeath^  without  diftinc- 
$ion  of  fex  or  age. 

The  next  fcene  pf  the  ma^acre  was  exhibited 
at  Teglio,  whither  fome  of  tfce  confpirators  were 
difpaAched  from  Tirano :  they  were  drefled  in 
red,  as.  a  fign&l  to  die  inhabitants  that  the  rifing 
a$  Tirano.  had  fucceed>ecL  The  Catholics  fo^ 
collected  themfelves  into  a  bodv,  and  repaired  to. 
jhe  church,  where  the  Proteftants  were  aflem- 
bled  for  the  celebration  of  4i\xne  .fe%vice.  One 
of  them  levelled  his  piece  againfl  the  jninifter, 
who  was  preaching ;  but  miffing  his  aim,  the 
Proteftants  yofe  up,,  di;pve  QUt  th$  Catholics, 
and  fcarricadoed  tj)e  -doprs.  The  aifcffins  then 
climbed  up  to  the  windows,  and  (hot  from  the 
putfide  upoji  the  crowded,  audience ;  the  doors 
at  length  being  hujft  open,  all  the  Proteftants 
were  put  to  the  fword^  excepting  tbofe  who  re- 
nounced their  religion. 

Aether  party  of  Cathplica  made  their  way 
towards  Spndrio^  where  the  governor  of  the 
Valteline  refided/  That  magiftrate^  being  ap- 
prized of  t^h  (Jefrgn*  ordered  the  inhabitants 
to  take  arms,  and  Jummoned  the  people  of  the 
neighbouring  diftrift  tp:  Wsl  ^ffiftance :  in  obe- 
dience to  this  injundion,  both  Proteftants  and 
Catholics  began  to  aflemble,  but  the  forme/ 
were  intercepted,  and  deftroyed.  Some  attempt-, 
ing  to  efcape  towards  Engadina  and  Pregalia* 
were  overtaken  in  their  flight,  and  involved  in 

the, 
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Inteftine  commotion*,  a  moft  favourable     - 
tunity  prefented  itfelf  to  make  off  the  y<£., 
■which  they  groaned :    animated  by  the?  * 
tions,  the  inhabitants  determined  to  <g     _j^ 
fioftilities  by  a  general  inaflacrc  of  tbr**  —  • 
■<ants.  *xss 

The  aotn  of   July,  i6ao,   -was  thec  =  * 
■pointed  for  tile  perpetration  of  this  noit^*  «3fc 
At  dead  of  night  Robuftelli,  the  leadjt 
confpiracy,  '  accompanied  -by  about  a*5  T«  -ana 
-followers,  arrived  at  Tirano,  and  havifr^te:  «e 
i>led  the  chief  Catholics  of  the  place,  i£es&  A 
them  the  intention  of  extirpating  the  Pit 2  ^-aat 
-the  dreadiul  propofai  was  embraced  whl  .'iam  ^ 
zeal  of  refentment,  inflamed  by  fanatide**^  w 
break  of  day  the'  fignal  for  the*  maffa^^Aa. 
-given 4>y "tinging  the  bells;   great  piftt ^"r4  q^ 
habitants  iftued  from  their -faouies,  aJU^%%«nftet 
to  the  market-place  with  terror  and  anf^*  ^  ^ 
this  moment  of  perplexity  -the  cc^^i^^Jj. 
Upon  the  Proteftants,  and  encouraged  4.  fr  a^Ta 
to  follow  their  example,  by  defti^ni^rTj0 
miesdfthe  Catholic  faith.  Few  words  w£?T"A ' 
faryt*;e*albeirate  an  incenfed  and  f»tfu£iCj 
multitude^    every  perfon  feufeig  tta-kjjf 
which' prefented  therafeWcs,  fcoured  dT^00*™ 
ftormed  the  houfes,  and.  affaffinated  4fc»j    .  . 
•tants.  »...-..  .       .    ^"weUvoi 

'  During  ttrit  ch-eadfiil  fce*e,  the  p4£ftn*r/ 
family  and  foifte  of  the  principal.  aZ^.^f 
<°<*/efuge  in  the  town-boofe*  and .WlKJ*  ^ 
the  doors:  the  Catholics,  however;  iSS*0^ 
ipaflage,  and  burftimo  the  apartme^T^-. 
the  fugttives  were  coHecYed.  Their  totig**™? 
LK!ritIu5lend«I.  at  the-affeaingfigS,^:  - 
podefta  and  -his wife  upon  their  faieS.  Jj**^ 
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fon  John  Galeazzo  fecured  the  perforf  of  his 
uncle  Barnabas  by  a  ftratagem,  and  having  con- 
fined him  in  the  caftle  of  Trevio  until  his  death, 
which  happened  in  1395,  annexed  his  dominions 
to  his  own,  and  became  by  this  union  the  great- 
eft  and  molt  powerful  prince  in  Italy.  Maftino, 
ion  of  Barnabas,  took  fhelter,  upon  his  father's 
imprifonment,  with  Hartman,  bifhop  of  Coire, 
and  died  in  exile,  without  recovering  any  (hare 
of.  his  inheritance.  Previous  to  his  death  he 
formally  ceded  all  his  right  and  title  over  the 
Valteline,  Chiavenna,  and  Bormio,  to  the  bi- 
fhop of  Coire,  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  his 
prote&ioiu. 

To  this  ceffion,  at  that  time  of  no  avail,  the 
Grifons  owe  the  polTeffion  of  thefe  provinces. 
Ti  he  claim  lay  dormant  for  above  half  a  century, 
until  fome  difcontents  anting  in  the  Valteline  in 
1487,  the  Grifons  made  an  irruption  into  that 
country,  in  fupport  of  the  biihop's  right;  but 
-their  arms  not  being  at  that  time  attended  with 
luccefs,  they  pur  chafed  a  peace,  by  renouncing 
all  pretentions  to  the  Valteline-  They  renewed, 
however,  their  claim  in  1512,  when  Ludovico, 
called  the  Moor,  Duke  of  Milan,  was  taken 
prifoner  by  Louis  the  Twelfth,  and  the  whole 
Milanefe,  comprizing  the  Valteline,  occupied 
by  that  monarch. 

Upon  this  revolution,  the  Grifons,  in  con- 
junction  with  the  bilhop  of  Coire,  entered  the 
Valteline,  and,  having  expelled  the  French 
troops,  took  polTeffion  of  the  country:  they  were 
received  with  joy  by  the  inhabitants,  who  did 
homage  to  their  new  fovereigns,  and  in  return 
obtained  from  them  the  confirmation  of  all  their 
privileges.  A  compromife  was  immediately  en- 
tered 
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tered  Into  between  the  bifhop  of  Coirc  and  the 
three  leagues,  to  ihare  between  them  the  fove* 
reignty  of  this  country.  In  the  following  year 
Maximilian  Sforza,  raifed  to  the  ducil  throne 
of  Milan  tipoh  the  cxpulfion  of  the  French, 
ceded  in  perpetuity  the  poffeffion  of  the  Val- 
inline,  Chiaveriha,  and  Bormio,  to  the  bifliop 
Of  Coire,  and  the.  Grifons :  and  this  ceffion  was 
ratified  by  Francis  the  Firft,  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  which  he  concluded  with  the  Swifs  and 
their  allies  the  Grifons  in  1516,  When  lie  ob* 
ttiried  poffeffion  of  the  Milantfe; 

In  1530,   the  Republic  of  the  Grifons  ac- 
quired fhi  whole  dominion  of  thi  Valteline,  to 
the  exclufioh  of  the  bifliop  of  Coire;  tinder  pfe* 
tence,  that  the  laftter  had  not'  furnifhed  his  quota:  , 
of  men  and  money  m  die  war  with  James  of 
Medici,   in  defence  of  thefe  cedfd  countries: 
accordingly  they  compelled  the  bfthop  to  fell  his 
ihare  of  die  fovereigirty  over  the  Valtelifie,  Chi* 
avenna,  and  Bormio,  for  2  yearly  income  of 
573  fioritis  to  be  paid  to  th£  bifliop  aid  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  out  of  the  tuftom*  df  the  Qfiavenna; 
From  that  period,  thdfe  provinefet  were  poflefled 
by  the  GrHbns  without  moieftation,  until  the 
rival  inter  efts  of  France  and  Spain,  the  intrigues 
of  the  pope,  religious  enthtffiafm,  the  zeal  of 
party,  and  the  exa&iobs  of  the  GrifoK  gover- 
nors, kindled  *ri  inftfrre&iofi,  tfhich  commenced 
with  a  general  maffacre  of  the  Proteftanti,  and 
raged  for  a  feries  of  years  with  the  mod  fkvage 
and  unremitting  fury. 

In  no  country  has  the  fpifit  of  difcord  been 
more  prevalent,  or  religious  difputes  been  car- 
ried to  fo  great  aik  height.    The  £eal  of  con- 
tending fadions  has  communicated  hfelf  to  the 
Vol.  II.  '     R  hiftorian* 
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hiftorians  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  j  each  of  whom  ir 
evidently  enlifted  in  a  party,  and  gives  different 
reprefentations  of  the  fame  fads,  according  to 
the  interefls  he  has  cfpo*fed.  Under  thefe  dis- 
advantages, I  found  no  other  method  of  arriving 
at  the  truth,  than  by  comparing  contradictory 
accounts,  and  rendering  them  mutually  fribfer- 
vient  to  the  detection  of  each  others  impofition; 
and  I  am  concerned  to  find,  that  on  both  fides 
religion  has*  been  pleaded  as  a  Tan&ian  to  the 
molt  atrocious  aftions,  and  been  alledged  by  one 
party  as  an  excufc  for  tyranny,  and  for  rebellion- 
by  tne  othe#« 

As  th*  Valteliiie>  Chiavenna,  and  Bormfa, 
originally  belonged  to  the  Milanefe,  the  fete- 
reigns  of  that  dutchy  always  looked  upon  the 
Gnfons  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  fecretly  em- 
braced every  opportunity  to  foment  the  inteftine 
difturbances  with  which  they*  in  common  with 
all  democratic^  ftates*  are  occafionaily  eon* 
vulfed.  • 

Upon  the  extinction  of  the  family  of  Sforza, 
id  the  perlbn  of  Francis  the  Second,  the  em- 
peror Charles  the  Fifth  feized  the  Milanefe  as  a 
fief  r i verting  to  the  empire,  and  difregarding  the 
claims  of  the  French  king,  gave  the  inveftiture 
to  his  own  fan  Philip.-  With  the  poffeffion  of 
the  Milanefe,  Philip  fucceeded  to  his  pretentions 
uf>on  the  Valteline;  and  although  both  be  and 
his  fucceffor,  Philip  the  Thirds  entered  into  trea- 
ties of  alliance  with  the  three  leagues*  by  which 
they  refigncd  all  claims  to  this  country,  yet 
their  renunciation  was  never  fincere.  They  ne- 
ver finally  relinquiihed  all  intention  of  recover- 
ing a  province  which  had  been  once  difmem- 
bered  from  the  Milanefe,  and  which  the  coatefts 
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between  France  and  Spain  rendered  more  Valu- 
able to  them,  than  to  their  predeceffors  in  the 
dutchy  of  Milan.  •      , 

During  the  conflant  wars,  which  from  the  ac-< 
eeflion  of  Philip  the  Second  the  reftlefs  ambition 
hf  tire  Spanifh  court  entqited  upon  Eurppe,  the 
German  and  Spanifh  branches  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aaftria  were  inseparably  united ;  and  the  coun- 
cils of  Vienna  were  directed  by  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid,  *  tinier  thefe  circumft&nces  the  Valte- 
line,  ,  tfhich,  by  conne&ng  the  Tyrol  and  the 
Milariefe,  afforded  the  only  fecure  pafiage  for 
the  jiih&ion  of  the  AuJtrian  ind  Spanifh  troops, 
became  of  fignal  importance.  Hence  the  Spa- 
hrfti  governors  of  Milan,  highly  folicitous  to  ac-# 
quire  influence  among  the  people;  fecretly  fo-* 
mented  the  fpirit  6f  difj&isfacaoft;  which  the 
eondud:  of  the  Grtibft  governors  had  too  juftly 
provoked)  promifed'.  their  aififtaike  to  the  ag- 
grieved inhabitants,  and  gained  by  thefe  means 
a  powerful  party  in  favour  df  tbefr  cotirt'.  The 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  being:  thu&  gradually 
won  over  to  the  Spariifh  intereft;  the  Count  of 
Fuentes,  gdveriior  of  Milan,  ventured,  in  defy 
ance  of  the  Grifons,  to  conftruft  the  fort  •  which 
beard  his  name,  fdr  the  purpofe  of  commanding 
the  paffage  of  the  Valteline* 

The  fatoe  reafons  which  rendered  the  Spanitti 
<iefir6u8  €6  fectire  the  Valteline,  induced  the 
French  to  obftruft  their  defigna.  .  Henry  the 
Fourth,  with  his  uftkl  vigour,  zealoufly  ef- 
poufed  the  caufe.of  the  Grifoiis,  and  was  pre* 
firing  to  fend  effectual  affiftance  agairift  the  at* 

*  See  Letter  67. 
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fubfequeiit  negociation  for  that  purpofe,  witfi 
conditions  ftiil  more  unfavourable. 

The  Spaniards,  artfully  availing  themfelves  of 
thefe  circumftinces,  held  out  to  the  Grilona  thfc 
mod  flattering  overtures  of  actommodatiotf.  Tite 
latter,  encouraged  by  thefe  well-timed  offers^ 
Jind  incenfed  at  the  repeated  inftaAces  of  duplicity 
they  had  lately  experieiifced,  rbfe  up  in  arms, 
and  drove  the  French  from  the  Valteliite  Thfc 
treaty  of  Milaii  was  the  confequetice  of  this  re^ 
Volution;  a  clofe  alliance ,  was  concluded  be- 
tween the  Spaniards  and  the  Grifons ;  and  thfc 
Valteline  was  reftored  to  the  latter  under  the 
guarantee  df  that  very  power,  which  had  origr- 
nally  excited  the  inhabitants  to  revolt. 

This  treaty,  contracted  in  thfe  yeaf  1^35,  fct 
cured  to  the  Spaniards  the  paflfege  of  tlte  valley, 
which  had  been  the  great  objed  of  tie  war,  and 
reftored  the  Valteline,  Chiivenha,  fin^Bormio^ 
to  the  Grifons,  under  the  following;  articles :  AA 
aft  of  oblivion j  the  immunities  of  the  fubieS 
countries  to  be  confirmed  as  tfeey  exifted  before 
the  revolution  of  1 620  j  fto  *>ther  religion  but 
.  the  Catholic  to  be  tolerated  therein ;  no  perfon 
of  any  other  perfuafion  to  be  permitted  to  refidc, 
excepting  the  governors,  during  the  two  years 
they  (hould  continue  in  office,  and  the  Protec- 
tants poffefled-of  lands,  who  (hould  not  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  the  country  above  three 
months  in  the  year;  the  privileges  of  the  ecdefi- 
aftics  to  be  reftored  in  their  full  latitude. 

A  few  alterations  were  made  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Valley,  and  fome  regulations  intro- 
duced, for  the  purpofe  of  (lemming  the  torrent 
of  injuftice  and  corruption,  that  prevailed  in  the 
tourts  of  ju  ft  ice  before  the  revolution:  they  con- 
futed 
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lifted  chiefly  in  a  new  method  of  nominating  the 
governors,  and  in  the  cteatidn  of  the  office  of 
affeflbr.  The  articles  are  guarantied  by  Spain, 
and  inferted  in  the  capitulation,  or  treaty,  rati- 
fied in  1639,  at  Milan,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
deputies  from  the  Valteline. 

The  deputies  reproached  the  Spaniards,  for 
having  fummoned  diem  to  Milan,  in  order  to  be 
prefent,  in  filence  and  with  tears,  at  the  fubver- 
fion  of  their  liberty;   and  when  the  treaty  was 
announced  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Valteiine,  a 
general  defpair  fpread  itfelf  through  all  ranks. 
The  people  univerfally  lamented  that  they  haul 
been  deluded  into  a  revolt  under  a  pronufe  bf 
protedion ;  that  they  had  expended,  during  this 
fatal  war,  above  twenty-five  millions  of  florins*, 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  procure  an  alliance 
between  Spain  and  the  Grifohs,  and  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  their  original  matters,  exafperated  by 
their  revolt,  and  preparing  to  renew  the  former 
ads  of  injustice  andHnranny  which  had  driven 
them  to  rebellion.     Nor  were  thefe  murmurs  ill- 
grounded  ;  for,  except  the  total  exclufion  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  no  material  alteration  was 
made  in  the  fate  of  this  valley. 

Since  this  treaty  the  laws  have  been  no  left 
perverted  than  before,  the  exa&ions  of  the  go- 
Vernors  have  continued  as  exorbitant,  and  the 
courts  of  juilice  ad  iniquitous  and  corrupt.  The 
change  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  has  proved 
no  alleviation ;  the  creation  of  the  afleffoVs  of- 
fice ferved  only  to  give  the  fan&ion  of  law  to  the 
mod  iniquitous  proceedings,  or  to  vary  the  mode 
of  oppreffion.    This  innovation  has  been  more* 

_.#  *  Near  £  2,000,000  fterling. 
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over  attended  with  this  bad  effect  to  the  btilk  of 
the  inhabitants,  that  whereas,,  before  the  rebefc 
lion,  the  noble*  were  principally,  fubjed  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  Grifon  judges ;  fince  the  pacifi- 
cation, the  people  have  become  more  expofed  to 
exafltionS. 

I  have  thus  brought  down  the  hiftbry  of  the 
Valteline  td  the  pacification  of  1637.  Since  tfaat 
period  no  material  change  has  takefi  place  in 
the  fituation  of  affairs.  The  fovereigns  of  Milan 
have  always  cultivated  the  fricndfliip  of  the  Gri- 
fons ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  valley,  having 
ho  power  to  refort  to  for  pfote&ion,  have  en- 
dured a  regular  courfe  of  oppreffiou  *m<fer  tktf 
government  of  *  free  ftat& 
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Government  of  the  Valteline. 


HE  geographical  divifion  of  the  Valteline 
is  into  three  principal  diftri&s,  and  the  political 
into  five  governments. 

The  three  diftria*  are,  i.  Terzero  di  Sora>  or 
the  Upper  Diftria.  2.  Terzero  di  Mezzo,  or 
the  Middle  Diftria.  3.  Terzero  di  Sotto,  or  the 
Lower  Diftria./ 

The  five  governments  are,  i.  of  the  Upper 
Diftria.  2.  Of  the  Middle  Diftria,  called  alfo 
the  Government  of  Sondrto.  3.  Of  Teglio. 
4.  Of  Morbegno.     5.  Of  Traona. 

Each  of  thefe  five  governments  is  fubje£t  to  a 
magiftrate  appointed  by  the  Grifons,  who  is 
changed  every  two  years.  The  magiftrate  over 
the  Middle  Diftria  is  called  governor  of  the  Val- 
teline, and  poffeffes  in  fome  refpeft  a  fuperior 
degree  of  authority  to  the  others,  who  are  ftyled 
podeftas.  He  is  alio  captain  general  of  the  Val- 
teline. 

Vol.  IL  S  But 
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But  before  I  proceed  to  explain  the  form  of 
government,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  lay  before 
you  the  method  of  ele&ing  the  governor  and 
podeftas,  to  whom  the  Grifons  delegate  their 
authority  over  the  Valteline. 

In  the  year  i6os,  the  venality  and  injuftice  of 
thefe  raagiltrates  had  arifen  to  fucn  an  exceffive 
height,  that  fome  remedy  feemed  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary.- The  caufe  of  this  injuftice  wai  evident- 
ly derived  from  the  public  fale  of  the  govern- 
ments, and  the  (hare  of  the  fines  for  criminal  bf- 
fences,  which  tofe  partly  appropriated  to  the 
Grifons,  and  partly  to  the  governors  *.  In  or- 
der to  prevent  corruption  in  the  diftribution  of 
the  offices,  ancl'exattion  in  the  governors,  two 
important  changes  were  made.  Inftead  of  one 
perfon  being  appointed  to  fill  the  vacant  <*&&, 
four  candidates  were  nominated  by  thfe  commu- 
nity, to  whom  the  turn  of  ele&ibn  belonged, 
and  thefe  four  drew  lots  for  the  charge.  But  tins 
alteration  would  have  been  attended  with  few  W 
neficial  elfc&s,  if  it  had  not  been  fotldifred  by 
another,  namely,  that  the  (Upend  of  the  rover*  . 
oors  ihould  be  tripled,  and  that,  they  Ihould  Wve 
no  mane  in  the  fines :  jet  thefe  falutary  reraja? 
tiont,  as  they  prevented  the . Grifons  from  idllgg 
the  governments  at  fp  high  a  price,. v were  a  few 
years,  afterwards  abolifhed  by  the  diet.,  -In  or- 
derft  however  to  preferve  fome  appearances  of 
impartiality  in  the  choice  of  the. magistrates  j  it 

*  It  w  rttc&iry  to  apprife  the  readfr,  \htt  tf  hea  I  «(e  ]ht 
Ivotd  governor  Amply*  I  ipgty :  fe  indifcriminatbly  to  tbegovcr- 
Lor  of  th*  Vilteline  and  the  four  pod'cAbs* 
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*as  ^ttptilated  itathe  treaty  fcf  Mlbcr^  ilhattteefe 
ta*idiflate$  fhotrtd  bt  tiominattd  by  the  cemimiu 
nity  to  whom  the  ele&ion  belongs,  and  thaPt  trtft 
rf  thdi  ftetrld  te  *]3pbinted  try  thfe  dfet.  Yet 
this  mode  is  *  mere  formality :  three  :*te  always 
|>flefe**ted ;  but  the  diet  never  fails  to  nominate 
«!he  pericte  refebntttittided  by  the  cwntimnlty. 
ThdTe  itogiftraefes  ate  rildwed  to  bfe  openfy  put- 
chtffed :  in  genial,  part  afthe  money  is  affigftel 
to  Ate  TMftlhc  fand  df  the  tommunity,  and  thfc  • 
remainder  is  diftributed  among  the  body  of  thfc 
7*bplfe,  *n  whbm  *hfe  fight  bfele&ion  is  V6fted, 
and  whofe  votes  are  feldom  obtained  With- 
«tit  *aaittoftal  bribes.  It  tffli  eafity  be  hna- 
giheti  *#hat  a  area^fal  fctene  (X  *  tortuption  ft 
^penefl^y  this  ittbdte  4cfF  proceeding  j  and  ho* 

*  ttai  fe&feort*  %*h«  Writes  and'  fotfrifcbers,  -wito  irate  "wrh- 
■an  upon  the  <3tH«s,  tewmirfiuhd  to  ewiMetaie  the  it]  af- 
ieds  rslolaqg  from  thU  file  «of  <goverrtatehts,  which  it  -to- 
'fodrifed  bylaw ;  but  none  have  e^pftMTcd  their  difarprobation 
ito  ftrcttger  tends  thati  FdrtjAiattte  JuvaJta,  in  the  following 
iffffflgt,  fVom'amtotficrtpt^dcouat^thcGrifoiw: 

:%U*  oddites  H  prtftrtim  *Z  qmt/hofiu  'illas\pr*fi9uY*t 
ajpitabaat,  nan  a&Ur  .yuan  *ambUu  let  torgitionibus  voti  com- 
fMesJkrent.     Omnia  own  yenatia  jproftabanf,  nmttfecus  aevdia 


fid  tunmuniUOe*  inkigrxetoam  exnyvnubantut,  neque' erubfeaut 
prtfeQurdm  convbunitatu  cum  legatumibus  ad  autat  feu  eon- 
ventus  publico*  1  quorum  in  ifforum  nuuui  trot  eleffio,  turn  of* 
jfetfc  dfiMfo*  et  Ofitr  tmUmnetuii  toMmunitati  fr'ovttiktltibu*, 
Vtofill* pMto*3tem+a>j  dokjKftito  pvtfo  ki'mukosuHH&f  *enabt9 
d  me  <qmd  ambigi  fqffeh  pmbfait  tabuts  ferfcripHi  tmfetafe. 
lna\gn*  prorftu  mured  HbertaU,  utpote  mas  Ulam  torn  tutpittr 
el  federate  brojfanarent  ac  projfauercnt.  Emtorcsifti  emeban*t  ut 
edrhu  vender***  tdetjut ubi  fpes  uRquu  hicri  dffatgeba,  ynents 
*fnurvtnakre*p*ntb*mt  Ttflus  tiffbWibw>adalSba*t. 

&  *  fretpentky 
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frequently  perfons  are  appointed  to  the  govern- 
ments,  who  are  totally  inadequate  to  the  dis- 
charge of  their  trull. 

Thefe  magiftrates,  as  reprefentative$  ofthefo- 
voreign  (late,  enjoy  the  fupreme  authority,  and 
are  entrufted  with  the  power  of  life  and  death  j 
a^d  if  they  are  apparently  controlled  by  the  laws, 
they  devife  means  to  evade  them.  But  their 
authority  will  be  beft  underftood  frbm  a  detail  of 
the  civil  and  criminal  courts  of  juftice  eftablifhed 
in  this  country. 

The  criminal  tribunal  is  compofed  of  the  go- 
vernor, vicar,  and  affeflbr. 

The  governor  arrefts,  imprifons,  and  examines 
the  delinquent :  though,  according  to  the  letter 
of  the  law,  no  examination  ought  to  be  made 
but  in  the  prefence  of  the  vicar  and  affeflbr. 
The  criminal  being  convi&ed,  and  the  fentence 
pafled,  the  governor  enjoys  the  power  of  remit- 
ting or  diminishing  the  punifhment,  excepting  in 
cafes  of  high  treafon,  premeditated  murder,  or 
fuch  enormous  crimes.  He  has  a  fmall  annual 
ftipend  paid  by  the  Valteline,  but  the  chief  part 
of  his  income  is  derived  from  the  fines  for  cri- 
minal offences,  of  which  he  receives  two-thirds. 
In  all  trials  he  is  bound  to  follow  the  penal  sta- 
tutes, which  arc  drawn  up  with  great  precifion 
and  clearnefs. 

The  vicar  is  always  a  Grifon :  he  is  chofen 
by  rotation  from  the  feveral  communities,  in  the 
following  manner:  Three  candidates  are  pre- 
sented to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Valteline,  vho 
appoint  one  of  them  to  the  vacant  office.  Tbi* 
mode  was  adopted  in  the  treaty  of  1 639,  in  or- 
der to  check  corruption,  but  it  has  not  been  at- 
tended with  the  defired  effeft.  The  community, 
in  whofe  turn  it  is  to  eleft  the  three  candidates, 

leaves 
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leaves  to  the  perfon  who  has  purchafed  the  office 
the  power  of  nominating  his  two  aflbciates ;  and 
the  diet  in  delivering  in  the  three  names,  recom- 
mends the  perfon  who  had  been  previoyfly  de- 
figned  by  the  community,  and  this  recommenda- 
tion is  always  accepted  by  the  Valteline.  The 
vicar  ought  to  attend  in  perfon  all  trials  when 
the  governor  examines  the  prifonert ;  but  this 
cuftom  is  now  fallen  into  difufe,  and  in  lieu  of 
his  attendance,  he  receives  an  annual  fum  of 
1127  Grifon  florins,  about  83/.  from  the.goveri 
nor  of  the  Valteline  and  each  of  the  four  po- 
deflas :  a  (hameful  elufion,  as  the  vicar  was  de- 
Hgned  to  be  a  kind  of  counfel  in  favour  of  the 
prifoner,  and  to  prevent  injuftice  in  the  mode  of 
examination.  When  the  prifoner  is  convi&ed, 
an  account  of  the  procefs  is  laid  before  the  vicar, 
who  muft  confirm  the  fentence.  Torture,  for 
the  purpofe  pi  forcing  confeffion,  cannot  be  in- 
flifted  without  his  confent,  ani  in  his  prefence, 
which  is  never  difpenfed  with/  Befides  a  fmall 
falary,  and  the  above-mentioned  annual  fum  of 
1 1 27  florins,  as  a  premium  for  not  attending  at 
the  trials,  he  has  a  ftated  allowance,  as  well  for 
every  confutation,  as  for  every  time  that  he  is 
is  prefent  at  the  infliftion  of  torture. 

The  affeflbr  muft  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  Val- 
teline :  he  is  nominated  by  the  vicar  from  three 
candidates,  chofen  reciprocally  from  each  of  the 
three  Terzeros,  Kis  vote  is  'neceflkry  to  concur 
with  the  vicar  in  ordering  torture :  he  muft  alfo 
attend  whqji  it  is  applied,  and  muft  confirm  the 
fentence  paffed  againit  the  convi&ed  perfons. 
He  has  no  regular  falary,  but  his  profit^  depend 
upon  the  number  of  proceffes  in  which  he  is 
confulted.    This  is  the  only  oflice  which  gives  to 

the 
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the inhabitant  of  the  Valteline  any  flw*0  ia  the 
criminal  iturifprudence. 

The  affefior,  according  to  the,  origwd  inten- 
tion of  the  ftatutes,  ought  to  be  a  perfea  Wl 
verfed  in  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  fbould  be 
confidered  aa  an  advocate  for  the  accufcd ;  but 
as  he  is  obliged  to  the  vicar  foi  his,  nomination  *, 
be  is  commonly  his  creature,,  and  feldom  gives 
his  vote  in  oppofition  to  him.     Mar  indeed  is  it 
yet  a  decided  point,  whether  the  concurrence  of 
the  affeflbr  is  absolutely  ^ecefliwy  for  patfpg  i 
definitive  Jentence*    1  he  cafe  is  without  prece- 
dent, but  was  once  very  near  being,  broght  ta  a 
deciuon.    The  affeflbr  diferqd  ftom  the  opinion 
of  the  governor  and  vi<^r,  and  refuted  to  give 
his  concuf  rence  for  the  conviAion  and  pumflv 
ment  of  a  criminal.    In  this,  dilemma,  the  afiw 
was  referred  fuccefliveij  to  the  two  other  c^Aj- 
dates  fox  the  a&iTorfiiip,  who  had  beeaprefeitei 
to.  the  vicar  for  hi&  nonunion.    $^wfcbfc»d* 
ipg  they  agreed  with  th^  a&gfc,  k  WV  ftiU  $ir 
pated  vrhetW  tjbe  affefifcff*  3$  a  fewwt.  «tf  the^r 
cax,  could  a$  in  dhrsft  Qppofition  to  hfc  opiwn, 
aad;  prevail  agahtft  him*    IT*  sale  >*as  ft  estMr 
ordinary  tha*  it  wa«  propoied  to  appeal  tatfc* 
diet ;  but  fome  of  the  chwl  nohtas  q£  the  Vsjt- 
leKne,  concl^ng*  that  the  (frifoiM  ^o.nkj  de- 
cide in  favour  oMh^ir  ^wn  r*pi$f*iitaitives»  to- 
duced  the  vfcar  to  dro^,  the  qpftal  i  aad  the 
affair  wa*  comp*ouiifed  without  coating  tt>* 
decifiou, 

*  UfiialW  tfee  *foflW  fitter  ftp  the  vic*r  frr  MaappWB* 
mtDtt  f>r  clfa  delivers  him  ?ll  his  regular  foes  of  offac. 

Such 
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Such  is  the  reqeral  theory  of  the  criminal  ju- 
rifprud^nce  yi  this  country,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  power  bf  the  governor  is  limited  as  w^Il 
by  the  drift  letter  of  the  law,  as  by  the  inter- 
ference of  the  vicar  and  affeffor,  whqfe  concur- 
rence is   necefjary  for  palling  a  final  fentence. 
But  this  limitation  exifts  only  in  theory ;  for  the 
laws  are  eafily  eluded,  and  even  made  fubfervient 
to  the  copviliion  of  the  innocent  as  well  as  the 
guilty.     The  vicar  and  affeffor,  be  they  ever  fo 
upright,    can  hardly  prevent  the  opprefiion  of 
the  judges ;  and  if  they  are  themfelves  rapacious, 
they  receive  their  fhare  of  thq  plunder,  hy  con* 
nivmg  at  the  governor's  injuftice* 

As  I  have  gained  fome  mfight  into  the  prac- 
tice of  the  cpurts  of  juftice,  I  mall  lay  before  you 
the  general  mode  or  proceeding,  from  arrefting 
the  criminal  to  his  fyiaj  fentence,  interfperfing 
the  account  with  occaftonal  remarks,  which  wilj 
jfexve  to  (hew  the  abufea  introduced  into  the  ad-r 
pyniftration  of  justice. 

The  ggvernpr  fends  out  the  order  of  arreft, 
and  commits  the  criminal  to  prifon.  He  detain* 
&m  in  confinement  as  long  a§  he  pleafcs,  delay* 
fag  or  haftening  tl\e  inquiry  qs  tye  thinks  $t.  ITle 
e^Lminatioq  is  fecrpt,  no  qne  being  prefent  but 
thegqvprnQr,  or  Jus  iubftitute,  and  the  notary, 
tfho  writes  $own  the  procefs.  It  muft  be  evi- 
dent  to  all,  with  fcqw  much  eafe  perfpn$  verfed 
in  thp  arts  of  chicanery  pan  browbeat  the  igno- 
rant, and  perplex  tnp  prifoners,  who  are  allowe4 
flo  coupfel.  If  the  criminal  is  fouqd  guilty,  what- 
ever is  his  crime,  he  m^y  make  a  compofition 
tyith  the  governor  before  the  cafe  is  referred  tq 
the  vicar ;  or,  in  other  words,  as  the  examina* 
ft9P  if  ferret,  tfye  governor  can  drefs  out  the 

procefs 
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procefs  in  the  mod  favourable  manner,  and 
may  give  what  explanation,  to  the  affair  he 
pleafes. 

If  no  compofition  is  made,  the  cafe  is  laid  be- 
fore the  vicar  and  the  affeflbr,  who  are  obliged 
Xo  give  their  vote  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
law ;  and  as  the  ftatutes  are  very  fevere,  the  pe« 
nalties  are  either  heavy  fines  or  corporal  puniib* 
mem.  \n  the  former  circumftance,  the  gover- 
nor receives  two,thirds  of  the  fine ;  and,  as  in 
the  latter,  he  has  the  power  of  remitting  the 
puniihment,  excepting*  for  the  molt  atrocious 
crimes,  he  generally  accepts  a  commutation  in 
money,  if  the  prifoner  is  able  to  pay  it.  By 
thefe  means  n&oft  offences  may  be  eafily  com- 
pounded for ;  a  circumftance  which  empowers 
the  rich  to  commit  crimes  with  impunity.  It  is, 
however,  a  matter  of  little  conference  to  the 
governor  whether  the  prifoner  is  rich  or  poor  : 
in  the  firft  inftance  he  may  receive  a  compofition 
from  the  prifoner  himfelf*  in  the  latter  from  the 
pariih.  For,  in  cafe  the  puntfhment  for  the 
crime  is  corporal,  the  expences  attending  it  are 
confidence*  ?&  the  executioner  of  Coire  muft 
inflift  it ;  for  which  region  the  governor  gene- 
rally remit?  the  penalty,  and  receives  from  thq 
parifti  a  compofition  in  money  fomewhat  lefs  than 
the  expences  of  infli&ing  corporal  puniihment 
wouW  have  been  attended  with. 

We  m^y  add  to  the  lift  of  grievances  above- 
mentioned,  the  power  poffefled  by  the  magistrates 
of  delegating  their  authority  without  refiuing  in 
the  government.  If  the  delegate  is  a  Grifon,  he 
is  called  A/Jijientey  if  an  inhabitant  of  the  Val- 
teline,  Tenpnte.    Jle  either  purchases  the  fines 
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and  perquifites  upon  a  calculation  of  their  average 
value*  or  is  refponfible  for  them  to  the  governor. 
In  fome  places  the  delegation  is  almoft  always 
bought  by  the  fame  perfon,  who  refides  upon 
the  fpot,  and  becomes  as  it  were  a  perpetual 
•  judge.     In    others  a  fociety  of  perfons  join  to 
purchafe  the  profits  of  the  magiftracy ;  they  ap- 
point the  nominal  delegate,  and  fecretly  direft 
the  proceffes.    Such  a  delegation  may  be  called 
a  fettled  tyranny,  and  according  to  the  expreffion 
of  an  elegant  author  #,  "  ejiablijhes  a  whole/ale 
trajjic  between  criminals  and  courts  ofjuftice"  . 

From  this  general  view  of  the  criminal  jurif- 
prudence  of  the  Valteline,  we  may  readily  infer 
the  wretched  fituation  of  the  inhabitants ;  where 
the  fupreme  magistrate  purchafes  a  temporary  of- 
fice at  an  exorbitant  price,  and  has  an  inadequate 
falary  ;  where  the  principal  profits  of  his  charge 
arife  from  the  fines  for  criminal  offences,  and 
where  it  is  his  intereft  to  arraign  and  to  convitt  ; 
-and  where  he  is  himfelf  the  interpreter  of  the 
lavfcj.of  which  he  is  commonly  ignorant,  the 
accufer  of  the  party  and  the  judge. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  power  which 
the  governor  enjoys  of  pardoning  all  offences 
except  the  moft  atrocious  crimes.  A  pardon  of 
this  fort  is  called  liberatione\  and  there  are 
printed  papers  that  contain  its  form,  in  which 
blank  fpaces  are  left  for  the  name  of  the  perfon, 
for  the  crime  committed,  for  the  date,  and  for 
the  fignature  of  the  judge.    I  enclofe  a  copy 

*  Eden'?  Principles  pf  Penal  Law,  p.  6i. 

of 
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of  a  iteration  #  :  it  brings  to  my  recollection 
thofe  a£U  pf  indulgence,  which  tjie  Catholics 
obtain  from  Rome  tor  the  absolution  of  their 
figs  ;  with  thi$  difference,  that  the  latter  refers, 
to  a  future  (late,  the  former  to  this  life. 

The  price  of  thefe  pardons  varies  according  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  crime,  the  condition  of 
the  perion  who  committed  it,  and  more  parti- 
cularly the  time  iu  which  it  is  granted  y  for  the 

*  Tbt  following  is  the  form  of  a  liberation  % 

Podeftt  Regente  della  Giuriffzioae  di  Tirana, 

e  fqt  Pertineofe,  kc.  Giudice  dc*  Malefic 

coo  Mcro,  e  Mifto  Impero,  c,  con 

auv>ri$a  di  Spada,  fee. 

Per  tenor  della  preftnte,  tid  iq  ogni  altro  migtior  mocEo, 
%c  atfciatno  libento  «4  atfoho,  ficcojQQ  tfcariaao  ed  ajTol- 
two,  ft^rp  cd  affpitQ  <#ere  fogliWt  e  ^cfcawn*  cttc 

/fcrr  /fc  juijr*  oftbefetfon  it  htfertfi. 

da  ogni,  e  cpalfifia  pena  pecuniaria,  arbkvaria,  o  aflkthadat 
Corpo,  ndh  qpak  fia  Ucorfo,  o  abbia  point*  i*Wrer$  per 


Here  the  crime  u  mentioned, 

I  tain.  Da  ogni  akra  cola  annefla,  commoft  |  iacidtnje ;  i(- 
fchaote ;  emergome,  c  dipendetite  dalle  pre m*ffi  fcc.  fcii 
caflaado,  &c.  aanuUaodq,  &c  comm^p4ai\4°»  *e.  in^K»todo» 
ftc.  reftitucndo,  Ac.  fnpplendo,  &c.  Elfendo  Noi  al(a  -fad- 
detta  LiberazioDC  divenuti  attefa  HAutorita,  con  cut,  &c.  ti 
attefa  nna  tenue  compofizionc  con  Noi,  in  nome  ancora  dell' 
E.  C.  D.  fatta,  e  pagatacL 

Bat.  in  Tirano  dal  Prctorio  quefto  giorno  anno 

furo 
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^^..  *  greyer  when  9  gvrexiu*  firft  enter* 
ujhxoJiw  office*  than  vhen  lie  is  rftiring  frortt 
it. 

Sowcdnws,  dwi«g  the  kft  two  or  three  hours 
-pteviiotfs  IQ  the  cypiratioa  of  the  office,  pardon* 
maty  W  prowed  at  the  low  eft  vale ;  and  I  was 
a$0?e*li  from  ve*y  good  authority,  that  a  Ubers*- 
Ben  fcx*  hopiicide  has  not  unfrequently  been  ob- 
tained for  about  four  pewe* 

X>a  pot  fappofe  that  this  account  of  the  vena- 
ftty  which  feigns  throijghoijt  the  Valine  is 
hfigktened}  for  I  h^ve  taken  gre?t  pains  to  af- 
cort^i^  tho  tfuth,  and  it  ha?  been  confirmed  to 
WO  by  persons  of  aU  ranks,  both  in  tho  Grifon 
*n4  fybje#  cpi*ntrio$. 

fc^es  wiH  you  ho  led  to  imagine  that  all  the 
govftrtw*  «?e  equity  rapacious  and  unjuft.  tike 
tho  ljUpn?n  psoeonfyls,  fome  cany  their  rapine 
fa  th*  heigh*,  others  are  iefs  cxafting,  and  a  hv 
q$o  ftoo  e¥«i  froip  tho  taoft  diftant  imputation  of 

T"ho  civil  «WK>  of  juftico  remain  to  he  cofe- 
fidered* 

Although  tho  gQ>v$ntor  pro  fides  in  thefo  courts 

and,  paffo  fwtepce*  yet  by  a  fingufer  privilege 

the  $aufe  is  not  always  loft  to  his  abfolute  dedU 

fop.    Do  oxamass  tho  vitnefifes,.  and  makea  out 

thoprooo&i  but*  at  the  fequeft  of  either  p*rty, 

the  qatfo  t»*y  ho  wftnod  to  an  arbitrator,  ^ho 

is  called  Savio.    He  is  either  nominated  by  the 

tariff  rod  defendant ;  or,  if  they  cannot  agree, 

14  chofen  by  tot  in  the  following  manner.    The 

plaintiff  and  defendant  appoint  eaeh  fa  perfens ; 

from  tho  fix  appointed  by  the  defendant  the 

plaintiff  felefts  one ;    the  defendant  nominates 

*      one  of  the  fix  chofen  by  the  plaintiff;  and  thefe 

two 
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two  perfons  draw  lots  who  fhall  be  arbitrator. 
He  then  examines  the  a&s  of  the  procefs,  gives 
his  opinion,  which  is  called  in  the  ftatutes  of  the 
country  //  Conftglib  del  Savio,  and  the  governor 
is  bound  to  fubmit  to  his  decifion.  The  obliga- 
tion of  the  governor  to  follow  the  opinion  ef  the 
arbitrator  is  lb  ftrong,  that  according  to  the  fta- 
tutes, if  he  refufes  to  pafs  fentence,  the  opinion 
of  the  Savio  is  ipfofatto  a  decifion. 

From  this  decifion  there  lies  an  appeal  to  two 
arbitrators  called  Probi,  who  are  appointed  by 
the  parties  in  the  manner  abovementioned : 
fhould  they  difagree,  then  the  two  parties  amica- 
bly nominate  a  counfellor,  who  accedes  to  one 
of  the  Probi;  and  this  fentence  is  final,  if  it 
concurs  with  that  of  the  Savio  ;  but  otherwise, 
there  lies  a  farther  appeal  either  to  the  fyndicate 
or  diet,  and  ultimately  to  the  fevdral  communi- 
ties of  the  three  leagues.  When  the  governor 
decides  in  the  firft  inftance  he  receives  three  per 
cent,  of  the  contefted  property,  but  only  one  per 
etnt*  when  recourfe  is  had  to  arbitration,  the 
other  two  per  cent,  being  paid  to  the  Savio. 

By  this  Angular  privilege  of  referring  to  arbi- 
tration in  all  caufes  of  property,  the  civil  courts 
of  ju (lice  are  not  open  to  fuch  corruption  as  the 
criminal  tribunals ;  and  yet  venality  has  taken  fo 
deep  a  root  in  the  affairs  of  this  unhappy  coun- 
try, that  bribery  finds  its  way  even  into  die  civil 
tribunals. 

When  the  civil  caufes  are  brought  in  the 
governor's  courts  and  decided  by  him  without  the 
intervention  of  the  Savio  and  Probi,  thtre  lies 
an  appeat  to  the  fyndicate,  a  body  whofe  office  I 
fhall  now  explain. 

At 
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-At  the  end  of  every  two  years,  when  the  ina~ 
;iftracies  expire,  fyndicates  are  appointed  by  the' 
Republic  of  the  Griibn*,  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
quiring into  the  adminiftration  of  the  fevcral 
governors,  and  of  hearing  appeals  from  their  de- 
cifiofiSv    This  court  is  compofed  of  nine  mem- 
bers, including  the  prefident;  they  are  chofen 
•reciprocally  by  the  communities,  three  from  each 
league.     They  make  a  circuit  into  each  of  the 
fubjcft  provinces  ;  fend  out  proclamations,  that 
they  are  ready  to  receive  all  accufations  againft 
the  governors,    examine  witneffeft,    decide  all 
appeals,  and  can  mitigate  all  fines  impofed,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  •  vicar  and  affeflbr. 
They,  do  not,  however,  finally  determine  in  civil 
catties,  in  the  laft  refort,  which  may  be  referred 
from  their  derifion  to  the  diet.     The  fyndicate, 
which  was  intended  to  oppafe  corruption  and  in* 
juftice,  is  neverthelels  the  great  fupport  of  both. 
•Nor  can  it  be  otherwife  ;  for  the  fyndics  pur- 
chafe  their  office  from  the  feveral  communities  j 
and  as  their  falary  is  very  fmalL,  they  can  only 
reimburfe  themfeives  by  receiving  bribes  from 
the  judges  or  from  the  appellants.    Their  office 
is  bought  for  a  greater  or  fmaller  fum,  as  there 
are  more  ?r  left  appeals  of  confequence  to  be 
fubraitted  to  their  arbitration.    And  what  is 
pregnant  with  ftiil  greater  abufes,  when  a  caufe 
of  great  importance  is  to  be  referred  to  the  fyn- 
dicate, the  governors  frequently  purchafe  from 
the  feveral  communities,  in  whofe  right  the  elec- 
tion is  for  that  time  vetted,  the  power  of  nomi- 
nating the  fyndics,  and  of  courfe  appoint  their 
own  creatures.    Hence  this  court  is  become  fo 
corrupt  as  to  give  rife  to  a  proverb,  "  as  venal 
us  the  fyndicate." 

Having 
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Having  thus  endeavoured  to  dtaw  a  general 
fltetch  of  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisprudence  in 
this  couAtry,  I  4hall  now  mention  the  tio&eftic 
admmlftrition  of  affairs. 

All  public  concerns,  which  do  not  foH  under 
the  jurifdr&ion  of  the  Grifons,  are  difcufed  atei 
determined,  by  a  council  compbfed  of  five  repre- 
femarives,  one  from  each  diftrifL  which  metis 
as  occafion  requires  at  Sondrib.  Previous  to  its 
fitting,  the  public  notary  writes  to  the  feveral 
parifhes  of  the  five  governments^  informing  therii 
of  the  bufinefc  to  be  tranfa&ed : .  each  parah  has 
its  meeting,  in  which  every  houfeholder  po&eflet 
a  vote ;  tod  each,  diftrifit  has  its  aflemUy  com* 
pofed  of  deputies  ftbm  the  fevcral  parities,  whtt 
fchorofe  the  reprefentatives.  In  all  affairs  of  im* 
portance,  the:  reprefentatives  are.  bound  to  vott 
in*  conformity  to  mftrudions  frefceived  from  their 
conftituents,  and  all  tranfa&iofis  are  decided  \yf 
a  majority  6f  voices.  The  council  is  ^mpowei*4 
to  demand  a  redrefs  bf  grievances  from  the  Git 
iona,  and  to  r&nonftrate  agamft  infra&ions  of 
the  privileges. granted  to  the  inhabitants  by  the 
Capitulation  of  Milan.  .The  gdvevner  of  the 
Valteline  is  prefeht,  bat  has  no  vote* 

The  tribute  which  the  Valteltne  pays  *o  the 
Grifons  is  fo  finally  the  felartes  tf  die  gevtenOft 
fo  iiKonfiderabte,  afrd  ail  tfotifek  fo  tiaflingt  that 
moft  writers,  who  have  had  occafton  to  mention 
this  valley,  have  defcribed  it  as  the  mftft  hsppy 
•and  tine  lead  opprefied  of  all  (bbjeft  provisoes  $ 
without  refle&ng*  that  iiotwithftandfng  ihtiTe  ad- 
vantages,  rite  country  is  annuatty  dhaiAed  tf  a 
funi  very  difproporttonate  to  theaWity  of  the 
Inhabitants. 


X&verttinentofkbe  ValtikinK  lyi 

,  ft  li  ^fitUft  to  afcertfcift  Ac  *xa&  amount  of 
tMs  fata,  is  it  iarffes  thtefly  from  thfe  feteret  a* 
wfefl  afe  ptibftc  profits  t>f  the  courts  ttf  jaftite- 
But  when  we  confider  that  the  great$ft  plrt  is 
ptdtivred.  by  extortion ;  that  fcafrcely  any  diftiiic- 
tt6ti  is  ttadt  between  innocence  atid  guilt ;  that 
great  Crime*  are  committed  with  impunity,  and 
pttty  dfefttii  art  AjveVely  puniflred ;  Wfe  may 
adi,  tt&t  the  toode  of  e*a#ron  is  mott  detrf- 
ttetttii  to thfcedttytiy  than  the  loft  of  the  fpecie 
itfelf j  inafmuch  as  a  cottupt  admifciftratfon  of 
juitice  is  the  worft  of  all  opprefiions. 

The  clergy  of  the  Valteline  are  not  refponfible 
to  the  ordinary  cdtfrts  trf  juftice,  their  hhmtihi- 
ties  being  fo  exorbitant  as  to  render  them  almoft 
independent  of  the  civil  authority.  They  are 
only  amenable  to  the  court  of  the  bifhop  of  Co- 
mo.  If  a  prieft  is  -guilty  of  any  mifdemeanor, 
his  perfon  cannot  be  fecured  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  bilhop,  and  governor  of  the  diftri& 
in  which  the  crime  was  committed.  It  is  there- 
fore extremely  difficult  to  bring  an  ecclefiaftic  to 
juftice,  as  impunity  is  eafily  purchafed,  either  by 
fecuring  the  favour  of  the  bifhop's  vicar  or  of  the 
magiftrate.  Nor  are  thefe  pernicious  privileges 
confined  merely  to  the  clergy,  but  extend  to  all 
perfons  wearing  an  ecclefiaftical  drefs,  by  the 
permiffion  of  the  biihop  of  Coiuo.  .» 

The  Grifons  have  frequently  endeavoured  to 
annihilate  thefe  immunities,  but  always  without 
effect.  The  nobles  of  the  Valteline  are  inter- 
ested to  fupport  the  privileges  of  the  clergy,  be- 
cause they  can  -eafily  procure  the  permiffion.  of 
wearing  the  ecclefiaftical  drefs,  and  becaufe  they 
can  fecure  their  property,  by  leaving  theit  eft&tes 
to  the  clergy  at  the  extinction  of  all  the  heirs 

named 
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named  in  the  fucceflkm.    Such  eftates,  cal^d 
beneficia  gentilitia,  are  very  common  in  the  Val- 
teline,  and  cannot  be  feized  for  debt,  or  confif- 
cated. 

All  civil  caufes  of  the  clergy,  below  the  value 
of  two  hundred  livres  %  are  decided  by  the  vicar 
of  the  bilhop  of  Como :  above  that  Aim  they  are 
brought  before  the  bifhop.  An  appeal  from  his 
decifion  lies  to  the  pope's  nuncio  at  Lucera, 
from  him  to  the  ecclefiaftical  tribunal  at  Aquilea, 
and  from  thence  to  Rome.       ' 


•  Sixty-four  Valteline  lirret  =  *  pound  ftcrling. 
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Teglio- — Sondrio-r  Anecdotes  of  the  Painter  Ligarfo 
•—Morbegm — Delebio*  ■ 


I 


KSTEAD  of  proceeding  by  the  neareft  road 
from  Tirano  to  Sondrio,  I  made  a  circuit  by 
Teglio.  I  pafied  over  the  plain  of  Tirano,  rich 
in  ail  the  productions  of  nature,  and  continued 
for  ibme  way  at  the  foot  of  the  northern  ridge  of 
mountains,  which  are  highly  cultivated  to  their 
very  fummits.  Lower  towards  the  6outh-eaft, 
and  further  towards  the  north-eaft,  the  tops  o£ 
the  rugged  Alps  make  their  appearance,  gliften- 
ing  with  fnow.  I  pafied  through  a  continued 
vineyard,  find  the  foil  is  fo  fertile,  that  corn, 
millet,  flafc,  and  hemp,  are  fown  among  the 
vines,  which  hang  over  them  in  beautiful  fef* 
tooils.  Every  village  is  adorned  with  a  thick 
grove  of  chefnut  trees,  whofe  rich  and  dark  fo* 
fiage  produces  a  pleafing  effect 

Teglio,  the  capital  of  the  government' of  the 
feme  name,  is  fitnated  upon  the  top  of  a  moun- 
tain, abouc  nine  mile*  fiW  Tirana,  and  twelve 

Voj-.IL  X  from 
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from  Sondrio.    It  is  a  long  draggling  place,  and 
contains  about  three  hundred  houfes.    Clofe  to 
the  town  are  the  ruins  of  a  fortrefs  Handing  upon 
an  infulated  rock,  and  formerly  efteemed  of  great 
ftrength.    This  elevated  fpot  commands  a  very 
rich  and  extenfive  profped  from  Tirano  to  the 
lower  part  .of  the  valley  beyond  Sondrio,  as  far 
as  Morbegno.     The  government  of  Teglio   is 
faid  to  comprize  the  twelfth  part  of  the  Valte- 
line :    it  is  the  mod  populous  diftrift,  and  con* 
tains  about  eight  thoufand  fouls.     It  produces 
ip  a  good  feafon  much  jnore  cgm  than  is  fcfli* 
cient  for  the  consumption  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
rivals  Sondrio  and  Tirano  in  the  goodnefs  of  its 
wine. 

Finding  little  at  Teglio  but  the  face  of  the 
country  to  excite  my  curiofity,  I  proceeded  ia 
my  journey  to  Sondrio,  through  a  trad  equally 
cultivated  with  that  which  I  had  already  palfed. 
I  defcended  by  a  gentle  flope  until  I  came  to  the 
Adda,  which  i  followed,  as  k  roars  through  the 
plain,  fotnetimes  confined  in  a  narrow  channel* 
fometimes  expanding  itfdf  in  a  wider  bod,  and 
threatening  the  country  with  continual  inunda- 
tions, 

Sondrio  is  die  rapital  of  the  vaUejr,  the  refi* 
dence  of  the  governor  of  the  Vakehne  and  of 
the  vicar ;  but,  like  all  the  towns  I  have  hither* 
to  feen  in  this  valley,  it  has  a  deferted  appear-* 
ance :  there  is  little  appearance  of  trade,  and  no 
animation.  The  town,  partly  built  in  a  plain, 
and  partly  upon  the  fides  of  a  rock,  is  placed  ia 
a  very  romantic  fituatioi*,  at  the  extremity  of  a 
narrow  valley,  and  occupies  both  fides  pf  the 
Malenco,  a  ftiribus  torrent  which  frequently 
overflows  its  banks.     Many  of  the  houfes  ase 

very 
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-vtty  imitent ;  for  I  obferved  the  arms  df  the 
"Wconti,  formerly  llie  fovereigns  of  this  eountry, 
painted  upon  their  walls ;  thefe  arms,  reprefent- 
ing  ah  enormous  ferpent  crushing  a  man  be- 
tween Hh  teedl,  are  too  remarkable  to  efeape 
tibfervatioh. 

The  Valteline,  *rom  its  neighbourhood  to 
Itily,  Jhasiiribibed  a  tafte  for  the^ne  arts,  and 
tfhere  are  -many  ttollefiions  of  piftures  Which  are 
tiot  uhworthy  of  notice.  This  country,  how- 
«eret,'has  produced  few  artifts  of  toy  eminence. 
3*ietro  L'igatio  ts  almoft  the  only  painter  who 
^eferves  to  be  ihentkrned,  and  bis  name  it  fcareefy 
folowh  beyond  the.  Hmits  of  the  Valtelihe*  i> 

^Li^arW  was  bofrn  at  Sondrio,  hi  i€88,  <tf  the  f 

andttm ;  family  t)f  Ligafio,  whidh  took  its  namfc  * 

from  *.  nefehboilHng  village  dfihtit  appellation, 
fiairhig  ififcoverW  *  lively  genius,  ahd  a  tafte 
for/*he  ^egfutt  arts,  foe  was  ferit  when  very 
^rbung  to-'Rome,  under  the  care  off  LafcaroBaldt, 
from  whom  he  learnt  that  exa&nefs  of  defign 
which  Aaraifterizes  the  Roman /fthool.  From 
thenc*  lie  repaired  to  Venice,  tfh^^e  he  pafled 
$om£  *ime  fti  'ftudying- fhat  exquifite  colouring, 
for^hichthe  Venetian  matters  are  fb  remarkably 
Tffiftraguifhed.  He  made  hiirfftlf  fifft  ktiown  at 
Mi&fc,  ^rtierehe  met  \H*h  feme  encouragement; 
and  m  1727,  he  returned  to  the  Valtelme*  He 
found,  however,  but  Kttfe employment,,  until  he 
was  honoured  with  "the  patronage  of  Count  De- 
ftllis,  ^Envoyfrom  Great  Britain  to -the  Republic 
<X  the  GHfons.  As  Tie  rofe  in  reputation,  life 
btrfinds  dBcrea&d ;  :but,  %#ng  alwayi  very  poor, 
fce  was  frequently  compelled  to  fimfo  his  pro- 
(dufiions  withiuch  hade,  as  rendered  it  impoffi- 
Me  to  give  all  of  them  that  perfo&ion,  #hich  he 
T  a  was 
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was  capable  of  bellowing.  Hence  arifes  that 
inequality  which  is  fo  remarkable  in  his  paint- 
ings. 

There  is  fcarcely  a  church  in  the  Valtelinc 
which  does  not  pouefs  one  of  his  pi&ures :  the 
mod  capital  of  his  pieces  are  the  martyrdom  of 
St.  Gregory,  in  one  of  the  churches  at  Sondrio, 
and  St.  Benedict,  in  the  chapel  of  a  nunnery 
near  the  town.  Thefe  were  his  Iateft  perform- 
ances j  and  as  they  were,  contrary  to  his  ufual 
cuftom,  finifhed  with  great  labour  and  exa&nds, 
may  be  considered  as  the  teft,  from  which  we 
ought  to  eftimate  his  abilities  as  a  painter.  The 
figures  are  well  grouped,  the  principal  chara&ers 
diftin&ly  marked,  and  the  expreffion  of  the 
heads  is  admirable:  the  ftyle  of  colouring  is 
lively  without  being  gaudy,  and  chafte  without 
being  dull.  A  few  days  after  he  had  painted  St 
Benedict,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  feveiv 
and  expired  in  1752,  in  the  67th  year  of  his 
age. 

Ligario  is-  defcribed  by  the  connoifleurs  as  a 
painter  who  united  corre&nefs  of  defign  to  beauty 
of  colouring.  He  is  remarkable  for  grouping 
his  figures  to  the  belt  advantage,  and  his  heads 
«re  drawn  with  a  noble  fimplicity*  He  is,  how- 
ever, reprefented  as  too  much  inclined  to  an 
imitation  of  the  antique:  his  figures  often  re- 
ferable ftatues ;  and  the  folds  of  hb  drapery  fall 
with  too  much  pfecifion,  like  die  wet  drapery  in 
the  fcutpture  of  the  antients.  The  chara&er  of 
his  faces  is  chiefly  Grecian ;  but  it  is  remarked, 
that  they  are  too  fimilar  to  each  other,  and  look 
like  the  portraits  of  perfons  who  are  of  the  fame 
family ;  a  circumftance  not  unufual  to  thofe, 
who  too  fervilely  copy  the  antique. 

Befide 
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Befide  painting,  Ligario  was  (killed  in  mufic, 
mechanics,  and  agriculture,  and  has  left  behind 
him  fpecimens  of  no  ordinary  acquaintance  with 
each  of  thofe  arts.  He  made,  for  his  own 
amufement,  an  organ  of  very  large  dimenfions, 
and  conftru&ed  a  clock  with  a  cylindrical  pen* 
dulum,  remarkable  for  the  accuracy  of  its  move- 
ments. He  was  fond  of  rearing  plants  and 
firaples,  and  was  fo  much  addi&ed  to  the  ftudy 
of  agriculture,  that  he  wrote  inftru^ions  to  his 
family,  upon  the  cheapeft  and  beft  method  of 
cultivation.  He  endeavoured  to  infufe  into  his 
fon  and»daugher,  Csefar  and  Viftoria,  a  fondnefs 
for  the  polite  arts.  They  both  followed  their 
father's  profeffion,  but  although  not  without 
fome  degree  of  merit,  they  failed  of  equalling 
his  reputation.  Vi&oria  was  chiefly  distinguished 
for  hef  (kill  in  vocal  and  inffrumental  mufic 

I  rode  this  morning  to  fee  the  painting  of  St. 
Benedift,  at  the  nunnery  about  a  mile  and  an 
half  from  Sondrio.  After  I  had  examined  the 
painting,  the  abbefs  lent  a  meflage,  defiling  the 
favour  of  my  company,  wjiich  I  accepted  with 
pleafure.  Upon  entering  the  parlour,  I  made 
my  obeifance  to  the  abbefs,  wfco#  in  company 
with  two  nuns,  was  felted  oij  the  other  fide  of 
the  grate.  After  the  ufijal  compliments,  and 
inquiries  if  I  was  pleafed  wjth  the  pi&ure,  wine 
and  cakes  were  brought  in.  The  wine  was  the 
produce  of  their  own  vineyards,,  and  was  excel* 
lent.  The  cakes  were  fliaped  like  ikulls  and 
bones. 

The  abbefs  and  her  friends  behaved  with  great 
cafe  and  politenete ;  they  afked  iqgny  queftions 
relating  to  England,  natural  to  porfons  fequef* 
tered  from  fociety ;  and  one  of  them  apologized 

for 
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for  their  curiofity,  by  remarking  ***  women 
were  not  lcfs  inquifitive  or  lefstbnd  of  tajftan^ 
Itecaufe  they  were  {hut  up  ia  ai  nunnery*  THo 
perfon  who  made  this  remark  wast  pale*  but  Dot 
unhealthy ;.  her  figure  was  remarkably  fine,  and 
fbe  had  been  very  handfome  -y  aJ  disappointment 
in  love,  a*  I.  am  informed,.  firft  induced  her  to 
take  the  veil,,  and  to  bury  fo  much  bcjiutw  and 
f  legance  ra  a  content.  I  was  fo  much  flxudt 
with  her  manneo  and  addrefs,  that-  L  could  not 
help  wafting  fhe  may  nev^r  live  to  regret  filch  a 
ftepy  and  that  (he  may  feel  all-  that  eafe  and  trac* 
quillity  of  mindv  which  are.  expefted,,  bqt  not 
always  found  by  thofe  who  take  the  veH. 
'  I  am  juft  returned'  to  Sbndrio,  fcojn  a  firtail 
fxcurfion  I  made,  to  Marbegno*  and:  toward* the 
extremity  of  the  Vahetihfe  a&  far  as  Dckbia 
Near  Sondrio  the:  valley  is  about,  two  mate  ft 
breadth,  and  remarkably  fertile  in.  vines  and!  all 
kind?  6f  grains  Tfye;  right-hand  chain  of  motifr 
tain*  isi  clothed  almafl:  from  the.  bottom-  tq  iff 
farnnttt  with-  a»  continued  vineyard^  which  it 
efteemedi  to  yield  the  beft  wme  in  the  VataeHflA 
t  rodei  *hmg  the  plain  which  ftoetcfies,.  without 
jnterroption,  from  Sondrio  to  the  lake;  of  Coroo» 
The  middlb  part  of  this:  plain  is  occupied,  and 
frequently  overflowed  by  the  unrtly  Add*,  and 
being  raarihy,  yields  nothing  buti  coaafe  ja£ 
turage*  The  fides  rife  gradually  into  grfntJetao 
divides,,  and  difplay  a.  rick  variety  of  natural 
productions 

Morbegno  lies  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Adda*  at 
the  foot  of  the  fouthernmoft  chain*  %  Lt  is  the 
fcandfomeft  town  in  the  Valteline,  and!  appears 
to  have  more  (hops,  and  to  carry  on  more  tharfe* 
than  all  the  others  united.     Mr.  Plant*,*  thi 

prefent 


prefent  podefta  of  Morbegno,  no  foener  heard 
of  my  arrival,  than  he  politely  waked  upon  ihe 
at  the  inn,  and  invited  me  to  hi*  houfe*  Find- 
ing that  I  was  defirous  of  proceeding  to  Delebio* 
he  infixed  upon  accompanying  me  \  and  having 
ordered  his  carriage  without  delay,  propofed  ah 
immediate  departure,  that  we  might-  return  to 
his  houfe  by  flipper,  This  genfttepiaft  i»  the 
tame  perfon  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  fo  hofpi- 
table  a  reception  at  his  houfe  at  Cern^tz ;  and  I 
am  happy  to  find  from  all  quarters,  that  he  may 
be  reckoned  among  the  few  who  a&  with  ho* 
nour  and  integrity  in  this  land  of  extortion. 
When  vicar  of  the  Vaitelihe,  her  discharged  the 
duties  of  that  important  office  with  great  credit, 
and  has  entered  upon  his  government  with  the 
fame  fpirit  of  integrity.  There  is  a  pleafurein 
receiving  ads  of  politeaefs  in  a  foreigu  country ; 
but  it  is  a  double  fatisfa&ion  to  be  obliged  to 
perfbns  whole  ahara&er»  are  defefvmg  of  the 
higbeft  e&ecm. 

The  road  from  Morbegno  to  Delebio  fan 
^long  the  foot  of  the  chain  of  mouftta&s,  wfrkh 
feparate  the  Valteline  from  the.  Venetian  tefritc* 
ries.  Tfcr  chain  having  a  northern  ifpt&  yiekk 
few  vines,  but  is  richly  clad  with  hanging  groves 
of  chefhut-trees,  checkered  wkh  meadows  and 
fields  of  corn.  The  Valteline  expands  gradually 
as  we  advanced  towards  the  lake  of  Como :  in 
this  part  the  whole  plain  is  chiefly  a  morafs,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  inundations  of  the  Adda,  which 
flows  through  it  in  a  wide  channel  The  filk, 
which  begins  to  be  of  great  importance  in  the 
trade  of  this  valley,  is  chiefly  exported  from 
Delebio,  through  Chiavenna,  into  Germany. 
Upon  my  return  to  Morbegno,  1  fupped  with 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Planta,  and  after  the  repaft  was  entertained 
with  an  excellent  concert. 

In  my  return  to  Sondrio,  I  crofled  the  Adda 
oppofite  Morbegno,  over  a  handfome  ftone 
bridge,  and  proceeded  along  a  road  carried  at 
the  toot,  and  along  the  fides  of  the  northern 
chain  of  mountains.  It  was  almoft  a  continued 
vineyard,  with  millet,  Turkifli  corn,  flax,  and 
hemp,  growing  between  the  ranges  of  vines. 

The  romantic  beauties  of  the  Valtdine  are 
greatly  heightened  by  the  numerous  remains  of 
ancient  fortreffes  and  caftles  fcattered  throughout 
the  country.  They  were  all  difinantled  foon  af- 
ter the  capitulation  of  Milan  #,  from  a  recent 
experience,  that  the  inability  of  the  Grifons  to 
provide  them  with  fufficient  garrifons,  expofed 
them  to  the  enemy,  and  rendered  them  for  the 
moft  part  a  fource  of  annoyance  rather  than  of 
protection.  It  might  be  imagined,  that  fome  of 
thefe  fortreffes  ought  to  have  been  retained  for 
the  purpofe  of  awing  the  inhabitants :  fuch  an 
abfolute  confidence,  however,  is  repofed  by  the 
Grifons  in  the  guaranty  of  the  country  by  the 
fcoufe  of  Auftria,  that  they  do  not  maintain  a 
jingle  foldier  throughout  the  whole  Valtelijic- 

*  See  Letter  88. 
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Cmmerce--Produ&wns — Population— of  the  .  YmU 

teline. 


JL  H  E  chief  commerce  of  the  Valteline  is  car- 
ried on  with  Milan  and  the  Grifons.  The 
principal  exports  of  the  country  are  wine  and 
filk,  which  turn  the  balance  of  trade  in  its  fa* 
vour :  they  enable  the  inhabitants  to  exift  with- 
out any  manufactures,  and  help  to  fupply  the 
money  which  is  exa&ed  by  the  governors. 

The  wine  is  fent  into  the  Grifons,  Germany, 
the  Venetian  dates,  Bormio,  and  occafionally  to 
Milan.  Upon  a  rough  calculation  73,000  foma, 
or  horfe-loads,  are  annually  exported :  this  year 
the  foma  fold  for  a  pound  fterling,  which  may 
be  confidered  its  average  value. 

The  filk  is  fent  to  England,  Zuric,  and  Baile. 
The  diftrid  of  Delebio  and  Talomara  produces 
the  finefl  filk,  the  neighbourhood  of  Sondrio 
the  hc%t  in  quality,  and  the  diftrid  of  Tirano 

fupplieg 
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fupplies  an  inferior  fort.  Three  thoufand  pounds 
of  the  fined  fort,  which  is  efteemed  as  good  as 
the  filk  procured  from  Piedmoat,  are  fent  annu- 
ally to  England  by  way  of  OftencL 

The  greateft  part  of  the  (ilk  is  wound  in  the 
Valteline,  for  which  purpofe  there  are  filk  mills 
in  the  principal  diftri£i;$. 

Befides  tisrefe  tfommodfcies,/  th6  Vaheline  ex- 
ports planks,  cheefe,  butter,  and  cattle.  The 
inhabitants  receive  from  Milan  corn,  rice,  kit, 
filken  fluffs;  frpm  Germany  and  Switzerland 
cloth  and  linen  \  from  Genoa  fpices,  coffee,  and 
fugar. 

These  Ar#  a»  mxto£i&m&  k*  &*  Vake&x^ 
and  almoft  all  th?  menial  trades  are  exercifed  by 
foreigners. 

The  population  of  the  Valteline  may  be  efli* 
mated  from  the  following  (ketch ; 

Upper  Difirift  contain*       •»»       JO«DO°  ^& 
Government  of  TcgUo       h  ^ooo 

JjmeeJMtbtm  •***•       *4*-     1^000 

t  ■        r 
Total  of  the  population      t—      62,000 

Tfte  cottage  of  tfie  pealarits,  wEi'c&  aVe  bultt 
of  ftone,  are  large,  but  gloomy,  generally1  witli- 
out  gjafs-  windows :  |  entered  fevend*  arictwas 
every  where  difgufted  wit§  ^ri  uniform  appear- 
ance of  dirt  and  poverty.  Ifhe  pteafants  are 
moitly  covered  with  rags,  ancT  the' children  Rav$ 
ufualiy  an  unhealthy  look,  which  a^fleg  fronv 
thei*  wretched  manner  of  living.  Such  a  fear- 
city  of  provifions  has  been-  occasioned  by  la& 
yearns  drought*  that  the  poor  Inhabitants  have 
been-  reduced,  to  the   moft  extreme  neceffity. 

The 


FaltcSnc.  ofj 

The  pram  d£  btettii  was  unavoidably  raifid<  foe 
high,  that  in  roattjr  jjarta  the  peafints  oouidi  noo 
parehafe  k>y  aadh  thehr  only  food  warfbr  fame 
time  a>  h^d  of  pt&vp»de  by  pounding  the  halls 
aad'iboftes  ofi  grapes?  which'  had  been>preffed  for 
*km^  ancfc  mhcuigc  it  with  a-  little  meali  Fammey 
added-  tot  their  oppfffflecb  fituatbn*  reduced*  the 
inhabitant*  to  the  lowefti  condition  o£  huiuaa 
mifarjv  *•*  numbers  perifiied  from  abfotute 
want*  B\i*  k  is  a  pfeafura  to/  refleft  that  they 
are  im  feme  mdafone  relieved  by.  the  plentiful 
harvoft  of  the-  prefentJ  year. 

Porhapa  nor  piarti  of  Europe  i*  more  fruitful 
than  the  Vidtioliiie^  and-  yet  there;  is;  no>  coumny 
k*  which  die  pcafents  are  more  woetched. 
.  Many  rdafivi*  and  tb  Be  affigned  for  the  mifery 
Kr  whicl*  tkej  aife  reduced..  The:  firflr  and  prinu 
cipaL  caufc  a  the.  fern*  of;  government;  The  gt>- 
vector*^  a*>  L  have  (hewn  in  a  former  letter,  gen 
neraUyt  abufo  the?  exoiiitant  authority  entrufted 
to,  thems  by  the  laws*,  the  peaftnti  are  imprifoaed 
upon,  the,  fligbteft  information:;,  and)  as  all  tranf* 
greffioria,  are  puniflfcd  byr  fines*  an  accufad  per- 
v  focir»feklomrfoundi  mnocint*y  fo  thatr  su  confi- 
dc&ablenumbe*  ofi  peafants  are*  annually  ruined 
iit  t&e>  courts  of  juftiae* 

Btafides  the  individual*  who  are-  fuppofedtor 
fikffea  for  their  o^n  guilt,,  the  parifhea  are  fubjeft 
to  continual  affefinrcot*^  towards  defraying:  the 
expeuoeg  for  the  trial  and  impriibnment  of  the 
pooir  parishioners:  if  the  latter  are  unable* to; pap 
the;  funv  required v  it  i$r  demanded  from  the  paw 
rift-  to  which/  the  criminal  belongs;  In  this*  cafe 
it  frequently  happens,  that  the  affefimentBy  in^- 
fltebd  of  being  laid!  upon:  the/  landholders,  are 

impo&di 
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impofed  upon  each  hearth,  by  which  means  the 
chief  burden  falls  upon  the  poor. 

Another  caufe  of  their  Wretchednefs  proceeds 
from  the  prefent  ftate  of  property.  Few  of  the 
peafants  are  landholders ;  as  from  the  continual 
oppreffion  under  which  the  people  hare  groaned 
for  above  thefe  two  laft  centuries,  die  freeholds 
have  gradually  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  no* 
bles  and  Grifohs,  the  latter  of  whom  are  ftrp- 
pofed  to  poflefs  half  the  eftates  in  the  Valteline. 
1  he  tenants  who  take  farms  do  not  pay  their 
rent  in  money,  but  in  kind ;  a  ftrong  proof  of 
general  poverty.  The  peafant  is  at  all  the  cofts 
of  cultivation,  and  delivers  near  half  die  produce 
to  the  landholder.  The  remaining  portion 
would  ill  compenfate  his  labour  and  expencc, 
if^he  was  not  in  fome  meafure  befriended  by  the 
fertility  of  the  foil.  The  ground  feldom  lies  fal- 
low, and  the  richeft  parts  of  the  valley  produce 
two  crops.  The  firft  crop  is  wheat,  rye,  or 
ipelt,  half  of  which  is  delivered  to  the  pro- 
prietor; the  fecond  crop  is  generally  millet, 
buck-wheat,  maaze,  or  Turkey  corn,  which  is 
the  principal  nourishment  of  the  common  people: 
the  chief  part  of  this  crop  belongs  to  the  pea* 
fant,  and  enables  him  in  a  plentiful  year  to  fup- 
port  his  family  with  fome  degree  of  comfort 
The  peafants  who  inhabit  the  diftrids  winch 
yield  wine  are  the  moil  wretched:  for  the 
trouble  and  charge  of  rearing  the  vines,  of  ga- 
thering and  preffing  the  grapes,  is  very  confi- 
derable;  and  they  are  fo  very  apt  to  confumc 
the  fhare  of  liquor  allotted  to  them  in  intoxica- 
tion, that,  were  it  not  for  the  grain  intermixed 
trith  the  vines,  they  and  their  families  would  be 
left  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of  fubfiftence. 

Befides 
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Befides  the  bufinefs  of  agriculture,  fome  of 
the  peafants  attend  to  the  cultivation  of  filk. 
For  this  purpofe  they  receive  the  eggs  from  the 
landholder,  rear  the  filk-wof  ms,  and  are  entitled 
to  half  the  filk.  This  employment  is  not  unpro- 
fitable; for  although  the  rearing  of  the  filk- 
worms  is  attended  with  much  trouble,  and  re- 
quires great  caution,  yet  as  the  occupation  is 
generally  entrufted  to  the  women,  it  does  not 
take  the  men  from  their  work. 

With  all  the  advantages,  however,  derived 
from  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  variety  of 
its  produ&iofis,  the  peafants  cannot,  without 
the  utmofl  difficulty,  and  a  conftant  exertion, 
maintain  their  families ;  and  they  are  always  re- 
duced to  the  greateil  diftrefs,  whenever  the  fea- 
ion  is  unfavourable  to  agriculture. 

To  the  caufes  of  penury  among  the  lower 
dalles  above  enumerated,  may  be  added  the  na- 
tural indolence  of  the  people,  and  their  tendency 
to  fuperftition,  which  takes  them  from  their  la- 
bour. Upon  the  whole,  I  have  not,  in  the 
courfe  of  my  travels,  feen  any  peafantry,  except 
in  Poland,  fo  comfortlefs  as  the  inferior  inhabi- 
tants of  this  valley.  They  enjoy  indeed  one 
great  advantage  over  the  Poles,  in  not  being  the 
abfolute  property  of  the  landholder,  and  trans- 
ferable, like  cattle.  They  are  therefore  at  li- 
berty to  live  where  they  chufe,  to  quit  their 
country,  and  fcek  a  better  condition  in  other 
regions  j  a  relief  to  which  diftrefs  often  compels 
them  to  have  recourfc. 


Chiavenha, 


m       t  ft  ?  t  $  tt    ii> 

Chtatentti*  Auftfft  fj. 
I  qtiitted  Sohdfiojreftrfday  -after  flkmer*  aiifl 
Went  tip  the  valley  ttf  Malehco  ♦  yicfl&ng  Viae*, 
chefiiut --trees,  rye,  pats,  aWl  psflhtfage-  tut  I 
fefcendcd ,  the'fides  of  the  mountains  -Were  dothed 
with  fcirch  arid  firt;  and  their  'fUmnfits  produced 
notfctngbut  a  tft;anty:  herbage.  Tlie  iimabit?nts 
of  this  valley  appear  JheaHhietj  better  ictotked, 
-and  mote  imltfftrious,  than  Ae  trther  peafents  df 
the  Vijltelirte.  In  coxtfeqaetice  off  ftwr  djftance 
/from- .the  Teat  of  government,  or.tff  Wijgfl*  gs* 
•tietal  too  poor  to  excite  -the  fapadotifnefi;  eff  the 
JGrMbn  governors,  they  ate,  pet%wp8*Jkfc  op* 
tpreffed,  and  for  the  moft  jjart  ppffeft  a  finrfl 
portion  of  land.  The  valley  is  narrow,  and 
watered  by  a  torrent,  'Which  fortns  a  eorttforoed 
catara£h  The  Toad  is  a  femt  parfh,%jr  the  We 
of  a  precipice,  and.  carried  over  htrge  fragments 
of  rocks.  I  pafled  i!he  night  in  a  fcrtftatyhtrt  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Muret }  ffce  next  morning 
mounted  a  rugged  afcent  in  the  Channel  of  a 
fmaFl-  ftream.)  tAferved  nothing  but  bare  rods, 
without  the  lead  appearance  of  vegetation ;  ©me 
totfhe  topxjf  Ae!Mttret,  and  puffed  exfet  ^hurge 
tnafs  of  fhow  and  ice.. 

In  thefe  Alpine  fituations  the  trateHer  -feci, 
within  the  Tpaee  df-a  few  %oiits,  ^nature  in  ^&l 
'her  Shapes,  In  *he  Valteline^ihe  is  +i£h  «ttd-fcr- 
tile;  hpre^he-is  barren  and  ftupendou*.  ^Shtk 
regions  ate  fo  dfeaty  *nd  ddbl?rte,  that  if  it 
-were  not  for  an  oecifiontfl  traveler,  tbelli^its 
of  a  few  ftrange  birds,  the  goats  Jbrow*iftg  on 
the  'rugged  Alps,  and  the  (hepherds  who  tend 
them,  nature  would  appear  quite  inanimate.  In 
thefe  elevated  fpots,  while  I  was 

"  Placed  above  the  form's  $artert" 

I  noticed 


P*f*g*  of  the  Mureu  ±%j 

I  noticed  the  pleafing  efFe&  produced  by  the  va- 
pours and  milts  floating  in  mid  air  beneath  me  ; 
circumftances  finely  felt  and  defcribed  by  the 
author  of  the  Minftrel : 

u  And  oft  fa  crag&  cliff  ht  loro'd  to  clirtb, 

"  When  allmmuTthe  world  Mow  was  loll: 

"  What  dreadful  phafure  thereto fond JuUmet 

u  Likejlnpweeltd  mariner  on  defert  coafi* 

**  And  mrw  the  enormous  feet  of  vapour,  toft 

**  In  hilloivs  lengthening  to  the  horwon  round* 

4*  No*v  fcoofd  in  gulfs*  with  mountains  now  emhofi'dl" 

From  the  top  of  the  Mutet  1  descended  about 
three  hours  a  craggy,  defolate,  and  uninhabited 
country;  and  noticed  the  gradual  increafe  of 
vegetation  as  I  approached  the  road  leading  to 
CUaveiuia,  a  littfe*  above  Cafazza.  This  paffagg 
pver  jhp  M«ret,  which  ferve?  for  the  tnanfporta- 
tfon  pf  mn$  and  othsr  merchandise  from  tb& 
Valteline  to  the  Orifpns,  U  only  open  about  five 
WQjitJis  in  th«  yev* 
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Chiavenm        Valley  of  St.  Gwomo.        Cbapd 
rfSt.  Gtstelm*. 


Charenna,  Sept  16. 

iVl  Y  correfpondence  with  you  has  been  for 
feme  time  interrupted  by  a  diforder  which  has 
detained  me  in  thefe  parts  above  fix  weeks.  The 
day  after  my  arrival  from  the  Valteline,  I  was 
feized  with  a  laffitude,  which  I  attributed  to  the 
fatigue  of  the  journey ;  it  ended  in  a  violent  pain 
and  fwelling  of  my  right-hand,  the  effe&s  of  a 
rheumatifm,  which  probably  feized  me  the  night 
I  paffed  at  the  bottom  of  tne  Muret :  not  being 
able  to  procure  a  bed,  I  flept  in  the  hay-loft, 
and  fuffered  much  from  the  piercing  north  wind, 
which  blew  from  the  glacier.  I  likewife  impru- 
dently walked  the  next  morning,  without  inter- 
miffion  or  refrefhment,  for  the  fpace  of  feven' 
hours,  from  the  top  of  the  Muret  to  Bondo, 
fc  that  the  cold  and  fatigue  brought  on  the 
rheumatic  complaint  which  has  detained  me 
here  fix  weeks.  During  great  part  of  the 
time  I  wore  xfty  arm  in  a  fling,  which  rendered 
a  m? 


ftn»  ititapkble  of  Writing  a  line*  '  What  I  mdft  re- 
gret  in  this  delay  is,  that  I  have  been  prevented 
from  -being  prefent  at  the  general  diet  of  the 
Orifans,  which  iras  hfeld  at  Davofc  the  latter  end 
«tf  laft  month. 

Thuf  County  of  <3hkvehna  cbme  under  the  fo- 
Vereiguty  of  the  Grifons  hi  the  ftate  mataner  and 
at  the  feme  time  with  the  Valteline.  During 
ifee  war  of  the  Valteline  it  frequently  changed 
its  masters,  but  dt  the  peace  of  Milan  was  finally 
*efter*d  to  .the  Gtifons.  It  is  rnled,  like  the 
other  fubjeft  provinces,  by  a  Grifoft  govettaor* 
1arh&  U  datted  Obttttniflary,  and  who  in  a  few  in* 
-ftatt€68  is  evefi  left  limited  in  his  power  than  the 
jfcdge*  tff  the  Valteline;  .      ., 

1  life  criminal  eatort  off  Jiiftioe  ii  fortned  by  the 

ootfciniffafy  arid  the  idfeffor.    Tfoe  lattfcr  is  apt. 

frtkfttd  by  the  cowlmiffaiy,  from  three  candr- 

-dates  nominated  by  the  county i    He  ihuft  attend 

<tfti  examination^  cotocur  rh  ordering  torture  for 

ttfe  cofitiSlon  erf  a  crinrinaL,  be  prefect  when  it 

h  infl*£ted»  tf&d  Ratify  the  final  feirfetice :  but  as 

tht  a&ffor  &wes  hid  place  to  the  commiffary,  and 

Urates  in  his  <&ca&ions,  he  is  a  tnere  cypher,  and 

never  veritures  to  exefrt  his  right  of  interpofing 

a.  negative;      This    ctrcumftance    renders    the 

cotnrfs  of jtiftiee  in  Clii&venna  more  unifor/nly 

iniquitous  tham  even  &ofe  of  the  Valteline  :   for 

the  clofe  urfiofc  between   the  coihifttfTary  and 

aflfeffor  altnttft  precludes  a  ehahce  of  redrefs,  and 

gives  tmbdnnded  fcopfe  to  pppreffiori.     It  wouki 

be  uhtftefceffary  to  defcribfe'  the  mode  of  proceed- 

teg  eftaUJ/hed  tn  this  coccrt  of  jiftice,  as  it  is 

fimilar  to  that  of  the  Valteline.     In  civil  caufes 

the  commiffary  receives  five  per  cent,  of  the  con- 

Vol.  II.  V  i  tefted 
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tefted  property ;  and  an  appeal  from  his  decifioa 
may  be  fubmitted  to'  the  fyndicate. 

Chiavenna,  the  capital  of  the  county,  is  fili- 
ated at  the  foot  and  upon  the  fide  of  a  mountain, 
and  contains  about  3000  fouls.    The  inhabitants 
carry  on  but  little  commerce.     The  principal 
article  of  exportation  (excepting  the  (lone  pots 
mentioned  in  a   former  letter #)   is   raw  filk. 
The  whole  country  produces  about  3,600  pound* 
of  that  commodity.      A  manufacture   of  filk 
(lockings,  the  only  one  in  the  town,  has  been 
lately  eftabKfhed.     The  neighbouring  country  is 
covered  with  vineyards ;  bat  the  wine  is  of  a 
meagre  fort,  and  only  a  fmall  quantity  is  export- 
ed.    The  great    fupport  of  Chiavenna  is  the 
tranfport  of  merchandise,  this  town  being  the 
principal  communication  between  the  Milanefe 
and  Germany.    From  hence  the  goods  are  fent 
either  by  Coife  into  Germany,  or  through  Pre- 
galia  and  the  Engadinas  into  the  Tyrol.    There 
is  a  duty  laid  by  the  Grifons  upon  all  the  mer- 
chandise which  pafles  through  Chiavenna ;  but 
this  duty  is  fo  fmall,  that  the  whole  cuftoms, 
including  thofe  in  the  Valteline,  are  farmed  for 
17,000  florins,  or  about  £.  1260  per  annum. 

The  principal  obieft  of  curiofity  in  the  envi- 
rons of  Chiavenna  is  the  fortrefs  in  ruins,  feated 
upon  the  fmnmit  of  a  rock,  which  overlooks  the 
town,  and  celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Gri- 
fons for  its  *  almoft  impregnable  ftrength.  The 
only  road  which  leads  up  to  it  is  fteep  and  craggy. 
The  walls  occupy  a  large  fpace  of  ground,  and 
are  now  partly  covered  with  vines.    1  he  ftrongeil: 

*  Sec  Letter  67. 

part 
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)&rt  of  the.  fortrefs  was  conftru&ed  upon  an  in- 
filiated  rock,  rent,  as  fome  perfons  conje&ure^ 
from  the  contiguous  mountain*  by  a  violent  con- 
Vulfion  of  nature*  .  It  is  on  all  fides  abfolutely 
perpendicular,  and  its  only  communication  with 
the  caftle  was  formed  by  a  draw-bridge  thrown 
acrofs  the  intervening  chafm*  Others  again  * 
fuppofe  the  feparatibn  of  this  rock  from  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  fortrefs  to  Have  been  the 
Work  of  art,  and  affirm,  that  it  was,  excavated  in 
1 3  •  3>  ty  order  of  Galeazzo  Vifconti:  Its  length 
is  above  250  feet,  its  height  about  200, ,  and  its 
grfcateft  diftance  from  the  adjoining  rock  about 
ao  feet* 

This  fortification,  though  always  deemed  im* 
pregnable,  was  taken  at  different  periods,  fome- 
times  by  aflault,  but  more  frequently  by  famine 
or  ftratagem.  It  wis  finally  demolished  by  the 
Grifons  themfelves. 

Clofe  to  Chiavenna  is  a  rock  of  afbeftos,  a 
kind  of  mineral  fubftance,  of  a  greyifh  fiiver  co- 
lour, which  can  be  drawn  out  into  longitudinal 
fibrefc  as  fine  as  thready  and  is  iuppofed  to  be 
indeftru&ible  by  fire  >  the  ancients  manufa&uredl 
it  into  a  fpecies  of  cloth  refembling  linen.  This 
fpecies  of  cloth  is  frequently  mentioned  by 
rliny.  It  was  principally  ufed  fot  fhroiids,  in 
which  the  bodies  of  the  great  were  enveloped 
before  they  were  placed  upon  the  funeral  pile ; 
knd  which,  not  being  liable  to  be  corifumed  by 
fire,  preserved  t%e  aflies  of  the  body  feparate 
from  thofe  of  th*  wood*     The  art  of  weaving 

*  We  may  perhaps,  reconcile  thefe  two  opinions,  by  ad- 
mitting that  the  opening  was  originally  occafioned  by  a  violent 
convulfion  of  nature,  but  was  afterwards  enlarged  and  fafbione<i 
by  art. 

U  3  the 
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tffe  afoettos  into  lmen  is  not  loft,  a*  fome  att» 
thors  have  afferted ;  but  as  it  Is  very  trouble- 
fottie  kiid  expehfive,  and  as  the  cuftom  of  burn- 
ing bodies,  which  gaye  it  a  value,  is  no  longer 
hi  tffe,  the  manufacture  is  difconrinaed,  Befides 
the  rock  of  albefto*  juft  mentioned,  near  Chi*- 
vetiha,  feveral  inountabib  in  thefe  parts  yield  the 
fame  fubftaiice.  The  bdt  fort  is  fonnd  in  the 
Valley  df  Ittalefcfo,  of  which  1  hive  feen  many 
Very  fine  fptechriens. 

Upon  quitting  ChiSavenria,  I  entered  the  valley 
«if  St.  Giacomb,  which  is  narrow,  arid  watered 
\j  the  tof  rem  Lira.  It  is  ^>art  of  the  county  ctf 
Chiavenna,  contains  about  tenparifhes,  is  under 
Hit  jurifdiftion  of  the  commiflary,  and  poffeffe* 
feVeral  important  privileges, ,  that  'preserve  the 
Inhabitktits  ftdm  the  opprdfibn  tvhich  thdr 
'neighbours  endure* 

All  the  caufes  are  tried  fn  the  Valley.  Tie 
'criminal  ftatiites  are  the  fairie  /as  thofe  of  Chia- 
venna,. Vrith  this  difference  only,  that  inftead  of 
^the  afliffor  the  VaiWy  chtffes  four  jSerfbiis,  who 
tire  always  preterit  at  the  examination;  and 
withbut  whofe  concurrence  torture  cannot  be 
inflifted,  nor  fentence  !pfeiTed. 

The  valley  has  its  own  ctode  of  civil  jurifpru- 
|dence,  and  courts  independent  of  the  commif- 
fary,  from  the  decifion  of  which  there  lies  an 
Appeal  to  the  diet 

The  lower  part  of  the  valley  produces  vines 
and  corn  :  the  upper  part  rye,  barley,  andpaf* 
ture,  mixed 'with  large  groves  of  fir  and  pine. 
1  paffed  on  my  left-hand  the  church  of  St.  Gug- 
lielmo,  which  I  mention  becaufe  it  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  ere&ed  in  honour  of  William  king 
of  Sicily.    This  William  was  the  laft  fovereign 
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of  the  male  branch  of  th$  Norman  line,  W/bich 
commenced  in  Count  Roger,  who  conquered 
Sicily  from  the  Saracens  in  the  latter  end  of  thf 
eleventh  century. 

Roger  was  twelfth  fon  of  Tancred  of  HantQ- 
ville,  a  Norman  barop,  and  bro.ther  or  the  cele- 
brated Robert  Quifcard,  the  bxa*veft  of  thoie 
brave  Norman  adventurers  •  who  tallied  ftoip 
their  native  country,  formed  a  flourifliing  but 
temporary  eftablilhment  in  th§  fouthern  parts  of 
Italy,  and  furnifhed  by  their  exploits  fuch  amplf 
materials  for  hiftory  and  romance.  The  fqn  of 
Count  Roger,  who  inherited  the  name  and  fpirijt 
g£  his  father,  eyeded  Sicily  into  a  kingdom :  at 
the  extlndion  of  the  male  line  of  Robert  Guil>- 
card  in  the  perfon  of  William,  duke  of  Apuli^, 
he  annexed  Apulia  and  Calabria  to  Sicily,  aj$ 
reigned  oyer  thpfp  t^rritoj-ies,  under  the  tide  gf 
the  Two  Sicilies,  which  aoyr  comprehend  the 
prefent  kingdom  of  I^apjef  $nd  Sicily*  The 
throne  of  Roger  wag  fuccemyely  Med  by  hi? 
fon  William  the  Firijt,  furnamed  the  Bad,  and 
by  his  grandfon  William  the  Second,  diftifl- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  Good.  On  the  demife  of 
the  latter  without  iflue  male,  the  Sicilians  let 
afide  Conftantia,  daughter  of  Roger,  and  wife 
of  the  emperor  Henry  the  Sixth,  and  ele&ed 
Tancred,  illegitimate  grandfon  of  the  firft  king, 
Tancred  died  in  j  193  ;  and  William,  his  only 
furviving  fon,  was  crowned  while  an  infant. 
Being  dethroned  by  the  emperor  Henry  the 
Sixth,  who  claimed  the  Two  Sicilies  in  right  of 

*  -  I  -would  refer  the  curious  reader  to  Mr.  Gibbon's  am- 
ok and  accurate  narrative  of  the  hif lory  and  exploits  of  thefc 
Norman  adventurers,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  his  Decline  and 
Fiji  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
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his  wife  Conftantia,  he  was  imprifqned,  together 
with  his  mother  Sibila,  in  the  fortrefs  of  Ems^ 
pear  Coire.  Some  authors  affert  that  he  was 
deprived  of  his  fight,  others  that  he  was  caftra- 
fed,  by  order  of  Henry.  Some  relate  that  he 
£ied  in  prifon,  others  that  he  was  releafed,  to- 
gether with  bis  mother  Sibilla ;  that  he  accom- 
panied  her  to  France,  but  growing  we^ry  of  the 
world  retired  to  this  fpot,  and  paflfed  the  latter 
part  of  his  days  as  an  hermit,  with  fuf  h  a  repu- 
tation of  fanttity,  that  he  was  canpnifed  after  his 
death.  Such  cohtradi&oiy  accounts  occur  fre- 
quently in  the  hiftpry  of  the  darker  ages;,  Mu- 
tatori,  who  from  his  infight  into  the  ancient  re- 
cords of  thofe  ages,  is  the  mod  capable  of  folv- 
ing  this  difficulty,  leaves  the  queftion  undecided; 
but  feems  rather  inclined  to  believe,  that  Wil- 
liam was  releafed  from  his  captivity,  and  that  he 
afterwards  turned  hermit. 

As  the  genealogy  of  the  Norman  line  is  very 
complicated  and  obfeure,  and  erroneoufly  repre- 
sented by  many  writers,  I  (hall  here  fubjoin  a 
table  of  thofe  Sovereigns  and  their  principal  de- 
fcendant?. 
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I  employed  about  three  hours  in  mounting 
from  Chiavenna  to  the  pleafant  plain  of  Carapo 
Dolcino,  and  afcended  from  the  extremity  of 
that  plain  to  Ifola,  the  laft  village  in  the  valley 
pf  St.  GiaeQmo,  from  whence  I  am  nov?  writing. 

In  thefe  parts,  wher?  mountains  rife  over 
mountains,  and  Alps  tower  above  Alps,  thofe 
fallings  of  fnow,  which  I  mentioned  in  a  fanner 
letter  *,  under  die  name  of  Avalanches y  spe  ex- 
tremely common.  They  are  juftly  spiel  warmly 
flefcribed  by  (he  poet  of  native  f  • 

Among  thefe  billy  regions^  wheu  emfirae'd 
in  peaceful  wiles  the  happy  Grifons  faell\ 
Oft>  ntjbingfuddenfnm  the  loaded  cUffs% 
Mountains  iZf  fnoyu  their  gathering  terrors  roB. 
Fromjleep  tojleepx  hud  thun d ring  down  they  come* 
A  wintry  wafte  in  dire  commotion  all; 
And  herds  andfkeksy  and  travellers'  andfipabu, 
And fometimes  whole  brigades  ofmarehmg  troops*  ' 
Are  deep  beneath  the  fmotbering  ruins  hurled. 

f  Letter  j  1.  f  Ttaftfcm'f  Scrims. 
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Spfrgen  —  Whs  Grey  Learue  -*-  Rhtimjoalt—Vm 
Mate— Tufa— Nicholas  Rufcu. 


rJOM  Ifol*  tlje  afcent  Is  ftecp  yn&  tugged  to 
the  top  of  mount  Splugen.    I  paffed  by  the  fid$ 
of  tbe  torrent  Lira,  which  roars  from  precipice 
to  precipice  in  feyeral  ftupendous  catara&s.  Th^ 
road  i$  newn  in  the  folid  rock :  in  many  parts  it 
hap  the  appearance  of  fteps,  in  others  is  perfo- 
rated through  the  mountains.    In  purfuing  my 
way  over  this  dreary  trad,  I  w?ts  frequently  re-? 
minded  of  the  road  down  the  Gemmi  ••    To- 
ward the  fummit  of  the  Splugen  there  is  an  oval 
plain  about  two  miles  long  and  one  broad,  en« 
circled  with  craggy  points  :  it  produces  no  trees, 
but  yields  rich  pafturage.    Near  the  fummit  1 
noticed  feveral  rude  blocks  of  a  whitifh  kind  of 
marble. 

I  baited  my  horfes  at  a  fmtll  ii\n  which  ftands 
#  tjie  extremity  of  the  oval  plain,  and  is  the 

*  Letter  S3* 
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only  houfe  between  the  valley  of  St.  Giacomo 
and  Splugen.  Before  the  door  I  obferved  at 
Jeail  a  hundred  horfes  laden  with  merchandife. 
Three  hundred  horfes  are  faid  to  pafs  daily  in 
this  feafon  of  the  year. 

Gently  afcending  from  this  oval  plain,  I  ob- 
ferved the  fource  of  the  Lira,  which  falls  into 
the  lake  of  Chiavenna,  and  foon  afterwards  crof- 
fed  the  higheft  ridge,  on  the  other  fide  of  which 
the  torrents  flow  towards  the  Rhine.  The  coun* 
try  is  wild,  and  fcarcely  produces  a  fragle  tree. 
As  1  defcended  lower,  fir;  began  to  make  their 
appearance;  at  firfl  thinly  Scattered  over  the 
rotks,  and  gradually  thickening  into  large  fo- 
refks.  1  his  paffage  over  mount  Splugen  is  prin- 
cipally ufed  for  the  tranfport  of  merchandife  to 
and  from  Coire  ;  it  is  kept  open  even  in  winter, 
though  not  without  great  difficulty.  In  that  fea- 
fon the  merchandises  are  chiefly  transported  pa 
fledges,  of  which  forty  or  fifty  pafs  in  a  day. 

T he  territory  of  the  Grey  League,  into  which 
I  have  juft  entered,  occupies  all  the  partem  trad; 
of  this  mountainous  country,  and  is  by  far  die 
mod  confiderable,  in  extent  as  well  as  popula- 
tion, of  the  three  Grifon  leagues.  The  etymo- 
logy of  the  word  Grigia,  or  Orey9  which  gives 
its  name  to  this  league  and  the  whole  country, 
is  extremely  uncertain.  Some  authors  have  con- 
jedured,  that  the  people  of  this  diftrift  were  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  that 
they  were  called  Grey,  in  order  to  diflinguiih 
them  from  the  more  modern  inhabitants,  by  aa 
allufion  to  grey  heirs,  an  emblem  of  antiquity. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  dating  this  appellation 
from  more  modern  times,  aflert  that  the  firfl: 
authors  of  the  revolution,  which,  in  1424,  gave 

Uberty 


Grey  League.  299 

liberty  to  the  feveral  commqnitles  in  the  Grey 
League  were  dreft  in  the  coarfe  grey  cloth  of  the 
country;   and  that  in  tommcnioration  of  this 
great  event  the  league  was  called  Grey  from  their 
drefs.    It  is  certain,  however,  that  this  Appella- 
tion is  of  very  high  antiquity,  and  exifted  long 
before  the  revolution  in  queltion.     Tacitus  calls 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  Rbatos  Grifeosy  id 
e/i9  earns  ;  and  Ammianus  Marcellinus  flyles  the 
country  about  Coire,  C#nos  campus^  or  the  Grey 
Fields,     Hence  it  appears  how  very  fruitlefs  rmift 
be  any  inveftigation  concerning  the  true  etymo? 
logy  of  this  word,  which  lies  hid  in  very  remote 
antiquity,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  molt  inquifi* 
tive  refearches.     Without  entering,   therefore, 
minutely  into  etymological  difquifitions,  we  may 
only  remark  in  general,  that  the  term  Grifons, 
or  Grey  people,  was  the  general  namevby  which 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Rhetia  were  diftinguifhed, 
and  was  not  confined  to  that  particular  diftrift 
now  called  the  Grey  League.     rl  he  appropriation 
of  the  term  to  that  particular  body,  may  be  thus 
accounted  for.     When  the  inhabitants  of  this 
diftrift   firft  rofe  in   arms,  for   the  purpofe  of 
aflerting  their  independence,  they  naturally  ftyled 
themfelves,    the  League  of  the   people  called 
Grifons,  or  the  Grey  League ;  while  thofe  of 
the  two  other  leagues,  who  afterwards  formed 
fimilar  affociations,  although  equally  known  by 
the   name  of  Grifons,  took  other  appellations 
to  diftinguilh  themfelves  from  the  nrft.  confe- 
deracy. 

The  territory  now  occupied  by  the  Grey 
League,  was  formerly  fubjeft  to  the  abbot  of 
Difentis,  the  counts  of  Werdenberg,  of  Sax,  of 
Malbx,  and  the  baron  of  Rhfctzuns.    The  peq- 
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pie  feem  to  have  originally  pofleffed  confideraWe 
privileges,  which  were  gradually  undermined, 
and  occafionally  violated  by  their  chiefs  aad  ba- 
rons ;  the  latter,  being  engaged  in  perpetual 
hoftilitie* .  with  each  other,  laid  great  exa£Hon$ 
upon  their  fubje&s,  in  order  to  pay  the  troops* 
who.  could  only  be  prevented  from  difbanding  hy 
repeated    largeffes.      Thefe  exa&ions  were    at 
length  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs,  and  the  peopi? 
fo  wantonly  oppreffed  by  the  tyranny  of  their 
defpots,  that  excited  by  the  example  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Swifs  republics,  they  determined  to  de- 
liver themfelves  from  the  grjevoiis  fubje&iqn  un- 
der i*hich  they  laboured. 

The  meeting  of  the  infurgents  was  by  no  mean? 
attended  with  any  unwarrantable  exceffes,  naftfc- 
r^Uy  to  be  expe&ed  from  an  enraged  populace, 
but  was  conduced  with  the  greateft  compqfute. 
The  leading  mentors  pf  the  feveral  communities 
having  previously  concerted  \\\z  plan,  a  fi^era? 
deputation  was  cfcfpatched  l|o  ;he  refpe&ive  fove- 
vereigns,  whq  wq"e  ^ffemfcled  #  Truas  :  th?  <\er 
puties  laid  the  feveral  grievances  before  the 
chiefs,  from  whom  they  not  oi*ly  exported  rgr 
drefs,  but  alfo  procured  a  confirmation  of  fey^r^l 
obfolete  privileges,  and  the  addition  pf  H&ny 
others.  In  cpnfideration  of  thefe  conce{Eoq$, 
the  chiefs  referyed  to  themfelvss  certain  preroga- 
tives,  which  fome  of  th^ir  defce^idants  or  fuc- 
ceffors  pofifefs  at  this  day ;  a  diftinfltion  wi\ich  is 
now  peculiar  to  this  league,  and  renders  its  ge- 
neral conftitution  m  fome  refpefts  more  ^riww 
cratical  than  that  of  the  other  two  leagues* 

Thefe  prerogatives  confifl  in  being  prefent  at 
the  annual  diet  of  the  league,  and  in  alternately 
propofin^  three  qHuJid^es  fa  Lendricbter,  or 
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chief  of  flie  league,  from  whom  one  is  nomi* 
na.ted  by  the  deputies.     The  counts  of  Werden* 
"berg  being  extinft,  the  prerogatives  juft  men- 
tioned are  now  confined  to  the  emperor  of  Ger* 
man,  as  baron  of  Rhaetzuns,  the  abbot  of  Di- 
fentis,  and  the  temporary  count  of  Sax.     No 
real  count  of  Sax  now  exifts  ;  for,  upon  the  ex- 
tinction of  that  family,  certain  communities  * 
of  the  Grey  League  feized  the  domains,  and 
continue  to  exercife  thef  rights  which  were  for- 
merly enjoyed  by  the  counts  of  Sax. 

The  mode  of  creating  a  titular  count,  for  the 
jpurpofe  of  exercifing  thefe  rights,  is  as  follows : 
A  few  days  before  the  meeting  of  the  diet  of  the 
league  afTembled  at  Truns,  the  communities  in 
Queftion  reciprocally  elefl:  a  perfon  who  repre- 
sents the  count.     He  is  called  in  Romanlh  *  Can 
de  *S>axe9  and,  although  not  unfrequently  a  com- 
mon peafaht,  fits,   at  the  diet,  upon  the  fame 
\>ench  with  the  reprefentative  of  the  Houfe  of 
"Auftria  and  the  abbot  of  Difentis,  is  addreffed 
*by  a* title  equal  to  his  fiippofed  dignity,  nomi- 
nates  the  Landrichter  every  third  year,  and, 
liaving  difcharged  his  office,  finks  at  the  expira- 
tion of  a  few  days  into  his  ordinary  rank. 

Another  diftiriftion  peculiar  to  the  Grey 
.League  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Like  the  other 
leagues,  the  particular  diftri&s  poffefs  their  court* 
of  criminal  juftice  in  the  Iafl  refort :  but  in  all 
civil  caufes  above  a  certain  value  there  lies  an 
appeal  from  the  decifion  of  the  feveral  courts  to 
fixteen  deputies   annually  afTembled  at  Truna, 

•  Thefe  communities  are  Lungnets  and  Vals,  Hants  and 
Grub*   Fiims  and  Caflris. 

f  Literally  head  of  Sax.  Cau  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  corruption 
from  caput. 

I  only 
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I  only  mention  the  faft  in  this  plate,  but  {half 
have  occafion  to  enlarge  upon  it  in  a  future 
letter. 

Splugen,  fituated  upon  the  fife  of  an  hill,  af 
the  bottom  of  a  tugged  chain  of  Alps,  is  the 
principal  pla£e  in  the  valley  df  Rheinwald  which 
forms  a  high  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Grey  League. 
The  Rheinwald  is  fo  Called  from  the  Hyndef 
Rhine,  which  takes  its  rife  upon  the  Vbgelfberg, 
at  about  the  diftancc  of  twelve  miles,  and  runs 
through  this  valley.  It  was  my  intention  to 
have  vifitcd  this  fouroe,  but  riiy  late  indifpofitiod 
will  not  permit  me  at  prefent  to  take  fatiguing 
journeys  in  thgfe  mountainous  regions. 

rfhe  inhabitants  of  the  Rheinwald  fpeak  Ger* 
man,  although  they  are  entirely  furrounded  by 
people  who  ufe  a  different  language.  Towards 
the  fouth,  beyond  the  mountains  o?  Spliig^n  and 
St.  Bernardin,  in  the  valleys  of  St.  Giicomo 
and  Mafox,  Italian  is  the  common  todgue :  to- 
wards the  north  and  eaft,  in  the  valleys  of 
Schams,  of  St.  Peter,  and  of  Ltignetz,  Romanfb 
is  fpoken.  This  remarkable  circumftance  has 
led  many  authors  to  conjecture  that  the  people  of 
this  and  other  diftrifts  of  the  GrifbnS,  frho  talk 
German,  are  defcended  from  the  Lepontii,  fup* 
pofed  to  be  a  Celtic  nation,  and  confidered  as 
the  original  inhabitants  of  this  country,  before 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  Rhetians.  As  I  (hall 
have  occafion  to  examine  this  fubjeft  more  fully 
in  a  future  letter  *  upon  the  languages  of  the 
Grifons,  I  (hall  for  the  prefent  only  remark,  thtft 
although  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftrifi  are  ini- 

*  See  Letter  89. 
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mediately  encircled  by  people  who  talk  Italian 
and  Romanfh,  yet  the  German  language  is 
fpoken  at  Avers,  Cepina,  Tufis,  and  Furftenau, 
which  are  only  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
Rheinwald. 

I  quitted,  on  the  other  fide  of  mount  Splugen, 
the  Italian  climate  and  productions :  the  air  of 
this  valley  is  fo  piercing,  that  we  may  agree 
with  the  proverb  "  there  are  nine  months  win- 
ter and  three  months  cold."  Two  high  roads 
meet  at  Splugen,  one  from  Chiavenna,  which 
I  traverfed  yefterday,  the  other  leads  over  the 
Bernard  into  Bellinzone. 

From  Splugen  to  Arder  the  road  continues  by 
the  fide  of  the  Hynder  Rhine,  through  a  moun- 
tainous region,  which  prefents  at  every  ftep  the 
mod  awful  magnificence  of  fcenery. 

The  inhabitants  of  Suffers,  the  lad  village  of 
the  Rheinwald,  talk  German;  and  at  a  fmall 
diftance  I  entered  the  valley  of  Schams,  where  I 
heard  the  peafants  fpeaking  Romanfh.  I  made 
myfelf  tolerably  underftood  by  a  kind  of  jargon, 
compofed  of  German,  Italian,  and  Romanfh.  I 
took  out  my  vocabulary  of  the  Engadina  lan- 
guage, and  compared  the  different  modes  of  ex- 
preffion  and  pronunciation.  The  inhabitants 
call  their  language  Romanfh;  but  it  differs 
widely  from  the  Romanfh  fpoken  in  the  valley 
of  Surfet,  and  (till  more  that  of  the  Engadinas. 
The  Bible  and  other  books  ufed  in  this  valley, 
are  in  the  fame  dialed  as  thofe  which  are  read 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  Grey  League,  and  the 
languac:^  is  fimilar,  with  a  fm&ll  variety  in  the 
prorw.-Jr/ion. 

l:,c  v.ley  of  Schams,  a  community  of  the 
Grc-j  Lo,:ue,  contains  eight  or  nine  inconfider- 
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able  burghs  of  villages  Situated  at  fmall  ififtafcces 
upon  each  fide  of  the  Rhine.  It  1*  much  lowtf 
and  mate  fruitful  thin  the  Rlreiirwald.  J  crdffdl 
the  Rhine  at  Zillis,  leaving  on  rtiy  Wt  hanfl 
Donat,  where  the  colle&ive  body  of  people  ineet 
every  year  to  chafe  their  magiftrttes,  arid  Regu- 
late nil  rivil  and  political  affairs.  Soon  after- 
wards I  cstme  into  the  Via  Mala,  fe>  called  frotti 
the  fuppofed  difficulties  and  dangers  of  paflrng 
through  it*  Such  dreadful  descriptions  halt 
been  given  by  different  travellers,  that  t  ex- 
pected to  have  found  it  the  tvorft  feted  tfhich  J 
had  hitherto  travelled.  But  I  tras  agreeably  de- 
ceived, for  it  teas  not  tn6re  incommodious  than 
the  way  from  Splugen  to  Anders ;  hof  did  1 
once  think  it  neceffary  even  to  drfeiount  from 
my  horfe,  except  when  I  ftdjJped  to  take  a  neater 
view  of  aily  particular  fcerte  trifich  ftruck  my 
fancy :  the  road  even  admits  carriages.  Ho 
reafon  occurs  to  fne,  wliy  this  particular  #ay 
ftould  be  diftingtrifhed  by  the  appellation  bf  W»r 
Matay  Uhlefs  fuch  defcription*  fctlude  to  former 
times,  zhd  faodern  writers  have  adopted  them  as 
the  mere  echos  of  ancient  traveller*.  FeAaps 
the  peculiar  gloom  of  the  valley*  through  which 
the  road  paffes,  may  have  helped  to  convey  thefe 
ideas  of  terror  to  perftms  not  acctrftoitoed  to  Al* 
pine  regions  • 

The  Via  Mala  runs  through  a  dark  and  unift- 
fiabited  valley,  overfpresid  m  many  parts  with 
thick  fofefts,  which  admit  only  a  kind  of  twi- 
light gloom,  ind  fo  exceedingly  rarrow,  that 
the  fteep  rbeks,  which  enclofe  it,  hang  over,- 
and  feem  almoft  to  meet  towards  their  fummits. 
The  Rhine  foams  at  the  bottom,    fometime* 

not 
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Hot    vifible,   and  fometimes  faintly  glimmering* 
through 

"  —  (Lirkjomi  pints,  that,  o'er  the  roch  reclin'd9 

**    Wave  high,  and  murmur  to  the  hollow  wind  J'        Pop  e. 

About  three  miles  from  the  commencement  df 
thfi  Via  Mala,  we  came  to  a  (lone-bridge  of  a 
fitlgle  arch,  thrown  acrofs  a  gulf;  a  fublime 
fcene,  which  I  flopped  to  admire,  and  which  I 
left  with  regfet.  The  Rhine  falls  in  a  beautiful 
eafcade,  rolls  in  a  narrow  channel  at  the  depth 
of  above  four  hundred  feet  perpendicular,  fii- 
rioufly  daflles  under  the  bridge,  expands  itfelf 
into  a  wide  bafon,  and  then  is  loft  under  a  rock* 
through  which  it  has  forced  a  paffage.  The  im- 
pending mountains,  partly  bare,  and  partly  em* 
browned  with  firs,  caft  an  awful  gloom  over  the 
gulf  beneath. 

I  was  here  greatly  (truck  with  one  circum- 
ftance,  which  I  examined  with  much  attention^ 
and  which  I  hfcd  obferv^d  in  fevcfal  other  vallies 
of  Switzerland,  but  never  in  fuch  perfection  a* 
in  this  place.  The  Rhine,  which  is  at  prefent 
about  fouf  hundred  feet  below  the  bridge,  feema 
evidently  to  have  once  flowed  as  high,  or  even 
higher  than  the  place  where  the  bridge  now 
(lands ;  to  have  gradually  worn  away  the*  rock* 
and  excavated  the  deep  channel  in  which  it  now 
runs. 

Having  pafled  the  bridge,  I  went  through  a 
fubterraneotis  opening  a  few  paces  in  length* 
which  had  been  cut  through  the  overhanging 
rock,  and  a  little  further  croffed  a  fecond  bridge 
fimilar  to  the  firft. 

Soon  afterwards  I  quitted  the  Rhine,  and  be- 
gan attending.     This  part  of  the  country  is  fa 
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entirely  uninhabited,  that  I  did  not  meet  with  a 
Angle  houfe  until  I  came  to  Roncalia,  a  village 
in  the  community  of  Tufis,  upon  the  top  of  2, 
fteep  mountain.  From  thence  I  defcended  to 
Tufis,  fituated  near  the  torrent  Nolla,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  valley  of  Tomliafca.  This  town 
is  faid  by  the  antiquaries  to  have  been  built  by 
the  Tufcans,  when  they  took  refuge  in  thefe 
parts  under  Rhaetus. 

Tufis  is  well  known  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Gri- 
Ions  for  the  Stajfeericbt,  or  court  of  juftice, 
which  fat  in  1618,  for  the  trial  of  perfons  ac- 
cufed  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with  Spain, 
and  of  oppofing  the  introduction  of  the  Protef- 
tant  religion  into  the  Valtcline.  Amongft  thofe 
who  fuffered  ia  this  iniquitous  tribunal,,  the  mod 
remarkable  was  Nicholas  Rufca,  whom  I  had 
occafion  to  mention  in  my  letter  on  the  troubles 
of  the  Valteline,  the  cruel  circuraftances  of 
whofe  death  excited  the  general  refentment  of 
ihe  Catholics*  who  foon  afterwards  broke  out 
into  open  rebellion* 

Nicholas  Rufca,  a  native  of  Bedano,  in  the 
bailliage  of  Locarno,  was  educated  in  the  Je- 
fiats'  college  at  Milan,  at  the  expence  of  cardi- 
nal Boromeo,  and  made  fo  great  a  progrefs  in 
his  ftudies,  that,  in  1589,  he  was  appointed 
principal  of  the  church  of  Sondrio,  although  he 
was  only  in  the  24th  year  of  his  age.  He  im- 
mediately fignalized  hirafelf  by  his  zeal  in 
preaching  againft  the  reformed  do&rines ;  and 
was  one  of  the  difputants  who  fupported  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  faith  againft  the  Proteftant  mini- 
fters,  in  two  public  conferences  held  at  Tirano, 
in  1595,  and  the  following  year.  His  character 
has  bten  placed  in  the  raoft  oppofite  lights  by 
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the  ?efpe£tfve  hiftorians  of  the  mo  contending 
panties:  by  the  one  he  is  reprefented  a  faint, 
and  by  the  other  an  affaffin.  But  if  we  examine 
with  impartiality,  h  will  appear,  that  though  he 
was  hurried  on  by  a  violent  fpirit  of  fanatical 
zeal,  yet  he  cannot  be  fappofed  guilty  of  the 
atrocious  crimes  whfch  his  enemies  have  laid  to 
his  charge.  Soon  after  his  promotion  to  the  be- 
nefice of  Sondrio,  a  mifumferftandiftg  broke  out 
between  him  and  the  Proteftafcts,  which  gradu- 
ally htcreafed  (hiring  the  violence  of  the  religious 
cKfpotes,  and  was  carried  upon  the  following  00 
tafion  to  die  higheft  degree  of  animofity. 

One  Chiappinos,  and  three  gondoliers  of  Ve- 
&ice,  Were  arretted  under  fufpitiori  of  a  defign 
to  aflfaffinate  Scipio  Caiandrinus,  the  Proteftant 
mixrifter  of  Sondrio,  at  the  inftigation  of  Rufca; 
at  ednfeffion  of  guilt  and  of  Rtffea's  privity  being 
drawir  from  Craappinus  by  the  fbfrce  of  torture. 
The  governor  of  the  Vaftelhte  referring  die  af- 
fair to  the  diet  of  the  Grifons,  Rufca  was  eked 
before  that  affembly,  but  declined  to  appear ; 
either,  as  hisr  entemies  pretend,  from  a  confeiouf* 
nefs  of  guilt,  or,  as  his  friends  alledge,  from  a 
dread  of  putting  himfelf  in  the  power  of  the 
Grifons,  fo  violently  incenfed  againft  him.  Hav- 
ing efcaped  from  the  Valteline,  he  waited  at 
Bedano  while  his  caufe  was  publicly  pleaded  be- 
fore ttfelve  judges  deputed  by  the  Grifons. 
Being  acquitted  of  the  charge,  he  returned  to 
Sondrio,  where  his  zeal,  inflamed  by  his  late 
profecution,  continued  to  difplay  itfelf  by  an 
unremitting  oppofition  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
Proteftant  fchool  at  Sondrio  j  a  favourite  mea- 
fure  of  the  oppofite  party- 

X  a  His 


308  LETTER      79. 

His  enemies,   baffled  in  their  firft  attempt, 
brought  againft  him  a  charge  of  a  more  public 
nature :    they  accufed  him  of  oppofing  the  de- 
crees of  the  Grifons,  and  of  exhorting  the  inha- 
bitants of  Morbegno  not  to  bear  arms  againft 
the  king  of  Spain,  the  proteftor  of  the  Catholic 
religion.     In  confequence  of  thefe  infinuations, 
a  troop  of  fixty  Grifons  arrived  at  Sondrio  by 
night,  and,  feizing  Rufca,  carried  him  to  Tufis, 
where  he  was  not  only  impeached  of  high  trea- 
fon  in  the  temporary  court  of  juftice  there  affem- 
bled,  but  was  likewife  again  examined,  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  equity,  for  having  abetted 
the  affaffination  of  Calandrinus :   as  he  peremp- 
torily denied  thefe  charges,  he  wasr  condemned 
to  be  tortured ;  which  horrid  fentence  was  three 
times  inflicted  in  the  dead  of  night*     The  exe- 
cution of  the  fentence  failing  to  extort  from  him 
the  fmalleft  confeffion  of  guilt,  he  was,  on  the 
following  night,  twice  fubje&ed  to  a  repetition 
of  the  fame  dreadful  procefs.     Being  of  a  weak 
frame,  and  full  of  infirmities,  he  was  overcome 
by  excefs  of  agony,  and  expired  amidft  the  tor- 
ments •. 

Some  writers  have  afferted,  that  Rufca  died 
of  poifon,  which  he  had  taken  previous  to  his 

•  Die  dominica,  qu±  Augvjtx  23  erat,  ter  fine  tamen  pondere 
ekvatus  fait  ;  feijiithque  in  negaiiva,  fapius  mifericordiam  Dei 
ac  himinum  hiphrans,  quas  voces  dolor  torment  Brum  ipfe  «c/n- 
melit7  erat  tnlm  homo  cnbris  jtbrilus  vexatus,  acpro'mde  yb,ft- 
ntnJi  tor  tar  am  impos  erat.  Sequente  die  Junay  facia  ilTt  id* 
cf»ti\"ilur9  ne  a  quvptam  f>*num  habere  queat  ullum,  ei  bis  abfque 
h: me n  p.tiJerc  elrcatur  ;  t unique  obfervattu  eft fpiritus  defoccre,  d 
cum  fJvstr/.-tr  twtura  jam  exfpiraverat,  tenens  linguam  dentibus 
admt,r,:>m  ftc  t.t  fi.ttguu  adpareret.  Aporta  Hift.  Reform. 
Eccl.  Rett.  \oI.  II.  p.  268,  269. 
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laft  examination ;  but  this  fuppofition  feems  to 
be  totally  devoid  of  foundation,  and  was  only 
advanced  in  order  to  refcue  the  judges  from  the 
odium  of  having  tortured  him  to  death.  For 
when  it  is  considered,  that,  according  to  the 
common  mode  of  applying  torture  in  this  coun- 
try, he  was  five  times  drawn  up  by  a  pully,with 
his  arms  tied  behind,  fo  as  to  occafion  a  diilo- 
cation  of  his  fhoulders;  that  he  remained  in  that 
excruciating  pofitiori  above  half  an  hour  each 
time;  and  that  he  was  in  an  infirm  ftate  of  body, 
unable  to  endure  fuch  extremity  of  pain,  we 
have  no  occafion  to  feek  for  any  extraordinary 
caufe  of  his  death* 

The  advocates  for  the  Proteftant  party  in  vain 
endeavour  to  exculpate  Rufca's  judges  from  an 
intolerant  fpirit  of  bigotry,  by  afferting  that  the 
whole  tianfaftion  was  a  civil  and  not  a  religious 
procefi ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  theological  ran- 
cour,  however  dijguifed  under  the  mafk  of  pa- 
triotifm,  was  the  leading  motive  to  this  profecu- 
tion.  Independent  indeed  of  all  theoretical  rea~ 
foiling,  every  rational  Chriftiau,  whatever  his 
perfuafion  may  be,  mull  recoil  with  horror  from 
enormities  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  firft  principles 
of  humanity,  and  contradi&ory  to  the  meeknefs 
of  that  religion,  which  ought  to  be  th$  rule  of 
our  a&ions  *. 

*  Mr.  Aporta,  with  the  impartiality  of  an  honeft  hiftorian, 
fpeaking  of  the  iniquitous  a#s  of  this  tribunal,  fays,  "  Drum 
tmmortalem  /  £>uid  eft  carbones  irritare,  hopes  Jhuiio  eonquirere 
ac  in  fe  concitare,  fumrnis  ima  mi/cere,  Jt  hoc  non  erat  ?  Nullus 
tamen  a8us  mqjorem  huic  trUntnaTt  invidiam  eonciliavit  quam 
fubita  mors  Ntcolai  Rufrm,  qui  tormentis  folutus  fob  judicum 
VuGt  txfpiravh:*    Hifh  Re£  Eccl,  Rset.  toL  II.  p.  266. 
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Co*?,  ficp.  Aift. 

1?  R  O  M  Tufis  I  comiauod  my  <ro«te  along  thfc 
-valley  of  Tomfiafca,  by  the  (We  4>f  die  Rhiw, 
-which  here  feparatea  the  Grey  League  from  tkat 
of  the  Houfe  of  Cod :  numerous  towns,  villages, 
*»d  caftk*  #,  Ue  agreeably  Scattered  through  &* 
vale  in  the  mod  romantic  fuaatipns.  1  pafici 
through  C&tzi$,  leaving  on  my  left  the  fruitful 
mountain  of  Hens&aberg,  called  fc  Homanfc 
Montagnia,  and  reqnarkwle  in.  thefe  parts  for 
its  fertility  and  population.  I  then  proceeded  to 
Retzuns,  and  turned  a  little  out  of  my  way  to 
the  caftle  of  that  name,  which  makes  ft  conspi- 
cuous a  figure  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Grifons. 

*  Gulcr,  the  htftorian  of  Rhrtia,  fays,  that  no  region  of 
Europe  contains  fuch  a  number  of  antient  catties  as  the  conn'* 
try  of  the  Grifons  $  and  adds,  that  in  the  (btii  valley  of 
Tomliafca,  not  more  than  a  German  mile  long,  and  a  quarter 
broajd*  there  are  more  than  feventeen  caftles. 

Antiquarians 
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Rbttium  or  Rhmtia  Ima  (Lower  Rhaetia),  and 
give  the  following  account  of  its  conftru&ion. 
In  the  early  ages  of  the  Roman  hiftory  a  nume- 
rous army  of  Gauls  penetrated  into  Lombardy, 
and  took  poffeffion  of  the  greateft  part  of  that 
country,  which  was  then  occupied  by  the  1  uf- 
cans,  A  conftderable  body  of  the  latter  being 
driven  from  their  native  country  accompanied 
their  leader,  Rhaetus,  into  thefe  Alps,  and  efta- 
blifhed  themfelves  in  thefe  regions.  Rhaetus 
gave  his  own  name  to  the  whole  region,  and  con* 
ftru&ed  that  fbrtrefs  which  he  called  RhastU 
Ima,  fince  corrupted  into  Retzuns.  Livy  re* 
Jates  the  emigration  of  the  Tufcans  into  thefe 
parts  without  mentioning  the  name  of  their 
leader,  who  is  called  Rhsetus  by  Pliny  and  Juftin  j 
and  the  number  of  places  ftili  exifting  m  thefe 
Alps,  which  bear  a  refemblance  to  that  appella- 
tion, feera  ftrong  teftimo&ies  in  favour  of  this 
account. 

But  as  events  of  fuch  high  antiquity  will  al- 
ways be  liable  to  much  doubt,  let  us  defcend  to 
later  times,  which  admk  of  no  difpute.  Hie 
$aftle  was  the  refidence  of  a  baron,  who  poflefled 
the  adjacent  territory,  and  was  called  Baron  of 
Retzuns.  His  name  frequently  occurs  in  the 
ancient  hiftory  of  this  country,  when  the  terii, 
tory  of  the  Grifons  was  divided  into  feveral  pet- 
ty fovereignties;  He  is  alfo  mentioned  among 
the  chiefs,  who  affembled  in  1424  at  Truns,  and 
confirmed  and  enlarged  the  privileges  of  the 
people,  when  the  feveral  communities  united  and 
formed  the  Grey  Leagije.  At  that  time  tfve 
baron  referved  to  himfelf  certain  prerogative*, 
which  are  now  poffeffed  by  his  fucceffors.  Jtn 
I459,  %h$  jn?le  Hi\e  b^ing  ext^ntt,  the  barony 
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defcended  to  a  collateral  branch,  and  in  1470, 
came  by  parchafe  into  the  poffeffion  of  the  em* 
peror  Maximilian  the  Firft.  Ferdinand  the  Firft 
mortgaged  the  barony  for  14,000  florins  to  John 
Planta,  in  whofc  family  it  continued  until  the 
year  1679,  when  it  was  redeemed  by  the  empe. 
ror  Leopold,  and  it  now  belongs  to  his  grand* 
daughter  Maria  Terefa,  the  prcfent  emprefs  \ 
The  revenues  of  this  territory  are  very  finall, 
^mounting  to  2000  florins,  or  fcarcely  £.aoq 
per  ann* ;  but  by  the  poffeffion  of  it  the  Houfe- 
of  Auftria  enjoys  confiderable  influence  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  Grifons* 

The  delegate  of  the  emprefs,  who  is  called 
Adminiftrator,  has  a  vote  in  the  diet  of  Truns, 
and  nominates  every  third  year  the  Landrkbter, 
or  chief  of  the  Grey  League* 

Being  defirous  of  feeing  the  caftle,  I  fent  my 
compliments  to  the  Auftrian  delegate,  who  in* 
ftantly  made  his  appearance,  and  politely  attend, 
ed  me  round  the  caftle-  The  prefent  building 
was  raifed  by  Leopold,  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  antient  ftru&ure,  of  which  there  are  fcarcely 
any  remains,  I  could  not,  upon  the  clofeft  in-- 
fpe&ion,  difcern  the  flighted  traces  of  Roman 
workmanfhip. 

.  This  caftle  is  the  ufual  refidence  of  the  Au- 
ftrian Envoy,  to  the  Republic  of  the  Grifons; 
but  as  the  prefent  envoy  dwells  in  his  own  houfe 
at  Reichenau,  it  is  now  occupied  by  the  Auftrian 
delegate.  It  is  fituated  upon  an  eminence,  an4 
commands  a  fine  view  of  the  adjacent  country. 

*  The  emprefs  was  alive  when  I  wrote  this  letter:  on  her 
deceafe  it  was  inherited  by  her  fon,  the  j>rtfent  emperor  of 
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The  rich  plain,  vhiqh  extends"  as  far  as  Reiche- 
nauf  is  bounded  on  all  fides  by  high  mountains, 
and  yields,  among  other  produ&ions,  abundance 
of  wheat.  The  Lower  Rhine  flows  through  it 
in  a  wide  and  ftony  channel. 

The  delegate  finding,  during  our  converfa* 
tion,  that  I  had  a  letter  of  recommendation  from 
Count  Firmian  to  the  Aijftrian  Envoy  at  Reiche- 
nau,  invited  me  to  dinner,  and  politely  offered 
to  accompany  me  in  the  afternoon  to  Reiche* 
nau ;  an  invitation  which  I  made  no  fcruple  to 
accept.  The  company  at  table  confifted  of  the 
adminiftrator,  his  wife,  and  a  capuchin  friar. 
The  lady  fpoke  nothing  but  Rbmanih,  fo  that  I 
was  not  able  to  enjoy  much  of  her  converfation* 
}  could  only  drink  her  health,  and  make  her  a 
fhqrt  compliment,  which  I  had  learned  by  rote* 
I  held  a  long  converfation,  in  the  French  tongue, 
with  the  adminiftrator,  upon  the  barony  of  Ret- 
?uns,  on  which  fubjeft  he  kindly  gave  me  the 
following  information.  As  delegate  of  the  era- 
prefs  of  Germany,  he  has  a  kind  of  territorial 
jurifdiftion  over  the  village  and  diftriQ:  of  Ret- 
zuns.  The  barony  of  Retzuns  comprizes  the 
villages,  of  Retzuns,  Bonadutz,  Embs,  and 
Feldlberg,  which  form  a  High  Jurifdiction  in 
(he  Grey  League,  and  fend  two  deputies  to  the 
general  diet  of  the  Grifons ;  the  people  are  free; 
they  afiemble  annually  in  the  court  of  the  caftle 
to  ele&  their  magiftrates,  when  every  male  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  has  a  vote*  The  delegate 
nominates  the  Landamman  from  three  candidates 
appointed  by  the  people :  the  emprefs  receives 
the  fines  for  criminal  offences,  and  pays  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  procefs ;  the  prifoners  are  confined 
in  the  caftle,  but  are  tried  by  judges  chofen  by 
{he  people. 

After 
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After  dinner  I  accompanied  ray  hoft  through 
a  rich  and  fertile  plain  to  Reichenau,  and  waited 
upon  Mr*  Buol,  the  Auftrian  envoy,  who  re- 
ceived me  with  great  attention'  and  politenefe; 
and  obligingly  invited  me  te  remain  fome  time  at 
Reichenau ;  an  invitation  I  declined  for  the  pre- 
sent, through  my  impatience  of  arriving  at  Coirc, 
where  I  expefted  to  receive  feveral  letters  from 
fny  friends  in  England,  from  whom  I  had  not 
fieard  4ince  fny  departure  from  Milan.  Reiche- 
nau is  {ituated  upon  the  conflux  of  the  two 
^ranches  which  form  the  Rhine.  The  lower 
fcranch  is  the  fame  which  I  followed  during  the 
greateft  part  of  its  courfe  from  Splugen?  the 
upper  branch  rifes  near  the  mountain  of  St. 
Cot  hard,  and  flows  through  the  valley  of  Sopra 
Sdva.  The  caftJe,  pr  houfe  of  Mr.  Buo1,  is 
placed  in  a  moft  romantic  fituation  upon  a  final! 
eminence,  a  little  above  the  junction,  and  the 
garden  advances  to  \h$  Rhine.  At  this  place 
there  are  two  bridges,  which  were  built  by  the 
nephew  of  Grubenman,  that  deferve  particular 
notice ;  one,  which  is  thrown  acrofs  the  lower 
branch  of  the  Rhine,  meafured  thirty-five  paces, 
or  about  a* hundred  and  five  feet.  The  fecond 
is  buik  acrofs  the  Rhine  below  the  point  of 
union,  and  forms  a  moil  beautiful  object.  It ,18 
a  wooden  bridge  of  a  fingle  arch,  covered  like 
that  of  Schaffhaufen,  and  conftru&ed  upon  the 
fame  plan,  with  this  difference  however,  that 
the  road  is  not  carried  in  lb  perfeft  a  level. 
The  fpan  of  the  arch  is  two  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  in  length.  As  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  in 
this  fpot  are  more  elevated  than  thofe  of  the 
fame  river  at  Schaffhaufen,  the  bridge  of  Reiche* 
nan  is  raifed  confiderably  higher  above  the  fur- 
Antiquarians  derive  the  name  of  Retzuns  from 
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.of  che  water  fhaa  Aat  of  (kheffhaufeti  *. 
And  as  it  pre&nt*  alfo  to  the  eye  but  a  <tagk 
-curve,  its  general  appearance  is  tar  more  p*&u« 
refque,  and  its  effeft  more  ftriking.  But  it  is 
not  near  fp  beautiful  a  piece  of  architecture  aa 
the  bridge  of  Wettingen,  which  is  Grubenman'* 
mafter-piece.  The  more  I  examine  thefe  bridges, 
the  more  I  am  (truck  with  the  fublime  fimplicity 
of  the  (IruQure ;  the  more  I  am  aftonifhed,  thai 
the  perfoii  who  firft  cpnegived  the  plan  was  3 
common  carpenter,  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  theory  of  mechanics,  and  indebted  to  a  na- 
tural genius  for  having  carried  practical  archi- 
tecture to  fuch  perfection. 

In  my  way  from  Reichenau  to  Coire,  I  (top- 
ped at  Embs,  in  order  to  inquire  if  there  are 
any  remains  of  an  old  caftle,  in  which  William, 
fon  of  Tancred  king  of  Sicily  wa$  confined. 
At  prefent  there  is  not  the  fmalleft  veftige  of 
fuch  a  fabric  j  but  according  to  the  tradition  of 
the  country  it  formerly  (tood  vpo*1  a  hill,  where*, 
on  the  church  is  now  ere&ed. 

The  valley  from  Reichenau  to  Coire  is  about 
two  miles  broad,  and  produces  corn,  pafture* 
and  fome  vines,  which  begin  to  make  their  ap- 
pearance near  Embs.  The  Rhine  flows  through 
it  with  the  rapidity  of  a  torrent.  Several  infu- 
lated  ro^ks  are  fcattered  on  the  banks  of  the  ri- 
ver, fome  barren,  others  covered  with  wood, 
which  greatly  diverfify  the  fcenery.  The  chain 
of  mountains  fronting  the  northern  afpeft  is 
Gverfpread  with  groves  of  fir,  while  the  oppofitq 
ridge  is  richly  clothed  for  fome  way  with  oaks, 

♦  Sec  Letter  1.  +  Letter  13. 
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and  its  fummits  crowned  with  firs  and  pines. 
A  little  way  beyond  I  entered  the  League  of  the 
Houfe  of  God,  and  arrived  in  ggod  time  at 
Coire. 
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League  of  God's  Houfe — Town  and  Bifbopric  of 
Coire — Convent  of  Su  Lucius. 


1HE  whole  territory,  which  is  now  com- 
prised within  the  League  of  the  Houfe  of  God, 
was  under  the  dominion  of  the  bifhop  of  Coire, 
until  the  people,  oppreffed  by  their  rulers,  threw 
off  the  yoke,  and  having  formed  a  general 
league,  compelled  the  biftiop  to  ratify  their  in- 
dependence. 

The  sera  of  this  important  "revolution  is  not 
precifely  marked  in  the  annals  of  this  country. 
Some  hiftorians  have  even  aflcrted,  that  it  hap- 
pened fo  early  as  the  latter  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  and  was  anterior  to  the  formation  of 
the  Grey  League.  But  this  opinion  does  not 
feem  to  be  grounded  upon  fufficient  evidence  ; 
as  the  fads  alledged  in  its  fupport  intimate  little 
more  than  that  the  bifhop  granted  feveral  immu- 
nities to  the  inhabitants,  but  by  no  means  prove, 
that  the  communities  formed  themfelves  into  a 
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league  at  fuch  an  early,  period,  and  afforded  the 
jirji  *  example -of  liberty  in  thefe  parts.  For 
that  honour  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  Grey 
League.  This  revolution,  which  finally  exalted 
the  league  into  its  prefent  (late  of  freedom,  pro- 
bably took  place  between  1424,  the  aera  of  the 
formation  of  the  Grey  league,  and  1436,  the 
year  in  which  the  Ten  Jurifdi&ionft  rofe  into  in. 
*pendence« 

This  league  is  denominated  in  Romanfh  La 
Ligia  dtla  Cbiada  f  ;  in  German;  GottJhaujbund> 
from  which  we  call  it  the  League  of  the  Houft 
0/  God :  it  takes  this  appellation  as  well  from 
the  cathecfraf  fiTulafed  in  its  capital;  as  from 
having  once  been  under  the  junfdi&ion  of  the 
biihop  of  Coire. 

It  is  divided  into  eleven  diftri&s  ;  each  of 
which  (Coire  excepted)  is  fubdivided  into  two 
little  republics  or  communities.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  league  comprehends  twenty-one 
Republics  I ,  and  fend*  twenty-two  deputies  to 
the  general  diet. 

Formerly  the  burgomafter  of  Coire  was-  per- 
petual chief  of  the  league  without  ele&ion,  but 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century  the  other 
communities  claimed  a  power  of  nominating  to 
this  office  in  their  turn.     The  affair  being  re- 

*  CampcII  efpoufes  this  notion,  and  his*  authority  00- 
doubttdJy  Carries  great  weight :  but  we  muft  con  fid  er  that  he 
ground*  his  Opinion  merely  upon  conjecture,  and  that,  as  2 
member  of  the  League  of  God's  Houfe,  he  was  inclined  to 
£ive  to  that  League*  the  preference  in  point  of  antiquity  over 
the  Grey  League. 

f  Chfada*  or  as*  it  is  fbmetimes  written,  Ca-de%  ugQifies 
ftuhexk?],     Hencd  the  French  call  it  La  Ligue  Caddi. 
X  See  Introda&ion. 
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Isrred  to  the  arbitration  of  Zuric,  it  was  de- 
cided, that  for  the  future  the  twenty-two  depu- 
ties of  this  league  fhould  choofe  two  candidates 
from  the  members  of  the  fenate  of  Coire  ;  and 
that  thefe  two  candidates  (hould  draw  lots  for 
the  charge :  a  mode  of  ele&ion  which  is  now  in 
ufe.  The  chief  thus  appointed  is  called  Bunds- 
frejidenty  and  has  feveral  privileges  which  dif- 
tinguiJh  him  from  the  chiefs  of  the  two  other 
leagues.  He  receives  all  the  letters  addreffed  to 
the  Republic  of  the  Grifons  from  foreign  powers, 
and  is  alfo  perpetual  prefident  of  the  Congrefs, 
becaufe  that  aflembly  is  always  held  at  Coire. 

Coire  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  in  a 
rkh  plain  between  tvto  or  three  miles  wide ;  at 
confiderable  breadth  of  valley  for  this  moun- 
tainous country,  Oppofite  is  the  chain  of 
mountains  which  feparate  the  country  of  the 
Grifons  from  the  canton  of  Glarus ;  of  this- 
chain  the  Calendar  is  efteemed  the  higheft 
point ;  but  it  is  far  inferior:  in  elevation  to  fe- 
veral of  the  Swifs  and  Savoy  Alps  I  vifited  in 
my  laft  tour,  and  wants  one  certain  criterion  of 
great  height,  perpetual  fnow. 

The  town  lies  partly  in  the  plain,  and  partly 
upon  the  deep  fide  of  a  rock,  and  is  fur  rounded 
with  ancient  brick  walls,  with  fquare  and  round 
towers,  in  the  ftyle  of  fortification  prior  to  the 
invention  of  powder.  The  ftrects  are  narrow 
and  dirty.  Several  towns  of  Upper  Engadina, 
although  not  fo  large,  make  a  neater  and  more 
elegant  appearance.  It  contains,  about  three 
thoufand  fouls.  *  * 

Many  fables  are  related  concerning  the  foun- 
dation of  Coire:  the  moft  probable  account 
feema  to  be,  that  it  owes  its  origin  to  the  em- 
peror 
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peror  Conftantius,  who,  in  the  355th  year  of 
the  Chriftian  sera,  penetrated  into  Rhetia,  and 
fixed  his  ftation  for'  fome  time  near  the  fpot 
where  Coire  now  (lands.  A  town,  as  it  often 
happened  on  fuch  occafions,.  was  perhaps  con* 
ftrufted  near  the  camp ;  and  from  the  imperial 
refidence  it  is'  fuppofed  to  have  derived  the  name 
Curia,  its  ancient  appellation,  fince  corrupted 
into  Coira  and  Coire.  The  remains  of  two  or 
three  towers,  which  are  evidently  of  Roman 
conftru&ion,  atteft  its  antiquity,  and  ferve  to 
eftablifh  the  truth  of  thefe  conjectures  concern-* 
irig  its  origin* 

The  town  of  Coire  was  formerly  a  city  of  the 
German  empire,  under  the  dominion  of  its  own 
counts,  and  came  in  the  ninth  century  under 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  bifhop.  Like  many  other 
cities  of  Germany,  it  obtained  confiderable  pri- 
vileges from  the  different  emperors  $  and  the  in- 
habitants, having  gradually  circumfcribed  the 
authority  of  the  biihop,  at  length  eftabliihed  an 
independent  republic. 

I  he  government  of  Coire  is  of  a  mixed  form, 
partly  ariftocratical,  partly  democratical.  The 
fupreme  legiflative  authority  refides  in  the  citi- 
zens, whofe  number  amounts  to  two  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  divided  into  five  tribes.  Each 
citizen  has  a  vote  at  the  age  of  twenty.  The 
,  fuffrages  are  never  collected  in  a  meeting  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  affembled  together  in 
one  fpot ;  but  the  objed  of  deliberation  is  fepa- 
rately  laid  before  each  tribe,  and  is  decided  by 
the  majority  of  the  five  tribes. 

The  executive  power  is  entrufted  to  the  coun- 
cil of  feventy,  compofed  of  fourteen  members 
annually  eie&ed  from  each  tribe.   This  fovereign 
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gdttncil  is  divided  into  feveral  leflfer  departments, 
of  which  the  principal  is  the  fenate,  or  council 
Of  fifteen,  who  have  the  chief  dire&ion  of  af- 
fairs, either  folely  or  conjointly  with  other 
members  of  the  fovereign  council.  The  chiefs 
of  Coire  are  two  burgomafters  taken  from 
the  members  of  the  fenate,  who,  although  liable 
to  be  removed,  invariably  continue  in  office  for 
life.  Thefe  two .  magiftrates  enjoy  the  fupreme 
dignity  by  rotation,  each  for  the  fpace  of  a 
year;  during  which  term  the  ading  chief,  un- 
der the  title  of  reigning  burgomafter,  prefides 
in  the  ufual  councils.  The  criminal  tribunal  is 
compofed  of  the  fenate  and  fifteen  other  members 
of  the  fovereign  council.  The  prifoners  are  ex- 
amined and  the  procefs  made  out  by  the  fecret 
council,  formed  of  the  feven  oldeft  members  of 
the  fenate*  The  majority  of  thefe  feven  mud 
concur,  to  order  the  infliftion  of  tortufe.  Afc 
ter  examination  and  convi&ion,  the  ads  of  the 
procefs  are  laid  before  the  criminal  tribunal, 
which  ultimately  partes  fentence ;  and  all  offences, 
excepting  great  crimes,  are  commonly  punifhed 
by  fines. 

My  curiofity  led  me  thisx  morning  to  the 
apartment  in  which  the  general  diet  or  the  Gri* 
fons  is  held  every  three  years j  although  it  con- 
tained no  objeft  worthy  of  defcription,  yet  it 
did  not  fail  to  flrike  my  attention,  as  being  the 
place  where  the  parliament  of  a  free  nation  is 
aflembled. 

Coire  fends  two  deputies  to  this  diet,  who  are 
'generally  the  iwo  burgomafters  ;  but  if  one  of 
thefe  fhould  be  chief  of  the  league,  the  other 
deputy  is  chofen  by  rotation  in  the  five  tribes, 
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with  this  condition,  that  he  rauft  be  a' member 
of  the  council  of  feventy. 

From  the  apartment  in  Which  the  diet  is  held  I 
went  to  the  town-hall,  m  order  to  fee  the  form  of 
adminiftering  the  oath  to  the  new  Bundt-prefident* 
In  general  the  ceremony  takes  place  juft  before 
the  meeting  of  the  diet,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
deputies  orthe  League  of  God*s  Houfe ;  but  as 
the  perfon  to  whom  the  office  now  devolves  was 
not  prefent  at  the  diet,  it  was  neceffarily  poft- 
poned.     All  the  parties  being  aflemb ted,  Mr. 
Tfcharner,   the  laft  prcfident,  with  the  public 
notary,  flood  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room ;  the 
gentleman  appointed  to  fucceed  him  ftood  at  the 
lower  end,  with  the  Bunds-weibtr>  or  fecrctaiy, 
dreffed  in  a  cloak  half  black  and  half  white,  the 
livery  of  the  league.     Mr.  Tfcharner  addreffed 
to  his  fucceflbr  a  fpeech  of  about  ten  minutes, 
in  German,  acquainting  him,  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  deputies  of  the  league  Bunds-pre- 
fident  for  the  enfumg  year,  giving  him  joy  of 
his  promotion,  and  congratulating  the  League 
upon  the  nomination  of  a  perfon  lo  well  calcu- 
lated by  his  integrity  and  abilities  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  the  office.     At  the  concluflon  of  this 
fpeech,  the  public  notary  read  the  oaths  for  the 
prefident,  for  himfelf,  and  the  fecretary.    Mr. 
Tfcharner  then  told  them  to  hotel  up  three  fin- 

Sets  of  their  right-hand,  and  to  repeat  after  him 
icir  feveral  oaths ;  which  ceremony  being-con- 
cluded, the  new  prefident  made  a  fhort  fpeech, 
that  he  was  highly  flattered  with  the  honour 
conferred  upon  hinv,  and  that  he  would  ftrive, 
as  far  as  his  abilities  would  permit  him,  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  Legate  of  which  he 
had  been  ele&ed  prefident.    Then  the  former 
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ptcfidftt  bowing  to  the  new  chief1,  the  Utter 
walked  out  of  the  room  j  and  thus  ended  thtf 
ceremony* 

.  It  is  remarkable,  that  although  in  the  no- 
mination of  the  magiftrates,  prendent,  and  de- 
puties, the  ariftocratical  party  has  the  entire 
direction,  yet  that  the  appointment  to  the  vacant 
governments  of  the  fubje&  provinces  fhould  be 
left  wholly  to  chance.  When  the  turn  belongs 
to  Coire,  the  five  tribes  meet  feparately,  and  a 
candidate  is  appointed  by  lot  from  each  tribe. 
Tbefe  five  perfons  then  draw  lots  for  the  office* 
and  the  fuccefsful  candidate  may  fell  the  turn ) 
with  this  reftri&ion,  that  the  preference  of  pur- 
chafing  it  fhall  be  given  firft  to  a  member  of 
the  lame  tribe,  fecondly  to  any  citizen  of 
Coire,  thirdly  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  League 
of  God's  Houfe.  It  frequently  happens,  that 
the  five  perfons,  who  are  to  draw  lots  for  the 
government,  agree  to  divide  the  profits  of  the 

Upon  the  higheft  part  of  the  town  ftand  the 
bifhop's  palace,  the  cathedral,  and  the  houfes 
belonging  to  the  chapter. 

The  bifhopric  of  Coire  is  very  ancient,  and 
was  probably  erefted  foon  after  the  firft  efta- 
blifhment  of  Christianity  in  thefe  parts  under 
Conftantine,  or  his  fon.  This  diocefe  once 
extended  over  the  whole  Roman  province  of 
Rhetia,  which  comprehended  the  prefent  coun- 
try of  the  Grifons,  Valteline,  Chiavenna,  and 
Bormio,  the  eaftern  diftrift  of  Switzerland  as 
far  as  the  lake  of  Conftance,  and  part  of  Tyrol* 
The  bifhop's  territorial  poffeffions.were  alfo  con- 
fiderable,  and  his  revenues  by  no  means  inade- 
quate to  his  power  and  dignity.  It  would  be 
Y  %  uninterefting 
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uftintereftmg  to  trace  the  diminution  of  hb  as* 
tfcority,  and  the  gradual  annihilation  of  his  ju- 
rifdi&ion  over  the  town  of  Coire,  and  the  com* 
monwealths  of  this  League.  I  (hall  therefore 
obferve,  that  his  authority  was  principally  lef- 
fened  by  the  formation  of  the  League  of  God's 
Houfe,  and  the  limitation  of  his  prerogatives  in 
f  527  :  by  the  former  he  was  compelled  to  ratify 
the  independence  of  the  communities;  by  the. 
Utter  the  principal  prerogatives,  from  which  he 
derived  great  influence  in  the  political  affairs  of 
tbe  Grifons,  were  at  once  annihilated ;  and  be 
vtas  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  private  perfon, 
in  that  country  wherein  he  had  formerly  been 
confidered  as  a  fovereign  prince.  Thefe  pri- 
vileges confided  in  having  admiffion,  and  a 
voice  in  the  general  diet  of  the  Grifons  ;  in  ap- 
pointing feveral  deputies  for  the  fame  afiembly; 
in  nominating  the  chief  magiftrates  of  feveral 
communities  ;  and  in  receiving  appeals  in  civil 
caufes  from  the  decifion  of  the  provincial  courts 
of  juftice.  All  thefe  prerogatives  were  abro- 
gated by  a  general  diet  of  the  Grifons  in  1527 ; 
and  the  few  remaining  rights  have  been  other 
purchafed  or  taken  away.  The  introdu&ion  of 
the  proteftant  religion  gave  the  final  blow  to  his 
power ;  for  his  revenue  fuffered  great  diminution 
by  the  lofs  of  the  tythes,  which  were  feized  by 
the  reformed  communities. 

The  bifliop  is  prince  of  the  Roman  empire; 
a  dignity  annexed  to  the  fee  in  1 1 70,  by  the 
emperor  Frederic  the  Firft,  and  is  ftyled  Lord 
of  Furftenberg  and  Furftenau.  His  revenues 
amount  to  about  £.  a,ooo  fterling/w  arm.  They 
arife  chiefly  from  eftates  near  Coire,  and  in  the> 
Tyrol.     He  receives  alfo  the   annual    fum  of 
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Sfbout  £  70  from  the  cuftoms  of  Chiavenna,  in 
return  for  having  ceded  his  right  over  the  Val- 
t?line,  Chiavenna,  and  Bormio,  to  the  Republic 
of  the  three  leagues  *.  The  only,  prerogatives 
remaining  are  the  right  of  coining  money,  and 
an  abfolute  jurifdidtion  both  in  civil  and  cri- 
minal affairs  within  the  fmall  diftrid  in  which 
his  palace  and  the  chapter  are  fituated.  Beyond 
this  diftriflt  he  enjoys  not  the  leaft  power :  fo  far 
from  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  he 
could  not  even  enter  it  if  the  inhabitants  chofe  to 
exclude  him;  a  right  which  they  afferted  in 
1764,  upon  the  following  occasion.  A  Ca- 
tholic, in  order  to  prevent  his  being  arretted  for 
a  crime  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  took  refuge 
from  the  hands  of  juftice  in  the  cathedral*  The 
inhabitants,  inflamed  by  the  bifhop's  refufal  to 
deliver  him  up,  raifed  a  gate  cldfe  to  the  only 
opening  which  leads  into  the  epifcopal  diftritt  ; 
by  which  means  the  avenue  to  the  palace  was 
clofed  :  this  manoeuvre  conquered  the  biihop's 
obftinacy,  and  the  criminal  was  delivered  up. 
The  gate  ftiil  exifts,  and  is  ready  to  be  ufed 
upon  another  occafion. 

The  bifhop  is  chofen  by  the  chapter.  Many 
<lifputes  relating  to  his  ele&ion  have  arifen  be- 
tween the  canons  and  the  League  of  God's 
Houfe :  the  latter,  in  virtue  of  a  treaty  con- 
traded  in  1 54 1  with  the  biihop,  protefts,  .that 
only  a  native  of  the  League  can  be  promoted  to 
the  fee.  This  treaty  was  obferved  .until  1693, 
when  a  foreigner  was  elefted ;  from  that  period 
the  canons  have  disregarded  the  right  afferted 
by  the  League,  and  have  without  refervc  given 

their 
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their  votes  to  aliens  :  at  every  new  ele&ion  the 
League  remonftrates,  but  without  effed.  The 
prefent  bifliop  is  Francis  Dionyfius,  of  the 
ancient  family  of  Roll  in  the  Tyrol, 

This  epifcopal  diftritt  is  only  a  few  hundred 
paces  in  circumference,  and  is  furrounded  by 
high  walls.  I  examined  the  bifhop's  palace; 
the  greated  part  is  modern,  excepting  a  fquare 
tower,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  conftrud* 
ed  by  the  Romans.  It  is  of  ftrong  but  clurafy 
workmanlhip,  and  is  in  no  degree  entitled  to 
notice,  except  as  a  monument  of  antiquity. 

In  the  cathedra]  I  obferved  no  one  objeft  of 
curiofity,  unlefs  the  bones  of  St.  Lucius,  richly 
ornamented  after  the  fafhion  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic relic?,  fhould  be  thought  worthy  of  at* 
tention. 

rJThe  chapter  confifts  of  twenty-four  canon*, 
of  whom  fix  are  refident.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  dirtrift  are  all  Catholics. 

Above  the  palace,  and  upon  the  higheft  ex- 
tremity of  the  town,  is  the  convent  of  St.  Lu* 
ciqs.  It  takes  its  name  from  a  fmall  chapel 
dedicated  to  that  faint,  who,  according  to  the 
legends  of  the  Romifli  church,  was  a  king  of 
England  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fecond  century. 
Having  embraced  Chriftianity,  and  being  in- 
flamed  with  religious  zeal,  he  quitted  his  throne, 
fuid  wandering  into  thefe  parts  built  an  hermi- 
tage upon  the  fpot  where  his  chapel  now  ftands, 
and  by  his  preaching  and  example  converted 
numbers  to  a  belief  of  the  gofpel.  He  is  ftyled 
the  apoftle  of  the  Grifons,  and  is  greatly  revered 
as  a  faint  by  the  Catholics,  while  the  Proteftants 
of  the  town  pay  him  not  the  lead  veneration. 
Burnetj  in  his  Travels,  relates,  that  he  endea* 
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veured  c«  to  Jhew  tin  good  old  bijbop  that  the 
legend  of  Lucius  was  a  fable  in  all  the  parts  of  //, 
but  mqft  remarkable  in  that  which  related  to  the 
Grifons  ;  and  that  we  bad  no  kings  in  Britain  at 
that  time,  but  were  a  province  to  the  Romans  ; 
that  noantient  authors  fpeak  of  it9  Bede  being  the 
firjt  that  mentions  it ;  and  that  the  pretended  letter 
to  pope  Eleutberiusy  together  with  his  anfwer9  has 
evident  characters  of  forgery  in  iu  All  this9  he 
adds,  Jignified  nothing  to  the  biJhop9  who  affured 
me  that  they  bad  a  tradition  of  that  in  their  church, 
and  it  was  inferted  in  their  Breviary \  which  he 
^firmly  believed." 

As  1  was  well  aware,  that  my  endeavours  to 
convince  the  monks  of  the  falfity  of  the  legend 
would  have  ended  as  unfuccefsfully  as  the  rea- 
soning of  Burnet,  I  did  not  imitate  his  exam- 
ple;  but  without  entering  into  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  ftory,  I  contented  rayfelf  with 
admiring  the  beautiful  profpeft,  which  was  the 
motive  that  induced  me  to  vifit  the  convent. 
The  environs  of  Coire  are  delightful.  The  plain 
is  richly  diverfified  with  corn  and  paiture  ; 
the  hills  gradually  Hoping  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  are  covered  with  vines,  which  yield 
wine  of  an  agreeable  flavour,  but  not  ftrong. 
The.  points  of  view  vary  furprifingly,  from 
agreeable  to  romantic,  from  romantic  to  wild, 
'file  Rhine,  which  flows  rapidly  through  the 
plain,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  mile,  begins 
here  to  be  navigable  by  rafts,  and  merchandise 
is  tranfporte^  toward  landau  and  Zuric* 
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£ajtle  of  HaldenfiemSfminary  of  Literature. 


1  RODE  this  evening,  in  company  with  two 
gentlemen  of  Coire,  from  whom  1  have  received 
great  marks  of  attention  and  politenefs,  to  Hal- 
denftein,  which  may  be  called  the  fmalleft  fovc- 
reignty  in  Europe.     We  paffed  along  the  fide  of 
the  hills,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  rugged  rocks 
which  lead  to  the  League  of  the  Ten  Jurisdic- 
tions ;    and  enjoyed  the  whole  way  a  fine  view 
of  the  rich  plain,  ftretching  from  the  town  of 
Coire  as  far  as  Embs.     The  beautiful  verdure 
of  the  meadows,  the  Hoping  hills  clothed  with 
vines,    the  craggy  mountains,    partly  covered 
with  vines,  partly  overfpread  with  wood,  and 
partly  bare,  formed  altogether  a  ftriking  prof- 
pe£t     We  croffed  the  Rhine  to  Haldeftein,  a 
fmali  village  confiding  of  about  fixty  houfes,  and 

Proceeded  to  the  houfe  occupied  by  the  prefcnt 
aron,  Rhodolph  de  Salis,  who  received  me 
with  great  politenefs,  and  kindly  indulged  my 
-  cyriQfitjj 
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itiariofity,  by  fliewing  me  his  little  territory,  spu} 
^.nfwcring  my  inquiries  with  great  readinefs  and 
^xaftnefs,    The  baron,  a  gentleman  of  confider* 
^ble  learning  and    indefatigable  induftry,   has 
formed  a  large  collection  of  manufcript?  relative 
to   the  Grifons,  frpm  which  he  has  drawn  ample 
piaterials  for  .a  publication,  in  which  he  is  at 
prefent   engaged.     His    researches    are   chiefly 
biographical;  and  his  work  h  intended  to  illus- 
trate the  memoirs  of  the  principal  perfons,  who 
have   rendered   themfelves  confpicuous   among 
the  Grtfbns  by  their  anions  and  abilities  *• 

Witfi  refpeft  to  the  barony  of  Haldenftein,  he 
informed  me,  that  it  was  formerly  under  the  pro* 
teftion  of  the  feven  ancient  cantons  of  Switzer- 
land; that  fince  the  year  15<>8»  it  has  been'ap 
independent  fovereignty,  undgr  the  protection  of 
the  three  leagues ;   that  in  the  middle  of  the  fif- 
teenth century  it  was  poffeffed  in  right  of  mar- 
riage by  John  de  Caftron,  French  ambaflador  to 
the  Republic  of  the  Grifons,  and  at  his  death, 
in  1565,  came  into  th^  family  of  Schauenftein :  - 
that  the  male  line  being  extjnft,  it  was  divided 
between  two  females  of  the  collateral  branches, 
pne  of  whom  married  a  de  Sails,  and  the  other 
an  Hartmannis.     In  the  beginnipg  of  this  cen- 
tury the  defendants  of  the  formpr  purchafed  the 
other  half,  ajid  again  reunited  \t  under  one  per* 
fon. 

>  This  work  is  annoupted  as  not  yet  finished,  in  Halter's 
Schweitxer-fiibttothek,  vol.  II.  p.  364,  under  the  following 
titles :  i»  Rbtiia  Illuftrata,  conienant  Pbijloire  eu  let  principaux 
evenemene  de  la  vie  det  Hommtt  celelret  qui  ont  paru  au  pais 
det  Grifoms.  2.  Rkttia  Literaria,  mt  Catalogue  de  tout  lei 
auteurs  Grifons,  de  leur  vie,  et  de  leurs  outrages. 

The 
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The  whole  barony  confifts  of  a  fmall  femitir- 
cular  plain,  which  lies  between  the  Rhine  and 
the  bottom  of  the  Calendar,  about  five  miles  in 
length,  and  fcarcely  one  in  breadth.    It  occupies 
alfo  part  of  the  mountain,  which  is  fo  fteep  as 
not  to  be  inhabited.    It  contains  only  two  vil- 
lages, that  of  Haldenftein  and  Sewils,  and  the 
whole  number  ofcfubjefts  amount  to  no    more 
than  between  three  and  four  -hundred.      The 
people  were  ferfs,  or  vaflals,  until  the  year  1701, 
when  the  grandfather  of  the  prefent  baron  gave 
to  them  feveral  immunities.    At  prefent  the  lord 
has  territorial  jurifdiltion ;    the  exclufive  privi- 
lege of  hunting  and  fifhing ;  a  claim  of  two  days 
work  annually  from  each  of  his  fubje&s,  and  a-- 
load  of  dung  from  each  peafant.    He  appoints 
the  judge  in  the  criminal  court,  receives  the  fines 
for  offences,  from  which  he  pays  the  expences 
of  the  procefs,  and  has  the  power  of  pardoning. 
He  nominates  the  prefident,  and  part  of  the  jury 
in  civil  caufes,  and  in  all  cafes  of  appeal  judges 
in  the  laft  refort. 

The  baron  {hewed  me  feveral  coins  ftruck  by 
his  predeceflbrs :  'the  moil  ancient  was  a  gold 
piece  of  161 1,  the  year  in  which  the  emperor 
Matthias  conferred  the  right  of  coining  money 
upon  the  baron  of  Haldenftein;  a  privilege 
which  he  ftill  enjoys. 

The  ancient  caftle  of  Haldenftein,  from  which 
the  barons  took  their  title,  is  now  in  ruins ;  but 
its  remains  are  ftill  vifible  upon  the  fides  of  the 
mountain:  above  it  is  another  ruined  caftle  called 
Lichtenftein,  which  was  formerly  inhabited  by 
an  anceftor  of  prince  Lichtenftein  of  Vienna, 
and  from  which  he  is  faid  to  derive  his  tide. 
The  prince  is  fo  convinced  of  his  defcent  from 

the 
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ancient  pofleffors  of  this  caftle,  and  fo  proud 
jd£  tlieir  antiquity,  that  he  was  at  the  expence  of 
procuring  a  (lone  from  thefe  ruins,  for  the  foun- 
dation ftone  of  a  fuperb  palace  which  he  has 
built  at  Vienna,  that  it  might  be  laid  to  contain 
fbme  materials  of  the  original  caftle  in  which  his 
axtceftors  once  refided. 

The  prefent  houfe,  occupied  by  the  baron  of 
Haldenftein,  was  built  in  1545*  by  James  de 
Caftrio  j  it  is  pleafantly  fituated  near  the  Rhine, 
•and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  town  of  Coire, 
and  the  adjacent  country. 

A  few  years  ago  the  caftle  of  Haldenftein  was 
converted  into  a  feminary  for  the  education  of 
youth.  An  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  this  insti- 
tution, and  the  caufe  of  its  fubfequent  decline, 
has  led  me  to  gain  fome  infight  into  the  general 
fkate  of  literature  in  this  country. 

It  had  long  been  a  ferious  caufe  of  complaint, 
that   in  the  whole  country  of  the  Grifons  there 
was  no  public  feminary  for  completing  the  edu- 
cation of  youth ;    and  that  all  who  followed  any 
of    the    learned    profeffions    were    obliged    to 
repair   to  foreign  academies.      M.  de  Salis  of 
Manchlins,  and  fome  other  perfons  of  the  firft 
confequence  among  the  Grifons,  confidering  this 
defeat  a  difgrace  to  their  country,  projected  a 
plan  fpr  the  inftitution  of  an  academy;  and  hav- 
ing obtained  the  ratification  of  the  general  diet, 
which  aJTembled  at  Davos  in  1761,  carried  it 
into  immediate  execution  at  their  own  expence, 
with  a  zeal  for  literature  which  reflects  the  higheft 
honour  upon  their  exertions. 

The  plan  was  extenfive  and  ufeful,  and  feemed 
well  calculated  to  fecure  fuccefs:  for  a  ihort  time 
it  wore  a  flourifhing  appearance j    but  this  prof- 
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perous  beginning  was  not  fucceeded  by  any  be* 
neficiai  confequences.  Its  decline  was  owing  to 
the  little  countenance  given  to  literature;  was 
battened  by  quarrels  which  arofe  between  the 
profeflbrs ;  and  in  1779,  within  the  fpace  of  fif- 
teen years  from  its  firft  eftablifhment,  the  intti- 
tution  was  diflblved. 

The  general  ftate  of  literature  among  the  Gri- 
fons  is  at  a  very  low  ebb.  One  of  the  moft 
learned  men  in  this  country,  and  who  would  be 
far  from  depreciating  the  knowledge  of  his 
countrymen  without  fufficient  foundation,  thus 
expreffes  himfelf  upon  this  head  * : — "  As  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs  is  entirely  in  die  hands 
of  the  people,  the  greateft  part,  confidering  no* 
thing  but  their  own  profit,  defpife  every  fpecies 
of  polite  learning,  and  are  unwilling  to  allow 
any  falaries,  or  beftow  any  honours  upon  the 
profeffors ;  fo  that  all  perfons  who  cultivate  the 
iciences  are  incited  merely  by  the  love  of  glory, 
?tnd  a  difinterefted  zeal/9  If  this  is  the  cafe,  it 
would  be  chimerical  to  exped  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences to  flourifh  in  an  ungrateful  foil,  where 
they  meet  with  no  encouragement:   but  even 

*  In  Rhttia  nqftra  rtrum  adminifiratio  omnium  a  pkk  & 
pendet,  cujut  numerut  potior  non  njfi  que  ante  nafum  fimU  itu 
lucrum  atlferunt%  Japit,  quicquid  de  refiquo  agatury  liiterat  fo- 
lhioresf  cum  omni  gloria  et  commodis  que  ex  UTu  fubfequunlvrt 
qtiafi  rejtcienda  eontemnit ;  nullum  carum  profeffbrwus  premm^ 
nullum  meritvm,  laudenj  millam  tr\buit\  Ju  ut  qui  liiterat 
Omtntf  et  txcolant)  ex  generofo  quopiam  animi  imfetu  id  agmtit 
fepofito  omni  alio  Jine9  ef  abfque  ullo  ad  cas  calcaru  Ei  tk 
tamen  non  olfianhbus  %  reperti  et  apud  Not  qui  generofi  edtdemt 
pefforif  documenta  \  repent  etiam,  qui  fdentiarum  culturam,  ot 
mmorem  quibvfois  aim  prmtulerunt,  licet  illorum  laborn  ac  m* 
■  moriafere  cum  ipjis  inter  eat  y  nee  fit  qui  earn  ab  mteritu  vpukd* 
Jporta  Hifl.  Reformat,  fihttic.  Frtfat, 
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amidft  thefe  obftacles  to  improvement,  there 
have  never  been  wanting,  and  there  ftill  are  to 
be  found,  men  of  fuperior  fouls,  who  have  de- 
dicated their  time  to  the  cultivation  of  letters $ 
and  who  merit  the  higheft  praife,  for  labouring 
in  the  vineyard  without  hopes  of  profit. 

The  Proteftants  who  receive  a  liberal  educa- 
tion repair  for  the  moil  part  to  Zuric  or  Bafle, 
and  the  Catholics  to  Milan,  Pkvia,  or  Vienna. 

Each  community  has  a  fmall  fchool,  in  which 
the  children  are  taught  to  write,  read,  and  caft 
accounts  ;  but  which  is  only  open  in  winter, 
from  the  9th  of  November  to  the  7th  of  March. 
Thofe  parents  who  wi(h  to  give  their  children  a 
better  education,  and  who  can  fupport  the  ex- 
pence,  mud  either  fend  them  to  foreign  parts,  or 
have  a  private  tutor  at  home. 

There  is  a  Latin  feminary  at  Coire  for  the 
children  of  the  burghers,  and  another,  inftituted 
in  1763,  for  the  education  of  perfons  intended 
for  the  church;  and  although  thefe  eftablilhments 
are  poorly  endowed,  yet  they  have  been  produc- 
tive of  fome  literary  advantages  to  the  country* 
There  is  alfo  a  typographical  fociety  at  Coire  for 
Latin,  German,  and  Romanfh:  books  in  the 
latter  tongue  are  alfo  printed  in  the  Lower  En- 
gadina  and  at  Difentis, 
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feitrue  of  Ten  *Jurifdt&ions — Fntzerol — Baths  pf 
Alvenew^Davm — Valley  of  Pretigau — Ma- 
lontz—MayenfiHd— Baths  rf  Pf  effort. 


1  QUITTED  Coire  yefterday  morning,  in 
order  to  make  an  excurfion  into  the  League  of 
the  Ten  Jurifdittions ;  but  before  I  proceed  in 
my  account  of  this  expedition,  I  (hall  fend  you 
a  ihort  abftraft  of  this  league,  from  its  firft 
foundation  to  its  prefent  independency. 

This  league  ought  properly  to  be  called,  sad 
indeed  is  not  unfrequentlv  denominated  in  this 
country,  the  League  of  tne  Eleven  Jurisdictions, 
from  the  number  of  communities  of  which  it  is 
compofed ;  but  as  upon  its  firft  union  it  was 
formed  of  ten  jurifdi&ions,  it  ftiil  retains  its 
original  appellation,  although  one  of  the  jurif- 
di&ions  has  been  fince  that  period  fubdivided 
into  two. 

The 
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The  territory  of  this  league  was  formerly  un- 
der the  dominion  of  the  barons  of  Vatz,  whofe 
authority  was  limited,  as  the  people  poffefled  very 
confiderable  privileges.    Upon  the  death  of  Do- 
natus,  the  lad  baron,  the  count  of  Toggeburg, 
who  had  married  his  eldeft  daughter,  fucceeded 
to  his  poffeflions;  and  Frederic,  one  of  his  de- 
fendants, dying  in  1436  without  iflue,  the  fe- 
veral  communities  united,  formed  an  offenfive 
and  defenfive  alliance,   and  ere&ed  themfelves 
into  a 'league.    But  although  by  this  alliance 
they  increased  their  immunities,  yet  they  were 
by  no  means  perfedly  independent ;  for  the  male 
heirs  of  the  count  of  Toggeburg  obtained  the 
lordfhip  over  thefe  jurifdi&iong,    after  haying 
confirmed  all  their  privileges,  and  added  others. 
Afterwards  Sigifmond,  archduke  of  Auftria  and 
count  of  Tyrol,  purchafed  the  baronial  rights. 
Upon  his  death  they  devolved  to  his  heir,  Maxi- 
milian the  Firft,  and  the  fucceffors  of  that  em- 
peror.    Thefe  prerogatives  confided  in  the  ap- 
pointment,  in  feveral  of  the  communities,   of 
the  criminal  judge,  in  the  power  of  pardoning, 
'   in  receiving  part  of  the  fines,  in  nominating  the 
principal  magiftrates  from  three  candidates,  and 
in  other  fimilar  privileges,  which  gave  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  confiderable  influence  in  the 
interior  adminiftration  of  affairs.    Thefe  rights 
exercifed  by  means  of  a  governor  who  refided  at 
Cartels,  but  who  could  not  be  appointed  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  league,  were  gradually 
annihilated,  either  by  purchafe  or  concefHon; 
the  feveral  communities  became  entirely  inde- 
pendent; and  this  independence  was  folemnlv 
ratified  by  the  emperor  Ferdinand  the  Third, 

foon  after  the  peace  of  Weftphalia. 
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After,  about  half  an  hoar's  afcent  from  Coire* 
I  entered  the  League  of  the  Ten  Jurifdiftions 
near  Malix  ;  pafled  along  the  Yale,  and  through 
the  community  of  Churwalden,  in  which  me 
hamlets  lie  prettily  fcattered  about  the  vale,  and 
upon  the  (ides  of  the  mountains.  I  made  afmall 
circuit  in  order  to  pafs  through  the  village  of 
Fatzerol,  which  confifts  only  of  five  or  fix 
houfes,  and  (lands  at  the  bottom  of  fome  very 
high  and  rugged  mountains ;  it  is  celebrated  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  Grifons  as  being  the  place 
where,  in  14719  the  firft  perpetual  alliance  was 
ratified  by  the  deputies  of  the  three  leagues.  I 
was  accompanied  to  the  fpot  by  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  who  was  not  difpleafed  with 
the  enthufiafm  I  teftified  at  beholding  the  birth- 
place of  their  liberties.  The  houfe  is  now  in 
ruins,  and  the  apartment  which  was  remarkable 
for  the  meeting  of  the  deputies  no  longer  re- 
mains. Having,  with  the  affiftance  of  my  com- 
panion, traced  its  fite,  I  confidered  with  refped 
the  fpot  which  was  once  fan&ified  by  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  general  union ;  lamented  that  fo 
venerable  a  pile  of  building  (hould  be  fuffered 
to  fall  into  decay ;  and  felt  difappointment,  that 
there  was  no  inicription  by  public  authority,  in 
order  to  confign  together  the  date  of  the  tranf- 
a&ion,  and  to  confecrate  the  place  which  had 
been  witnefs  to  an  event  the  mod  memorable  in 
the  annals  of  this  country. 

Having  fatisfied  my  curiofity  in  viewing  thefe 
refpe&able  remains,  I  defcended  through  Brierltz 
to  the  baths  of  Alvenew.  The  fource  which 
gives  celebrity  *  to  the  laft-mentioned  place  is 
lulphureous,  and  refembles  both  in  fmell  and 
lafte  the  Harrowgate  water.    The  fituation  of 
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thefe  baths  is  highly  romantic,  by  the  fide  of  the 
torrent  Atbnla,  at  the  bottom  of  the  majeftic 
Alps. 

Having  patted  through  Alvenew  and  Ander- 
wifen,  I  mounted  a  very  fteep  rugged  afcent 
through  a  thick  foreft,.  and  then  purfued  a  nar- 
row path  upon  the  fide  of  a  rock  called  Zug, 
over  a  fteep  precipice,  with  a  torrent  flowing 
beneath.  This  rock  is  mbftly  bare,  excepting  a 
few  flubbed  firs,  the  remains  of  a  foreft  which 
was'  formerly  deftroyed  by  fire ;  hence  it  is  called 
the  Burnt  Wood^  and  exhibits  a  mod  defolate 
appearance.  At  the  bottom  of  this  rock,  clofe 
to  the  torrent,  are  mines  of  filver,  which  were 
formerly  worked.  I  entered  the  jurifdittion  of 
Davos  at  the  village  of  Glarus,  and  took  up  my 
lodging  in  a  neat  cottage. 

The  diftrift  of  Davos  is  a  long  plain,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  gradually  rifing  into 
hills,  which  terminate  in  high  mountains.  It  is 
not  unlike  the  valley  of  Upper  Engadina,  but  is 
more  fertile.  Near  the  church  of  St.  John  there 
is  a  fmall  clufter  of  eight  or  ten  houfes  contigu- 
ous to  each  other :  in  the  other  parts  the  cottages 
are  thickly  ftrewed  over  the  plain,  and  upon  the 
gentle  acclivities,  as  in  the  canton  of  Appenzel, 
each  with  its  little  territory.  The  country  pro* 
duces  oats,  rye,  large  quantities  of  rich  pafture, 
and  yields  two  crops  of  hay  in  one  feafon.  It 
is  now  the  fecond  harveft,  and  the  fields  are  co- 
vered with  mowers.  The  bordering  mountains 
are  overfpread  to  their  fummits  with  forefts  of 
fir  and  larch,  intermixed  with  meadows :  above 
them  tower  the  rugged  Alps.  A  clear  murmur- 
ing ftream  flows  through  the  midft  of  the  plain, 
with  a  gentle  though  lively  courfe ;   its  banks 
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prettily  ornamented  with  fcattered  cottager, 
which  are  remarkably  neat  and  commodious*  ] 
Some  are  built  of  trees  piled  one  upon  another! 
others  have  (lone  foundations,  aftd  the  upper 
part  of  wood ;  others  are  conftrufted  with  ftone 
plaiftered  and  white-waihed.  I  walked  to  the 
valley  of  Diefma,  leading  to  Scampf  in  Upper 
Engadina,  which  is  clofed  at  fome  diftance  by  a 
high  mountain  covered  with  fnow,  faid  to  be 
one  of  the'  moil  elevated  in  the  country  of  the 
Grifons.  It  is  called  the  Swart-Horn,  and  is 
part  of  the  Scaletta  Alps,  which  communicates 
with  the  Julian  Alps,  the  Set,  and  the  chain  that 
feparates  the  Valteline  from  Upper  Eagadina  and 
Pregalia*  Clofe  to  my  inn  is  the  town-houfe,  in 
which  the  deputies  compofing  the  general  diet 
of  the  Grifons  are  aflembled  every  three  year*. 
It  is  alfo  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  deputies 
of  this  league,  who  aflemble  annuaUy  in  the 
month  of  May,  for  the  choice  of  the  Bunds 
Landamman,  or  chief  of  the  league,  and  for  the 
tranfa&ing  of  any  particular  bufinefs.  It  is  plain 
and  fimple,  like  the  people  themfelves. 

The  form  of  government  eftabliflied  in  this 
diftrift  of  Davos  is  fimilar  to  that  of  the  fmall 
cantons  of  Switzerland,  and  is  entirely  demo- 
cratical.  The  people  muft  be  aflembled  upon 
all  extraordinary  occafions,  fuch  as  enacting  new 
laws,  deciding  upon  appeals  from  the  general 
diet,  and  raifmg  money*  Every  male  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  has  a  vote.  The  whole  collective 
body  of  the  people,  however,  do  not  meet,  in 
order  to  chufe  their  magiftrates,  who  are  ele&ed 
from  deputies  fent  by  each  diftrift .  The  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs  refides  in  the  great  council ' 
of  eighty-two,  and  the  council  of  fifteen,  which 
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is  included  in  the  former.  The  great  council 
regulates  all  affairs  •  relating  to  finance ;  the  fif- 
teen fuperintend  the  police,  and  are  judges  in 
the  civil  and  criminal  courts  of  juftice  without 
appeal*.  In  criminal  cafes  torture  cannot  be 
infli&ed  without  permiffion  of  the  great  council: 
The  Landamman  is  ele&ed  every  two  years,  and 
is  president  of  both  thefe  councils. 

This  remote  corner  has  produced  feveral  per- 
fons  eminent  in  literature ;  and  particularly  the 
two  hiftorians  of  the  Grifons,  Guler  and  Spre- 
cher; 

John  Gulef  was  born  in  15621  and  died  ill 
1 637,  at  a  very  advanced  age:  He  was  remark* 
>bie  for  his  multifarious  knowledge ;  and  pub-  . 
lifted,  in  16 16,  in  the  German  tongue,  "  an  ac* 
Count  of  the  three  Grifon  Leagues,  and  other 
Rhetian  people*"  In  this  work,  much  efteemed 
by  the  natives,  the  author  gives  a  eircumftantial 
detail  of  the  origin  of  the  antieni  Rhetians,  and 
df  their  emigration  from  Tufcany  into  this  coun- 
try under  their  leader  Rhaetus ;  traces  their  fub* 
fequent  hiftory  under  the  Romans,  and  in  the 
dark  ages,  to  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  cen* 
tury,  when  the  union  of  the  three  leagues  was 
eftablifhed. 

Guler  has  illiiftrated  the  hiftory  of  ancient 
fend  modern  Rhetia  by  wooden  engravings  of 
Wedals,  towns,  and  battles;  genealpgical  tables, 
teats  of  arms,  and  maps ;  which,  though  rude, 

*  It  is  remarkable,  that  through  the  whole  League  of  the 
Ten  Jurifdiclions  there  is  no  appeal  from  the  deciuon  of  the 
civil  courts  of  jultice,  excepting  in  the  community  of  Alve- 
new.  The  inhabitants  of  that  place  being  Catholic  and  Pro- 
teftant,  there  lies  an  appeal  to  the  civil  tribunal  either  of  Chur- 
walden  or  of  Davos,  . 
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are  curious  for  their  antiquity.  The  author  had 
alio  meditated  a  fecond  volume,  on  the  union  of 
the  three  leagues,  on  the  topography  and  hiftory 
of  the  whole  country,  and  on.  the  tranfa&ions  of 
his  own  times. 

For  this  part  of  the  work  Guler  was  eminently 
qualified ;  as  well  from  his  extenfivd  erudition* 
and  for  having  carefully  digefted  Campel's  ac- 
count of.  the  Grifons  *,  as  frdm  the  various 
offices  to  which  he  was  raifed  both  in  the  civil 
and  military  line,  and  the  repeated  embaffies  and 
negotiations  in  which  he  was  employed.  It  is, 
however,  uncertain  whether  this  part  was  ever 
finifhed;  and  if  finifhed,  it  is  probably  loft:  ai 
Mr.  Aporta  has  fearched  for  it  without  fuccefi  in 
the  libraries  and  among  the  manufcrfyts  of  bis 
countrymen  f. 

The  deficiency  of  this  valuable  performance, 
however,  is  fortunately  fupplied  by  Fortunatus 
Spfecher,  the  contemporary,  friend,  and  relati- 
on, of  Guler. 

Sprecher  Was  born  in  1584;  and  in  161 7  gave 
to  the  world  Pallas  Rb&tica  armata  et  togata ;  or 
'  the  military  and  civil  hiilbry  of  the  Grifons  from 
the  earlieft  ages  to  the  sera  in  which  the  book 
was  publifhed.  In  this  work,  which  is  a  mode! 
for  method  and  perfpicuity,  the  author  gives  the 
national  hiftory,  in  ten  books.  The  firft  con- 
tains the  emigration  of  the  Tufcans,  their  fettle* 
ment  in  this  country,  the  defcription  of  the  an- 
tient  Rhetians,  and  their  tranfa&ions  to  the  time 

*  Sec  Letter  72. 

t  See  Aporta  Htft.  Refor.  Ecc.  R*t.  Prae&t. — Haller,  in 
his  Schwcit.  Bib.  No.  814*  fays,  that  it  was  already  prepared 
for  the  prds,  but  was  unfortunately  burnt. 
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of  Auguftps.  The  fecond  comprifes  the  period 
from  the  Auguftan  sera  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  empire  of  the  Franks.  •  The  third  treats  of 
the  Grifons  under  the  empires  of  the  Franks  and 
Germans,  till  1476.  The  fourth  details  the 
wars  of  the  Grifons ;  namely  the  Swabian  war 
againft  Maximilian  the  Firft,  and  the  campaigns 
againft.  James  of  Medici,  from  1525  to  1531. 
The  fifth  comprifes  the  wars  in  which  the  Gri- 
fons were  engaged  under  theftandards  of  foreign 
powers.  Thefixth  relates  the  union  and  poli-. 
tical  ftate  of  the  three  leagues,  and  their  alli- 
ances with  the  Swifs  and  other  powers.  The 
feventh,  eighth,,  and  ninth,  Separately  defcribe 
the  Grey  League ;  the  bifliopric  of  Coire,  and 
the  League  of  God's  Houle ;  and  the  League  of 
Ten  Jurifdi&ions.  The  tenth  concludes  with 
an  account  of  the  Valteline,  Chiavenna,  and 
Bormio. 

A  fecond  volume,  which  appeared  in  1629, 
under  the  title  of,  Hiftoria  Motuum  et  Bellorum 
poftremis  bifce  annis  in  Rbetia  exciiaforum  et  gefi- 
tommy  relates  the  wars  and  troubles  of  the  Gri- 
fons from  1617  to  1629;  a  period  of  turbulence 
and  difcord. 

A  third  volume  continued  the  hiftory  of  the  % 
Grifons  from  16 17   to  a  fhort  time  before  the 
author's  death,  which   happened   in  1 647 ;  but 
has  never  been  given  to  the  public. 

Towards  the  extremity  of  the  beautiful  valley 
of  Davos  I  came  to  a  fmall  lake,  about  four 
miles  in  circumference,  which  is  remarkably  deep 
and  clear,  and  abounds  with  excellent  trout.  It 
lies  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  fupplies  a 
finall  ftream,  which  being  joined  by  one  from 
the  valley  of  Flola,  and  by  another  from  that 
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of  Diefma,  forms  the  murmuring  brook  that 
waters  the  valley  of  Davos,  and  falls  into  the 
Albula  abpve  the  baths  of  Alvenew :  it  is  confi- 
dered  by  fome  writers  as  forming  a  fource  of  the 
Rhine. 

From  the  banks  of  this  lake  I  defcended  to 
another,  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  that 
lies  in  a  wild  and  romantic  fituation,  and  fupplies 
a  fmall  torrent,  which  is  the  fouice  of  th;  Lan- 
quart.  A  little  further  we  paffed  through  a  finall 
pleafant  plain  ftrewed  with  cottages,  which  com- 
poles  the  village  of  Lower  Lera ;  at  (he  extre- 
mity of  which  the  defcent  was  fo  ftecp  and  rug? 
ged,  that  I  difmounted  until  I  reached  the  vale 
of  Pretigay.  I  paffed  through  Ciofter,  Kublis, 
Jenatfch,  and  Schiers,  following  all  the  way  the 
torrent  Laiiquart,  The  country  is  delightful, 
and  greatly  diverfified  with  all  kinds  of  produc- 
tions. It  yields  different  fpecies  of  grain,  rich 
paftures,  abundance  of  fruit-trees,  with  large 
quantities  of  flax  and  hemp :  the  letter  is  much 
cultivated,  tfid  feems  to  be  carried  to  great  per- 
fection. The  peasants  manufacture  coarfe  but 
very  ftrong  linen  from  this  hemp. 

The  mountains  on  each  fide  are  in  fome  parts 
covered  with  forefts ;  and  fo  great  is  the  abun- 
dance of  wood,  that  the  fields  are  either  ftudded 
or  flrirted  with  larch,  pines,  or  beech.  The 
hamlets  are  fcattered  through  the  plain,  and 
along  the  declivities  of  the  mountains,  in  a  very 
pleafing  manner.  The  noufes  are  moftly  of 
wood,  in  the  Swifs  mode  of  conftruftion,  and 
pot  lefs  convenient.  The  road  through  this  vale 
defcends  gently  all  the  way.  1  have  not  for  fome 
time  vifited  a  more  agreeable,  fertile,  and  popu- 
lous diflrid. 
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A  little  beyond  Grufch,  which  lies  under 
feme  bare  rocks  in  a  fertile  plain,  the  valley  of 
Pretigau  contralto ;  and  I  went  through  a  nar- 
row pafs,  between  impending  rocks,  juft  broad 
enough  to  admit  the  torrent  and  the  road.  The 
fudden  change  from  the  fertility  of  the  country 
to  the  rugged  barrennefs  of  this  fpot,  fu0ici~ 
ently  ftriking  of  itfelf,  was  (till  further  height- 
ened by  die  gloom  of  the  evening,  which  ad- 
ded to  the  horror  of  the  fcenery.  The  road 
was  carried  for  fome  way  in  continued  afcent 
and  defcent  along  the  craggy  precipices,  fome- 
times  above,  and  fometimes  upon  a  level  with 
the  torrent.  The  path  was  fo  narrow  and  rug- 
ged, that  I  gave  my  horfe  to  the  guide,  and 
continued  my  way  on  foot.  I  foon  emerged 
from  this  obfeure  pafs,  and,  as  far  as  I  could 
judge  by  the  dim  light  of  the  ftars,  came  into 
a  fine  and  rich  country,  and  went  through  a 
feries  of  vineyards  to  Malantz,  ip  the  diftrid  of 
Mayenfield* 

The  High  Jurisdiction  of  Mayenfield  h  the 
mod  remarkable  in  the  whole  country  of  the 
Grifons,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  are  refpe&ively 
fovereign  and  fubje&s.  They  are  fovereign,  be» 
caqfe  they  form  part  of  the  League  of  the  Ten 
Jurifdi&ions,  fend  deputies  to  the  general  diet 
of  the  Grifons,  and  nominate  to  the  govern? 
ments  of  the  fubjeft  provinces.  They  are  fub- 
jeft,  becaufe,  like  the  fubje£t  provinces,  they 
are  governed  by  a  bailif  fent  from  the  Grifons, 
who  hr  changed  every  two  years,  and  in  whom 
refides  the  fupreme  authority.  1  his  ftrange  in- 
termixture of  privileges  and  fubje&ion  is  derived 
from  the  following  caufes. 

The 


344  LETTER      83. 

The  lorcUhip  of  Mayenfield  was,   like  the 
whole  territory  of  this  league,  fubject  to  At 
counts  of  Toggenburgb,   and,  in  1436,  joined 
the  other  communities  fo  form  a  league.    In 
1 509,  the  prerogatives  enjoyed  by  the  count  of 
Toggenburgh  were  fold,  by  his  heirs,  for  20,000 
florins,  to  the  three  leagues,  which  confirmed 
the  privileges  of  the  inhabitants.     In  1537,  Ma- 
lantz  and  Jennins,  the  remaining  part  of  this 
High  Jurifdi&ion,  were  alfo  purchased  by  the 
three  leagues  for  10,000  florins.     Thus,  while 
the  inhabitants  of  all  the  other  jurifdiftioos, 
who  came  under  the  dominion  of  the  Hovfe  of 
Auftria,  have  purchafed  their  abfolute  indq^en- 
dence,  the  people  of  Mayenfield  and  Malantz, 
although  making  part  of  the  Sovereign  power, 
have  continued  in  the  fame  ftate  as  at  the  firft 
formation  of  the  leagues.    The  bailif  et  gover- 
nor is  appointed  by  the  communities  of  the  .three 
leagues  in  rotation;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this 
very  High  Jurifdi&ion  nominate  the  bailif,  when 
it  is  their  turn  to  prefent  to  that  office. 

The  prerogatives  of  the  bailif,  who  refides  at 
Mayenfield,  are  as  follow :  he  appoints  the  SW- 
vogt9  or  chief  magiftrate  of  that  total,  with  this 
condition,  that  he  mult  be  a  member  of  jbe 
fenate ;  upon  a  vacancy  in  the  .fenate  or  little 
council,  he  nominates  the  new  fenator ;  he  ar- 
refts  criminals,  examines  diem,  and  makes  a 
compofition  if  he  chufes ;  he  cannot  order  tor* 
ture  or  pais  fentence  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  members  of  the  criminal  tribunal  *,  and 

#  The  members  of  this  tribunal  confift  of  fix  judges  from 
the  diftrift  of  Mayenfield,  and  fix  from  that  of  Malantz,  three 
from  Jennins,,  and  two  from  FJaefch. 

when 
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when  they  pafs  featence  can  pardon ;  he  can 
give  a  liberation,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
governor  of  the  Valteline  * ;  he  receives  part 
of  the  fines  for  criminal  offences,  and  a  certain 
portion  of  the  great  ty thes  ;  at  Malantz  he  ap- 
points the  chief  magiftrate  from  three  candidates 
prefenled  by  the  people,  who  choofe  all  the  other 
magiftrates.  Both  Mayenfield  and  Malantz  have 
their  civil  courts,  from  that  of  the  former  there 
lies  an  appeal  to  the.  bailif. 

From  Malantz,  a  fmall  but  handfome  town 
lying  upon  the  fide  of  an  hill,  I  defcended  into 
a  rich  plain  of  pafture,  about  three  miles  in 
breadth.  I  crofled  the  Rhine,  and  foon  after- 
.  wards  afcended  into  the  county  of  Sargans, 
through  hanging  groves  of  larch,  fir,  birch, 
beech,  and  oak.  From  the  eminence  I  looked 
down  upon  a  fine  view,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  of  hills  gently  rifing  from  the  bed  of  the 
river  into  mountains.  Upon  this  chain  are  fitu- 
ated  Mayenfield,  Malantz,  Jennins,  andFlaefch, 
furrounded  by  corn-fields,  meadows,  and  vine- 
yards :  it  feemed  to  me  the  richefl  part  of  this 
country.  1  ohferved  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
Grifons,  at  a  little  diftance,  the  road  f  which  I 
patted  in  1776,  as  I  travelled  from  Appenzel  to 
Walleuftadt. 

Having  reached  Pfeffers,  I  left  my  horfe  at 
the  village,  where  there  is  an  abbey  of  Benedic- 
tine monks,  the  abbot  of  which  is  a  prince  of 
the  empire,  2nd  took  a  guide  to'  the  baths  of  the 
bmp  name,  which  are  did  ant  about  three  miles. 
I  pa{Ted  through  a  thick  foreft  of  beech,  down 
a  fteep  and  rugged  path,  to  the  houfe  which  the 

*  See  Letter  75.  f  Letter  5. 
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abbot  has  built  for  the  reception  of  the  company. 
Formerly  the  accommodations  were  extremely 
indifferent ;  and  the  defcent  into  the  baths  was 
attended  with  great  inconvenience,  if  not  with 
danger.  Affairs  are  now  greatly  changed :  the 
waters  are  conveyed  by  pipes  into  commodious 
baths ;  and  the  houfe,  which  is  not  only  com* 
modious,  but  fuperb,  hangs  in  a  mod  romantic 
Situation,  on  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  amidft 
the  gloom  of  the  foreft,  clofe  to  the  lively  Ta» 
mina. 

Being  defirous  of  vifiting  the  warm  fource,  I 
croffed  the  Tamina,  over  a  wooden  bridge,  and 
entered  into  a  chafm  or  narrow  opening  in  a 
rock  of  lime-ftone,  through  which  that  torrent 
has  forced  its  way.  The  chafm  is  from  ten  to 
twenty  feet  broad,  and  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred feet  high.  In  fome  places  it  is  open  at  top 
and  overfpread  with  fhrubs ;  in  fome  its  fidei 
converge  and  almoft  touch  $  in  others  it  is  quite 
clofed  with  enormous  mafles  of  fallen  rock,  and 
fcarcely  admits  a  feeble  ray  of  light.  The  pat 
fage  along  this  chafm  is  quite  dreadful ;  and  my 
head  almoft  turns  giddy  at  the  bare  recital.  ( 
went  along  a  kind  of  fcaffolding  ere&ed  for 
the  purpofe  of  fupporting  a  wooden  aquedufi, 
through  which  the  waters  are  conveyed  from 
their  lource  to  the  baths :  the  planks  upon  which 
I  walked,  either  refting  upon  long  beams,  or 
fufpended  by  iron  cramps  driyen  into  the  fides 
of  the  rock,  hang  over  the  torrent.  I  was  fre» 
quently  obliged  tp  (loop  for  a  confiderable  way, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  impending  rock :  in  fome 
places  I  traverfed  a  fingle  plank,  which  forms  a 
kind  of  bridge  fufpended  over  the  gulf,  totter? 
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tng   under  my  weight,  and  fo  narrow  that  I 
walked  fideways.    In  this  manner  I  continued 
for  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  I  reached 
the  warm  fpripgs,  which  gtrfh  abundantly  from 
the  crevices  of  the  rock.     Here  the  baths  were 
formerly  conftru&ed :  the  houfes  for  the  recep- 
tion  of  the  lick  were  built  upon  a  platform, 
under  the  over-hanging  crags;    a  fituation  fo 
dreary,   that  I  no  longer  find  the  defcriptions 
given  by  the  writers  of  the  laft  century  in  the 
Jeaft  degree  exaggerated.     Willing  to  convey  a 
general  idea  of  their,  gloominefs,  they  reprefent 
thefe  dwellings  as  never  receiving  the  rays  of 
the  fun,  and  fo  dark  that  the  inhabitants  were 
juxuftomed  to  ufe  candles  at  mid-day.     The  ap- 
proach to  the  baths  was  very  inconvenient :  the 
company  defcended  ranges  of  perpendicular  lad- 
ders,  or  were  let  down  by  ropes.    As  the  rocks 
|iave  fallen,  and  overwhelmed  thefe  fub terraneous 
dwellings,  I  could  obferve  no  traces  of  them, 
except  fome  holes  in  the  rock  for  the  beams  which 
fupported  t)ie  houfes, 

Thefe  baths  have  been  fo  renowned  for  their 
efficacy  in  curing  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  and 
cutaneous  diforders,  that,  according  to  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  they  contain  a  fmall  portion  of 
gold  ;  as  if  that  metal  would  render  them  more 
Jalutary  for  the  cure  of  difeafes. .  The  waters  are 
tranfparent,  perfectly  free  from  fmell  or  tafte, 
?tnd  about  the  warmth  of  milk  immediately  drawn 
from  the  cow.  Perfons  who  have  analyfed  them 
fay,  that  they  depofit  no  fediment,  are  as  light 
and  pure  as  rain-water,  are  impregnated  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  volatile  alcali  and  iron,  but 
f  ontsyn  no  fulphur. 

Ire- 
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I  returned  from  this  fource  through  the  fame 
chafm,  and  along  the  fame  tottering  fcaffolding, 
and  was  not  difpleafed  when  I  iffued  again  into 
day.  I  then  mounted  to  the  village  of  Pfeffen, 
defcended  into  the  plain  of  the  Rhine,  and  baf- 
tened  to  Coire. 


LETTER 
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Unhn  (fthe  Three  Leagues — Diet—bmgrefs. 


1  HE  country  of  the  Grifons  is  divided  into 
three  leagues,  which  unite  and  form  one  repub- 
lic ;  the  Grey  League,  the  Cadee,  or  the  Houfe 
of  God,  and  the  Ten  Jurifdiltions.  The  refpec* 
tive  communities  of  thefe  three  leagues  have 
their  peculiar  conftitution,  enjoy  their  municipal 
laws  and  cuftoms,  and  are  independent  com- 
moi*wealths  in  all  concerns,  which  do  not  inter- 
fere with  the  general  policy  of  the  whole  repub- 
lic, or  the  articles  of  the  particular  league  of 
which  they  form  a  part." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  precife  period  at 
which  the  three  leagues  formally  united  to  com* 
pofe  one  general  republic  cannot  be  afcertained 
from  any  pofitive  record  in  the  annals  of  this 
country.     Campe),    the  belt  hiftorian  of   the 

Grifons, 
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Grifons,  places  Athis  event  about  1436  *•  Fot 
though  the  firft  articles  of  union  which  ate  tranfc 
mitted  to  pofterity  were  drawn  up  in  15^4 ;  it  is 
plain  that  there  wete  others  of  anterior  date* 
becaufe  it  is  therein  exprefsly  mentioned,  that 
the  faid  Articles  were  compiled  from  a  former 
treaty,  with  great  additions.  This  union  hat 
fince  been  frequently  renewed  at  different  peri- 
ods ;  but  thej  fanle  articled  remain  without  any 
alteration* 

The  connexion  between  the  three  leagues  is 
maintained  by  means  of  an  annual  diet,  of  the? 
congrefs,  and  of  the  three  chiefs. 

The  diet  is  compofed  of  fixtythree  deputies, 
and  the  three  chiefs.  Of  thefe  deputies  the  Grey 
League  fend  twenty-feven*  the  Houfe  of  God 
twenty-two,  and  the  Ten  Jurifdi&ions  fourteen. 
They  are  dhofen  in  the  feveral  communities  by 
every  male  of  a  dated  age  +♦ 

The  diet  aflembles  annually  about  the  begin- 
ning of  September  at  Uants,  Coire,  and  Davos, 
by  rotation,  and  continues  fitting  about  three 
weeks  or  a  month.  The  chief  of  that  league,  in 
whofe  diftrift  the  diet  is  held,  is  president  for 
that  turn,  and  has  the  calling  voice  in  cafe  of 
equal  fuffrages.  The  fupreme  authority  is  not 
abfolutely  and  finally  vefted  in  the  diet,  but  in 
the  communities  at  large ;  for  in  all  affairs  of 
importance,  fuch  as  declaring  war,  making 
peace,  enading  laws, ,  contracting  alliances,  and 

*  Sprecher,  however,  in  hia  Pallas  Rhaetica,  fixes  the 
union  of  the  three  leagues  in  1471,  p.  228.  Eliz.  Edit* 
Mod  of  the  Grifon  hlitorians  follow  Sprecher. 

f  The  age  which  entitles  them  to  Tote  is  not  exafily  the 
feme  in  all  die  communities ;  in  fome  it  commences  as  early 
as  fourteen. 

impofing 
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impofing  taxes,  the  deputies  either  bring  pofitive 
inftru&ions  from  their  conftituents,  or  refer  thofe 
points,  concerning  which  they  have  no  inftru&i* 
ons,  to  the  decifion  of  the  feveral  communities  ; 
fo  that  in   effedt  the  fupreme  power  conftitution- 
ally  refides  in  the  body  of  the  people,  and  not 
in  their  representatives  at  the  diet..    All  quef* 
tions  in  the  diet  are  carried  or  reje&ed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  voices :  the  mode  of  voting  is  as  fol- 
lows.    In  all  cafes  where  the  communities  fend 
inftrudions,  the  deputies  deliver  them  to  the 
fecretary,  who  reads  them  aloud :  if  thefe  in* 
ftruQions   are  obfeurely  worded,  as  fometime* 
happens,  either  through  accident  or  defign,  the 
diet  determines  by  a  majority  in  what  fenfe  they 
{hall  be  taken.     In  refolutions,  which,  for  want 
of  inftruftions,  are  fubjelt,  after  the  decifion  of 
the  diet,  to  the  revifal  of  the  communities,  eacft 
member  is  at  liberty  to  vote  as  he  choofes.    The 
three  chiefs  have  no  fuffrage,  when  the  commu- 
nities fend  their  inftru£tions,  becaufe  they  are 
not  representatives :  but  in  all  cafes  which  are 
either  not  referable  to  the    communities,    or 
which  are  afterwards  to  be  fubmitted  to  the 
communities,  they,  vote  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  deputies. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  although  each  de- 
puty has  the  power  of  bringing  in  any  hill,  or 
propofing  any  quefiion ;  yet  he  can  only  com- 
municate it  to  the  affembly  through  the  medium 
of  the  prefident :  the  latter  may  lay  it  before  the 
affembly,  without  any  previous  notice,  at  any 
time  before  its  difiblution ;  a  privilege,  which 
ncceffarily  inverts  him  with  great  influence  in 
promoting  or  oppofing  the  fuccefs  of  a  mo- 
tion. 

The 
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The  deputies  receive,  far  their  attendance,  a 
finall  falary  from  the  public  treafury,  which 
never  exceeds  five  {hillings  a  day. 

Extraordinary  diets  are  convoked  at  the  re- 
queft  of  any  foreign  court,  who  will  difcharge 
the  expence  of  its  fittings,  and  upon  other  im- 
portant emergencies.  This  extraordinary  af- 
fembfy  is  fometimes  compofed  of  all  the  deputies, 
at  other  times  of  only  half  the  number:  in  the 
latter  mftance  it  is  called  a  half  diet.  The  depu- 
tierarechofen  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  the  electi- 
on of  a  general  diet,  and  its  powers  are  the  fame. 

The  ariftocratical  party  is  drill  further  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  power  delegated  to  the  congrefs ;  an 
aflembly  formed  by  the  three  chiefs,  and  three 
deputies  from  each  league.  In  the  Grey  League 
thefe  deputies  are  nominated  by  the  Landrichter ; 
in  each  of  the  other  leagues  they  are  chofen  by 
rotation  from  the  feveral  communities. 

This  congrefe  generally  meets  in  February  or 
March,  and  always  at  Coire,  for  which  reafon 
the  chief  of  the  League  of  God's  Houfe  is  prefi- 
dent :  its  office  is  to  receive  the  votes  of  the 
feveral  communities,  relative  to  the  queftions 
referred  to  their  deliberation  at  the  laft  diet,  and 
to  communicate  to  each  of  them  the  refult  of 
the  general  decifion.  Whenever  the  anfwer  of 
a  community  is  not  clearly  worded,  the  congreft 
determines  the  meaning  of  that  vote  by  the  ma- 
jority; and  this  circumftance  gives  an  opening 
to  much  intrigue.  For,  if  the  leading  perfons 
in  any  community  do  not  chufe  to  form  a  pofitive 
decifion,  they  have  it  obfcurely  worded,  pro- 
vided they  are  certain  that  a  majority  of  the  con- 
greft wilt  affix  that  interpretation  which  they 
defire.     This  aflemblv  fends  out  decrees  to  the 

fubjea 
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fab)e£t  countries  :  if  fuch  decrees  are  agreeable 
to  the  governors,  they  put  them  into  execution  ; 
but  if  otherwife,  and  they  can  fecure  a  majority 
at  the  approaching  diet,  jhey  rejeft  them,  al- 
ledging  that  congrefs  has  exceeded  its  power* 
The  three  chiefs,  as  well  as  each  of  the  other 
members  of  the  congrefs,  receive  as  a  defray* 
merit  of  their  expences  54  florins,  or  about  £.  4. 

The  three  chiefs  afiemble  regularly  three  times 
in  the  year  at  Coire,  and  upon  any  emergency 
may  be  alfo  fummoned  by  the  chief  of  the  League 
of  God's  Houfe.     The  principal  meeting  is  in 
the  month  of  May,  when  they  write  circular  let- 
ters to  the  feveral  communities,  concerning  the 
queftions  which  are  to  be  laid  before  the  general 
diet.     All  the   circular    letters  are  written  in 
German,  and  are  tranflated  into  Italian  or  Ro- 
manfli  by  the  notaries  of  the  diftrift  where  thofe 
languages  are  fpoken.    All  public  ads  and  do- 
cuments are  compiled  in  German :  at  the, diet  all 
hills  are  propofed  in  that  language ;  but  the  de- 
puties,  who  do  not  underftand  German,  may 
fpeak  Italian. 

Thofe  theorifts,  tfho  are  fo  anxious  to  reform 
the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons  by  transferring 
to  the  people  at  large  the  ele&ion  of  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament,  might,  on  examining 
with  attention  the  features  of  the  Grifon  diet, 
fondly  imagine,  that  an  annual  aflembly,  in  the 
choice  of  whofe;  members  every  male  of  the  ftate 
ftiould  have  a  vote,  and  which,  in  all  material 
occurrences  fhould  he  liable  to  be  directed  by  its 
conftituents,  muft  necejfarilf-bt  xhi  pureft  fanc- 
tuary  of  general  freedom.  In  this  iriftance, 
however,  their  conjedures  are  by  no  means  con- 
fonant  to  fad  and  experience;  as  corruption 
Vox,.  II.  A  a  and 
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and  influence  are  not  in  any  national  parliament 
more  confpicuous  than  in  the  diet  of  the  Gri- 
fons. 

For  although,  in  general,  thofe  deputies,  an-  \ 
nually  chofen  by  every  male  of  a /fated  age,  ere 
fubjeft  to  be  controuled  in  their  votes  by  written 
orders  from  their  conftituenis^  yet  they  frequently 
contrive  to  elude  this  reftriQion.     Sometime* 
the  inftrudions  are  drawn  up,  with  the  confent 
of  the  community,  under  the  fole  direction  of 
the  deputy  himfelf ;  at  other  times  an  exemption 
from  pofitive  inftru&ions,  and  the  power  ctf  vo- 
ting at  his  own  pleafure,  is  purchafed  by  the 
deputy  from  his  condituents.    Sometimes  again 
the  deputy,  although  he  mar  not  have  intereft 
fufficient  to  gain  either  of  thefe  points,  has  dill 
fufficient  addrefs  to  get  his  inftrudions  fo  ob- 
fciirely  worded  as  to  admit  a  doubtful  interpre- 
tation. 

By  various  intrigues  of  this  kind  die  greateft 
part  of  the  deputies  ultimately  acquire  the  power 
of  voting  as  they  pleafe ;  and  as  they  chiefly  ob- 
tain this  power  by  corrupting  their  conftituents, 
mod  of  them  in  return  fell  their  vote  to  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  diet.  For  mod  queftions 
are  carried,  and  mod  caufes  decided  by  bribery. 
Nor  can  it  well  be  otherwife,  when  the  electors 
are  perfons  in  needy  cxreumftances ;  and  the 
members,  who  have  purchafed  their  feats,  are 
not  themfelves  exalted  by  their  pofleffions  above 
temptation. 

Thus  then  the  leading  members  fecure  an  un- 
bounded fway  in  the  affairs  of  die  diet.  But  ftill 
it  fhould  feem,  that  whatever  influence  they  may 
obtain  by  corrupting  the  deputies;  yet  as  that 
affembly  itfelf  does  not  in  many  cafes  decide 

,  finally, 
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k      finally,  they  could  not  acquire  the  fame  audio- 

-       rity  in  thofe  concerns,  which  muft  be  referred 

to   the  determination  of  the-  communities    at 

2       large.    Here  at  leaft  we  might  exped  the  un- 

?        biaffed  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  the  people.     But, 

'?       ft  may  be  univerfally  remarked,  that  the  dele- 

a        gadon  of  deliberative  authority  to  the  people  at 

s        large  Unavoidably  tends  to  introduce  an  a&ual, 

•        though  not  an  acknowledged  ariftocracy.    For  a 

z         numerous  populace  fummoned  to  determine  upon 

s         political,  legiflative,  and  judicial  qUeftions,J&r 

Above  tbeit  c<mprehenfions9  muft  neceflarily  refign 

themfelves  to  the  dire&ion  of  more  informed  men, 

efpecially  when  aided  by  the  recommendation  of 

i         fuperior  wealth*    As  the  deputies  are  generally 

i         the  chiefs  of  thofe  communities  which  they  re- 

prdent,  they  muft  of  courfe  have  the  principal 

i         influence,  and  eafily  find  means  to  incline  the 

opinion  of  the  people  to  the  fide  which  they 

:         have  efpoufed.    In  fa&,  without  this  ariftocrati- 

cal  influence  the  excefe  of  freedom  would  often 

degenerate  into  anarchy,   and  public  delibera- 

(  tions  would  be  attended  with  endlefg  difputes 

and  fa&ions* 

If  therefore  corruption  and  ariftocratical  influ- 
ence alone  diminifh  fa&ions  and  prevent  anarchy 
in  fo  poor  a  country  as  that  of.  the  Grifons,  and 
in  a  republic  fcarcely  known  among  the  nations 
of  Europe;  to  what  a  dreadful  excefs  muft  the 
lame  evils  prevail,  if  ihtfarne  mode  of  electing, 
-  and  giving  inftru&ions  to,  members  of  parlia- 
ment, fubfifted  in  a  kingdom  like  England  ; 
where  riches  and  luxury  are  continually  advan- 
cing with  fuch  rapid  ftrides ;  where  the  moft 
important  political  and  commercial  debates  are 
agitated  without  reftraint ;  and  wher?  the  deci- 
A  a  a  fiong 
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abbot  has  built  for  the  reception  of  the  company. 
Formerly  the  accommodations  were  extremely 
indifferent ;  and  the  defcent  into  the  baths  was 
attended  with  great  inconvenience,  if  not  with 
danger.  Affairs  are  now  greatly  changed :  the 
waters  are  conveyed  by  pipes  into  commodious 
baths ;  and  the  houfe,  which  is  not  only  com- 
modious, but  fuperb,  hangs  ip  a  moll  romantic 
fituation,  on  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  amidft 
the  gloom  of  the  foreft,  clofe  to  the  lively  Ta» 
mina. 

Being  defirous  of  vifiting  the  warm  fource,  J 
croffed  the  Tamina,  over  a  wooden  bridge,  and 
entered 'into  a  chafm  or  narrow  opening  in  a 
rock  of  lime-ftonc,  through  which  that  torrent 
has  forced  its  way.  The  chafm  is  from  ten  to 
twenty  feet  broad,  and  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred feet  high.  In  fome  places  it  is  open  at  top 
and  overfpread  with  fhrubs j  in  fome  its  fide* 
converge  and  almoft  touch  ;  in  others  it  is  quite 
clofed  with  enormous  mafies  of  fallen  rock,  and 
fcarcely  admits  a  feeble  ray  of  light.  The  pat 
fage  along  this  chafm  is  quite  dreadful $  and  my 
head  almoft  turns  giddy  at  the  bare  recital.  I 
went  along  a  kind  of  fcaffolding  ereded  for 
the  purpofe  of  fupporting  a  wooden  aqueduft, 
through  which  the  waters  are  conveyed  from 
their  fource  to  the  baths :  the  planks  upon  which 
I  walked,  either  refling  upon  long  beams,  or 
fufpended  by  iron  cramps  driven  into  the  fides 
of  the  rock,  hang  over  the  torrent.  I  was  fre* 
quently  obliged  tp  ftoop  for  a  confiderabte  way, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  impending  rock :  in  fome 
places  I  traverfed  a  fingle  plank,  which  forms  a 
kind  of  bridge  fufpended  over  the  gulf,  totter- 
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Ing    under  my  weight,  and  fo  narrow  that  I 
walked  fideways.    In  this  manner  I  continued 
for  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  I  reached 
the  warm  fpripgs,  which  gtrih  abundantly  from 
the  crevices  of  the  rock.     Here  the  baths  were 
formerly  conftru&ed :  the  houfes  for  the  recep- 
tion   of  the  fick  were  built  upon  a  platform, 
under  the  over-hanging  crags ;    a  fituation  fo 
dreary,  that  I  no  longer  find   the  defcriptions 
given   by  the  writers  of  the  laft  century  in  the 
Jeaft  degree  exaggerated.     Willing  to  convey  a 
general  idea  of  their,  gloominefs,  they  reprefent 
thefe   dwellings  as  never  receiving  the  rays  of 
the  fun,  and  fo  dark  that  the  inhabitants  were 
^ccuftomed  to  ufe  candles  at  mid-day.     The  ap- 
proach to  the  baths  was  very  inconvenient :  the 
company  defcended  ranges  of  perpendicular  lad- 
ders, or  were  let  down  by  ropes.     As  the  rocks 
Jiave  fallen,  and  overwhelmed  thefe  fubterraneous 
dwellings,  I  could  obferve  no  traces  of  them, 
except  lome  holes  in  the  rock  for  the  beams  which 
Supported  the  houfes. 

Thefe  baths  have  been  fo  renowned  for  their 
efficacy  in  curing  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  and 
cutaneous  diforders,  that,  according  to  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  they  contain  a  fmall  portion  of 
gold  ;  as  if  that  metal  would  render  them  more 
falutary  for  the  cure  of  difeafes.  The  waters  are 
tranfpafent,  perfe&ly  free  from  fmell  or  tafte, 
smd  about  the  warmth  of  milk  immediately  drawn 
from  the  cow.  Perfons  who  have  analyfed  them 
fay,  that  they  depofit  no  fediment,  are  as  light 
and  pure  as  rain-water,  are  impregnated  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  volatile  alcali  and  iron,  but 
f  ontajn  no  fulphur. 

Ire- 
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Landrichter,  who  has  the  carting  yoke.  It  hean 
and  decides  in  the  laft  refbrt  all  civil  caufet, 
pbove  a  certain  fum,  which  are  brpught  by  ap- 
peal from  the  decifiop  of  the  civil  courts  in  the 
Jcveral  communities  of  the  Grey  League- 

Difentis,  from  whence  1  ^m  now  writing,  takes 
its  appellation  fropi  aji  abbey  of  that  name,  whofc 
abbot  wa$  formerly  foyejeign  over  this  part  of 
the  Grey  League,  and  who,  although  his  pre* 
rogatives  have  been  cr^dyally  .diminiflied,  yet, 
as  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  league,  ftill  pofleffe« 
no  inconfiderable  influence  in  thp  general  adrai- 
hiftration  of  affairs.  At  the  diet  of  Truns  he 
hot  only  vpt^s,  but  has  fuch  weight,  that  few 
ads  can  pafs  in  oppofition  to  his  will*  In  the 
court  of  appeal,  although  he  is  not  prefent,  he 
may  be  faid  to  poflefs  four  vote*,  3s  the  four 
deputies  from  the  High  Jurifdi&iop  qf  Difenti* 
are  generally  pomipated  through  t*i§  intereft. 
Nor  is  his  afcendapcy  confined  tP  the  Gx&f 
League ;  by  the  nomination  pf  the  t-andrichtei 
pery  third  year,  he  fecufes  foyr  *  votes  in  tfag 


4 


From  Difentis  — L-  _ 

Grub    ; '       ?— -  2 

Lugnets  —  -    *  •  i 

Walteniberg  —  j 

Rheinwald  and  Shams      —  2      ^ 

Retzuns  '  i 

Tufis,        — -  i 

Mafox,        «•—-  :<~—  i 

*  He  propofes  for  Landrichter  three  candidates,  from  whom 
one  is  nominated  \>y  the  deputies,  but  the  tatter  always  appoint? 
the  perfon  he  recommends  j  and  as  the  Landrichter  appoint* 
the  three  deputies  to  the  congrefs,  and  is  himfelf  a  member  of 
the  fame  aflembJy,  the  abbot  may  be  juftly  faid  in  that  year  to 
influence  four  votes  in  the  congrefs. 

congrefs 
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congrefs  for  that  fitting,  and  has  alio  muchppwcr 
in  the  general  diet  of  the  Grifons  by  his  influence 
over  the  deputies  of  the  Grey  League.  His  pre? 
fent  revenue  is  very  fmall,  fcarcely  amounting  to 
£.  100  per  ann.\  in  addition  he  receives  apenfi? 
on  from  the  Hpufe  pf  Auftria,  interefted  to  fe- 
cure  his  concurrence.  He  is  chofen  by  the  Bene- 
di&ine  monks,  who  compofe  the  chapter;  and  is 
a  prince  of  the  German  empire. 

The  abbey,  which  is  fituated  upon  the  fide  of 
the  mountaib,  is  a  large  quadrangular  building, 
and  makes  a  magnificent  appearance,  as  it  over- 
looks the  village.  I  was  much  difappoipted  that 
the  abbot  was  not  in  the  country.  I  had  the 
pfeafure  of  meeting  him  at  Coire,  and  found  hint 
a  perfon  of  confiderahle  information.  I  no  Iefs 
regretted  his  abfence,  becaufe  he  had  in  his  pof- 
feffion  the  key  of  the  archives,  which  are  faid  to 
contain  feveral  curious  records  of  high  antiquity. 
The  monks  who  politely  accompanied  me  over 
the  abbey  were  able  to  give  me  little  intelligence. 
Befides  the  great  church,  they  carried  me  to  a 
fmall  chapel,  which  is  efteemed  the  moft  antien^ 
in  the  whole  country  of  the  Grifons.  Having 
been  previoufly  informed,  that  books  in  the  Ro* 
manfli  tongfte,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, fere  frequently  printed  in  this  abbey,  I  pro- 
cured  feveral  from  the  monks,  particularly  a  vo- 
cabulary of  the  Remanfh  fpokeh  in  the  valley  of 
Sopra  Selva. 

Difentis  is  a  ftrageling  village  lying  upon  ^ 
eeptle  jleclivity,  which  flopes  gradually  from  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 
The  fides  of  the  fountains  are  clothed  with 
groves  of  firs  and  fmall  birch ;  the  lower  parts 
Yield  rich  pafture,  a  fmall  quantity  of  wheat, 

rye, 


303         L    E    T    T    E    R      85- 

rye,  and  millet.  Oppofitc  Difentis  19  the  valky 
of  Mcdels,  from  which  defcend*  a  torrent  called 
the  Middle  Rhine,  and  joins  the  upper  branch 
{hat  flows  from  the  chain, of  the  St,  Gothard. 

The  communities  of  Difentis  and  Tavetch, 
which  form  a  High  Jurifdiftion^  occupy  the 
weftern  extremity  of  the  valley  of  Sopra  Sdva, 
stretching  as  far  as  the  confines  of  Uri.  The 
whple  body  of  people  aflemble  every  two  yean 
*t  Difentis  in  the  open  air,  for  the  choice  of  the 
Landamman,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  their 
magiflrates,  as  well  as  for  the  purpofe  of  ena& 
ing  laws.  They  nominate  alfo  to  the  govern* 
ments  of  the  fubjeft  prpvinces.  The  courts  of 
judicature  ?tre  eitablifhed  at  Difentis ;  and  the 
judges  are  chofen  by  the  people  in  the  feparate 
diftrifts.  Tl#  general  qdminiftratioa  of  aflain 
is  entrufted  to  a  council  of  fixtecn,  which  gives 
inftru&ions  to  their  deputies,  fent  by  the  two 
communities  to  U)e  general  diet  of  the  three 
leagues.  The  Landamman  is  prefident,  and  has 
the  calling  voice.  The  abbot  enjoys  die  privi- 
lege of  being  prefent  at  ail  political  quemow, 
and  of  giving  his  vote,  He  has  considerable  in* 
fluence  in  tnefe  communities.  Formerly  the 
fines  for  criminal  offences  belonged  to  him;  but 
one  of  his  predeceffojs  having  djfpofed  of  that 
right  to  the  community,  they  arp  now  divided 
among  the  judges. 


{September  3eth> 

I  quitted  Difentis  this  morning,  and  in  about 
two  hours  entered  the  pleafant  valley  <jf  Tavetch, 
lying  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  which  feparate  the 

Grifons 
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Grifons  from  the  canton  of  Uri,  The  villages 
of  this  valley  are  numerous,  and  confift  of  feat* 
tered  cottages  chiefly  conftru&ed  of  wood,  and 
refemtying  the  Swifs  hamlets  in  the  fmall  can* 
{ons.  I  njugt  many  large  herds  of  cattle  juft  dfr* 
fcended  from  the  higher  Alps,  and  driving  to* 
wards  the  fairs  of  Tirano  and  Lugano, 

The    valley  of  Tavetch    produces    pafture, 
hemp,  and  flax,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  rye  and 
t>arleyf    The  trees  growing  in  thefe  parts  are 
chiefly  firs  and  pipes,  and  their  number  gradually 
diminishes  towards  the  extremity  of  the  vale. 
¥Vopi  Tavetch  1  afcended  a  very  narrow  path, 
and  palTed  through  Selva  and  Cimut,,  the  laft 
village  in  the  country  of  the  Grifons,  where  I 
took  my  farewel  of  the  Romanlh.    The  country 
became  more  and  more  wild  as  I  afcended ;  and 
the  Upper  Rhine  gradually  diminilfied  as  I  ap- 
proached |ts  fource*    A  little  beyond  Cimut  I 
came  into  3,  fmall  plain  of  pafture,  watered  by 
two  ftreams  which  unite  and  form  the  Upper 
Rhine.    J  had  once  intended  to  have  vifxted  the 
fource  of  the  principal  ftreaxn,  that  preciptftater 
from  mount  Badus;   but  finding,  upon  inquiry 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Selva,  that  it  would  em- 
ploy at  leaft  five  hours  in  going  and  returning; 
as  the  day  ^as  far  advanced,  and  as  my  late  ill- 
nefs  has  difqualified  me  for  fuch  fatiguing  jour- 
nies,  I  thought  if  mod  prudent  to  purine  my 
route  to  Urferen.    At  Cimut,  a  peafant,  who 
bad  frequently  vifited  the  fpot,  informed  me, 
that  the  cjiief  fource  of  the  Rhine  defcends  from 
a  Glacier  upon  the  fummit  of  the  Badus;   and 
forms  a  piece  of  water  about  half  a  mile  in  cir- 
cumference,  called  the  lake  of  St.   Thomas. 
From  this  lake  iffues  a  tprrent,  which  precipi- 

'  tateg 
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tates  itfelf  from  the  mountain,  and  being  joined 
by  many  fprings  and  currents  forms  the  iargeft 
of  the  two  ftreams,  which  unite  in  the  above* 
mentioned  plain  of  pafture.  On  quitting  this 
plain  I  afcended  by  the  fide  of  the  fmalier  ftjezm, 
until  I  traced  it  falling  from  a  Glacier  clofe  to 
the  confines  of  the  canton  of  Uri.  The  afcent, 
though  abrupt  and  craggy,  was  not  fo  difficult  a* 
the  paflage  of  the  Braglio  or  the  Muret.  Thefe 
Alps  produce  no  trees,  but  are  covered  to  a  great 
height  with  herbage. 

After  two  hours  continued  afcent  from  the  val? 
ley  of  Ta vetch,  I  reached  the  higheft  point  of 
the  chain,  which  feparates  the  country  of  the 
Grifons  from  the  canton  of  Uri :  a  few  pace* 
further  1  patted  a  pod  without  any  infcription, 
which'  mark*  the  boundary  between  the  two  re- 
fpeftive  territories.  Soon  afterwards  I  arrived 
at  a  lake  of  an  oblong  (hape,  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  in  circumference.  It  i$  formed  principally 
by  a  torrent  that  falls  from  the  northern  fide  of 
the  fame  chain,  which  gives  rife  to  the  Rhine: 
die  lake  fupplie*  a- dream  that  may  be  called  one 
of  the  fources  of  the  Reufs,  1  followed  it  as  it 
runs  through  a  narrow  plain  until  I  came  to  4 
fteep  defcent,  where  the  beautiful  valley  of  Ur, 
feren  fuddenjy  burft  upon  my  view. 


J-  E  T  TER 
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Cencrml  Idea  of  the  Courts  of  Juftic*— Religion— 
Revenues — Population* 


mJ URING  the courfe  of  my  correfpondence 
I  have  occafionally  mentioned  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings  in  fome  of  the  communities.  I  (hall 
here  remark  in  general,  that  throughout  the 
three  leagues  the  Roman  law  prevails,  modified 
by  the  municipal  cuftoms.  The  courts  of  juftice 
in  each  community  are  compofed  of  the  chief 
magifirate,  who  prefides,  and  a  certain  number 
of  jurymen  chofen  by  the  people :  they  have  no 
tegular  falaries,  but  receive  for  their  attendance 
a  fmall  fum,  arifmg  in  fome  communities  from 
the  expences  of  the  procefs,  which  are  defrayed 
by  the  criminals,  in  others  from  a  fliare  of  the 
fines.  They  enjoy  the  power  of  pardoning  or 
diminifhing  the  penalty,  and  of  receiving  a  com- 
poiition  in  money.  This  mode  of  proceeding 
fuppofes,  what  is  asabfurd.in  theory  as  it  is  con- 
trary 
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trary  to  experience,  that  judges  will  incline,  fd 
mercy  when  it  is  their  inter  eft  td  convift ;  or  will 
impartially  inflid  punifhment,  eren  when  injuria  - 
'ous  to  their  own  private  advantage. 

The  prifdners  are  examined  in  private ;  fre- 
quently tortured,  for  the  pufpofe  of  forcing  cdn* 
fefiion,  when  the  judges  either  divide  the  fines, 
or  remit  the  punifliment  for  a  compaction.  In 
fome  diftri&s  a  criminal  trial  is  a  kind  V>f  feftival 
to  the  judges,  for  whom  a  good  repaft  #  is  pro- 
vided at  the  expence  of  the  prifonef  if  convift* 
ed ;  and  thus  the  following  allufion,  in  Garth's 
Difpenfary,  applied  with  more  wit  than  truth  to 
our  courts  of  juflke,  is  literally  fulfilled: 

11  And  wretches  hemgt  that  jurymen  may  dixi." 

Capital  punMhments,  however,  are  extremely 
rare ;  a  circumftance  arifing  not  from  a  want  <n 
feverity  in  the  penal  ftatutes,  or  from  a  propen- 
fity  to  mercy  in  the  judges ;  but  becaufe  the  lat- 
ter draw  more  advantages  from  fining  than  exe- 
cuting an  offender.  In  a  word,  to  ufe  the  ex- 
predion  of  Burnet,  which  is  as  true  at  prefent  as 
it  was  in  his  time,  "  Many  crimes  go  unpunifh- 
ed,  if  the  pcrfons  who  commit  them  have  either 
great  credit  or  much  money." 

It  is  remarkable  that  torture  is  more  frequently 
applied,  and  for  fmaller  delinquencies,  in  there 
independent  republics,  than  in  the  Xubjeft  pro- 
vinces. The  inflittion  of  it  depends  entirely 
upon  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  judges,  a  majority 
of  whom  may  order  it  for  an  offence  which  is 

*  A  fpecific  furo  is  allowed  for  die  expence  of  the  .dinner, 
amounting  in  general  to  about  48  florins. 

not 
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not  capital,  nor  even  puntthable  by  corporal  pe* 
nalties.  Thus  it  is  not  uncommon,  in  thofe 
communities  tehere  fines  are  divided  among  the 
judges,  to  torture  women  of  loofe  condu£t,  fof 
the  purpofe  of  compelling  them  to  confefe  with 
whom  they  have  been  connected j  for  as  fuch 
offences  •  are  punHhable  by  fines,  the  more  per* 
fons  are  convifted,  the  larger  (hare  of  money  is 
diftributed  among  the  judges,  for  the  trouble  of 
their  attendance.  Even  in  the  diftri&s,  where 
die  fines  are  paid  to  the  community,  torture  is 
often  no  lefs  wantonly  infli&ed,  becaufe  when 
the  prifoner  is  not  found  guilty,  the  expences  of 
the  procefs  fall  upon  the  public,  and  the  judges 
receive  little  emolument. 

Even  in  the  civil  courts  mod  caufes  are  decid- 
ed by  bribing  the  judges ;  and  appeals  in  thofe  - 
communities,  wherein  they  are  admitted,  fcarce- 
ly  ferve  any  other  end  than  to  enlarge  the  fphere 
rf  corruption :  Coire  and  a  few  other  places  are 
excepted  from  this  general  reflection.  This  de- 
fcription  comprehends  the  courfe  of  jurifpru- 
dence  throughout  the  Grifons ;  and  how  can  it 
be  expe&ed,  that  the  governors  of  the  fubjeft 
provinces  fhould  impartially  adminifter  juftice, 
where  their  power  is  enlarged,  and  where  they^ 
enjoy  greater  means  of  enriching  themfelves} 
when  they  have  fuch  continual  examples  of  in- 
juftice  and  venality  in  their  own  country  ? 

*  In  many  of  die  communities  incontinence  1 
between  married  perfons  is  panimed  by  a  V  200  florins, 
fine  of  -  -  -  J 

A  married  and  fingle  perfon  -  1 50 

Perfons  unmarried  -  -  100 

A  pound  fterling  is  equal  to  about  13^  Grifon  florins. 

Before 
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Before  Iclofe  the  account  of  the  fcofuts  df 
judicature,  it  may  be  n^ceflary  to  mention  the 
$traffeerUbt*>  or  public  chamber  of  juftice* 
which  was  eftabliflied  upon  particular  occafionsj 
and  in  the  moll  alarming  crifis  of  affairs,  by  the 
confent  of  the  general  diet;  and  which,  during 
its  fittings,  had  jurifdi&ion  over  the  three  leagues. 
It  was  chiefly  held  in  Cafes  of  high  trcafon,  and 
is  thus  juftly,  described  by  Burnet,  "  There  is  a 
u  part  of  tnis  conftitutiori  that  is  very  terrible, 
<(  and  which  makts  the  greateft,  men  in  it  trem- 
4€  blei  the  pfeafants  come  fometimes  in  great  bo- 
4C  dies,  and  demand  a  chamber  of  juftice  frota 
"  the  gdnerai  diet,  and  they  are  bound  to  grant 
*'  it  always  when  it  is  thus  demanded,  which 
"  comes  about  generally  once  in  twenty  years; 
u  commonly  this  tumult  of  the  peafants  is  fet 
**  on  by  foirie  of  the  maUcontented  gentry,  audi 
"-  generally  there  are  a  great  many  facrificcs 
"  made.  This  court  is  compofed  of  ten  judges 
"  out  of  every  league,  and  twenty  advocates, 
a  who  manage  fuch  accufations  as  are  prefented 
u  to  them ;  this  court  is  paramount  to  law,  and 
"  afts  like  a  court  of  inquifition,  they  give  the 
"  queftion,  and  do  every  thing  that  they  think 
"  neceffary  to  difcover  the  truth  of  fuch  accu* 
"  fations  as  are  prefented  to  them;    and  the 

*  Pafchal,  the  French  ambaflador  from  Henry  the  Fourth 
to  the  Grifons,  gives,  in  His  Rhatica  Legation**  the  following 
definition  of  a  Stratfgerickt :  Strafffericbtcumy  eft  it  bowtinun* 
panels  exceftUt  imperitorumf  ac  trucukntmrnm  conftjfus^  qui  rtht 
turtodu  a  motf,  et  lafchAente,  nrnkthuBme  edueitur  in  hoc,  nt 
ftviot  inperfonaif  et  fortuna  eorum,  qnot  vel  fua  pravkai,  f 
facinorofi  homines  fint,  autji  boni,  fua  infebeitas,  his  dnrit  tap* 
tibus  maQandot  oijicit ;  igitur  ea  vmma  tin  afhere  'et  vislenter, 
ex  rumore  et  Rbidine  pkbis  et  parti*  iraU  qgtt9  bane  fsw*fi 
occajionem  jamdiu  aucupantu. 

c<  decifions 
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"  decifions  of  this  court  can  never  be  brought 
"  under  a  fecond  review;  though  there  is  an 
"  exception  to  this,  for  about  a  hundred  years 
"  ago  one  court  of  juftice  reverfed  all  that 
"  another  had  done ;  but  that  is  a  Jingle  in* 
«  fiance."  , 

Thefe  meetings,  very  ufual  in  thelaft  century, 
were  .always  attended  with  fuch  dreadful  effe&s 
as  nearly  to  endanger  the  ruin  of  the  republic. 
The  prefent  generation*  grown  wifer  by  expert- 
cnce,  and  either  aware  of  the  dreadful  effe&s  of 
fuch  licentious  proceedings,  or  lefs  agitated  with 
inteftine  diflennons,  have  never  had  recourfe  to 
thefe  fanguinary  meafures:  accordingly  thefe 
courts  are  now  fo  totally  fallen  into  difufe,  that 
they  may  be  confidered  as  obfolete,  although 
they  have  never  been  abolifhed  by  public  au- 
thority. 

The  religion  of  the  Grifons  is  divided  into 
Catholic  and  Reformed,  the  only  twoperfuafions 
which  are  tolerated  in  this  country.  By  the  re- 
formed is  meant  what  we  call  Calvinifm,  although 
it  is  not  the  fame  as  was  eftabliflied  at  Geneva. 
For,  as  the  reformation  %as  introduced  into  this 
country  by  thedifciples  of  Zuingle,  the  religion 
of  the  Proteftant  Grifons  bears  a  greater  refem- 
blance  to  that  fettled  at  Zuric,  than  to  the  church 
of  Geneva;,  although  the  difference  between 
.thefe  two  fe&s  is  fo  trifling,  that  they  may  be 
confidered  as  holding  the  fame  tenets.  Among 
the  Grifons  the  Proteftants  are  more  numerous 
than  the  Catholics,  the  former  being  eftimated 
at  about  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  Star 
nyan  juftly  afferts  *,  that  "  as  all  their  elections 

*  State  of  Switzerland,  p.  352. 
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arc  decided  b*  the  plurality  of  voices,  the  re* 
public  of  die  Grifons  may  be  deemed  aProtcftant 
ftate/' 

The  reformation  was  introduced  very  earl? 
Into  this  country :  the  new  do&rines  were  fira 
preached  about  the  year  1524,  and  received  at 
FUefch,  a  fmall  village  in  the  Ten  Jurifdiftkra*, 
upon  the  confines  of  Sargans ;  from  thence  they 
Were  extended  to  Mayenfield  and  Malantz,  and 
foon  afterwards  through  the  whole  valley  of 
Pretigau,  The  reformed  opinions  fpread  with 
fuch  celerity,  that  before  the  end  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century  they  were  embraced  by  the  whole 
league  of  the  Ten  Jurifdiftions,  (excepting  part 
of  the  community  of  Alvenew,)  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Houfe  of  God,  and  a  few  communities 
in  the  Grey  League/ 

The  difference  of  religion  nearly  excited  a 
civil  war  between  the  two  feds,  as  well  at  the 
firft  introdu&ion  of  the  reformation,  as  at  the 
beginning  of  the  troubles  in  the  Valteline.  In 
the  latter  inftance  the  two  parties  rofe  in  arms, 
but  the  Catholics  being  overpowered  by  the  Pro- 
teftants,  matters  were  amicably  adjufted.  Since 
that  period,  all  religious  concerns  have  been  re- 

§ulated  with  perfea  cordiality.  According  to 
le  general  confent  of  the  three  leagues,  each 
community,  being  abfolute  within  its  little  ter- 
ritory, has  the  power  of  appointing  its  own  par- 
ticular worfhip,  and  the  inhabitants  are  free  to 
follow  either  the  Catholic  or  Reformed  perfea- 
fion.  In  the  administration  of  civil  affairs  reli- 
gion has  no  interference :  the  deputies  of  the 
general  diet  may  be  members  of  either  commu- 
nion, as  chofen  by  the  communities  which  they 
reprefent.    By  this  moderate  and  tolerating  prin- 
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ciple  all  religious  diffenfions  have  been  fUpprefled 
as  much  as  poffible;  and  the  merit  perfed  amity 
fubfifts  between  the  two  fe&s. 

In  fpiritual  concerns  the  Catholics  for  the  irioit 
part  are  under  the  jutffdi&ion  of  the  bifhop  of 
Coire.  For  the  affairs  of  the  Reformed  Church- 
es, eacti  league  is  divided  into  a  certain  mimber 
of  diftrifts,  the  minifters  whereof  affemble  twice 
every  year :  thefe  affemblies  are  called  colloquia. 
Each  colloquium  has  its  prefident,  and  e^ch  league 
a  fuperintendent,  called  a  dean*  The  ftipreme 
authority  in  fpiritual  Concerns  is  veiled  in  the 
fynod,  which  is  dompofed  of  the  three  deansi, 
and  the  clergy  of  each  league :  the  fyilod  aflem- 
bles  every  year  alternately  in  each  of  the  three 
leagues*  candidates  for  holy  orders  are  e*a* 
mined  before  the  fynod*  The  nedeflary  qualifi- 
cation for  admiffion  into  the  church  oUght  to  be 
the  knowledge  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin ; 
but  this  rule  is  not  ftri&ly  adhered  to ;  many 
being  ordained  without  the  leaft  acquaintance 
trith  either  of  thofe  languages.  Formerly  Latin 
was  folely  ufed,  as  well  in  the  debates  of  the 
fynod  as  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  the  candi- 
dates ;  but  at  prefent  the  toiigue  grows  more  and 
more  into  difufe,  and  German  is  employed  in  its 
ftead* 

The  number  of  reformed  parifhes  in  the  whole 
three  Leagues  amount  to  135,  in  the  following 
proportion.  In  the  Grey  League  46,  in  that  of 
God's  Houfe  53,  and  in  thd  League  of  Ten  Ju- 
rifdi&ions  36. 

The  minifters  of  thefe  churches  enjoy  but  very 
fmall  falaries.  The  richeft  benefices  do  not  per- 
haps yield  more  than  £.  20,  or  at  mod  £.  25  per 
ann.  and  the  pooreft  fometimes  fcarcely  £.  6* 

B  b  a  This 
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This  fcanty  income  is  attended  with  many  in- 
conveniencies.  It  obliges  the  clergy,  who  have 
families,  to  follow  fome  branch  of  traffic,  to  the 
negleft  of  their  ecclefiaftical  ftudies,  and  to  the 
degradation  of  the  profeffion^l  chara&er.  Ano- 
ther inconvenience  is  fuperadded  to  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  their  income.  In  mod  communities  the 
minifters,  though  confirmed  by  the  fynod,  are 
chofen  by  the  people  of  the  pariih,  and  are  folely 
dependent  on  their  bounty. 

For  thefe  reafons  the  candidates  for  holy  orders 
are  generally  extremely  ignorant.  They  cannot 
Aipport  that  expence  which  is  requifite  to  purfue 
their  ftudies ;  they  are  not  animated  with  the  ex- 
pe&ation  of  a  decent  competence ;  and,  from 
-  the  dependent  mode  of  their  ele&ion,  are  not 
encouraged  to  deferve  their  promotion  by  a  con- 
fident dignity  of  chara&er. 

But  there  are  not  wanting  a  few  men  of  great 
knowledge  and  eminence,  as  well  in  their  pro 
feffional  ftudies  as  in  other  branches  of  polite 
learning.  Befide  Mr.  Aporta,  whom  I  look  up 
to  as  a  kind  of  phenomenon  in  the  literary 
world,  I  have  met  with  two  or  three  clergymen 
who  are  greatly  diftinguifhed  for  their  erudition, 
and  who  would  dp  credit  to  any  church. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  liturgies  of  thefe 
reformed  churches  are  hot  exa&ly  the  fame j  a 
diverfity  owing  to  the  independence  of  fo  many 
fmall  commonwealths,  which  are  abfolute,  with- 
in their  little  territories,  in  all  concerns  that 
do  not  affeft  the  political  union  of  the  three 
Leagues.  * 

The  churches  of  the  German  communities  im 
the  liturgy  of  Zuric ;  but  as  this  form  of  prayer 
was  amended  and  refined  in  1766,  fome  of  the 

minifters 
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minifters  admit  the  new,  and  others  ftill  retain 
the  antient  liturgy* 

Stephen  Gabriel,  paftor  of  Ilantz,  a  perfon  of 
great  learning  in  the  beginning  of  the  lafl  cen- 
tury,  tranflated  into  the  Romanfh  of  the  Grey 
League  the  liturgy  of  Zuric  ;  and  the  fame  form 
of  prayer  is  ufed  in  Upper  and  Lower  Engadina,  - 
adapted  to  their  refpe&ive  idioms #.  The  mi- 
nifters  of  the  Italian  churches  employ  a  tranila- 
tion  of  the  Genevan  liturgy  -J-. 

The  old  ftyle  is  in  ufe  among  the  Proteftants, 
the  new  ftyle  among  the  Catholics ;  a  few  years 
ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  the  latter 
among  the  Proteftants.  The  inhabitants  of  Pre- 
galia  admitted  it,  and  thofe  of  Upper  Engadina 
offered  alfo  to  receive  it,  if  the  town  of  Coire 
would  fet  the  example.  Its  admiffion,  however, 
'being  ftrongly  oppofed  by  a  party  on  religious 
fcruples,  it  was  absolutely  rejected,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  Pregalia  again  adopted  the  old  ftyle  {. 

The  revenues  of  the  three  Leagues  arife  from 
the  following  articles : 

1.  The  duties  upon  the  merchandife  which 
pafles  through  the  Grifons,  th^  Valteline,  and 
Chi^venn^ :  they  are  farmed  atlhe  annual  rate 
of  17,000  florins,  or  about  £.  1259. 

2.  A  third  of  the  fines  laid  upon  delinquents 
In  the  fubjed  countries :  the  fluctuating  ftate  of 
thi$  article  cannot  be  afcertgined, 

*  For  the  Romania  fpokcn  in  Upper  and  Lower  Eogadiaa* 
fee  Letter  89. 

f  Id  1 749  a  new  fenrice  was  introduced  into  the  churches 
of  Prep  alia;  but,  on  account  of  its  length,  foon  fell  into 
difufe. 

%  I  am  informed,  that  fince  my  departure  from  the  Grifons 
the  new  ftyle  has  been  adopted  by  fcveral  Proteilant  comma* 
Wiev 

7.  A  tribute 


374  UTTER      1$. 

3.  A  tribute  pf  500  philips  #  from  the  Val* 
tclinc,  and  100  from  Chiavenna. 

4.  A  fmall  fund,  fhe  principal  part  of  which 
is  only  £.  4,000,  vefted  in  the  Englifii  flocks. 

The  public  expenditure  is  very  trifling,  being 
chiefly  confined  tp  tjie  expences  incurred  by  the 
fittings  of  the  diet,  and  the  falaries  afligned  to 
the  deputies  for  their  attendance. 

Bendes  this  public  treafury,  each  League  has 
jts  own  fund.  The  penfipns  received  from  the 
foreign  powers  are  paid  annually  at  the  meeting 
of  the  diet,  when  they  are  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  three  Leagues ;  and  each  deputy  de- 
livers the  (hare  to  the  pgmmuuity  which  he  re- 
prefents* 

Many  difputes  have  occafionally  arifen  ^mong 
the  Grubns  in  regard  to  the  power  pf  coining, 
and  feveral  pf  the  communities  have  aflerted 
(heir  claim  to  tjie  exercife  of  th?tt  right.  The 
fad  is,  that  each  community  might  doubtlefs 
coin  jnoney,  and  order  it  to  be  taken  within  its 
own  little  territory ;  but  as  it  could  not  make  it 
pafs  in  the  other  parts,  the  right  is  merely  no* 
minal.  According  to  the  general  confent  of  the 
three  Leagues,  this  privilege  is  vefted  in  the 
town  of  Coire,  in  the  bifhop  of  that  (iipcefe, 
and  in  the  baron  erf  Haldenileinf.  Np  money 
is,  however,  (truck  in  the  Grifons,  excepting  a 
fmall  copper  coin  called  bluffger,  which  is  fome- 
what  Iefs  than  a  halfpenny.  The  golcLpnd  filver 
current  ^in  the  country  is  chiefly  Auftrian  and 
yrendi. 

*  A  philip  sr  5/. 
f  And  !  believe  in  the  abbot  of  D}fenti?.  ft 
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1  have  bellowed  no  inconfiderable  degree  of 
pains  in  order  to  afcertain  the  population  of  the 
Grifons,  but  my  labours  have  not  been  attended 
with  the  fuccefs  which  I  expe&ed.  I  haye  not 
been  able  to  procure  any  particular  and  certain 
detail  of  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  cm 
only  fubjoin  the  following  rough  calculation : 

The  Grey  League  is  liippofcd  to  confein  7       qoq  ^^ 

JLeagv«  of  God's  Houfe         -         29,000 
jLcs^ue  of  Ten  Jarifi&tions  15,000 

98,000 

If  we  add  87,000,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  the  Valteline,  Chiavenna,  and  Bormio,  the 
whole  population  of  the  Grifons,  and  the  fubject 
countries,  will  amount  to  only  185,000  fouls; 
and  allowing  for  deficiencies  will  fcarcdy  exceed 

£00,000. 
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Commerce  of  the  Gr if om— Canal  of  the  Adda. 


H  E  commerce  of  the  Grifons  is  extremely 
contra&ed.  The  only  exports  (exclufive  of 
thofe  from  the  fubjeft  provinces)  being  cheefe 
and  cattle.  They  import,  grain,  rice,  fait,  and 
(ilk  fluffs,  from  Milan ;  grain  from  Suabia  and 
Tyrol  j  fait  from  Tyrol  and  Bavaria ;  fine  cloth, 
chiefly  English,  French,  and  Silefian,  through 
Germany  ;  fine  linen  and  muflins  from  Switzer- 
land :  and  as  the  only  m&nufadure  throughout 
the  whole  country  is  that  of  cotton  cftabliihed  at 
Coire,  it  is  evident  that  the  balance  of  trade 
muft  turn  confiderably  againft  them.  They  are 
enabled  to  fupport  this  difference  by  means  of 
the  eftates  which  the  Grifons  poffefs  in  the  fub- 
jeft  provinces,  by  the  fums  which  the  governors 
draw  from  thofe  provinces,  by  public  and  pri- 
vate penfions  from  France  and  Auftria,  by  mo- 
ney faved  in  foreign  fervices,  and  by  the  duties 

upon 
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upon  the  merchapdife  paffing  through  their  ter- 
ritories. 

As  mod  of  -the  Grifon  peafants  weave  cloth 
and  linen  for   the  ufe    of   their   families;    it 
would  be  no  difficult  undertaking  to  introduce 
manufactures   in  different  parts.     But  it  is  re* 
markable,  that  in  thefe  little  republics  a  ftrange 
prejudice  prevails  sgainft  commerce  j  and  that 
the  projeft  of  eftablifhing  manufactures  is  oppofed 
by  many  leading  men  of  the  country.     It  is  dif- 
ficult to  difcover  the  occafion  of  thefe  illiberal 
principles ;  it  has  been  imputed  to  a  fufpicion, 
that  it  the  people  flio^ild  become  opulent  by  com^ 
inerce,  they  would  be   lefs  open  to  influence ; 
and  the  powerful  families,  who  now  dirett  the 
public  affairs,  would  lofe  their  afcendancy.    Be? 
fides  thefe  reafons,  which  are  of  too  delicate  a 
nature  to  be  openly  acknowledged,   other  mo- 
tives of  a  more  generous  complexion  have  beea 
affigned. 

^  The  advocates  againft  extending  commerce 
affert,  that  as  the  true  riches  of.  every  country 
j£onfift  in  the  produfts  of  agriculture,  all  occu- 
pations, which  turn  the  attention  of  the  people 
from  that  one  great  objed,  are  detrimental  to 
the  general  good  of  fociety ;  and  particularly, 
ihat  in  free  Rates  manufaftures  tend  to  enervate 
the  inhabitants,  to  introduce  the  baneful  effefts 
pf  luxury,  to  deprefs  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  and 
to  deflroy  the  general  fimplicity  of  manners. 
'"  rfoefereafops,  however  fpeciousin  appearance, 
wiU  prove  fallacious  upon  mature  confideration- 
If  iji  ar  country,  which  fubfifts  chiefly  by  agricul- 
ture, manufacture$  aj*e  purfued  to  the  total  ne- 
glect of  husbandry,  they  then  become  detrimen- 
tal ;  but  this  is  feldom  the  cafe :  as,  by  adding 
to  the  general  confumption,  manufactures  ufu- 

ally 
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ally  tend  to  inereafe,  inftead  of  dimiqiftiiTig,  tfc 
products  of  the  earth.    Such  have  been  the  ef> 
jfe&s  i?  the  mountains  of  N  euchatel,  where  the 
forefts  have  been  cleared,  and  the  country  con* 
verted  into  pafture,  or  fown  with  grain.     Manu» 
fafhjres  and  commerce  are  ftill  farther  fervicer 
able  in  augmenting  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
which  forin  the  true  riches  of  a  country.     For 
whenever  eonftant  opportunities  of  employing  a 
number  of  hands  occur,  children  will  not  be  a 
burden  to  the  peafants,  and  population  will  in* 
creafe ;  the  contrary  of  which  mull  happen  in 
thofe  diftri&s  which  afford  little  occupation. 

With  refpelt  to  the  Grifons  in  particular; 
their  territory  being  entirely  mountainous  wil) 
not  yield  fufficient  produce  for  the  inhabitants, 
confequently  fome  means  of  fupplying  that  defi- 
ciency mud  be  adopted.  Now  furely  it  would  be 
far  more  honourable  to  purfue  commerce,  even 
if  attended  with  fome  unavoidable  inconveniences, 
than  to  depend  for  their  futaiftence  upon  foreign 
fubfidies,  to  opp^efs  and  exhaijflt  tlje  fubjedt  pro* 
vinces,  and  to  exhibit  a  regular  fvftem  of  ve- 
nality, \yhich  almoft  pervades  the  wholg  rx&fs  of 
people. 

Nor  does  the  eftabiiflunejit  of  manufa&ures 
tend  to  enervate  the  inhabitants,  and  to  diminish 
the  fpjbrit  of  freedom.  In  fad,  the  manufadkure? 
in  thefe  democrajical  ftates  are  by  no  jnean* 
iimilar  to  thofe  introduced  into  large  towns, 
whdre  a  number  pf  individuals  are  colle&ed  in 
the  fame  fppt :  on  the  contrary,  the  work  is  diy 
yided,  and  diftributed  among  the  peafants,  who, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  weave  the  dotfy 
at  home.  By  this  method  they  preferve  (as  I 
had  occafipn  to  remark  in  the  canton  of  Appenr 

zel) 
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jptet)    their  original  fimplicity  of  manner*,  am) 

maintain  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  even  to  a  greater 

degree,  than  in  thofe  parts  where  thfre  is  no 

commerce.    Examples  are  not  wanting  among 

the   Grifons  themlelves :   the  natives  of  Upper 

Engadina,  who  afe  fo  much  addi&ed  to  trade, 

are  inrealjty  merp  free  and  left  influenced  than 

the  people  of  the  other  communities ;  nor  is  it 

obferved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 

Pretigau  h^ve   become  more  enervated,  fince 

they  have  been  employed  in  weaving  cotton  for 

jhe  manufacture  at  Coir*.    In  faft,  that  kind  of 

occupation  does  not  always  take  the  peafants 

from  more  a&ive  employment*.    In  fumme?  they 

are  at  leifure  to  cultivate  the  earth,  v?hile  their 

wives  and  children  attend  principally  to  the  ma* 

nufa&ures :  during  the  long  winters,  which  lalt 

in  thefe  Alpine  regions  for  fix  months  without 

intermiilion,  agriculture  is  neceflfarily  fufpended ; 

and  thefe  occupations  fucceed  the  more  laborious 

exertions  of  the  field* 

As  the  principal  commerce  of  the  Grifons  and 
the  fubjeft  provinces  is  carried  on  acrofs  the 
lake  of  Como  with  Milan,  I  IJiall  give  you  an 
account  of  the  inland  navigation,  which  has  been 
lately  eftabliflied  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating 
that  commerce ;  the  feveral  parts  of  which  I  had 
the  curiofify  to  vifit. 

The  water  communication  between  the  counT 

a  of  the  Grifons  and  Milan  is  formed  by  the 
e  of  Como,  by  its  branch  the  lake  of  Lecco, 
by  the  A4da,  by  the  canals  of  thp  Adda  and 
Trezzo. 

The  canal  of  Trezzo,  called  alfo  Cande  Bella 
ftiartefana,  begins  at  Trezzo,  fituated  on  the 
£dda,  and  is  carried  to  Milan.    This  cut,  which 

is 
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is  24  miles  in  length,  'begun  in  1457,  under  the 
reign  of  Francis  Sforza,  and  completed  in  1 460, 
did  not  at  firft  fervt  for  the  purpofe  of  naviga- 
tion more  than  two  dayfc  in  the  week  ;  being 
principally  ufed  for  overflowing  the  tow  ground* 
with  water,  neceffaiy  for  the  cultivation  of  rice 
in  75739  duitfjg  the  adminiftration  of  the  duke 
of  Aberquerque,  Spanish  governor '  of  Milan, 
the  cut  was  enlarged,  and  die  body  of  water  fo 
much  increafed,  as  to  admit  the  paffage  of  vefTels 
every  day. 

Still,  however,  the  Adda  was  not  navigable 
during  the  whole  way  between  the  lake  of  Lecco 
and  Trezzo  ;  and  confequently  there  was  no  wa- 
ter communication  between  the  lake  of  Coma 
and  Milam 

The  navigation  of  that  river  was  interrupted 
by  a  fucceffion  of  catara&s  for  about  a  mile, 
during  which  fpace  the  fall  of  water  is  equal  to 
the  perpendicular  height  of  about  80  feet. 

In  order  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  a  canal 
was  proje&ed,  in  .15*0,  but  no  part  was  carried 
into  execution,  excepting  a  mole,  which  was 
thrown  acrofs  the  Adda.  In  1 591  the  work  was 
undertaken,  and  the  canal  completed  in  1599. 
But  the  ftream  of  the  Adda  was  no  fooner  admit- 
ted' into  the  cut,  thaii  the  banks  broke  down, 
for  fo  confideiable  a  way,  as  to  render  all  repairs 
iinprifticable. 

This  breach,  generally  imputed  to  the  violence 
of  the  current,  was  principally  owing  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  rock,  in  which  the  cut  was  excavated, 
and  to  an  error  in  the  original  plan. 

The  rock  is  a  cornpofiuon  of  gravel  and  fand, 
or  a  fpecics  of  pudding-ftone,  of  loOfe  texture 
and  unequal  folidity ;  and  a$  the  gut  was  made 

too 
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too  near  the  precipice,  which  overhangs  the  Adda, 
that  part  of  the  rock  which  formed  the  bank* 
of  the. canal  was  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to  fupport 
the  flukes  and  the  weight  of  water. 

From  that  time  the  canal  was  confide? ed  an 

impra&icable  work,   and  abandoned  5    until  a 

few  years  age  it  was  again  undertaken  by  order 

of  the  prefent  emperor  Jofeph  the  Second,  and 

carried  on  with  fuch  expedition,  as  to  be  fini&ed 

within  the  fpace  of  three  years. 

The  canal  of  the  Adda  is  about  a  mile  in 
length,  and  is  excavated  in  the  rocks,   which 
form  the  precipitous  banks  of  the  Adda.    In 
fome  places  the  rock  l^as  been  hollowed  to  the 
depth  of  106  feet,  and  the  breadth  of  200.     The 
fall  of  water,  which  is  equal  to  the  perpendicu- 
lar height  of  about  80  feet,  is  broken  by  fix 
flukes  y  and  the  water  is  fupplied  by  the  running 
(bream  of  the  Adda.    The  breadth  of  the  canal 
is  70  feet* 

The  expence  has  already  amounted  to  near 
£  100,000.  The  engineers,  however,  feem  to 
have  fallen  into  the  fame  error  which  attended 
the  original  plan ;  by  forming  the  cut  too  near 
the  precipice.  In  confequence  of  this  inadver- 
tence, the  water  lately  forced  down  the  banks 
of  the  canal ,  and  the  damage  was  not  repaired 
without  much  difficulty  and  a  confiderable  ex- 
pence. 

Notwithftanding .  the  precaution  of  letting  out 
the  fuperfluous  water  by  flood-gates,  there  is 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  thefe  breaches  will 
be  frequent j  and  that  the  recent  labours  may 
be  rendered  as  ineffectual  as  thofe  of  the  Spa- 
niards. 

But 
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But  (hould  the  canal  continue  in  its  prefatf 
ftate,  and  the  navigation  not  be  interrupted  * 
yet  the  advantages  will  hardly  compenfate  for 
the  expence  of  making  and  keeping  it  in  repair. 
The  commerce  between  the  Grifons  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Milan  is  fo  extremely  contracted,  that 
if  all  the  merchandife  which  paffes  between 
thefe  two  people  was  conveyed  along  the  canals, 
the  tolls  and  duties  would  be  very  inadequate  to 
the  expence. 

But  the  navigation  from  the  lake  of  Coma  to 
Milan  is  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties,  that 
thegreateft  part  of  the  merchandife  is  font  by 
land,  as  the  moft  commodious  and  left  hazard' 
ous  way.  The  current  of  the  Adda  is  fd  rapid* 
that  the  veflcls  cannot  be  towed  up  without 
great  expence  and  delay,  and  is  in  fome  parts 
fo  extremely  dangerous,  that  boats  are  not  un- 
frequently  overfet.  The  only  perfons,  there- 
fore, who  forward  their  merchandife  along  the 
'  Adda  and  the*  canals  to  the  lake  of  Lecco  are 
the  contractors  who  furnifh  the  Grifons  with 
corn  and  fait,  and  who  are  compelled  by  the 
government  of  Milan  to  fend  thofe  commodities 

i  by  water. 

|  And  when  it  is  confidered  that  Milan  re- 

ceives from  the  Grifons  only  planks,  (tones  for 
building,  and  coals,  but  fupplies  them  with 
corn,  nee,  and  fait ;  the  articles  of  export  evi- 
dently exceed  thofe  of  import ;  and  the  naviga- 
tion from  Milan  to  the  lake  of  Como  is  of  more 
confequence  than  that  from  the  lake  of  Como  to 
Milan.  The  canal  of  the  Adda,  therefore,  which 
has  only  facilitated  the  inland  navigation  from 
the  Grifons  to  Milan,  and  not  from  Milan  to 

the 
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the   Grifons,  though  a  work  of  extreme  diffi- . 
culty*  and  redounding  greatly  to  the  honour  of 
the   fovereign  who  completed  it,  will  fcarcely 
produce  advantages  equal  to  its  original  coft  and 
frequent  repairs  *. 

♦  The  carious  reader  it  referred  to  the  Abbe  Frifi's  ac- 
count of  the  Canals  of  the  Adda,  aod  Trezzo,  and  of  the 
other  navigable  canals  in  the  Milanefe.  "See  Pauh  Frt/i  0f*ra9 
Tom.    ii.     Dei  CanaH  NmmUUi  £  Lmb*r&a%  $fo.  Lib.  ii. 
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LETTER     88. 


Alliances  of  the  Grifons  with  the  Swifs  Cantons-* 
France— Venice — and  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria. 


HE  alliances  of  the  Grifons  with  foreign 
powers  come  next  under  confideration. 

The  Three  Leagues,  'though  always  efteemed 
allies  of  the  Swifs,  yet  are  not,  ftridHy  fpeaking, 
in  confederacy  with  all  the  cantons.  In  1497 
the  Grey  League,  and  in  the  following  year  the 
League  of  God's  Houfe,  entered  into  a  perpe- 
tual treaty  with  Zuric,  Lucern,  Uri,  Schweitz, 
Underwalden,  Zug  and  Glaris.  Although  the 
League  of  Ten  Jurifdidions  was  not  included 
in  the  fame  treaty,  yet  it  was  afterwards  declared 
that,  in  confequence  of  its  connection  with  the 
other  two  leagues,  it  ihould  be  entitled  to  the 
fame  affiftance  and  good  offices.  The  Three 
Leagues  are  in  clofe  alliance  with  Bern  and 
Zuric,  to  whofe  fnediation  they  have  frequently 
had  recourfe  in  points  of  disagreement.  By 
thefe  treaties  tb*  Grifons  are  called  allies  of  the 

Swifs; 
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Swifs  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  a  requeft  from  the 
particular  cantons,  with  which  they  are  united, 
would,  in  cafe  of  invafion  or  rebellion,  be  fup- 
plied  with  fuccours  from  all  the  Swifs  Republics, 

The  Grifons  contra&ed  the  firft  alliance  with 
France  in  1509  with  Louis  the  Twelfth,  and  in 
15 16  were  comprized  in  the  treaty  of  perpetual 
peace  between  Francis  the  Firft  and  the  Helvetic 
body.  Since  that  period  they  have,  as  occafion 
offered,  renewed  their  private  confederacy  with 
the  kings  of  France ;  but  they  were  not  compre- 
hended in  the  late  treaty  of  Soleure,  concluded 
between  Louis  the  Sixteenth  and  the  other  ftates 
of  Switzerland.  The  king  of  France  maintains 
an  envoy  in  this  country,  and  has  two  Grifon 
regiments  in  his  fervice  *.  - 

In  1 707  a  treaty  was  formed  between  the  Gri- 
fons on  the  one  fide,  queen  Anne  and  the  United 
Provinces  on  the  other,  for  permitting  the  free 
paffage  of  troops  marching  into  Italy.  This  is 
the  only  alliance  by  which  the  Grifons,  as  a  par- 
ticular flate,  are  connected  with  England.  Our 
court  formerly  had  a  minifter  in  the  country, 
but  for  fome  time  the  Englifh  envoy  to  the  Swifs 
cantons  refident  at  Berne,  has  tranfa&ed  bufinefs 
with  this  republic. 

The  Venetians,  for  the  purpofe  pf  procuring 
the"  free  paffage  of  the  Valteiine,  had  often  foli- 
cited  an  alliance  with  the  Grifons;  but  their 
proje&s  were  always  defeated  by  the  influence  of 
the  Spanifh  monarch,  who  poffeffed  the  Milar 
nefe ;  nor  were  they  able  to  effectuate  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  defign,  until  the  Spanifli 

*  It  is  probable,  however,  that  they  have  fince  contra&ed 
2  feparatc  treaty  with  France.  ^ 

Vol.  II.  C  c      .    '  branch 
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branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  became  extind 
in  the  perfon  of  Charles  the  Second.  Soon  after 
that  event,  when  Milan  was  the  objeft  of  con- 
tention between  the  emperor  and  the  French, 
the  Venetians  obtained  the  confent  of  the  Grifons 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  offenfive  and  de- 
fenfive,  which  was  ratified  at  Coire  the  17th  of 
December,  1706.  By  this  accommodation  it 
was  ftipulated,  among  other  articles  on  the  fide 
of  the  Venetians,  to  pay  an  annual  penfion  of 
7 1 1  Spanifh  doubloons,  and  to  furnifh  the  Gri- 
fons in  time  of  war  with  a  thoufand  Venetian 
ducats  per  month:  in  return,  the  Grifons  agreed 
to  permit  the  paflige  of  the  Venetian  troops 
through  the  Valteline,  and  to  make  a  road  lead- 
ing from  Morbegno  over  the  mountain  of  St. 
Mark  into  the  Venetian  territories,  by  which  ac- 
commodation the  merchandize  might  be  con- 
veyed to  and  from  Venice  to  Germany  without 
going  through  the  Tyrol- 

This  treaty,  concluded  for  twenty  years,  was 
to  continue  in  force  for  the  fame  additional  pe- 
riod, unlefs  one  of  the  contracting  parties  fhould 
withdraw  before  the  expiration  of  the  firft  term; 
but  though  obtained  by  the  Venetians  with  much 
trouble  and  expence,  it  was  not  long  fulfilled  by 
either  of  the  negociating  powers.  In  a  few  years 
the  Venetians  omitted  the  payment  of  the  annual 
penfion,  and  the  Grifons  negleded  to  make  the 
road  over  the  mountain  of  St.  Mark.  The  two 
republics,  however,  continued  upon  terms  of 
amity ;  and  the  Venetians,  foon  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  forty  years,  defirous  of  renewing  the 
treaty,  offered  to  difcharge  the  arrears  of  the 
penfion,  if  the  Grifons  would  open  the  propofed 
-  communicatim  over  the  mountain  of  St.  Mark* 

For 
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For  this  purpofe  an  envoy  was  difpatched  to  the 
Grifons  in  1759,  and  no  promifes  were  fpared 
to  promote  the  negociation :  it  failed,  however, 
through  the  influence  of  the  emprefs  of  Germany* 
The  Grifons  reje&ed  the  propofals  of  Venice, 
and  ftill  further  alienated  that  republic  by  the 
capitulation  of  Milan.  In  confequence  of  this 
conduft,  the  Venetians  were  fo  incenfed  as  to 
banifli  the  Grifons  who  were  fettled  within  their 
territories ;  and  all  connexion  is  now  interrupted 
between  the  two  republics. 

The  treaties  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  as  fo- 
vereigns  of  the  Milanefe,  remain  to  be  considered. 
It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  mention  any-  treaties 
which  the  Grifons  contracted  with  the  dukes  of 
Milan  of  the  houfe  of  Sforza,  or  thofe  by  which 
Philip  the  Second  and  his  fucceflbrs  acknowledg- 
ed their  claim  to  the  Valteline,  Chiavenna,  and 
Bormio ;  but  I  fhall  begin  with  the  celebrated 
alliance,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  Capitulation  of 
Milan  in  1636  ;  becaufe  it  fuperfeded  all  others, 
and  eftablifhed  that  clofe  connexion  between  the 
Grifons  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  has 
fmce  continued  with  little  interruption. 

The  following  are  the  principal  articles  in  this 
capitulation,  concluded  between  Philip  the  IVth, 
king  of  Spain,  as  duke  of  Milan,  and  the  Three 
Leagues : 

An  hereditary  and  perpetual  peace  between  the  * 
two  contraftihg  powers. 

Weekly  fairs  to  be  eftablilhed  in  the  neigh* , 
bouring  towns  of  the  Milanefe,  in  which  the 
Grifons  may  purchafe  grain,  and  alfo  enjoy  a 
free  trade,  for  the  purpofe  of  importing  and  ex- 
porting  all  kinds  of  merchandize  and  arms,  upon 
paying  only  the  accuftomed  duties. 

Cc2  A  free 


388  L    E    T    T    E    R      88. 

A  free  paffage  through  the  territories  of  tht 

Grifons  for  the  Spanifh  troops,  with  a  referve, 

that  no  more  than  a  company  of  1 50  infantry, 

%nd  a  troop  of  60  cavalry  (hall  march  through 

the  fame  day. 

Free  panag£  of  the  Grifon  troops  through  the 
Milanefe,  upon  condition  that  they  do  not  march 
againft  the  allies  of  Spain,  and  that  more  than 
two  or  three  companies  do  not  pafs  at  one  time. 

The  king  may  levy  at  his  own  expence,  in 
cafes  of  neceflity,  a  body  of  troops  not  exceed- 
ing 6000  nor  lefs  than  2000,  for  his  fervice 
,  againft  all  his  enemies,  except  the  confederates 
of  the  Grifons,  and  particularly  the  republic  of 
Venice, 

All  Grifon  troops  in  the  fervice  of  any  ftate  or 
Sovereign,  intending  to  attack  the  territories  of 
the  king  of  Spain,  mall  be  immediately  recalled; 
and  all  officers  and  foldiers,  who  enroll  them- 
felves  in  any  foreign  fervice,  (hall  be  forbidden 
to  invade  his  majefty's  territories. 

If  the  Gf ifons  fhould  be  engaged  in  war,  the 
Iritag  obliges  himfelf  to  fiimifli,  within  fifteen 
days,  aooo  infantry  and  200  cavalry ;  and  if  the 
Grifons  prefer  affiftance  in  money,  to  pay  1000 
fcudi  *  per  month  as  long  as  the  war  lads ;  alfo 
to  fend  into  the.  country  of  Chiavenna  fix  pieces 
of  campaign  artillery,  with  ammunition  fufficient 
for  the  fervice  of  the  war. 

No  troops  (hall  be  allowed  to  pafs  through  the 
refpe&ive  territories  to  the  difadvantage  of  the 
two  contracting  powers. 

To  each  league  the  king  promifes  an  annual 
penfion  of  1500  fcudi;  and  alfo  to  pay  for  the 

*  A  Milanefe  fcudo  =  to  about  49.  6dL 

2  education 
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education  of  two  ftudents  from  each  league  at 
Pavia  or  Milfb,  befides  a  donation  of  fixty  fcudi 
to  each  ftu<ykf.  n 

All  antient  alliances  with  any  other  powersaje 
permitted  to  remain  in  force  oar.both  fide^M^* 
on  the  part  of  the  Grifons,  me  cjmdbtfo&ttof 
their  treaty  with  France  is  parjj^iarl^Jpulated: 
they  promife,  however,  that  they  will  not  renew 
it  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  the  two  crowns $ 
and  if  renewed,  they  will  declare  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  is  to  be  fufpended  during  fuch  a 
rupture,  and  that  they  will  not  for  the  future 
contract  an  .  alliance  with  any  foreign  power  to 
the  prejudice  of  this  perpetual  peace. 

If  either  parties  fhould  be  attacked,  the  other, ' 
without  any  regard  to  the  aforementioned  ftipu- 
lations  in  favour  of  their  antient  allies,  is  bound 
to  give  afliftancc  againft  fuch  invaders,  excepting 
however  on  his  majefty's  part,  the  German 
branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  if  that  Houfe 
fhould  engage  in  war  with  the  Grifons,  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  rights  in  the  territory  of  the 
Grifons. 

The  caufes  which  gave  rife  to  this  capitulation, 
as  well  as  the  articles  refpe&ing  the  Valteline, 
having  been  already  related  * ;  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  only  to  remark,  that  the  Spaniards  guaran- 
tied to  the  Grifons  the  pofTeffion  of  their  fubjed 
provinces,  and  to  the  fubje&s  the  confirmation 
of  their  privileges.  In  cafe  of  any  diflention  be- 
tween the  Grifons  and  their  fubje&s,  the  difpute 
is  to  be  referred  to  the  mediation  of  the  king  of 
Spain. 

This  treaty,  figned  at  Milan  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1639,  by  the  marquis  de  Legnes,  go- 

*  Letter  74* 

vernor 
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vernor  of  Milan,  on  the  part  of  the  Spanifh 
king,  and  on  the  other  by  the  deputies  of  the 
Three  Leagues,  was  preferved  iftvjplate,  and  a 

€>d  underftanding  maintained  between  the  con? 
fting  powers,  until  the  extin&ien  of  the  Spap 
nifti  bravhpf  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  in  the  perfon 
of  Charl^^he  Second.  During  the  war  of  the 
fucceffion,  which  followed  his  death,  the  Mila- 
nefe  frequently  changed  its  matters,  until  it  was 
fecured  to  the  emperor  Charles  the  Sixth  by  the 
peace  of  Utrecht.  Charles  had  no  fooner  firmly 
eftablifhed  his  power  in  his  new  dominions,  than 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the.  Griibns,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  renew  the  capitulation  of 
Milan.  One  of  the  principal  arguments  which 
gave  fuccefs  to  his  negociation,  was  the  promife, 
not  only  of  continuing  the  annual  penfion,  but 
even  of  discharging  the  arrears,  which  amounted 
to  twenty -nine  payments 

This  new  treaty,  in  which  the  German  branch 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auttria  fucceeded  \o  the  place 
of  the  Spanifh,  was  concluded  on  the  24th  of 
Oftober,  1726,  by  count  Daun,  governor  of 
Milan,  in  the  name  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  and 
the  deputies  of  the  Three  Leagues.  It  confirmed 
and  ratified  the  antient  capitulation  of  1639,  with 
a  few  modifications  and  additions,  of  which  the 
principal  are  the  following : 

The  duties  upon  corn  purchafed  by  the  Gri- 
fons  in  the  Milanefe  are  lowered  two-thirds. 

The  tenth  article  in  the  firft  treaty,  by  which 
all  Grifon  troops  in  the  fervice  of  any  ftate  de- 
signing to  attack  the  territories  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auflria  are  fubjeft  to  immediate  recall,  is  an- 
nulled ;   and  the  Grifons  are  free  to  ferve  any 
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foreign  prince  in  time  of  war  without  incurring » 
the  breach  of  this  capitulation. 

The  number  of  ftudents  educated  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  emperor  is  increafed  to  twelve. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1763,  this  heredi- 
tary league  was  renewed  by  count  Firmian,  rai- 
nifter  plenipotentiary,  in  the  name  of  the  em- 
prefs  of  Germany  as  fovereign  of  Milan,  and 
Jthe  deputies  of  the  Three  Leagues. 

By  this  treaty  the  capitulations  of  1639  and 
1726  are  ratified,  and  ferve  as  the  bafis  of  the 
prefent  union ;  they  are  alfo  augmented  by  the 
following  articles. 

The  emprefs  renounces  all  right  to  the  lake  of 
Chiavenna,  together  with  a  fmall  portion  of  the 
adjacent  territory,  and  cedes  them  in  perpetuity 
to  the  Grifons. 

The  limits  between  the  Milanefe  and  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Grifons  are  accurately  fixed. 

In  return  for  this  ceffion,  the  Grifons  agree  to 
ereft  no  fortifications  upon  the  ceded  territory, 
jmpofe  no  new  taxes  upon  the  tranfport  pf  mer* 
chandize,  make  no  new  roads;  and  according 
to  the  former  capitulation,  no  troops  (hall  be 
permitted  to  pafs  to  the  prejudice  of  the  (late  of 
jVlilan. 

The  emprefs  promifes  to  obtain  from  the  pope 
an  abolition  of  feveral  ecclefiaftical  privileges  in 
the  Valteline,  highly  detrimental  to  fociety  ;  alfo 
to  prevent  the  bifhop  of  Como  from  granting 
ecclefiaftical  privileges  to  thofe  who,  without  en- 
tering into  orders,  aflume  the  clerical  drefs,  and 
ajre  thereby  entitled  to  the  immunities  of  the 
church;  alfo"  to  corred  feveral  other  abufes, 
which  render  the  clergy  of  the  Valteline  inde- 
pendent of  fecuUt  authority,  and  in  civil  and 

criminal 
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criminal  caufes  only  amenable  to  the  bifhop  of 
Como. 

The  weekly  fairs  for  the  purchafe  of  grain  are 
abolifhed,  and  in  their  ftead  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
agrees  to  fupply  the  Grifons  with  a  certain  quan- 
tity for  themfelves  and  for  the  fubjed  countries, 
according  to  the  current  price  of  corn  in  the  Mi- 
lanefe. 

The  duties  upon  merchandize  exported  from 
the  Milanefe  are  lowered,  and  the  cuftoms  both 
in  that  country  and  in  the  territory  of  the  Gri- 
fons are  eflablUhed  upon  a  permanent  footing, 
for  which  purpofe  a  table  of  the  duties  is  annexed 
to  the  treaty. 

At  prefent  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  dire&s  all  the 
affairs  of  the  Grifons  with  the  moft  unbounded 
authority.  That  power  has  ac  juired  this  fway 
by  regularly  difcharging  the  public  penfions,  by 
holding  the  leading  members  of  the  diet  in  its 
pay,  by  being  a  guarantee  of  the  Valteline,  and 
mediator  in  all  the  difputes  between  the  Grifons 
and  their  fubjeds* 
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Languages  rf  the  Gri/ons — Particularly  the  /f#- 
manjb—Its  Antiquity — Origin — and  two  princi- 
pal Dialefis. 


H  E  languages  of  the  Grifons  are  the  Ita- 
lian, German,  and  Romanfh.  The  Italian, 
which  is  a  jargon  fimilar  to  the  Milanefe  dialed, 
is  fpoken  by  the  inhabitants  of  Pregalia  and 
Pufchiavo,  and  in  the  vallies  of  Mafox  and  Ca- 
lanca. 

The  German  is  fpoken  throughout  the  whole 
League  of  the  Ten  Jurifdi&ions,  a  few  villages 
excepted ;  in  the  League  of  God's  Houfe,  at 
Avers,  Coire,  and  the  four  villages ;  and  in  the 
Grey  League,  at  Splugen,  Cepina,  and  other 
villages  of  the  Rheinwald,  at  Valts,  in  the  valley 
of  St.  Pedro,  at  Tufis,  Reichenau,  Feldfperg, 
Tamins,  Meyerhof,  Verfam,  and  Valendros. 

Some  of  the  earlieft  and  moft  authentic  writ- 
ers upon  the  Grifons  have  afferted,  that  the  na- 
tive* 
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tives  of  the  Rheinwald  fpeak  a  Celtic  idiom,  a 
language  neither  German  or  Romanfh,  but  more 
fimilar  to  the  former ;  although  they  are  entirely 
furrounded  by  people  of  a  different  tongue,  and 
*re  neither  contiguous  to,  lior  have  any  great  in» 
tercourfe  with,  the  German  inhabitants.  From 
this  remarkable  circumftance  they  are  led  to 
conjecture,  that  the  natives  of  the  Rheinwald 
are  defcendfcd  from  the  Lepontii,  a  Celtic  nation, 
and  confidered  as  the  original  inhabitants  of  this 
country  before  the  influx  of  the  Tufcans ;  and 
they  grfrund  the  proofs  of  this  affertion  upon  the 
numerous  names  of  many  caftles  which  feem  to 
be  derived  from  a  *  Celtic  or  German  origin. 
This  bypothefis,  however,  refts  upon  a  wrong 
bafis,  and  is  grounded  upon  two  miftakes.  For 
in  the  firft  place,  the  language  of  the  Rhemwald 
is  German ;  and  fecondly,  although  the  inhabit 
tants  of  this  diftrid  are  immediately  furrounded 
by  perfons  fpeaking  the  Italian  and  RpmanA, 
yet  they  are  within  half  a  day's  journey  of  Ron- 
caglia,  Tufis,  and  Furftenau,  where  German  is 
the  common  language.  It  is  more  probable, 
therefore,  that  the  Rheinwald  was  peopled  by  a 
German  colony,  which  penetrated  into  thefe  re- 
gions in  the  darker  ages,  when  the  Germans 
i(Tued  from  their  forefts,  and  fpread  themfelves 

*  Cluverius  and  other  authors  hart  erroneoufly  fuppofed 
«ht  Gothic  and  Celtic  nations  to  have  been  the^mr,  and  their 
language  to  have  given  rife  to  the  Teutonic  or  German :  but 
the  learned  translator  (Dr.  Percy,  bifhop  of  Dromore)  of 
Mallet's  Northern  Antiquities,  has  efiablifhed,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  Celtic  and  Gothic  nations  were  originally  different, 
and  that  there  was  not  the  leail  affinity  between  the  languages  ; 
the  Celtic  having  given  rife  to  the  old  Gallic,  Britifh,  Erfe, 
Itc.  &c.  and  the  Gothic  to  the  German.  Sec  Translator1* 
Preface  to  Mallet's  Northern  Antiquities. 

ovef 
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over  Europe.  With  refpeft  to  the  German 
names  of  caftles  and  towns  we  may  remark,  that 
many  of  them  are  corrupted  from  the  Romanih, 
that  others  have  been  adopted  in  later  times; 
and  as  a  proof,  that  the  Romanih  is  more  ancient 
in  this  country  than  the  German,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  mountains,  vallies,  and  pldeft  caftles, 
have  Romanih  appellations,  even  in  the  diftri&t 
inhabited  by  the  Germans  *. 

This  circumftance  leads  me  to  the  confiderar 
tion  of  the  Rhetian,  or  as  it  is  more  commonly 
called,  the  f  Romanih,  which  is  the  vernacular 
tongue  among  the  greateft  part  of  the  Grifons  $ 
a  language  in  former  times  more  extenfively  dif- 
fufed  than  it  is  at  prefent,  and  through  the  Tyrol, 
as  far  as  Innfpruck. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a  German 
translation  of  Mr-Planta's  excellent  Treatife  upon 
the  Romanfh  of  the  Grifons,  of  which  I  had  be? 
fore  feen  the  original  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
a&ions  for  1775.  The  perufal  of  this  treatife 
firft  excited  my  inquiries ;  and  although  I  am 
obliged  to  differ  from  the  ingenious  author  in  9. 
few  inftances,  yet  I  hold  myfelf  indebted  to  him, 
for  having  greatly  facilitated  my  researches,  and 
for  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  fubjeQ 
jhan  I  could  otherwife  have  obtained. 

*  The  German  names  adopted  from  the  Romanfh  are  very 
numerous  ;  fuch  as  Chur  from  Curia  or  Coircx  Splugen  or  Sfc- 
htga9  Ccpina%  Tufis  or  Tojffan,  Davos t  Pretigau  or  Rhetigoua* 
Cqflels,    &c/ 

The  following  German  names  are  evidently  of  a  very  late 
&2XZ1  Furftenou,  Fudfenbergt  Haldenftcin*  Lkbtenftan>  Han- 
xtnbcrgy  Reicbenau,  Kbeinwald,  &c«  as  will  eafily  be  allowed 
by  any  one  converfant  in  that  tongue. 

+  It  is  called  by  the  natives  Arvmaunfch,  Rumatm/cb,  Ron 
wumfcbf  Lingua  Romanfcha, 

The 
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The  Romanfh  of  this  country  13  divided  into 
two  principal  dialed*,  the  one  fpokeu  in  the 
Grey  League,  and  the  other  in  that  of  God's 
Houfe.  Thefe  two  dialefts,  although  materially 
varying  as  to  pronunciation  and  orthography, 
are  yet  fufficieatly  fimilar  in  the  general  arrange- 
ment and  expre&ons,  to  be  comprifed  within  the 
lame  inquiry. 

It  mud  always  be  extremely  difficult  to  trace 
the  origin  of  any  language :  for  etymologifts  are 
too  apt  to  build  a  favourite  fyftem,  by  miitaking 
a  partial  for  a  general  re&mblance ;  and  finding 
a  few  fimilar  expreffions  in  two  languages,  which 
in  other  refpeds  are  eflentially  different,  conclude 
diem  to  be  derived  from  the  fame  (lock. 

The  Grifon  writers,  however,  pretend,  that 
the  proofs  of  the  antiquity  and  origin  of  their 
language  are  too  well  founded  to  admit  of  the 
lealt  doubt.  They  aflert  that  the  Rhetian  tongue 
is  derived  from  the  Latin,  or  from  a  dialed  of 
the  Latin ;  and  the  arguments  upon  which  they 
ground  their  aflertion  may  be  reduced  to  three 
principal  heads.  1.  The  hiftory  of  the  country. 
3.  The  names  of  places  which  have  evidendy  a 
Latin  origin.  3.  Its  fimilarity  to  the  Latin,  and 
to  other  languages  derived  mediately  or  immedi- 
ately from  the  Latin. 

i.  The  hiftory  of  the  country.  Livy,  wha 
has  given  the  earlieft  account  of  thefe  Alps,  in- 
forms us,  that  under  the  reign  of  Tarquiniu$ 
Prifcus,  a  colony  of  Tufcans,  driven  from  Lom- 
bardy  by  the  Gauls,  fettled  in  thefe  mountainous 
regions ;  and  the  fame  hiftorian  adds,  that  in  his 
time  the  Rhetians,  who  were  defcended  from 
thefe  firft  colonifts,  (till  retained  fome  traces  of 

the 
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the  Tufcan  pronunciation,  although  vitiated  by 
lapfe  of  time  and  change  of  fituation. 

Since  that  period,  we  have  no  pofitive  docu- 
ments of  any  fubfequent  emigration,  although  it 
is  probable,  that  upon  many  occafions  in  which 
the  Italians  quitted  their  country,  they  retired  to 
thefe  Alps,  and  mixed  with  the  natives. 

In  fome  of  thefe  excu|fions  it  is  likely,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Latitgfi,  or  others,  who  fpoke 
the.  Latin,  or  afrleaft  a  dialed  of  that  tongue, 
which  muft  have  had  &  confiderable  affinity  to 
the  Tufcan,  eftabliftied  themfelves  in  thefe  regi- 
ons j  but  whether  this  fettlement  happened  dur- 
ing the  invafion  of  Hannibal,  or  at  any  fubfe- 
quent period,  cannot  be  exa&ly  afcertained. 

About  the  time  of  the  Caefars,  Rhetia  became 
an  objeffc  of  Roman  conqueft ;  and  frequent  ex- 
peditions wer^  made  into  thefe  parts,  until  the 
whale  country  was  reduced  to  a  Roman  province, 
and  governed  by  a  praetor  refident  at  Coire. 
During  that  period,  many  Roman  families  efta- 
bliftied themfelves  in  thefe  Alps,  and  diffufed  the 
knowledge  of  their  language. 

On  the  decline  of  the  Roman  power,  ljUietia 
came  under  the  dominion  of  the  Franks,  a  Ger- 
man Qation.  The  new  people  introduced  their 
own  tongue  into  many  places;  and  in  others, 
gave  a  new  turn  and  modification  to  the  Latin, 
by  the  addition  of  auxiliary  verbs,  and  by  the 
frequent  ufe  of  the  articles. 

2.  The  fecond  proof  of  the  derivation  of  the 
Romanfti  from  the  Latin,  refts  upon  the  nume- 
rous names  of  mountains,  rivers,  towns,  and 
caftles,  which  evidently  feem  to  have  a  Roman 
origin.     To  ufe  the  words  of  the  ecclefiaftical 

hifto- 
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hiftorian  •,  whom  I  have  fo  often  quoted  ;  u  Per. 
fons  verfed  in  claffic  antiquity,  who  travel  among  ] 
the  Grifons,  will,  from  the  frequency  of  Latin 
appellations,  conceive  that  tbey  are  paffing  thro' 
Latium,  Etruria,  and  Campania.  They  will 
trace  the  ancient  names  Ardeates^  Vet t ones  ^  Sen- 
filiates,  Samnices,  in  Ardets,  Vettan,  Sent,  and 
Samnun.  They  will  meet  with  mount  Umtria, 
the  river  Albulay  the  towjis  Antium,  Sufay  Lavi- 
nium,  Tutium,  Seaptia,  SHium,  Cernetia,  and  ma- 
ny others :  derivations  fo  plain  and  fo  frequently 
occurring,  evidently  certify  their  origin." 

3.  The  affinity  or  the  Romanih,  as  well  to  the 
Latin,  as  to  the  languages  immediately  derived 
from  the  Latin. 

Firft,  a  collateral  argument  in  favour  of  its 
derivation  from  the  Latin  may  be  deduced  from 
the  word  Roman/by  the  general  appellation  of  the 
language,  and  the  particular  dialed  of  Engadina, 
called  Ladin ;  both  thefe  terms  having  in  effeft 
the  fame  fignification,  Latin  f  and  Roman  being 
fynonimous.     But  without  infifting  too  much  on 
this  conjecture,  we  need  only  refer  to  a  book 
written  in  the  Grifon  tongue,  to  perceive  the 
general  affinity  of  its  vocabulary  to  that  of  the 
Latin.     In  this  comparifon,  however,  great  al- 
lowance muft  be  made  for  the  variation,  which 
muft  have  taken  place  between  a  mother  tongue, 
as  written  in  the  belt  authors,  and  its  offspring, 

*  Aporta,  Hift.  I.  p.  6. " 
f  La/in  and  La//in  are  the  fame  words,  only  differently  pro- 
nounced :  for  it  mud  be  evident  to  any  one  the  leaft  conTenant 
with  different  languages,  how  often  the  t  and  the  d  are  fuhfti- 
jutcd  for  each  other.  Quintilian  (ays  that  the  old  Roman* 
frequently  wrote  a  /,  before  they  had  any  fixed  rules  of  ortho- 
graphy, iuftead  of  a  d\  for  Alexander— -Alexan/er. 

which 
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which  for  many  centuries  was  merely  folloquial, 
and  which  has  not  only  been  occafionally  inter* 
mixed  with  other  languages,  but  has  fuffered  a 
change  in  its  general  modification  by  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  German  fyntax. 
}  -Yet  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  the  Romanfli* 
although  the  undoubted  offspring  of  the  Latin, 
fhould  have  been  derived  immediately  from  that 
language,  fuch  as  it  is  found  in  the  beft  authors, 
or  as  configned  to  writing  during  any  period  of 
the  Roman  sera;  but  rather,  that  it  owed  its 
origin  to  the  vulgar  tongue,  as  it  was  fpoken 
by  the  people,  or  to  fome  provincial  dialed  of 
Italy. 

In  all  living  tongues  there  is  a  colloquial  as 
well  as  a  written  language :  for  how  different  are 
the  Englifh  and  Scottiln  idioms,  and  even  the 
diale&s  of  Lancashire  and  Norfolk  ?  In  France 
the  Parifian  accent  varies  effentially  from  the 
provincial  pronunciation ;  and  the  feveral  patois 
of  Provence,,  Lorrain,  and  Gafcony,  cannot  be 
underftood  without  refpe&ive  gloffaries.  The 
fame  circumftance  prevails  in  Germany,  where 
the  idioms  of  the  Saxons,  Auftrians,  and  Sua- 
bians,  are  fcarcely  intelligible  to  each  other. 
That  this  was  equally  the  cafe  with  the  Latin,  we 
may  colleft  not  only  from  the  general  analogy  of 
language,  but  likewife  from  the  teftimony  of  the 
beft  authors. 

The  origin  of  the  Italian  and  of  the  other 
diale&s,  which  are  derived  principally  from  the 
Latin,  is  frequently  attributed  to  the  invafion  of 
the  Goths  under  Alaric  ;  when  a  new  language 
was  introduced  throughout  Italy  and  the  Roman 
provinces.  But  this  is  not  precifely  the  truth  ; 
for  thefe  feveral  diale&s  arofe  from  a  corruption, 

or 
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or  at  leaft  a  variation,  in  the  primitive  Latia, 
antecedent  to  the  irruption  of  the  Goths,  or  evea 
to  the  times  of  the  Caefars.  Italy  was  occupied 
by  many  people  originally  independent :  the  Urn- 
bri,  Ofcij  Samnites,  Etrttfci,  and  Piceni9  all  of 
whom  differed  in  dialed,  and  many  in  language 
from  the  Romans.  But  the  latter  had  no  looner 
conquered  Italy,  than  the  Latin  language  came 
into  general  ufe,  though  in  the  feveral  provinces 
it  was  not  uniformly  pronounced  in  the  fame 
manner ;  as  the  natives  of  every  di(tri&  varied 
in  their  mode  of  articulation. 

Cicero  mentions  feveral  *  corruptions  of  the 
Latin  which  he  could  fcarcely  comprehend ;  and 
Horace  alludes  to  the  people  of  Canufiiun,  in 
Gracia  Magna,  as  fpeaking  a  mixed  language*. 
Canufium  contained,  befides  the  original  Greek 
natives,  many  inhabitants  from  different  parts  of 
Italy,  who  fpoke  Latin.  Hence  their  language 
was  a  mixture  of  both  Greek  and  Latin ;  but  fo 
extremely  impure,  as  to  give  rife  to  the  proverb, 
Canuftns  more  bi unguis. 

In  Italy  there  muft  have  been  many  idioms  of 
this  fort,  which  were  for  a  long  time  unobferv* 
ed.  For  while  Rome  flourifhed,  the  language 
of  that  capital  was  the  ftandard  of  purity ;  and* 
all  other  dialeds  of  the  Latin  were  disregarded. 
Yet,  even  at  Rome  itfelf,  the  Latin  was  corrup- 

•  Amongft  other  examples  be  fays,  that  the  people  inftead 
of  diem  kanc  pronounced  tli  banc,  and  caumas  inftead  of  &** 
me  eai. 

f  Cum  -Pedius  cauffas  exfudet  PopTicola  atque 
Conuinus,  patriis  intermifcere  petiia 
Verba  font  maTuy  Catrnftm-  more  Biliwguis? 

Lib.  L  Sat,  x.  ?.  30. 

ted 
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feci  alt  a  very  early  period.  Suetonius  *  relates, 
that  AuguftuS  frequently  affefted  to  write  words 
as  theV  were  pronoufcced,  without  any  regard 
to  ortnography:  and  to  abridge  th£m,  by  thte 
change  or  omiffion  of  fyllables.  If  this  was  the 
pra&ce  of  the  fovfereign  himfelf,  in  the  purity 
of  the  Auguftan  *g£,  and  in  the  capital*  we  may 
be  affured,  that  the  fame  cuftom  was  ftill  morfe 
prevalent  among  the  people,  in  the  diftant  pro- 
vine^,  aftd  particularly  towards  the  decline  of 
th«  empire.    '  '  '  v 

*fhus  the  Latin  tctogue  was  growing  gradually 
more  corrupt,  and  would,  in  procefs  of  time, 
have  alittoft  totally  varied  from  its' primitive 
purity,  even  if  Rome  had  continued  to  be  the 
feat  <«  ertipire  ;  yet  it  may  be  allowed,  that  its 
detHafe  was  hafteried  by  the  irruption  of  the 

<?oths,  ; 

Shduld  thefe  remarks  be  founded  on  fa&,  the 
RfcfUiaris  mutt  have  left  traces  of  their  language 
thrpughout  the  different  provinces  of  •  their  vaft 
empire ;  and  the  fe vera!  diale&s  derived  from  the 
colloquial  Latin,  before  they  were  refined  and 
pdlifhed,  muft  have  borne  a  refemblance  to  each 
other*  in  feme  places  more  ftriking,  in  others 
taorefalftt  and  diftant.  And  although  thefe  dia- 
led* were  in  fome  mekfure  changed  and  modi* 
fifcd  by  the  introdu&ion  of  the  Gothic  or  Get- 
man  Wiorrt,  which  the  conquerors  gradually  efta- 
blifhed-  throughout  the  Roman  provinces ;  yet 
the  fame  affinity  muft  have  been  ftill  obferved : 
tbofe  changes  affefted  all  the  dialefts,  and  con- 
lifted  not  fp  much  in  varying  the  expreffions,  as 

*  Won  Uitras  mfido  jtd fyUabdb'permutat  out  prgtmt.    Com* 
wit  bominum  error* 

Vol.  II.  D  d  m 
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in  giving  a  netf  modification  to  the  general  lyn- 
tax,  by  the  introduction  of  the  auxiliary  vats, 
by  the  indcclenfion  of  the  cafes,  and  by  the  ne» 
ceflary  ufe  of  prepofitions  and  articles. 

If  therefore  the  Romans  e(ta)>lifhed  tbemfelres 
in  the  country  of  the  GriTons  fo  effectually  as 
to  introduce  their  own  language  *  and  if  that 
tongue,  derived  from  the  colloquial  Latin,  and 
(till  further  modified  by  the  adoption  of  the 
German  fyntax,  is,  from  the  peculiar  fituadoa 
of  the  natives,  and  from  its  not  having  been  con- 
signed to  writing  till  within  thefe  laft  two  hun- 
dred years,  little  changed  from  its  primitive ftate; 
we  have  reafon  to  expeft,  that  it  (hpuld  bear 
evident  marks  of  affinity  to  thofe.dialcds  which 
have  originated  from  the  colloquial  1Mb,  &d 
were  equally  modified  by  the  German  fyntax;  it 
follows  alfo,  that  the  refemblance  will  be  greater 
in  proportion  as  we  can  trace  earlier  and  ruder 
fpeciraens:  and  this  analogy  is  confonant  to  ex- 
perience. 

The  earlieft  language,  which  undoubtedly 
draws  its  origin  from  the  colloquial  Latin,  if  the 
ancient  Romanfli,  called  Lingua  Roman*,  the 
mother  of  the  French  tongue*  It  was  under- 
ftood  in  Italy,  in  the  Morea,  and  Conftantino 
pie,  and  was  univerfally  diffufed  throughout  the 
Jbuthern  parts  of  Europe  in  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  centuries.  Mr.  Planta,  in  the  trcafife  to 
which  I  alluded  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter, 
has  unqueilionably  proved  that  this  tongue  and 
the  Romanfli  of  the  Grifons  are  the  fame  lan- 
guage. 

:  We  cannot  expeft,  perhaps,  the  fame  evident 
affinity  between  the  Romanfh  of  the  Grifons  and 

any 
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any  other  language  now  exifting ;  but  in  com- 
paring it  with  the  Italian,  and  particularly  fome 
provincial  diale&s  of  Italy,  the  Spanifh  *,  the 
Patois,  of  Provence,  Languedoc,  Gafcony,  and 
Lorraine,  we  (hall  eafily  perceive,  that  they  ori- 
ginated from  the  fame  (lock,  with  the  difference 
which  time,  a  variety  of  pronunciation,  and  the 
mixture  of  other  tongues,  muft  neceflarily  occa- 
fion  in  all  languages.  With  refpefl;  co  the  Ita- 
lian, it  is  remarkable  that  the  Romanih  Ids  re- 
fembles  the  pure  Tufcan  idiom  than  the  provin- 
cial dialects j  a  circumftance  eafily  accounted  for. 
The  former  has  been  gradually  purified  and  re- 
fined, until  it  has  undergone  a  total  change  from 
its  original  ftate;  and  the  latter,  being  Jefs  com- 
mitted to  writing,  has  not  been  fubje&  to  fuch 
variation. 

To  thefe  languages  I  may  add  that  fpoken  by 
the  Vaudois,  inhabiting  the  valleys  of  Pied- 
mont, in  the  16th  century,  of  which  Leger  has 
printed  fpecimens,  the  originals  whereof  are  now 
extant  in  the  public  library  at  Cambridge,  and 
alfo  the  Wallachian  tongue.  The  latter  is  de- 
rived from  the  Latin,  introduced  by  the  coLony 
of  Ramans,  which  Trajan  eftablilhed  in  thofe 
parts*  The  prefent  natives,  descendants  of  that 
colony,  although  furrounded  by  people  fpeaking 
the  Hungarian  and  Sclavonian,  talk  a  language 
in  which  evident  traces  of  the  original  Latin  are 
ftill  preferved.  It  bears  a  general  refemblance 
to  the  Italian ;  and  Mr.  Aporta,  who  pafled  fome 
time  in  Hungary,  informed  me,  that,  allowing 
for  the  variety  of  pronunciation,   h£  compre- 

*  In  comparing  it  with  the  Spanifh,  we  muft  exclude  thofe 
words  which  have  a  ttroog  guttural  pronunciation,  and  are 
evidently  derived  from  die  Arabic. 
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bended  the  natives,  and  found  in  their  expreff* 
ons  no  mconfiderable  degree  of  affinity  to  tfat 
Romanfh. 

The  Romanfli  of  the  Gtifons,  as  I  have  before 
obferved,  is  divided  into  two  principal  dialefts, 
that  of  the  Grey  League  and  the  *  Ladin  of  EnVt 
gadina* 

The  two  djale&s  perfe&ly  agree  in  the  gram- 
matical arrangement,  but  differ  widely  in  the 
pronunciation  and  orthography :  of  the  t^jp,  the 
Ladin,  bring  lefs  intermixed  with  foreign  words, 
is  the  pureft ;  the  Romanlh  of  the  Grey  League, 
from  the  number  of  German  colonies  Mended 
with  the  natives,  abounds  more  in  German  ex- 
preffions. 

The  Ladin  is  divided  Into  (lie  two  idioms  of' 
Upper  and  Lower  Engadina :  the  vocabulary  of 
both  is  the  fame,  with  a  ftnall  variety  of  accent f 
and  pronunciation,  which  arifes  chiefly  from  the 
different  manner  of  articulating  the  vowels.  The 
inhabitants  of  Lower  Engadina  fpeak  with  a 
broader  accent,  like  the  Dorians  among  die 
Greeks ;  while  thofe  of  tipper  Engadina,  like 
the  Ionians,  ufe  a  fofter  pronunciation.  Hence 
is  derived  a  variety  in  the  orthography  of  die  tw6 
idioms ;  and  books,  although  perfedly  under- 

*  For  it  it  needlefs  to  mention  fepamdy  th*  RontnsV 
fpoken  in  the  valleys  of  MunAer  and  Sur&t. 

t  To  gfcve  an  inftance  of  this  difference. 
.  The  inhabitants  of  Lower  Enaadina  pronounce  the* open 
as  we  do  in  war,  while  thofe  of  Upper  Engadina  nig  an  #  in* 
flead  of  an  it. 

Star  Stssr 

Judicar  Judicsr 

Armaint  Arnuent 

Our  .Or 

Chianflk  Chiafl* 
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Jlpodby  both,  are  printed  Somewhat  differently 
i*  the  twq  diftfj&s.  .     ... 

Before,  the  introduction  of  the  reformation 
among  the  Grifons,  the  Aomanfh  was  efteemed 
fc  barbarous  a  jargon,  as  to  be  thought  incapable 
.  qf  being  reduced  to  grammatical  form  •.  It  is 
np  wonder*  that  the  monks,  whofe  irttereft  it 
was  to  keep  the  people  in  the  grofleft  ignorance, 
fbould  I*ave  favoured  this  opinion*;  bat  it  is  3 
m^qer  of  aftptiflnneat,  that  the  moft.  learned 
among  the  native,  laics^,  and  foch  intelligent  fo- 
peigaefs  as.f  Tfchud}  apd  Stumpf,  Ihould  have 
Afgported  a  notion  fe  eomradiftory  to  common 
fenfe. .  For  although.it  is  am  evident  axiom,  that 
2JI  living  tongues  may  be  reduced  to  certain 
principles,  and  cojifigned  to  writing;  yet  the 
fearbarifm  of  the  Ronunfti  was  fb  univerfalhr 
prevalent,  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  write  i$ 
fcefpre  the  fucteenth  century.  The  perfon  to 
tphoti*  the  Qrifons  owe  the  firft  produ&ion  in 
tt*eir  native  tongue,  was  John  de  Travers;  a 
qian  who  blending  the  chara&ers  q£  the  foldier, 
politician,  fcholar,  and  divine,  performed  the 
moft  eflential  fervices  to  his. country;  by  his  va^ 
lqur  in  arms,  by  his  ftjll  ifi  negociation,  by  cul- 
tivating and  protecting  letters,  and  by  favouring 
and  affifting  the  introduction  of  the  reformed 
religion. 

•  Aporta,  Kb.  2.  pr  403.  * 

f  Rustic  a  lingua  tarn  perplexa  ft  imfedita  efl,  utfcribi  nequeat} 

Wide  emmet  liter*  ah  antiquu  conftft*,  I*atine  feripttfuntt  et  quae 

bodu  far  ant,  Germanice  fcrtbt  procurant.     See  1  fchudi  Alp. 

Rhaet.  p   9- — And,  as  Philip  G^lieius  exprefles  himfejf  in  his 
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,  'Igfottoper  <knv  da  ngyr  cun  hunur 

uummad huom  Ser  Joan  Trovers  da  $>uot%  hqa  eulmpr'tim  firitt 
ts  Laatn  la  noafia  guerra. 

2  This 
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This  refpedable  perfon,  of  a  noble  arid  opu- 
lent family  of  Zutz  in  Upper  Engadma,  was 
born  in  1483 :  before  the  eighth  year  of  his  age 
he  was  fent  for  his  education  to  Munich,  and 
from  thence  into  Tranfylvania.     Being  there 
feized  with  a  defire  of  travelling,  he  remained 
abfent  thirteen  years;   and  returned  to  Zutz 
about  the  a8th  year  of  his  age.    Highly  djftin* 
guiflied  #  for  integrity,  learning,  and  abilities, 
he  acquired  universal  efteem ;  and  was  raifed  to 
every  honour  which  his  grateful  country  was  ca- 
pable of  beftowing.    Indeed  fuch  was  the  refped 
generally  (hewn  to  his  fuperior  talents,  that  no 
affair  of  moment  was  tranfa&ed  by  the  Republic 
of  the  Grifons  in  which  he  was  not  confulted. 
His  acquaintance  with  foreign  languages,  hi* 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  the  politenefs  of 
his  addrefs,  rendered  him  the  fitteft  inftniment 
to  negotiate  with  foreign  powers ;  and  he  always 
acquitted  himfelf  with  honour  of  the  trull  which 
was  repofed  in  him.    In  a  military  line  he  greatly 
fignaliied  himfelf  as  commander  of  the  Grifon 
forces  againft  James  of  Medicis,  for  the  rapidity 
of  his  movements,  his  perfonal  valour,  and  cau- 
tious conduit ;  and  by  laying  fiege  to  the  for- 
frefs  of  Muflbnf,  he  brought  the  campaign  to  a 
fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  iflue. 

•  Ilk  quidem  arnne  1483  nattuf  bis  vallu  TelUms  Gnbenutor, 
Epifcopal'tt  Aula  Curator  1  pkriwm  ad  extents  Prmcifes  legate- 
nums  clarvi,  in  Putrid  vero  omnibus  honoris  gramas  mtitus, 
erudition*,  dexUritate,  it  avfforitate  onus  m  Rati*  fitr&at 1  wt 
Retpubttc*  lumen,  jdus9  H  deevs  morito  babeatur.  £9  virhda 
quia  multom  ij>fi  eonc&avcrunt  fameon,  nulla  in  Retmbka  moment* 
agebatur  cauja,  eujus  vel  arbiter  nan  effet  vel  cenjtSum  uen  adw 
lareturi  &c.     Apora,  torn,  i.  p.  229. 

f  Situated  near  the  lake  of  Como,  not  far  from  Gravc- 
dooa. 

He 
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He  vas  greatly  inftrumental  in  Forwarding  the 
progrefs  of  the  reformation.    Although  inclined 
to  favour  the  new  doftrines,  yet  he  was  never 
hurried  away  by  a  mifguided  zeal.     Averfe  to 
renounce  the  religion  in  which  he  had  been  edu- 
cated, without  the  ftrongeft  convidipn  of  its  fu- 
perftitious  tendency,  he  ftudied  the  controverfy 
between  the  two  lefts,  and  weighed  the  argu- 
ments on  both  fides  with  the  utmoft  deliberation; 
but  he  no  fooner  became  a  profelyte  to  the  re- 
formed opinions,  than  he  (hewed  himfelf  as  zea- 
lous in  promoting  as  he  Had  previoufly  been  cir- 
cumfpeftious  in  adopting  them.     Nor  did  he 
only  favour  the  reformation  by  his- example  and 
authority,  but  he  even  promulgated  its  do&rines. 
As  few  natives  of  Engadina  were  qualified,  by 
their    learning  and  theological  knowledge,   to 
preach  in  the  Ladin,  the  progrefs  of  the  reforma- 
tion was  confiderably  retarded.    For  thefe  rea- 
fons  John  de  Travers,  who  had  critically  ftudied 
and  written  in  his  own  tongue,  condefcended  to 
indraft  the  people.     Having  obtained  the  per- 
miffion  of  the  church,  he  afcended  the  pulpit  % 
and  explained  in  the  mod  perfpicuous  manner 
the  Chriftian  do&rines.     His  diftinguiihed  abili- 
ties, his  exalted  rank,  his  venerable  age,  and 

•  Stupuit  tunc  or  Jo  J£vangeRcu*f  Jfapuit  tota  Ratia  contemn 
plans  eximium  incRtumque  Heroa9  inter  Rati*  gentis  opiimates^ 
dtn  principem  habitum,  fumrnis  etiam,  patria  bonoribus,  debilo 
rirtvtibus  premio  infigmtwn,  fenfa  nunc  confe&um  Juggeflu  m 
pvbfica  Jacra  ad$  confienfif  populum  docere,  et  aSa  Ecck/taflica 
nwnta,  quango  ru  pojeebat^  operant  Juam  cum  ordtnar'to  Mintflro 
eonjungmdo9  et  lahotem  partieipando,  fummo  audientium  applaufu 
muftque  ex  lode  circa  vicmie,  tntegrie  turmis  ad  ejus  Jermonet 
auduwht  confluent  tow,  otitit.    Aporta,  torn.  I.  p.  239. 

hi* 
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J, :  ^/able  chara&er,  drew  from  all  quarter?  a 
numerous  audience;  while  his  difcourfes,  deli- 
vered with  a  noble  fimplicity  of  eloquence,  .made 
the  deeped  hfipreflion,  and  fiever  failed  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  profelytes.  This  refpefi- 
able  man  finifhed  his  career,  which  had  been  fa 
ufeful  to  his  country  and  fo  honourable  to  him* 
felf,  in  1563,  and  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

His  writings  in  the  Ladin,  which  gave  rife  to 
this  digreffion,  were,  a  poem  in  rhyme,  defcrib» 
ing  the  war  of  Muflb ;  maqy  fermons ;  and  Se- 
veral facred  dramas  in  verfe. 

The  example  of  committing  the  Ladin  to  writ* 
ing  was  next  followed  by  Philip  Salutz,  called 
Gallieius,  one  of  the  earlieft  reformers  among 
the  Grifons;  who,  in  1534,  tranflated  the  Lord's 
prayer,  the  Apoftles'  creed,  and  the  decalogue, 
into  the  dialed  of  Lower  Engadina ;  and  not 
long  afterwards,  from  the  Hebrew  into  the  fame 
language,  fome  chapters  of  Genefis,  and  the 
Atharafian  Creed:  which  were  diflributed  in 
manufcript  among  the  natives. 

Huldric  Campel  wrote  feveral  facred  dramas, 
in  the  reprefentation  of  which  he  himfelf  af- 
fifled ;  and  alfo  turned  fome  of  the  pfalms  Into 
verfe. 

But  thefe  compofitions,  being  only  to  be  found 
in  manufcript,  were  too  fcarce  to  be  of  general 
ufe;  and  James  Tutfchet,  of  Samada,  more 
known  by  the  name  of  Biveronius,  was  the  firft 
who  ventured  to  publifh  in  his  native  tongue. 
That  celebrated  reformer  finding,  from  expe; 
rience,  that  the  want  of  religious  books  in  the 
colloquial  language  was  a  great  obftrutticm  .to 
the  progrefs  of  the  reformation,  printed  at  Puf- 

chiavo, 
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iff  1560*  a  final!  work*,  which  jcjmi* 
taiiied  an  alphabofc*  the  'Lord's  prayer,  the  Apo» 
ifcfies*  creed,  the  Ten  Commaftdmeats,  and  feve* 
nl  occasional  prayers^  This  liqle  .publication 
being  well  *eceurod,:  was  followed  by  a  work  of 
the  greatefl:  importance,  a  translation  of  the  New 

Tcftamerit  t  j  . 

-  In  1.56a  Huldric  Campel  printed  the  pfalmsj 
of :  David,  and  other  hymns  dope  into  verfe,  for 
die  ufe  of  the  reformed  churches;  this  publiou 
Aon -afforded  a  Jkriking  proof  of.  the  author's  ge- 
nius and  tafle,  that  he  was  able  to  give  fo  much 
basmony  of  metre  and  variety  of  rhymes  to  the 
language  in  fo  rude  a  ftate.  .  Befidee  the  benefit* 
-which  this  pfalter  produced  in  a  religions  light, 
it  was  alfo  ferviceable  in  a  literary  view,  as  it 
contributed  to  diffttfe  a  tafte  for  poejticaijeompo- 
fitioft.- among  his  countrymen;   and  convinced 
them,  that  divine  truths  might  be  inculcated  in 
a  jp>leafing  didion. 

Mr.  Aporta,  in  his  excellent  Hiftory  of  the 
Reformation  among  the  Grifons,  fays  that  the 

.  ..*  I  noflefs  a  copy  of  this  fcarce  work,  reprinted  at  Zuric, 
1 6%  1,.  but  without  the  title-page.  At  my  requeft  the  learned 
M.  Aporta  favoured  roe  with  an  accurate  catalogue  of  all  the 
books  printed  in  the  Romanfh  of  Engadina  and  of  the  Grey 
League,  accompanied  with  many  critical  remarks,  which  I 
Kate  made  ufe  of  in  this;  letter. 

I  once  propofcd  to  have  printed  this  catalogue :  which  gives 
the  titles  of  82  books  printed  in  the  Ladin,  and  26  in  the 
Romanfh  of  the  Grey  League ;  but  relinqutfhed  it  on  confi- 
deting  that  it  would  have  fwelled  this  work  too  much ;  and 
Would  be  unintcrefling  to  the  generality  of  my  readers.  I 
(hall,  therefore,  only  infert,  at  the  end  of  this  letter,  the  titles 
cf  the  Bibles,  and  of  thofe  which  were  printed  in  the  16U4 
Century ;  together  with  a  vocabulary  of  the  language.  * 

Janguage 
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language  of  Biveronius  is  Hike  infant  dialed*) 
fo  rude  and  unpolifhed,  bom  as  to  the  mode  of 
cxpreflion  and  orthography,  .that  it  is  fcarcety 
underftood  at  prefent ;  that  Campei  greatly  re- 
fined it,  and  endeavoured  as  much  as  poffible  to 
reduce  die  words  and  orthography  to  a  fimilarity 
with  the  Latin,  which  was  the  original  mother 
tongue.  Hence  we  may  obferve,  that  the  pub- 
lications of  Biveronius  afford  the  mod  curious 
fpecimen  of  the  Ladin,  as  it  exifted  in  its  moft 
antient  ftate,  when  it  was  chiefly  a  colloquial 
language  •• 

The  poffibility  of  writing  and  printing  the 
Ladin  was  no  fooner  proved  by  fuch  authorities, 
than  the  prefs  teemed  with  proau&ions  calculated 
to  diffeminate  the  reformed,  opinions.  Thefe 
publications,  however,  not  excepting  even  the 
performance  of  Campei)  as  well  as  all  which 
appeared  in  the  15th  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
1 6th  century,  are  now  obfolete;  and,  without  a 

SioiTary,   almoft  unintelligible   to   the    natives 
lemfelves,  who  have  not  made  them  the  objcft 
of  their  particular  ftudy. 

No  veriion  of  the  whole  Bible  was  published 
in  the  Ladin  before  the  year  1 679 :  it  was  printed 
at  Scuolf,  in  the  dialed  of  Lower  Engadina; 
and  republilhed,  with  various  explanations  and 
a  new  index,  in  1743*  Befides  the  tranflation 
of  the  New  Teftament  by  Biveronius,  which  is 
pbfolete,  a  new  J  verfion  was  printed  in  1640! 
in  the  dialed  of  Upper  Engadina,  and  is  in  com* 

*  I  (hall  iofcrt,  at  a  fpecimen  of  his  language,  in  the  cod 
•f  this  letter,  the  Apoftles'  Creed,  pubitfticd  in  101.    N°  J. 
fN*J.  JNV6.  *' 

1  mon 
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mon  trie.  But  the  natives  of  this  diftrift  have 
no  other  ration  of  the  Old  Teftament  than  that 
of  Lower  Engadina. 

As  it  would  be  uninterefting  to  fend  you  a  dry 
catalogue  of  the  feveral  publications  in  the  i.adin, 
I  fliall  therefore  only  remark  in  general,  that  ex- 
cept a  hiftory  *  of  the  Grifons,  compiled  from 
various  authors  by  Aporta,  the  books  in  this 
tongue  folely  treat  of  religious  fubjefts.  Some 
of  our  theological  tra&s,  particularly  written  by 
our  divines  of  the  laft  century,  are  tranilated  into 
their  language ;  of  thefe  I  obferved,  among  the 
lift  of  books  in  my  poffeffion,  Bayley's  Practice 
of  Piety  syad  Baxter  on  Vows. 

The  Romanfluof  the  Grey  League  remains  to 
be  confidered. 

The  earlieft  publication  in  this  dialecl  is  a  ca- 
techifmf,  tranilated  from  the  German  by  Daniel 
Boniface,  pallor  of  Furftenau,  and  printed  in 
1601.  It  was  foon  followed  by  a  metrical  ver- 
fion  of  feveral  pfalms  J,  accompanied  with  other 
hymns,  publilhed  at  Coire  in  161 1. 

The  author  of  this  ufeful  pfalter  was  Stephen 
Gabriel,  a  native  of  Vettan,  in  Lower  Engadina, 
and  pallor  of  Hants :  he  was  a  man  of  confider- 
able  learning ;  and  his  zeal  for  the  reformed  re- 
ligion expofed  him  to  the  fury  of  the  Catholics, 
who,  in  1620,  plundered  his  houfe,  burnt  his 
library,  and  hanged  him  in  effigy,  Gabriel  hav- 
ing efcaped  to  Zuric,  drew  up,  during  his  re- 
tirement, an  account  of  that  controverfy  between 
the  Proteftant  and  Roman  Catholics,  which  in 
thofe  turbulent  times  nearly  excited  a  civil  war 

*  N°  7.  f  N°  8.  t  N«  9. 

among 
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among  the  Grifons.  This  polemic  treatife,  writ* 
ten  in  the  Romanih,  was  printed  at.  Zuric  in 
1625  ;  and  was  anfwercd  in  1630  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  pried,  in  the  fame  tongue;  a  work 
which  is  probably  the  firft  produdion  printed  by 
the  Catholics  in  the  Romanfli.  Upon  the  cefia- 
tion  of  the  civil  commotions  Gabriel  returned  to 
Hants,  where  he  pafled  the  remainder  of  hj#  day* 
in  tranquillity* 

Stephen  was  fucceeded  in  his  preferment  and 
literary  purfuits  by  his  fon  Lucius  Gabriel*  who, 
in  1648,  gave  a  verfion  of  the  New  Teftament*^ 
a  work  much  wanted,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Grey  League  were  moftly  ignorant  of  any  but 
(heir  own  language,  and  could  with  difficulty 
(comprehend  the  tranftation  in  the  dialed  of  En- 
gadina. 

k  it  is  remarkable,  that  this  verfion,  which  was 
printed  only  forty-eight  years  after  the  Romanih 
pf  the  Grey  League  became  a  written  language, 
ftould  ftill  continue  in  ufe;  a  proof  either,  that 
the  language  has  not  received  that  degree  of  re<» 
finement  which  the  Ladin  has  experienced ;  <>r 
that  the  firft  perfons  who  wrote  in  this  idiom 
took  great  p^ins  tq  fettle  the  orthography,  and 
arrange  the  grammatical  conftruftion. 

The  lift  of  books  pubhfhed  in  this  dialed  are, 
for  the  mod  part,  far  inferior,  both  as  to  num- 
ber and  merit,  to  thofe  written  in  the  Ladin ; 
for,  excepting  the  two  Gabriels,  the  Grey 
League  has  furniflied  few  men  who  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  by  fuperior  learning. 

A  complete  trai\flation  of  the  f  Bible  was  r\pt 
given  before  the  year  1718  :   it  was  publifhed  at 

*  N°  10.  f  N°  11. 

Coirg, 
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Coire,  at  the  expence  of  the  clergy  of  the  Grey 
League,  and  dedicated  by  the  printer  to  George 
tfee  Firft,  who  fent  in  return  a  prefent  of  fifty 
jjruineas.  This  fum  being  delivered  to  the  prin- 
ter, and  Claimed  by  him  as  his  own  property, 
occafioned  a  law-fuit  between  him  and  the  edi- 
tors: the  latter,  however,  although  in  equity 
they  had  the  fole  right,  were  never  able  to  oh» 
tain  any  part  of  the  donation. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Vocabulary  of  the  Romanjh  of  UpperlLngadina. 


God 

Heavens 

amid 

Run 
Hail 
Mouth 
Nofe 


Eye 

Head 
Ear 

Hand 
Foot 

Body 

Hair 
Bread 


Dieu 
f  Ccl,  pro- 
<  nounced 
I  Che! 

Nuvla 
Plovgia 
Tempefta 
Boucchia 
Nxs 
fOelg,  pr. 
\    like  the 
I    French 

l  asii 

.  Tefta 
Araglia 
Maun 
*      Pe 
f  Chuerp, 
(  or,Conrp 
Chtape 
Pain 


Wine 

Water 

Fire 

Air 

Earth 

Wood 

Tree 

Horfc 

Dog 

Lion 

Tiger 

Man 

Woman 

Hufband    Marid 

Wife  Muglier 

Girl  Matta. 

Son  Fifg 

Daughter    Figlia 

Soldier        Sado 

Poet  Poarta 


Via 
Ova 

EFoe,  pr. 
like  Fen 
Aier 
Tearra 
God 
Boefch 
ChiuvalgTj 
Chiaun     ~ 
Liuo 
Tigra 
Horn 
Dfaona 


Verfcs      Vers 
To  lore   Amzr 
To  liften  Tadtar 
TobelkveCnir 
To  go      Or 
To  come  Gnir 
To  feign  Finger 
To  beat    Batter 


o  flay 
Great 
Little 
Fat 
thin 
Black 
White 
Red 
Blue 
Green 
Yellow 
Brown 
Grey 


Aroazzare 

Grand 

Pitfche* 

Grafs 

Megier 

Nair 

Alb 

Coatfcheo 

Blow 

Vert 

MeHen 

Brun 

Grifch 


I 

Un 

7  Sett 

2 

Duos 

«  COach,  in  Lower 
\    EngadinaOtt 

3 

Trais 

4 
5 

Quatcr 
Tlchinch 

9  Nov 
10  Defch 

6 

Ses 

11  Undefti 

12  Dudefch,  &c 

20  Vainch 

30  Trenta 

100  Tfchieat 

1000  Mille.   ' 
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Titles  of  the  earlieft  Books,  and  of  the  Bibles 
printed  in  the  Romansh. 

N°  i.  TMfranflation  of  the  New  Teftament  by  Biveroniut. 
Vg  Nuof  Saint  Tefiamaint  da  nofi  Signer  Jefu  Cbrjfli  Pratt  our 
ddg  La£m  et  our  J*  otert  lamngnax  et  buofi  da  noefmifi  in  An- 
maanjcb  tret  Jacbiam  Bifrun  a*  AgneOtna.  P&lra  1 19.  Tieu 
uierjet  una  gjmyraa  mes pes  et  una  liuftb  imeupafu  Squifcbo 
tig  an  1560. 

N*  a.  Another  fcarce  work,  printed  by  the  fame  author  in 
157 1,  and  which  is  in  my  poflefEop*  containing  acatechifm 
and  paraphrafe  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  queftion  and  anfwer, 
bears  the  following  title :  Una  cuorta  etjfuorma  da  intraguidar 
h  ghtventmna  it  far  9lg  prim  co  et  eugniofihe  Deus  etfe  £  fines* 
Aumra  una  declaratiun  de  la  Cbrcdinfbaf  dolt  difebs  eumanda* 
nmniy  dalg  Padernust  dah  famehs  facramainsy  toot  tret  *ls  Pre* 
ebebiauns  da  Cbmohra  in  moed  da  dmnanda  afibant69  et  miffa  m 
Aromaunfib,  1571.  From  this  book  I  (hall  infert  the  Apoftles 
Creed,  as  a  (pecimen  of  the  early  Romanih. 
.  "  Eau  cratch  in  Dieu  Padar  Qmn\putai*t9  creator  dalg  tfebil 
tide  la  terra.  .  Et  in  Jefium  Chriftum  fit  fuUetJUg,  'not  Signur. 
L'g  qua!  et  cancepieu  dalg  Saincb Sfiert,  nafibteu  da  la  Vtrgma 
Maria.  Indurd/uot  Potto  Ptiatof  cnuificbio  muort,  etfappuKeu. 
Jen  ad  ifiern,  et  ant  tig  tert  dl  da  muort  arefuftd.  Et  et  jeu  a 
tfebil,  etfetna.  dalg  drtt  maun  da  fit  bob  eelefieU  Imutonder  cbe 
el  vain  a  gnhr  a  judicbier  vi/t  et  mvorts.  Eau  cratch  aint  tig 
fianc  fpiert.  Eau  cratch  cbe  fata  la  faincbia  Jidda  chrtftianna 
kflfdgia.  Comuniun  dalt  finds.  Remifibrun  qaltpcbios,  Rc- 
fuftathm  da  la  ch'tariu  Et  feva  aquaifta  vita,  la  vita  eterna. 
Amen" 

Na  3.  Tide  of  Campel's  translation  of  the  Pfalms,  fecond 
edition.  Un  Cudefib  Da  Pfalmt  Trattt  our  da'gl  Tudaifcbi,  e 
luguadt  da  cbtantar  in  Ladin.  Proa  quai  alch'tunat  Spirit ualat 
Cmant%unt :  cbi  t'ettuengen  can,  la  *vardad  Ifcrittura  fainehgia> 
ed  our  da  quelle  tuutat9  &c.  Trot  Duricb  Cbiampelf  Sarwaint 
dc  T  g*  Evangeli  da  Jefu  Cbrifti  a  Sufib  in  Ingiadhta  dfuott. 
Schquijchada  a  Bafil  1606V 

N»  4.  A  Catechifin  by  the  Rev.  John  Planta,  of  Samada. 
Un  Cucrt  Nuvaivel  e  Bfogniut  Catcchifmvs,  cbi  cuntain  la  fiufi 
taunza  da  Pintyra  Cretta,  e  <vaira  fa  Cbriftiauna,  &c.  Scrii 
m  Arvmauntfib  trat  Juannem  Plant  am  da  Samedan,  miniflar  de 

la 
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4*  Bafelgia  da  Jefui  Chrifti.     Squitfcbo  m  PufchUf  trsu  Car** 
Sum  et  Ambon  turn  Landuolpbs.     T581. 

Na  c/The  'Bible  io  the  dialed  of  Lower  Eqaaduna.  la 
facra  Bibl'ia*  quai  ais  Tuot  la  Sonchia  Ssrittura  s*  la  quota  fin 
comprau  toots  Cudafchs  dal  Velg  *  Nouf  Teflamaint  can  P  aggh 
anta  dall  Apocrypha  efchaniada,  vertida  e  jtampada  in  lingua 
Rumaunfcba  d*  Ingadina  Bqffa  trai  cumam  cvofl  e  laxfcar  da  JocoU 
Jntomo  Vulfno,  ServiasnJ  dal  Pled  da  Deis  to  Ft  am,  et  Jacok 
Dorta  a  Vulpcra,  Serviamt  dal  Pled  da  Deis  in  Sinai.  Stamped 
m  Scuol  i*  Ingadina  Baffa  trot  Jacob  Dor***  Vulpara.  1679. 
Foi.  pag.  1 5*4. 

N°  6.  A  tctTioo  of  the  New  Tefraroent  by  John  Gritti,  and 
printed  at  Ba/le.  yL  Nuof  S.  Tefiamaint  da  Nonfs  Segno* 
Jefu  Chri/li  bubffa  da  nSf  vertieu  m  Romaurr/cb,  hnr  da  f  on* 
ginel  Greec,  tras  J  tan*.  Gritti  da  Z*o%y  &l.  Sqmicbo  m 
Bafel  tras  George  Decker,  &c.     (64c.1  8vo.  p.  670. 

N  7.  Aporta's  Rhartian Chronicle,  printed  sit  Scnol.  Chro* 
mica  Rhatica  order  PHijloria  da  /*  origin*,  jnterras,  aUeanxas,  et 
Anters  enjonimainJs  da  nojja  t tiara  patria  la  Rhetia,  out*  da  di- 
vers Autburt  comtomada  da  Nott  do  Porta,  V.  D.  M.  etpof 
kirn  public  acwjlftisfatt a  ftjmpar  da  Nuot  N.  Sebucan  trai  J+> 
foba  N.  Gadiuaet  Joe.  Raucbio*    InScuol.  a*.  (742*    8vfe 

p.  209.  .  n  '; 

N*  8.  The  firft  book  in  the  Romanfli  of  the  Grey  Leafeue 
to  a  Catechifm  by  Daniel  Boniface,  under  the  following  title  t 
printed  ac  Lindau.  Catechifmus,  cujl  nnsffnmeint  dek  Pfiodpah 
Pundys  deUa  Cbriflianeita  Religion  par  las  Bafelgias  et  Shlas  do 
Commssnas  Trees  Lfgias\  tfas  quell  auk  amuffaa  $*  Johann  Poo* 
tfella  da  Cuirafatg  pit  Tudefchit  off*  da  nieftaas  Daniel  Bo** 
face  nufs  ora  in  Romaunfch9iifc.  SquMtau  a  Lindau  vid  igl  Bo± 
Jenfce  trot  Johann  Ludvjig  Br  em.  160 1. 

The  following  expreflions  in  his  preface,  "  et  eint  in  nofs  kn* 
guagh  ms  no  nean  nefcritts  ne  fquitckeiu  f  nothing  having  as  yd 
appeared  in  cur  language,  either  written  or  printed;  fumciently 
proves  that  this  Catechifm  was  the  firft  publication  in  the  Ro- 
mania of  the  Grey  League  9  although  the  following  Pfaher  by 
Stephen  Gabriel,  is  ufua  I  ry  ftyled  the  firft  book. 

N  9.  Halter  by  Dan.  Boniface,  printed  at  Coire,  i6\  1  ? 
reprinted  1649,  1683,  1740,  1768.  The  following  is  the 
lide-page  of  the  laft  edition.  Jig  Ver  Sula%  da  Pte*vd  Juven : 
quci  anis  una  curta  Summa  da  la  Caratenfiha  dtls  Patriarchy 
Prophets f  ad  Apoflels  t  Item,  An%aquonts  Pfalms  da  David,  a 
Canxuns  Spiritnalast  Item,  An*aqwmlas  Uratium,  Tros  Stef* 
fan  Gabriel,  & c.     Squitcbau  4  Cuera.      1 768. 

N°  10.  VerGoHof  the  New  Teftament  by  Lucius  Gabriel, 
printed  at  BaHe*      Jig  Nief  Tejlanunt  da  Nicfs  Senger  Jeju 
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Chr-lfl  mefs  qui  en  Rumonfcb  da  la  Uga  Grifeba  tras  Lttcl  Gabriel, 
£*r_      Squiichau  a  Bafet 1648.  8ro. 

24 J  n.  Tranflation  of  the  Bible  in  the  Roraanfti  of  the 
Grey  League,  primed  at  Coire,  with  the  following  title :  La 
■V-  J3iblia9  quit  ei,  Tut  la  Soincbia  Scartira,  ne  Tuts  Us  lu&fch 
iG/gr  Veder  a  Nief  Tefiament  cun  Us  Abocryphsy  mejs'a  giuent  ilg 
JangTiaig  Rymtmfcb  da  la  Ugia  Grifcba>  tras  ancbhu  Surviaitx 
tfitg  plaid  da  Dens  dsls  Veutrands  Colloquio  Sur  afutt  U  Gualt* 
Cunt  Pr'twil.  Illufi,  G,D.  Abator.  aSquitthad  en  Coira  trds 
<Jtmdr*a  P/effef  Stamfadur*     1718.     Fol.  pi  II48. 
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LETTER      y* 


FROM  DAVID  PENNANT,  ESQ.,  TO  THE  AUTHOR. 


On  the  Italian  Bailliages  of  Switzerland— Journey 

from  the  Top  of  the  St.  Gotbard  to  Milan— The 

Levantine  Valley — Bellinzone — Locarno— Town 

and  Lake  of  JLugant—Lago  Magpan—Bero* 

mean  (/lands. 


S  I  R, 

l^ITTLE  is  wanting  to  complete  your  defcrip* 
don  of  Switzerland  and  its  dependencies ;  that 
chafm  I  now  endeavour  to  fill  up.  Youth  and. 
inexperience  muft  ferve  as  excufes  for  errors  and 
omiffions.  Happy  if  this  hafty  (ketch  may  excite 
the  curiofity  of  yourfelf,  or  any  other  traveller 
equally  intelligent,  whofe  obfervations  may  amufe 
and  inftruft  mankind.  The  route  which  I  here 
attempt  to  defcribe,  is  conne&ed  with  your 
.work}  a  route  which  weuld  afford  fatisfa&ion 
i  to 
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to  the  carious  of  all  nations  who  take  you  as 
their  guide. 

Tk  higheft  parts  of  the  principal  Alpine  partes 
are  afnally  occupied  by  a  fmall  plain  or  baibn ; 
as  the  Sl  Bernard,  the  Gemmi,  the  Splugen, 
and  the  St.  Gothard.  From  the  fummit  of  the 
St.  Gothard  I  commenced  my  route  on  the  2d 
of  Augtift,  1786.  I  followed  the  courfe  of  the 
Tefino,  which  you  mention  in  your  letters:  k 
pafles  by  the  Capuchin  convent,  and  is  foon  after 
joined  by  two  other  rills  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  Near  this  fpot  the  Levantine  valley 
begins,  and  Switzerland,  properly  fo  called,  may 
be  hid  to  terminate.  The  defcent  on  the  fide 
of  Italy  is  much  fteeper,  and  the  views  are  more 
lavage  and  pi&urelque,  than  in  the  afc'ent  from 
Urfercn j  and  the  road  is  conduced  with  equal 
frill.  The  majeftk  fcenery  is  heightened  by  the 
Tefino  tumbling  in  an  almosft  uninterrupted  ca- 
tarad ;  fometimes  pent  up  in  a  narrow  channel, 
or  piercing  its  way  through  the  remaiifs  of  Ava- 
lanches, rail  unmeked  though  fully  expofed  to 
the  rays  of  a  meridian  fun.  Thefe  enormous 
maffes  obftruft  the  road ;  and  workmen  are  con- 
tinually employed  in  promoting  their  diffolution; 
as  the  aggregate  of  unmelted  fnows,  for  a  few 
JuiBBfteis,  would  bar  all  communication  between 
Switzerland  and  Italy :  with  fuch  difficulty  are 
th£  few  partes  kept  open ! 

After  defending  rapidly  for  three  miles  thro* 
this  fcene  of  defolation,  bounded  on  all  fides  by 
precipices,  or  impending  rocks,  the  river  foam- 
ing over  blocks  of  granite,  the  ruins  of  the  fur- 
rounding  mountains ;  we  crofled  the  Ponte  Tre* 
moloy  or  trembling  bridge;  where  the  view  en. 
Ee  2  Urged, 
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larged,    and    extended  over  a  verdant  valley 
fprinkled  with  numerous  houfes. 

Arrolo,  the  firft  fmall  burgh,  ftands  at  the 
bottom  of  the  deep  defcent ;  to  the  right  is  the 
paflage  over  mount  Gtias  to  Munfter  in  the  Up- 
per Vallais,  pra&icable  only  from  the  middle  of 
July  to  Odober,  when  300  harfes  tranfport 
weekly  the  cheefe  from  the  various  parts  of 
Switzerland. 

At  Dacio  we  found  comfortable  accommoda- 
tions :  that  village  confifts  only  of  a  few  houfes, 
feated  at  the  entrance  of  a  pafs,  capable  of  being 
defended  with  eafe  againft  the  whole  force  of 
Italy.  A  wall  and  gate  are  added  to  its  natural 
ftrength,  but  their  principal  ufe  is  to  prevent  con- 
traband trade,  and  to  exalt  alio  a  fmall  toll  for 
the  merchandize  which  pafles  that  way.  For  half 
a  league  from  hence  is  a  fucceffion  of  ftriking  and 
romantic  fcenery ;  the  perpendicular  rocks  fcarce- 
ly  affording  room  for  the  fteep  road,  and  tranf- 
parent  waters  of  the  Tefino,  which,  thundering 
over  the  vaft  fragments,  rifes  in  a  white  foam, 
and  fubtile  mift,  vifible  only  from  refrading  the 
rays  of  the  fun.  We  crofled  the  torrent,  in  that 
fhort  fpace,  over  three  bridges  thrown  from  rock 
to. rock;  whofe  fpan  and  boldnefs  of  execution 
might  vie  with  the  boafted,  hecaufe  better  known, 
Devil's  Bridge* 

Faido  is  the  refidence  of  the  bailif,  nominated 
by  the  canton  of  Uri.  He  remains  in  office  four 
years,  and  his  power  is  almoft  unlimited.  Un- 
fortunate infurre&ions  in  1712,  and  in  1755, 
have  been  attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  few  re- 
maining privileges  to  a  people  who  ftruggled  for 
perfcft  liberty. 

Giornico, 


.'i 
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Giorjiico,  called  by  the  Germans  Irnis,  is  fa- 
mous for  the  vi&ory  which  600  Swifs  gained,  in 
1478,  over  the  troops  of  the  duke  of  Milan, 
amounting  to  15,000  men ;  a  victory  which  en- 
fared  the  Swifs  an  honourable  and  advantageous 
peace.  In  this  neighbourhood  we  firft  perceived 
the  effects  of  a  fouthern  fun,  and  a  leffer  eleva- 
tion above  the  fea,  by  the  frequent  appearance  of 
vineyards,  and  the  walnut  and  chefnut-trees  of  a 
very  large  fize ;  the  girth  of  feveral  among  die 
latter  was  not  lefs  than  thirty  feet.  At  Polegio, 
this  baiUiage  ends. 

The  Levantine  Valley,  or  Voile  Leventina,  it 
fuppoied  to  retain,  by  its  name,  traces'  of  the  Le~ 
pontii,  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the  furrounding 
regions*  Its  length,  counting  from  the  fummit 
of  the  paflage  on  the  St.  Gothard,  is  about  eight 
leagues :  the  breadth  very  inconfiderable.  The 
lower  part  is  extremely  populous,  rich  in  paftu. 
rage,  and  produces  much  hemp  and  flax.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  fuch  lofty  mountains,  its 
climate  tnuft  be  variable,  and  liable  to  frequent 
rains.  In  order  to  prevent  thefe  rains  from  da* 
maging  their  crops,  the  inhabitants  fufpend  and 
dry  the  corn  and  graft  on  feveral  bars  Supported 
by  two  high  poles  about  fifteen  feet  afunder. 
The  houfes  are  entirely  wood,  and  have  exter* 
nally  the  appearance  of  Swifs  cottages ;  but  a 
negieft  of  cleanlinefs  proves  the  vicinity  and 

greater  fimilarity  to  the  Italians.  The  Tefino  is 
ere  joined  by  the  Bromio,  a  torrent  which  takes 
its  rife  in  mount  Uccello,  or  the  Vogellberg, 
near  Splugen ;  a  bridge  over  it  if  the  boundary 
of  the  two  bailliages  of  the  valleys  Levantine  ana 
Polefe,  and  leads  into  that  of  Riviera,  The 
valley  now  becomes  perfe&ly  flat,  and  of  courfe 

fobje$ 
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fobjeft  to  violent  inundations ;  the  few  villages 

*re  fcattcred  on  the  fides  of  the  fteep  mountains;  . 

below  all  is  defolate.     Offogna,  the  refidence  of 

the  bailif,  confifts  only  of  2  few  houfes.     The 

country  foon  improved  ;  the  ground  rofe  gently 

from  the  bed  of  the  river,  when  we  cane  in  fight 

of  the  beautiful  town  of  BeUmzone,  ficuated  in 

*  delightful  plain,  encircled  with  antient  walb 

and  battlements  in  good  repair :    to  the  right, 

rife  mapftically  the  ruins  of  an  antient  caftle; 

to  the  left,  feparately  embofomed  in  trees,  are 

the  cailles  of  the  bailifs  of  the  three  regent  can- 

tons,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
the  SwUs*  at  peace  wok  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
fees*  firit  to  have  been  ftimulated  wkh  the  ambi- 
tion of  attending  their  dominions  towards  the 
ibuth*    In  1410,  the  whole  Helvetic  body,  ex- 
cepting the  canton  of  Berne,  parted  their  natural 
barriers,  plundered  the  town  of  Domo  d'OfceUa, 
and  the  adjacent  country,  and  returned  lades 
with  IpeiL  to  pais  the  winter  ia  their  humble  cot- 
tage»*    Elevated  by  fiicceft*  die  enfuing  fummer 
few  them  again  defcend  into  the  phwteof  Italy, 
and  ravage  the'dutchy  of  Milan,  then  fhbjeft  to 
the  VLfcontis.    They  again  retired,  but  without 
attempting  to  make  a  Jcttlemeat.    Bern  on  theft 
enterprises,  tire  are  not  furpriaed,  that,  in  1 41*, 
the  three  original  cantons  puvchafed  the  town  of 
Bellinzone  from  its  owners  the  counts  of  Sax; 
or  that  Philip  Maria,  duke  of  Milan,  exerted 
bimfelf  to  prevent  from  falling  into  their  hands 
a  town  fo  important,  from  its  titration  asnd  na- 
tural ftrength,  to  check  their  inroads,  and  cover 
his  doofcinions.     Having,  therefore,  taken  pof- 
fefitoa  of  it  by  force  of  arms;  a  body  of  8000 

Swift 
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Swife  paffed  the  Alps.  The  forces  of  both  na" 
tions  met;  the  Italians  were  led  on  by  Carmag- 
nola;  a  bloody  battle  enfued,  of  which  both  fides 
claimed  the  vi&ory;  the  Swift  retired  with  a 
ftandard  taken  from  the  enemy,  who  remained 
mailers  of  the  town. 

Excepting  fome  inroads,  nothing  of  import- 
ance was  again  tranfefied  to  the  fouth  till  the 
year    1466,  when  Galeazzo  Maria  Sforza*  the 
new  duke  of  Milan,  formed  an  alliance  with  his 
tranfaipine  neighbours ;    the  firfl;  article  was  the 
ceffion  of  the  Levantine  Valley  to  the  canton  of 
Uri,  for. which  he  was  annually  to  receive  three 
hawks  and  a  crofs-bow.     Yet  ten  years  after, 
when  Charles  duke  of  Burgundy  threatened  the 
total  deftruftion  of  the  republic  by  his  powerful 
invafions,  the  treacherous  duke  of  Milan  fent  a 
body  of  troojps  to  his  affiftance,  who  were  inter- 
cepted in  the  Vallais  and  worfted.     On  the  de- 
feat  and  death  of  Charles  at  the  battle  of  Nancy, 
they  again  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  on  Bel- 
linzone  j   but  as  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced 
to  undertake  the  fiege,  a  body  of  6co  Swifs  re* 
folved  to  winter  at  Giornico.    The  duke  col- 
lected an  army  of  15,000  men,  and  attacked 
them  in  their  entrenchments,  but  was  repulfed 
TTtth  the  lofs  of  1400  of  his  beft  troops.     The 
mountaineers  were  enriched  with  the  fpoils;  but 
no  regular  attack  was  made  on  the  objeft  of  their 
•invafion. 

From  this  period,  the  wars  in  which  the  Swifs 
engaged  no  ways  concerned  themfelves :  they  fa- 
crificed  their  blood  in  foreign  quarrels,  and  the 
.  contending  parties  made  ufe  of  their  fuperior  va- 
lour to  attempt  'or  eftablifh  tonquefts  in  Italy. 
In  1 500,  the  three  cantons  obtained  what  they 

had 
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had  fo  long  contended  for.  Hie  inhabitants  of 
JJellinzone,  vexed  by  the  frequent  changes  in 
the  Milancfe,  voluntarily  furrendered  to  then. 
The  French,  .when  they  had .  conquered  the 
dutchy,  in  vain  reclaimed  it;  the  Swifs  retained 
poffeffion;  and  the  feven  Italiai*  bailliages  were 
formally  ceded  to  them  by  Maximilian  Sforza, 
in  gratitude  for  their  having. retaliated  him  in 
the  ducal  feat*  Courted  or  feared  by  all  parties, 
thofe  Valuable  territories  were  confirmed  to  them 
by  the  French^  and  finally,  by  the  Houfe  of 
Auftrisu 

The  bailif  remains  in  office  two  years ;  he  is 
nominated  alternately  by  the  three  cantons,  and 
U  generally  removed  from  Riviera. the  pooreft, 
to  Bellinxone  the  moft  lucrative  of  the  three  go- 
vernments. An  appeal  lies  from  his  decifion  to 
the  fyndicate,  and  from  that  court  to  the  three 
cantons*  In  ecclefiaftical  affairs*  the  inhabitants 
are  cognizable  to  the  bifhop  of  Como,  -.excepting 
three  parishes*  Moft  of  the  natives  oaderftand 
Italian,  but  the  language  is  a  corrupt  German. 

The  interior  of  Bellinzone  by  no  means  cor- 
refponds  with  its  external  beauty  and  fituation ; 
the  ftreets  are  narrow,  and  the  houfes  ill  built* 
We  continued  our  journey  fouth  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tefino,  which  we  croffed  in  a  bad  ferry; 
that  river  is  here  increafed  to  a  very  confidenble 
fize,  by  the  numerous  additions  it  has  received 
in  its  courfe,  particularly  by  the  Mufa,  a  torrent 
which  takes  its  rife  in  the  St*  Bernardin,  and 
flowing  down  the  Val  Mafox,  forms  a  junction 
above  Bellinzone,  The  valley  is  level,  and  laid 
wafte  by  the  numerous  torrents :  the  road  runs 
along  the  fides  of  the  hills  through  continued 
vineyards.     We  proceeded  at  the  foot  of  the 

weftem 
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weftern  chain  of  Trills ;   a  fuhilar  ridge  bounds 
*he  view  to  the  Eaft,  both  clothed  to  their  fum- 
iriita  with  woods  of  chefnut  and  walnut-trees,  half 
concealing  frequent  fpires  and  numerous  hamlets. 
Before,  us  the.  view  extended  to  a  part  of  the  Mi- 
-lanefe  over  the  lake  of  Locarno,  or  Lago  Mag- 
giore.     Having  reached  its  north-weftern  extre- 
mity*  we  coalted  its. banks:  for  two  or  three 
miles ;   and  arrived  at  the  town  from  which  it 
derives  its  name* 

Locarno  contains  about  1500  inhabitants. 
Fart  of  the  town  is  built  on  piazzas  in  form  of  a 
crefcent  with  two  wings ;  in  front  is  a  row  of 
trees,  and  the  public  walk ;  the  old  part  of  the 
town  is  dirty,  and  the  ftreets  are  narrow.  It  con- 
tains three  convents,  and  a  finall  Francifcan  mo- 
nailery,  perched  on  a  rock  overhanging  the  val- 
ley, and  commanding  a  fuperb  view  of  the  lake, 
and  its  magnificent  boundaries.  The  canopy, 
in  the  church  of  the  Capuchins,  deferves  to  be 
mentioned  for  i{s  beautiful  execution:  it  is  of 
ftraw-work,  and  almoft  rivals  velvet  and  gold 
fringe* 

Of  the  fourtranfalpine  bailliages  which  belong 
to  the  twelve. cantons,  Lugano  holds  the  prin- 
cipal rank;  Locarno  the  fecond.  The  governor 
or  commiffary,  as  he  is  called,  is  fent  in  fuccef- 
fion  by  all  the  cantons  except  Appenzel ;  he  re- 
mains in  office  two  years j  in  criminal  affairs 
his  decifion  is  abfolute,  in  civil  an  appeal  lies 
to  the  annual  fyndicate  from  the  regent  cantons, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Helvetic  body  afTembled 
at  the  diet.  The  emoluments  of  this  poft  are 
not  great ;  but  the  profits  unfortunately  depend 
too  much  on  the  virtue  of  the  man,  as  they  arife 
principally  from  fines  exa&ed  for  criminal  of- 
fences.    The  people  enjoy  fome  privileges,  and 

hold 
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hold  an  annual  aflembly  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, in  which  they  dc&  twenty  counfellon; 
twelve  dut  of  the  town,  three  from  Afcona,  die 
remainder  from  the  country  at  large.  Thcfc 
counfe  lors  have  the  charge  of  watching  over  the 
interefts  of  the  republic,  a*  far  as  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  fuperior  poweri,  of  fettling  the 
public  expences,  and  of  raifing  the  fupplies  paid 
to  the  governor.  Thefe  bailliages  do  not  raife 
corn  fufficient  for  their  domduc  confumption; 
that  grain  ia  furniihed  by  treaty  from  the  dutchy 
of  Milan,  and  is  weekly  imported  from  Living 
a  village  on  the  oppofite.  fhore.  The  chief  food 
of  the  peafants  is  a  cake  made  with  maize  and 
millet :  the  inhabitants  on  the  banks  of  the  lake 
are  well  fupplied  with  fifh. 

The  fisheries  give  employment  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  hands,  although  they  axe  an  fame  degree 
fubjeft  to  monopolies.  In  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  from  200  to  2501b.  weight  are  taken 
in  a  day ;  trout  of  40  lb.  and  perch  of  91b.  are 
found  in  the  lake. 

In  1555,  the  do&rines  of  the  reformation  had 
made  confiderable  prtgrefe  in  thefe  parts :  but 
the  Catholic  cantons,  at  the  general  diet,  ob- 
tained-an  edift,  that  thofe  who  refufed  to  return 
to  the  antient  faith  fhould  quit  the  town  and  pro- 
vince. ,  Numbers,  thus  driven  from  their  native 
country,  were  received  with  open  arms  by  the 
canton  of  Zuric,  which  was  benefited  by  their 
induftry,  and  owes  to  them  the  introduction  of 
their  filk.  manufactures. 

Locarno  once  was  (ituated  on.  the  lake,  and 
had  a  port  capable  of  receiving  large  barks ;  at 
prefent  it  (lands  at  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a 
mile ;  a  circumftance  owing  to  the  accumulation 
of  fend  brought  down  by  the  torrent  Maggia. 

The 
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The  tittle  voyage  from  hence  to  Magadino  is 
delightful :  we  crofled  the  upper  part  of  the  lake 
in  an  hour ;  the  banks  of  this  noble  piece  of 
water  rife  boldly,  and  are  well  wooded;  Lo- 
carno forms  a  fine  objeft,  to  the  fouth  of  it  is 
the  opening  into  the  val  Maggfa,  terminated  by 
mountains  covered  with  eternal  foow.  -  The  fpot 
where  we  landed  coftfifts  only  of  a  few  Scattered 
boufes,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  the  mer- 
chandize, which  is  put  on  {hore  and  fent  on 
horfes  to  Bellinzone.     Old  Magadino  is  more 
inland,  and  owed  its  origin  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
lake,  the  retiring  of  which  has  caufed  its  ruin ; 
from  thence  the  road  winds  up  the  ftecp  fides  of 
the  mountain  Cenercs  through  woods  of  walnut 
and  chefnut  trees,   interfperfed  with  oak  and 
holly;  on  the  furnmh  of  the  pafTage  is  a  finall 
oval   plain,  the  boundary  of  the  baifliages  of 
Locarno  and  Lugano.     Our  defcent  lay  between 
the  hills,  through  luxuriant  and  verdant  vallies, 
peopled  with  numerous  villages,    and  rich  in 
every  produ&ion.    The  vines,  laden  with  fruit, 
are  conduced  in  elegant  feftoons  from  tree  to 
tree ;  a  conftant  variety  of  fcenery,  foftened  by 
-  the  glow  of  a  fetting  fun,  and  next  filvered  by 
die  moon  glimmering  on  the  diftant  lake  height* 
ened   the  charms  of  our  journey  through  this 
Elyfian  country. 

The  fituation  of  Lugano  is  delightful :  it  is 
built  round  the  gentle  curve  of  a  bay,  and  backed 
by  a  fine  fucceffion  of  hills,  rifing  in  gentle 
faells  to  a  confiderable  heighth  :  in  front,  a  bold 
mountain  clothed  with  foreft  proje&s  into  the 
lake,  of  which  a  noble  branch  extends  to  its 
right  and  left.  To  that  fpot  boats  of  every  fize 
are  continually  paffing  and  repaying,  its  bale  be- 
ing 
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ing  perforated  with  cantine,  or  caverns,  to  which 
thre  inhabitants  fend  their  meat,  and  all  forts  of 
provifion,  .-where  it  is  kept  untainted  for  feven 
or  eight  days,  and  the  wine  preferred  with  a  de- 
licious coolnefs.  Enjoying  the  advantages  of  a 
fouthern  climate,  it  has  few  of  its  inconvenien- 
ces :  the  heats  are  moderated  by  the  furrouhding 
Litis  and  the  cool  breezes  frqm  the  lake.  It  is 
no  lefs  iheltered  from  the  Alpine  blafts,  which r 
chilled  by  the  neighbouring  fnows,  would  other- 
wife  defcend  with  violence,  and  deftroy  the  tern* 
pcratuie  of  this  equal  climate*  Olive,  almond,  and 
all  the  fouthern  fruits,  ripen  here  to  perfedion. 

Lugano  is  the  emporium  of  the  great  eft  part 
of  the  merchandize  which  pafies  from  Italy  over 
the  St.  Gothard,  or  the  Bernardin.  At  the  end 
of  autumn,  the  Swifs  mountaineers  bring  down 
numerous  herds  of  cattle  for  fale ;  and  return 
with  lefs  bulky  commodities.  The  town  con- 
tains about  Sooo  inhabitants.  Mod  of  the  houfes 
are  built  of  tuf-ftone  :  the  refidence  of  the  capi- 
tanoy  or  governor,  is  a  low  building  \  ozx  the 
Jp^alls  are  the  arms  of  the  twelve  regent  cantons. 
On-an  eminence  above  the  town,  ftands  the  prin* 
cipil  church,  remarkable  only  for  the  beautiful 
Carving  in  ftone  round  the  doors,  and  rofe  win* 
doW,  and  for  the  delicious  profpect  from  its  ter- 
race. In  the  cloifters  of  the  Recollets  is  a  capita} 
pi&ure  attributed  toLuvuio:  their  church  is  hand- 
tome,  and  theikreen  is  ornamented  with  a  painting 
of  the  Pallion  by  the  fame  mailer.  The  palace  of 
the  Marquis  de  Riva  contains  a  few  good  pictures* 

We  then  embarked  upon  the  Uke  of  Lugano  % 

•  The  lake  of  Lugano  is  about  490.  feet  perpendicular 
higher  than  the  lake  of  Cwno  rnd  Lago.  Maggiore.  The  two 
Lit- mentioned  lakes  are  of  the  larte  level,  and  about  240  feet 
higher  than  the  city  of  Milan.  Veri  Jlgria  tfi  Milan,  p.  5. 
ALL.  hrijt  Dei  Canaii  Navi*.  di  Lmbardia.  4to,  p.  465. 
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which  is  about  twenty-five  miles  in  length,  and 
from  two  to  four  in  breadth ;  its  form  is  irregu- 
lar, and  bending  into  continued  finuofities.  The 
town  forms  a  fine  objed,  backed  by  the  amphi- 
theatre of  hills  ;  the  banks  on  each  fide  bordered' 
with  a  fuccelfion  of  gardens  and  villas*  After 
being  rowed  to  fee  the  noble  branch  pointing 
northward,  we  crofled  to  the  Cantine,  and  con- 
tinued our  voyage  under  the  precipitous  rocks, 
whofe  bafes  are  loft  in  the  depths  of  the  lake. 
We  landed  at  Porto  a  fmall  village  in  the  duchy 
of  Milan,  Otuated  at  its  fouthern  extremity. 

From  this  point,  an  arm  of  the  lake  points 
northward,  and  discharges  itfelf  into  the  Lago 
Maggiore,  by  means  of  the  river  Trifa.  It  is 
fcarcely  poffible  to  imagine  a  more  perfed  or 
greater  variety, of  beauties  than  this  noble  piece 
of  water  affords $  the  vail  over-hanging  woods, 
the  bold  precipices,  the  tranfparency  of  the  wa- 
ter, unite  to  form  a  fcenery  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree luxuriant. 

From  Porto  the  traveller  may.  obferve,  with 
fatisfa&ion  mingled  with  companion,  the  ftrong 
contrails  effe&ed  by  the  influence  of  a  free  and  of 
an  arbitrary  government:  the  borders  of  the  lake 
fubjeft  to  Switzerland  ftuddtd  with  a  fucceflion  of 
villages,  houfes,  and  gardens  ;  thispart  of  the 
Wilanefe  defolate,  and  almoft  unpeopled. 

On  leaving  that  village,  the  hills  begin  to  di% 
miniOi,  and  in  the  courfe  of  three  miles  are  to- 
tally loft  in  the  rich  plain  of  Lombardy.  Varefc 
is  entirely  compofed  of  the  feats -of  the  Milanefe 
nobility.  The  principal  palazzo  is  the  residence 
of  the  dutchefs  dowager  of  Modena ;  the  gar* 
dens  are  laid  out  in  the  old  tafte,  the  artificial 
mount  commands  a  fine  view  over  a  rich  flat 

country 
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country,  a  fmall  lake,  and  bounded  by  the  long 
chain  of  Alps.  In  the  magnificent  faloon  are 
fome  tolerable  portraits  of  the  families  of  Modena 
and  Auftria*  The  emperor,  as  duke  of  Milan, 
has  exerted  himfelf  in  the  fuppreffion  of  con- 
vents ;  a  rich  Francifcan  monastery  has  fallen  a 
facrifice  to  his  plans  of  reformation. 

The  road  from  hence  to  Laveno,  a  fmall 
burgh  on  the  I^ago  Maggiore,  is  varied,  and  the 
country  very  rich ;  to  the  right,  on  an-eminence, 
is  San  Sacramento ;  to  the  left  we  paffed  near 
fome  lefler  lakes.  From  Laveno  we  were  rowed 
acrofs  the  delightful  paffage  to  Iibla  Bella,  one 
of  the  famous  incbanted  iflands  fo  particularly 
defcribed,  and  with  fuch  pleafure,  by  Biihop 
Burnet  and  Keyfler  ;  the  latter  can  compare  it  to 
nothing  but  "  a  pyramid  of  fweetmeais^  oma- 
minted  vntb  green  fefioons  and  flowers"  The 
tafte  of  mankind  alters  with  the  fucceflion  of 
years  :  I  therefore  considered  it  only  as  a  monu* 
ment  of  expence  and  folly  :  terrace  rifes  above 
terrace  in  regular  gradations,  bordered  with 
flower-pots,  or  gigantic  ftatues  of  horfes,  gods* 
and  goddefles.  The  whole  is  raifed  upon  arches ; 
and  the  foil  has  been  brought  from  the  (hore  to 
cover  them.  The  palace  is  magnificent,  and 
contains  a  profufion  of  marbles  and  paintings : 
the  lower  part  of  the  houfe  overhangs  the  lake 
on  one  fide j  where  feveral  apartments  are  fur- 
nilhed  in  the  ftile  of  grottos ;  the  floors,  pillars, 
and  walls,  are  inlaid  with  various-coloured 
(tones,  marbles,  and  ihells ;  the  view  and  the 
coolnefs  united  make  this  part  a  delicious  fun- 
nier retreat. 

If  any  thing  juftly  gives  this  ifland  the  appel- 
lation of  enchanted,  it  is  the  profpeft  from  th$ 

terrace. 
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terrace.     The  gradual  diminution  of  the  moun- 
tains from  the  regions  of  eternal  fnow  to  the 
rich  plain,  the  finuofity  of  the  lake,  its  varied 
banks,  and  the  bay  of  Marzozzo  bounded  by 
▼aft  hills,  the  neighbouring  burgh  of  Palanza, 
and  more  diftant  view  of  Laveno,  the  numerous 
villages,  the  Ifola  Madre,  on  which  is  a  palace 
of  the  Borromean  family,  and  another  ifland 
with  fifhermen's  huts,  form  a  delightful  affem- 
blage.     Thefe  iflands,  and  the  whole  weftern 
coaft  of  the  lake  to  the  bailliage  of  Locarno,  was 
ceded  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  by  the  late  em* 
prefs  queen,  at  the  treaty  of  Worms,  in  conii* 
deration  of  the  affiftance  which  {he  had  received 
from  that  monarch* 

We  re-entered  our  boat,  troubled  by  the  im. 

portunities  of  the  beggars,  whofe  miferable  huts 

adjoining  to  the  palace  difgrace  the  ifland."    Bel- 

geritta  is  a  neat  village,  containing  fome  excel* 

lent  houfes,   and  a  handfome  church*     From 

thence  we  continued  our  voyage  down  the  lake. 

The  traft  of  country  to  our  right,  from  near  Fa- 

lanaa  to  ten  miles  fouth  of  Arona,  pays  a  fmall 

contribution  to  the  Borromean  family  for  feigno- 

rial  rights.    That  family  receives  a  toll  for  the 

merchandize  which  pafles,  grants  the  privilege 

of  fiflnng,  and  appoints  eleven  judges  in  the  re- 

fpe&ive  villages ;  but  an  appeal  lies  from  their 

decifion  to  a  fuperior,  nominated  by  the  king  of 

Sardinia,  and  resident  at  Palanza,  and  again  to 

Turin.    The  riches  of  this  opulent  houfe  are 

now  increafing  from  the  produft  of  the  gold 

mines,  which  Tie  amongft  the  mod  inaccemble 

parts  of  the  mountains,  thirty  miles  from  Mar- 

.  gozzo.    Above  Arona  is  a  feminary  for  forty 

^boys,  founded  by  San  Carlo  Borromeo  ;  near  it 

is 
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is  the  colofTal  ftatue  of  that  faint,  fixty  feet  in 
height*  placed  on  a  pedeftal  of  juft  proportions- 
He  is  reprefented   in   his   cardinal's  habit ;  the 
right  hand  extended,  a  book  under  the  left  arm. 
The  ftatue  is  of  bronze,  was  caft  at  Milan,  and 
brought  in  fdparate  pieces.    San  Carlo,  nephew 
to  Pope  Pius  the   Fourth,  was  born  near  this 
foot  ;  he  patted  wich  early  credit  through  his  ftu- 
dies,  and  the  dignities  of  the  church  ;  was  made 
a  cardinal,  and  archbifliop  of  Milan.     His  cha- 
rity  and   pious    exertions*    during   the  plague 
which  ravaged  his  diocefe,  the  fubjeft  of  fo  many 
fine  pictures  at  Milan,  infure  him  more  general 
renown  than  his  canonization  in  16 10. 

Arona  is  a  fmall  town,  with  a  neat  port; 
above  it  rifes  a  ruined  caftle,  which,  in  the  ear- 
lier part  of  the  Milanefe  hiftory,  feems  to  have 
been  confidered  as  a  place  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance ;  at  the  period  when  the  great  contefts  arofe 
between  the  families  of  Vifconti  and  Torriani, 
this  caftle  was  the  perpetual  objeft  of  capture  and 
reprifal.  Otho  Vifconti,  the  archbifliop,  w^o  at 
length  gained  the  afcendancy,  was  twice  repulied 
and  driven  frdm  hence*  Two  promontories  pro- 
ject into  the  lake  at  this  fpot ;  the  eaftetn  is. 
crowned  with  the  caftle  of  Anghiera,  which  gives 
name  to  this  valuable  province,  which  in  1*397, 
to  gratify  Galeazzo,  the  fecond  duke  of  Milan, 
was  eretted  into  a  county  by  the  emperor  Wen- 
ceflaus,  and  has  fince  been  transferred  to  the 
king  of  Sardinia.  On  doubling  the  promontory 
of  Arona,  the  lake  again  enlarges,  and  forms  a 
bay ;  the  banks  are  very  low.  Soon  after  en- 
tering the  Tefino  we  landed  at  the  dirty  village 
of  Sefto ;  hired  another  boat,  and  were  hurried 
with  great  rapidity  down  that  river,  between 

high 
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high  banks  of  gravel,  to  the  commencement  of 
ehe  Naviglio  Grande,  the  great  canal  which  forms 
the  junction  between  the  Po  and  the  Adda,  cal- 
culated not  lefs  for  conveying  merchandize  and 
wood    to  Milan,  than  for  benefiting  the  .neigh* 
JxDuring  country  with   partial  inundations,  and 
for  the  purpofe  of  laying  the  rice  fields  under 
water.     Its  breadth  at  firft  is  great ;  but  narrows 
<&s  we  advance,  and  the  dream  becomes  almoft 
pi  dead  water  *. 

If  bad  weather  and  other  circumftance*  had 
not  prevented  me  from  extending  my  tour,  I  had 
purpofed  vifiting  the  bay  of  Margozzo,  Domo, 
4'Oicella,  Varallo,  and'  the  gold  mines  'in  its 
neighbourhood  4  aq  excurfion,  which,  from  the 
reports  I  have  heard,  could  not  fail  of  affording 
the  higheft  fatisfa&ion  to  the  naturalift,  and  the 
f  over  of  nature  in  her  great  features. 

*  According  to  the  Abbe*  Frifi,  the  length  of  the  Naviglio 
it  86,000  braccia,  or  14  Italian  miles  (60  to  a  d agree)  ;  its 
frneadth  at  the  entrance  70,  which  gradually  diminiihes  to 
?o  ;  and  the  perpendicular  height  of  die  fall  of  water  is  58 1 
at  firft  5  braccia  per  mile,  gradually  decreafing  for  the  firtt 
twelve  miles,  until  it  is  no  more  than  one  braccio  in  a  mile  ; 
then  increafing  for  the  five  next  miles  to  a  little  more  than 
fire  braccia  in  amile*v-»See  Canal.  Navig.  di  Lomb.  C.  i.\ 
^iilanefe  braccio  is  to  an  Englifh  foot  nearly  as  22  to  11, 
puthout  con£derin|  a  final!  fjra&ioik 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Account  of  the  late  Tumults  and  Revolution  of 
Geneva  in  1789* 


1  H  AVE  delayed  the  publication  of  this  work, 
which  was  ready  to  be  delivered,  on  account  of 
the  revolution  recently  experienced  at  Geneva, 
which  has  greatly  changed  the  form  of  govern- 
ment eftablifhed  in  1782,  and  defcribed  in  the 
65th  letter. 

I  have,  accordingly,  fpared  no  pains,  which 
the  (hortnefs  of  the  time  would  admit,  to  colled 
the  moil  authentic  intelligence ;  and  here  fub- 
mit  to  the  reader  a  fhort  account  of  the  caufes 
and  termination  of  the  late  tumults,  which  have 
been  the  means  of  reftoring  Geneva  to  its  former 
liberty. 

Ffi  The 
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The  edict  of  pacification  paffed  in  1782  fue- 
ceeded  to  a  long  feries  of  difienfions  between  the 
popular  and   ariftocratical  parties*      The  three 
powers  of  France,    Sardinia,   and  Berne,   by 
whofe  dominions  Geneva  is  encircled,   behold- 
ing, with  regret  and  difpleafpre,  the  flames  of 
civil  difcord  continually  fmothered,  and  conti- 
nually burfting  forth  on  the  flighted  occafioa, 
had  combined  in  order  to  fettle  a  fixed  and  per- 
mwent  conftitution,  and  took  fuch  precautions 
as  feemed  calculated  to  prevent  in  future  any 
effe&ual   oppofition  to  the   government  which 
they  thought  proper  -to  eftablifh.     By  the  com- 
bined  forces  of  the  three  powers  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  Genevans  were  compelled  to  fubmit 
to  the  moft  grievous   conditions :   the  exile  of 
their  popular  chiefs ;  the  prohibition  of  carry- 
ing arms ;  and  a  foreign  garrifon  quartered  ifl 
barracks,  at  the  entire  difpofal  of  government, 
formed  the  bafis  which  fupported  the  new  confti- 
tution* 

From  that  period  a  calm  of  a  few  years,  al- 
tnoft  unknown  to  the  republic,  fucceeded  \  but 
it  was  a  fullen  and  a  lowering  calm ;  the  peeyle 
were  kept  in  order  by  the  precaution  cf  i  mili- 
tary force,  not  calculated  tor  a  fmall  rejmbKe; 
the  taxes  impofed  for  the  maintenance  of  ffcat 
military  force,  and  for  building  barracks,  wsre 
heavy  ;  and  their  burden  was  felt  the  more,  be- 
caufe  they  conftantly  reminded  the  GeBevans  of 
their  humiliation  and  fubje&ktth 

During  my  fubfequent  vifits  to  Genera,  to 
1785  and  the  following  year,  I  fonnd  art  */**$ 
general  difcontent  prevailing  among  all  parties ; 
many  of  the  Negatives  difetfe&edj  the  Rep'e- 

ientants  fubmitting  in  filent  and  fullen  defpair  j 

and 
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tend  tht  people  without  fpirit  and  energy.    The 
wi&lom  of  many  of  the  regulations '  paffed  in 
17&2  was  overlooked,  or  forgotten;  thofe  only 
trhieh  annihilated  the  ftrft  principles  of  liberty 
1*rere  remembered ;  and  almoft  the  only  fentiment 
which  prevailed,  was  the  fentiment  of  degrada- 
tion* arifing  from  the  fubje&ion  of  a  free  people 
t€>  &  military  government: 
•    In  this  ftate  of  affairs  and  general  difaffe&iori 
to  the  ruling  party,  many  of  the  citizens  fecretly 
€&tertained  nopes  of  another  revolution ;  either 
founding  their  expe&ations  on  the  embarraffed 
fituation  of  France,  or  on  the  favourable  difpo- 
fition   of  the  Great  and  Little  Councils;   the 
members  of  which  had  for  fome  time  fatally 
experienced  many  difficulties  in  fupporting  the 
authority  of  government. .  The  minds  of  the 
greafeft  part  were  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
every  incident  likely  to  efieft  a  change  of  go- 
vern*aent. 

Such  a  general  fpirit  of  difaffe&ion  had  gone 
forth  among  the  people,  that  administration  had 
been  compelled  to  employ  a  military  force  in 
order  to  quell  a  tumult,  which  took  its  rife  ia 
the  theatre  on  the  1 2th  of  December  1788. 

The  quelKng  of  this  tumult  was  only  a  tempo- 
rary remedy ;  and  the  popular  difcontents  broke 
Our  uneontrouled  on  the  16th  of  January,  on 
account  of  the  publication  of  an  edid  railing  the 
price  of  bread  a  farthing  in  the  pound*  This 
augmentation,  though  juftified  by  the  fcarchy  of 
flour,  and  palled  principally  with  a  view  to  pre* 
vent  die  exportation  of  bread,  was  yet  impru- 
dently laid  on  in  the  prefent  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple. An  infurre&ion  inftantly  took  place ;  the 
bakers  (hops  were  pillaged,  and  on  the  following 

day 
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nually burfting  forth  on  the  flighted  occaGcm, 
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effe&ual  oppofition  to  the  government  which 
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bined forces  of  the  three  powers  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  Genevans  were  compelled  to  fubmit 
to  the  mod  grievous  conditions :   the  exile  of 
their  popular  chiefs ;  the  prohibition  of  carry- 
ing arms ;  and  a  foreign  garrifon  quartered  m 
barracks,  at  the  entire  difpofal  of  government, 
formed  the  bafis  which  fupported  the  new  confti- 
tution- 

From  that  period  a  calm  of  a  few  years,  al- 
tnoft  unknown  to  the  republic,  fucceeded ;  but 
it  was  a  fullen  and  a  lowering  calm ;  the  people 
were  kept  in  order  by  the  precaution  of  *  mili- 
tary force,  not  calculated  for  a  fmall  republic; 
the  taxes  impofed  for  the  maintenance  of  that 
military  force,  and  for  building  barracks,  were 
heavy  ;  and  their  burden  was  felt  the  more,  be- 
caufe  they  constantly  reminded  the  Genevans  of 
their  humiliation  and  fubjedtan. 

During  my  fubfequent  vifits  to  Genera,  in 
1785  and  the  following  year,  I  found  ail  *Jmeft 
general  difcontent  prevailing  among  all  parties-, 
many  of  the  Negatives  difetfeaedj  the  Reprc- 
fentants  fubmitting  in  filent  and  fullen  deFpair; 

and 
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tttd  tht  people  without  fpirit  and  energy.  The 
wi&fefii  of  many  of  the  regulations  '  paffed  in 
tytz  was  overlooked,  or  forgotten;  thofe  only 
trhieh  annihilated  the  firft  principles  of  liberty 
We  remembered $  and  aimoft  the  only  fentiment 
ttfiAch  prevailed^  was  the  Sentiment  of  degrada- 
tion* arifing  from  the  fubje&ion  of  a  free  people 
t6  *  military  government: 

In  this  ftate  of  affairs  and  general  difaffe&iori 
to  the  ruling  party,  many  of  the  citizens  fecretly 
&lterttined  nopes  of  another  revolution $  either 
founding  their  expectations  on  the  etnbarraffed 
fituation  of  France,  or  on  the  favourable  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Great  and  Little  Councils;  the 
members  of  which  had  for  fome  time  fatally 
experienced  many  difficulties  in  fupporting  the 
authority  of  government.  The  minds  of  the 
greaceft  part  were  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
every  incident  likely  to  cfieft  a  change  of  go- 
vernment*    . 

Such  a  general  fpirit  of  difaffefiion  had  gone 
forth  among  the  people,  that  administration  had 
been  compelled  to  employ  a  military  force  in 
order  to  quelt  a  tumult,  which  took  its  rile  m 
the  theatre  on  the  12th  of  December  1788. 

The  quelKng  of  this  turmult  was  oiriy  a  tempo- 
rary remedy ;  and  the  popular  difcontentt  broke 
our  uncontrolled  on  the  16th  of  January,  on 
account  of  the  publication  of  an  edid  railing  the 
price  of  bread  a  farthing  in  the  pound.  This 
augmentation,  though  juftified  by  the  fearctty  of 
flour,  and  palled  principally  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent die  exportation  of  bread,  was  yet  impru- 
dently laid  on  in  the  prefent  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple. An  infurre£tion  inftantly  took  place ;  the 
bakers  (hops  were  pillaged,  and  on  the  following 

day 
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an  opportunity  prefented  Itfetf  on  &e  29th  of 
January,  at  the  interment  of  a  woman  who  hid 
been  cafually  killed  by  the  dflcharge  of  the  mi- 
.  lhary  in  the  tumult  of  the  26th.  Am  imiMnfe 
concourfe  of  people  attended  the  funeral;  aftd 
the  magiftrates  imprudently  ordered  thte  garrifen 
to  be  ranged  and  ported  with  eaAnon,  for  die 
fecurity  of  the  barracks  and  the  city  gates  agaiftft 
any  attempts  of  the  multitude.  The  populace* 
believing  that  the  garrifon  was  drawn  out  in 
order  to  recommence  hostilities,  rofe  fnftanrty, 
with  one  accord  dire&ed  their  fiiiy  againft  the 
jbldiers,  drove  them  from  their  pofts,  difarmed 
them,  and  took  poffeflion  of  the  cky  gates  with- 
out opposition. 

This  fecond  tumult  convinced  the  magiftrates 
that  all  farther  oppofition  was  fruitlefs.  For, 
as  the  generality  of  the  citizens  and  burghers, 
inftead  of  taking  an  a&ive  part  in  quelling  the 
tumults,  had  rather  feemed  to  countenance  and 
encourage  them,  it  was  evident,  that  the  loft  of 
their  liberties,  and  the  humiliation  to  Which  they 
were  reduced  by  the  edi&  of  176*,  had  itrfbrb- 
ed  every  fentiment  of  affe&ion  and  reverence  for 
an  admmiftration,  Which,  however  juft  and  rea- 
fonable  in  its  meafures  and  conduft,  was  founded 
on  the  principles  of  ddpotifm,  and  fupported  by 
force.  Impreffed  with  thefe  confideratfons,  and 
finding  by  experience  that  a  military  government 
was  both  inexpedient  and  ineffe&ual,  the  chiefe 
of  the  ariftocratical  party  fuddenly  changed  the 
fyftem,  by  which  they  had  been  hitherto  guided,, 
and  renounced,  by  a  very  extraordinary  revolu- 
tion in  their  fentiments,  that  line  of  condud  to 
which  they  had  before  fo  obftinatdy  adhered. 
They  now  felt,  that  in  fo  fmall  a  republic,  and 

with 
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with  fikh  few  objeds  of  ambition,  the  only  per* 
maneot  Tecowpcnce  of  their  political  labours 
could  be  drawn  from  the  efteem,  attachment, 
a&d  confidence  of  their  fellow-citizens ;  they  felt 
alfo,  that,  afing  from  that  principle,  the  wifeft 
kamdrnGt  to  bet  adopted  on  the  prefent  ocarfion 
was,  to  change  a  conftitution  which  had  bees 
proved  to  be  efchtiaily  defeftive;  and  which, 
while  k  abridged  or  annihilated  the  deareft  rights 
nod  privileges  of  a  freeborn  fubjcft,  was  ineffeo 
tostl  in  maintaining  itfelf  by  the  ufiial  companion 
ef   defporifm,   the  terror   of  a  military   force* 
When,  therefore,  the  Solicitor  General,  in  the 
ttocne  of  the  citizens  and  burghers,  foliated  the 
recovery  of  their  antient  liberties,  thepermiffion 
ef  bearing  arms,  the  re-eftabliflwntnt  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  of  their  circles  or  political  clubs ;  the 
temoral  of  the  garrifon  from  the  barracks;  and 
the  recall  of  the  Reprefentants,  who  were  ba- 
nilhed  in  1  j%a ;   fuch  moderate  demands  were 
received  with  complacency,  and  even  fatisfac- 
tion. 

The  two  parties,  fatigued  with  pad  di&afions, 
and  anxious  to  reunite  in  the  common  caufe, 
confented  to  facrifice  fomething  of  their  refpeo 
rive  claims,  and  to  nfe  the  pbwer  referved  to 
them  in  178a,  by  the  guarantees,  of  amending 
and  changing  the  laws,  by  a  majority  of  three- 
fourths*  The.  preliminaries  were  fettled  without 
difficulty ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  revife 
and  amend  the  edift  of  178a ;  the  new  edift  of 
pacification,  under  the  title  ef  Modification  it 
FEdit  <fe  178  a*  were  approved  by  the  Senate, 
Great  Council,  and  General  Council.  Such 
was  the  ahnoft  general  unanimity  with  which 
this  bufineft  was  tran&fted,  that  in  dge  aflembly 

of 
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of  the  General  Council  which  met  on  the  iofh 
of  February,  the  modifications  were  carried  by 
1 32 1  fuffrages  againft  52.  The  publication  of 
the  new  edift  was  followed  by  the  loudeft  accla- 
mations  and  general  rejoicing! ;  and  the  confent 
'  of  the  three  guaranties  is  foliated,  and  expeded 
with  great  impatience. 

The  edift  of  178ft  is  valid  in  all  the  articles 
which  are  not  repealed  or  amended  by  the  pre- 
lent  modifications ;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the 
prefent  amendments,  "  The  edid  of  the  21ft  of 
November  1782,  with  the  modifications  intro- 
duced by  the  prefent  cdift,  and  the  political 
code  publifhed  on  the  1  th  of  June  1785,  (hall 
be  the  fundamental  law  of  the  date,  and  (hall 
form  the  complete  collodion  of  its  political  fta- 


! 


tutes." 


The  conftitution  is  now  wifely  modelled  into 
a  mean  between  the  too  popular  form  eftablifhed 
in  1768,  and>  the  too  ariftocratical  form  efta* 
bliihedin  1782.    . 

The  magiftrates  have  confented  to  repeal  die 
mod  obnoxious  articles  in  the  edift  of  178a; 
which  may  be  principally  reduced*  to  the  follow- 
ing heads : 

.  i.  The  garrifon  is  fubjeft,  as  before  the  edift, 
of  1782,  to  the  orders  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
Syndic  of  the  Guard,  and  of  the  members  of  the 
Great  Council ;  and  is  to  be  no  longer  quartered 
in  barracks.  The  garrifon  is  to  be  gradually  re* 
duced  to  600  men;  but  to  be  mcreafed  to 
720,  at  the  will  of  the  Great  Council.  The  of* 
ticers  are  to  be  chofen  by  the  Great  Council, 
from  the  citizens,  burghers,  and  natives. 

2.  The  militia  to  be  re-embodied,  and  the 
military  exercifes  to  be  renewed.     A  regijnent 


Geneva.  443 

of  volunteers  to  be  formed  from  the  citizens, 
burghers,  natives,  and  inhabitants,  under  the 
orders  of  the  Senate  and  Syndic  of  the  Guard. 

3.  All  citizens,  burghers,  natives,  inhabitants, 
and  fubje&s,  are  permitted  to  bear  arms;  all 
other  j>erfons  dwelling  in  the  city  are  prohibited 
from  carrying  fire-arms  without  permiffion. 

4.  The  circles,  or  political  clubs,  are  re* 
eftablifhed ;  but  they  are  forbidden  to  deliberate 
or  vote  on  the  affairs  of  (late  or  the  operations 
of  government. 

5.  Some  additional  powers  are  granted  to  the 
thirty-fix  adjun&s,  which  increafe  their  im- 
portance, and  confequently  the  weight  of  their 
reprefentations. 

6.  All  perfons  banifhed  by  the  edift  of  1782 
are  to  be  recalled,  if  the  content  of  the  three 
powers  can  be.  obtained ;  and  tfeofe,  who  were 
deprived  of  their  burgherfhip  on  account  of  re- 
fufing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  go- 
vernment eftablifhed  in  1782,  are  to  be  rein-* 
ftaied  in  their  rights. 

In  return  for  thefe  conceffions  on  the  part  of 
the  magiftrates,  the  popular  party  confent  to  the 
articles  in  the  edift  of  1782,  which  aboliflied  the 
right  of  re-de&ion,  and  transferred  the  right  of 
reprefentation  to  the  thirty-fix  adjuncts. 

They  have  afted  wifely  in  renouncing  the  right 
of  re-eledion,  that  fpecies  of  oftracifm,  and 
fource  of  fo  much  jealoufy  and  fufpicion,  which 
principally  occafioned  the  troubles  that  preceded, 
the  revolution  of  1782.  They  have  no  lefs  pru- 
dently confented  to  abolifli  the  right  of  repre- 
fqntation,  as  it  was  veiled,  before  the  edift,  in 

every 
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ewy  dtiun  and  burgher*  The  ufe,  *t  rather 
the  abufe  of  this  right,  oecafioned  frequent  w* 
mules  and  fedttpns,  by  die  prosfifeuous  aflbn* 
,  Ming  of  a  large  number  without  order ;  and  it 
was  found  to  be  a  dangerous  expedient  to  em- 
ploy a>multkude  as  an  eaagia*  for  political  pur* 
pofes* 

By  the  edi&  of  178a  it  was  ftipuiated,  in  fa- 
vour  of  the  natives,  that  during  the  tenn  of  ceo 
years  five  natives,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
faid  term,  three  natives,  (hould  be  annually  cho- 
fen  burghers.  On  the  prefent  occafion  a  farther 
elaufe  was  added  in  their  fat  our?  that  the 
burgherihip  fitould  be  conferred  <m  all  native? 
of  the  fourth  generation,  when  they  Audi  have 
attained  the  proper  age* 

Time  only  can  difcover  whether  the  prefenc 
form  of  government  will  be  rnoue  permanent 
than  the  former  constitution ;  or  whether  a  few 
years  may  not  bring  about  another  revolution, 
h  bears,  however,  (bong  marks  and  character* 
of  permanency,  if  we  may  augur  from  the  pre- 
fent  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  parries* 

The  alterations  are  juft,  reafonable,  and  even 
ftoceffary. 

ft  is  the  firft  time  that  all  die  orders  of  the 
ftate  freely,  and  as  it  were  unanimoufly,  con- 
fehted,  and  that  fcarcely  the  ieaft  difaffieftioa  or 
murmurs  have  followed.  The  revolution  of 
1768  was  the  triumph  of  the  popular  over  the 
ariftocratical  party  $  and  of  17**,  the  ftill  greater 
triumph  fcf  the  ariftocratical  over  the  popular 
party.  But  the  prefent  change  of  the  govern- 
ment ww  accompanied  and  followed  by  the  tri- 
umph of  neither  party*  .  It  was  formed  by  the 

coalition 
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fraklttion  of  both ;  it  was  the  geaenl  fcnfe  af 
Che  whole  republic  united,  in  order  to  repeal 
wfaat  experience  had  (hewn  to  be  defe&hne  and 
iaconflftent  with  republican  freedom  in  the  edift 
<x£  '  1780)  and  to  retain  vhat  experience  had 
fbewn  to  be  expedient  and  analogous  to  the  fpirk 
and  principle*  of  the  conftkution. 

The  pacification  was  infiantly  followed  by 
marks  of  cordiality  and  attention,  between  the 
individuals  of  two  parties,  never  before  experi- 
enced. The  fons  of  the  principal  Negatives  have 
frequented  the  circles  of  the  burghers ;  the  ma- 
giftrates,  who  could  not  be  reproached  with  any 
abufe  of  their  power  fince  the  edift  of  1782, 
have  obtained  the  confidence  of  the  people  from 
the  moment  that  they  renounced  the  fupport  of 
a  foreign  garrifon  quartered  in  barracks,  and  ex- 
preffed  their  refolution  of  entrufting  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  ftate  to  the  citizens,  burghers,  and 
natives. 

No  monument  of  that  military  force,  fo  odious 
and  yet  fo  ufelefs,  will  remain.  The  barracks 
of  the  town-houfe  are  already  evacuated,  and 
-will  be  converted  into  a  public  library ;  the 
new  barracks,  built  at  an  enormous  expence, 
and  more  calculated  for  the  garrifon  of  a  power* 
fill  and  delpotic  kingdom  than  for  a  fmall  and 
free  commonwealth,  will  he  converted  into  a 
building  for  the  univerfity.  The  reformation  of 
the  ftudies,  which  have  fqarcely  received  any 
alteration  fince  the  time  of  Calvin,  is  now  h} 
agitation.  In  a  word,  all  things  feem  at  prefent 
to  confpire  for  the  general  good ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  both  parties,  mocked  at  the  recol- 
jedion  of  paft  troubles,  will  continue  on  as 

friendly 
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friendly  terms  as  the  jealous  nature  of  a  free 
conftitution  will  admit ;  and  not  exhibit  any 
more  civil  diflenfions  of  fuch  notoriety  as  to  en- 
danger the  ruin  of  the  republic;  diflenfions 
which  have  been  hitherto,  perhaps,  almoftun- 
avoidable,  but  which,  if  renewed  in  future,  will 
ftamp  indelible  difgrace  on  the  Genevans,  as  reft* 
left  and  unquiet  fpirits. 
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day  a  carriage  laden  with  bread,  and  efcorted  by 
foldiers,  was  plundered  in  its  way  to  the  diftribu- 
tion  office  in  the  quarter  of  St.  Gervais.  The 
foldiers,  firing  at  the  populace  killed  one  man 
and  wounded  another:  the  numbers  and  fury 
of  the  rioters  increafed ;  they  drove  away  the 
troops,  and  carried  the  body  of  the  deceafed,  in 
a  kind  of  funeral  proceflion,  before  the  town* 
houfe,  as  a  memorial  of  violence  and  oppjeffion. 
The  populace,  roufed  to  frenzy  at  this  fpe&acle, 
attacked  and  occupied  the  gates  of  the  city,  and 
dangeroufly  wounded  the  commanding  officer, 
as  he  was  endeavouring  to  reftrain  the  ardour  of 
his  foldiers  and  the  fury  of  the  people. 

Iii  all-  tumults  and  infurreftions  the  firft  mo- 
ments are  precious.  7  he  magistrates,  inftead  of 
a&ing  decifivdy,  had  loft  them  in  deliberation ; 
and  the  pofnioa  of  government  became  more 
and  more  embarraffing.  On  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  it  was  neceffary  either  to  retake  the  gates, 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  infurgents,  or 
toconfefs,  that  the  military. force,  by  which  they 
had  hitherto  kept  the  people  in  awe,  was  no 
longer  capable  of  enforcing  obedience*  The  mi- 
litary committee,  charged  with  the  command  of 
she  garrifon  for  the  fecurity  of  the  city,  fiu&u- 
ated  between  their  duty  to  quell  the  infurre&ion, 
and  their  repugnance  to  fhed  the  blood  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  In  this  dilemma  they  hefitated 
for  fome  time,  and  at  length  ordered  two  bodies 
of  troops  to  force  their  paffage  over  the  two 
bridges  of  the  Rhone  which  feparate  the  quarter 
ef  St.  Gervais  from  the  Remainder  of  the  city, 
4nd  to  retake  the  gate  on  the  fide  of  Switzer- 
land- They  flattered  themfelves,  that  the  people 
would  retire  at  the  firft  appearance  of  a  confi- 
i  derable 
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derable  body  of  foldxers.    But  it  was  now  too 
late :  the  infurgents  had  already  formed  a  ftrong 
barricade,  behind  which  they  played  off  two 
fire-pumps,  filled  with  boiling  water  and  foap- 
lees,  againft  the  extremities  of  each  bridge;  the 
crofs  fire  of  feveral  {mall  arms,  which  poured 
from   the  windows  and  tops  of  the  adjacent 
houfes,  wounded  feveral  foldiers  and  killed  the 
commanding  officer  }  the  pavement  of  the  ftreets 
was  torn  up,  and  carried  to  the  tops  of  the 
houfes*  in  order  to  be  hurled  down  upon  the 
troop*,  if  they  forced  the  barricades  and  pene- 
trated into  the  ftreets.    Meanwhile  the  tumult 
fpread  into  the  other  parts  of  the  city,  and  was 
in  danger  of  becoming  universal.     In  this  ftate 
of  affairs  the  magiftrates,  finding  that  they  could 
not  quell  the  infurre&ion  without  great  effufion 
of  blood,  found  themfelves  under  the  neceflity 
of  complying  with  the  demands  of  the  infur- 
gents*    One  of  the  principal  magiftrates  repair- 
ed in  perfon  to  the  quarter  of  St.  Gervais,  pro- 
claimed an  edid  for  lowering  the  price  of  bread, 
granted  a  general  amnefty,  and  releafed  all  the 
infurgents  that  had  been  taken  into  cuftody. 
Thefe  conceffions  reftored  indeed  a  momentary 
calm ;  but  produced  the  very  effeft  they  were 
intended  to  avoid.    The  leaders  of  the  difaffe&ed 
party,  now  convinced,  either  of  the  inability  or 
unwillingnefs  of  government  to  employ  a  luffi- 
cient  degree  of  force,  and  forefeeing  that  the 
moderation  which  had  been  jufl  adopted  mud  be 
continued,  held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  take 
advantage  of  any  opportunity  which  prefented 
itfelf  of  exciting  or  encouraging  another  infur- 
re&ion,  in  order  to  effeft  a  change  of  govern- 
ment, and  a  recovery  of  former  privileges.    Such 

an 
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an  opportunity  prefented  itfelf  on  *fce  a^tfc  rf 
January,  at  the  interment  of  a  woman  who  had 
been  cafually  killed  by  the  difcharge  of  the  fiti- 
.  litary  in  the  tumult  of  the  26th.  An  imraenfe 
concourfe  of  people  attended  the  funeral ;  and 
the  magiftrates  imprudently  ordered  thte  gaiiifen 
to  be  ranged  and  pofted  with  cftftnon,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  barracks  and  the  city  gate*  againft 
any  attempts  of  the  multitude.  The  populace* 
believing  that  the  garrifen  wat  drawn  out  in 
order  to  recommence  hoftilities,  rofe  fcaftaatty, 
with  one  accord  diTefted  their  Jury  againft  the 
jbldiers,  droye  them  from  their  pofts,  difarmed 
them,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  cky  gates  with- 
out opposition. 

This  fecond  tumult  convinced  the  tnagiftratet 
that  ali  farther  oppofition  was  fruhlefa.  For, 
as  the  generality  of  the  citizens  and  buvghers, 
inftead  of  taking  an  a&ive  part  in  quelling  the 
tumults,  had  rather  feemed  to  countenance  and 
encourage  them,  it  was  evident,  that  the  loft  of 
their  liberties,  and  the  humiliation  to- which  they 
were  reduced  by  the  edift  of  178  a,  had  abftrb- 
ed  every  fentiment  of  afiedion  and  reverence  for 
an  administration,  Which,  however  juft  and  rea- 
fonable  in  its  meafures  and  conduct,  was  (bunded 
on  the  principles  of  ddpotifm,  and  fupported  by 
force.  ImpreflTed  with  thefe  confederations,  and 
finding  by  experience  that  a  military  government 
was  both  inexpedient  and  ineffectual,  the  chie& 
of  the  ariftocratical  party  fuddenly  changed  the 
fyftem,  by  which  they  had  been  hitherto  guided, 
and  renounced,  by  a  very  extraordinary  revolu- 
tion in  their  fentiroents,  that  line  of  condud  to 
which  they  had  before  fo  obfUnatdy  adhered. 
They  now  felt,  that  in  fo  fraall  a  republic,  and 

with 
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wkfa  fiscfa  few  objefts  of  ambition,  the  only  per* 
muitet  lecampence  of  their  political  labours 
coutd  be  drawn  from  the  efteem,   attachment, 
a&d  confidence  of  their  fellowuatizens ;  they  felt 
alfe,  that,  afing  from  that  principle,  the  wifeft 
bomdwSt  to  be,  adapted  on  the  prefent  ocarfion 
was,  to  change  a  conftitution  which  had  been 
proved  to  be  efiehtiaUy  defective;  and  which, 
while  k  abridged  or  annihilated  the  deareft  rights 
aod  privilege!  of  a  freeborn  fubjcft,  was  ineffeo 
food  in  maintaining  itfelf  by  the  ufiial  companion 
ef  defporifra,   the  terror   of  a  military   force. 
When,  therefore,  the  Solicitor  General,  in  the 
feme  -of  the  citizens  and  burghers,  foliated  the 
recovery  of  their  antient  liberties,  thepermiffion 
ef  bearing  arms,  the  re^eftabliftmeat  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  of  their  circles  or  political  clubs ;  the 
femoral  of  the  garrifon  from  the  barracks j  and 
the  recall  of  the  Reprefentasts,  who  were  ba» 
nifhed  in  1  y*a ;   fiich  moderate  demands  were 
received  with  complacency,  and  even  fatkfac- 
tioo. 

The  two  parties,  fatigued  with  pad  difbnfions, 
and  anxious  to  reunite  in  the  common  caufc, 
confented  to  facrifice  fomething  of  their  refpeo 
rive  claims,  and  to  nfe  the  pbwer  reserved  to 
them  in  1780,  by  the  guarantees,  of  amending 
and  changing  the  laws,  by  a  majority  of  three- 
fourths.  The.  preliminaries  were  fettled  without 
difficulty ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  revife 
and  amend  the  edift  of  1782 ;  the  new  edift  of 
pacification,  under  the  title  ef  Modification  £ 
PEdii  ifc  178  a,  were  approved  by  the  Senate, 
Great  Council,  and  General  Council.  Such 
Was  the  atmoft  general  unanimity  with  which 
this  bufinefe  was  tranfa&ed,  that  in  dge  afletnbly 

of 
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of  the  General  Council  which  met  on  die  iofh 
of  February,  the  modifications  were  carried  by 
1 32 1  fuffrages  againft  52.  The  publication  of 
the  new  edid  was  followed  by  the  loudeft  acda» 
mations  and  general  rejoicings  ;  and  the  content 
'  of  the  three  guaranties  is  foliated,  and  expeAed 
with  great  impatience. 

The  edift  of  178ft  is  valid  in  all  the  articles 
which  are  not  repealed  or  amended  by  the  pre* 
lent  modifications*^  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the 
prefent  amendments,  "  The  edid  of  the  21ft  of 
November  1782,  with  the  modifications  intro- 
duced by  the  prefent  edift,  and  the  political 
code  publifhed  on  the  1  th  of  June  1783,  (hall 
be  the  fundamental  law  of  the  date,  and  (hall 
form,  the  complete  collodion  of  its  political  fta- 


tutes." 


The  conftitutaon  is  now  wifely  modelled  into 
a  mean  between  the  too  popular  form  eftabliihed 
in  1768,  and*  the  too  ariftocratical  form  efta- 
bliihed in  1782.    . 

The  magiftrates  have  confented  to  repeal  die 
mod  obnoxious  articles  in  the  edift  of  178ft , 
which  may  be  principally  reduced  to  the  follow- 
ing heads : 

,  1 .  The  garrifon  is  fubjeft,  as  before  the  edid, 
of  1782,  to  the  orders  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
Syndic  of  the  Guard,  and  of  the  members  of  the 
Great  Council ;  and  is  to  be  no  longer  quartered 
in  barracks.  The  garrifon  is  to  be  gradually  re- 
duced to  600  men;  but  to  be  mcreafed  to 
720,  at  the  will  of  the  Great  Council.  The  of- 
ficers are  to  be  chofen  by  the  Great  Council, 
from  the  citizens,  burghers,  and  natives. 

2.  The  militia  to  be  re-embodied,  and  the 
military  exercifes  to  be  renewed.     A  regiment 
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(hortily    to  publifh  an  ample  defcription  of  his 
cabinet. 

The  Faunula,  in  the  order  in  which  it  now 
ftands*  was  arranged  and  digefted  by  Dr.  Pul- 
teney,  who  colleaed  the  Englifh  names,  and  re- 
ferences   to  Linnaeus,  Pennant,  and  Briflbn.  in 
the  catalogues  of  the  quadrupeds  and  amphibia. 
He    alio    fubjoined  to  the  lift  of  birds  feveral 
references  and  illuftrations,  in  addition  to  thofe 
communicated    by    Mr.     Pennant;     and    Mr. 
Sprungli,    having  reviewed   the  birds  and  fifli 
fvtice  thefe  additions  were  made,  has  exprefled 
his  entire  approbation  of  them. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  exprefling  my  ob- 
ligation to  thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  thus  en- 
abled me  to  give  the  firfl  connected,  though 
brief,  account  of  the  Swifs  zoology. 
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The  edift  of  pacification  pafled  in  1782  fuc- 
ceeded  to  a  long  feries  of  diflenfions  between  the 
popular  and   ariftocratical  parties.     The  three 
powers  of  France,    Sardinia,    and   Berne,   by 
wliofe  dominions  Geneva  i*>  encircled,   behold- 
ing, wi^h  regret  atjtd  difpleafure,  the  flames  of 
civil  difcord  continually  fmothered,  and  conti- 
nually burfting  forth  on  the  flighted  occafiou, 
had  combined  in  order  to  fettle  a  fixed  and/er- 
nuinent  conftitution,  and  took  fuch  precautions 
as  feemed  calculated  to  prevent  in  future  any 
effectual   oppofition  to  the   government  which 
they  thought  proper  -to  eftablifli.     By  the  com- 
bined forces  of  the  three  powers  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  Genevans  were  compelled  to  fubmit 
to  the  moft  grievous   condition; :   the  exile  of 
their  popular  chiefs ;  the  prohibition   of  carry- 
ing arms ;  and  a  foreign  garrifon  quartered  in 
barracks,  at  the  entire  difpofal  of  government, 
formed  the  bafis  which  fupported  the  new  confti- 
tution. 

From  that  period  a  calm  of  a  few  years,  al- 
xnoft  unknown  to  the  republic,  fucceeded ;  but 
it  was  a  fullen  and  a  lowering  calm ;  the  people 
were  kept  in  order  by  the  precaution  of  i  mili- 
tary force,  hot  calculated  for  a  fmall  republic; 
the  taxes  impofed  for  the  maintenance  of  that 
military  force,  and  for  building  barracks,  were 
heavy  ;  and  their  burden  was  felt  the  more,  be- 
caufe  they  conftantly  reminded  the  Genevans  of 
their  humiliation  and  fubje&ion. 

During  my  fubfequent  vifits  to  Genera,  in 
1785  and  the  following  year,  I  found  an  tjmoft 
general  difcontent  prevailing  among  all  parties; 
many  of  the  Negatives  difeffe&edj  the  Repr* 
fentants  fubmitting  in  filent  and  fullen  deFpair; 

and 
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and  the  people  without  fpitit  and  energy*  The 
4tM&>ai  of  many  of  the  regulations '  paffed  in 
tyiz  was  overlooked,  or  forgotten;  thofe  only 
Whkh  annihilated  the  firft  principles  of  liberty 
W&t  remembered j  and  almolt  the  only  fentiment 
ttttich  prevailed,  was  the  fentiment  of  degrada- 
flon*  arifmg  from  thefubje&ion  of  a  free  people 
t6  *  rtiilit&ry  government. 
•  In  this  ftate  of  affairs  and  general  difaffe&iori 
to  the  ruling  party,  many  of  the  citizens  fecretly 
entertained  hopes  of  another  revolution  ;  either 
founding  their  expectations  on  the  embarraffed 
fituation  of  France,  or  on  the  favourable  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Great  and  Little  Councils;  thd 
members  of  which  had  for  fome  tune  fatally 
experienced  many  difficulties  in  fupportinc  the 
authority  of  government.  The  minds  of  the 
gfea«eft  part  were  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
every  incident  likely  to  efieft  a  change  of  go- 
vernment.    . 

Such  a  general  fpirit  of  di&ffefiion  had  gone 
forth  among  the  people,  that  administration  had 
been  compelled  to  employ  a  military  force  in 
order  to  queli  a  tumult,  which  took  its  rife  fc* 
the  theatre  on  the  1 2th  of  December  lySS. 

The  quelHng  of  this  tumult  was  only  a  tempo- 
rary remedy ;  and  the  popular  difcontents  broke 
Our  uneontrouled  on  the  16th  of  January,  on 
account  of  the  publication  of  an  edift  raifing  the 
price  of  bread  a  farthing  in  the  pound*  This 
augmentation,  though  juftified  by  the  fearchy  of 
flour,  and  palled  principally  with  a  view  to  pre- 

*  vent  the  exportation  of  bread,  was  yet  impru* 
!*         dently  laid  on  in  the  prefent  temper  of  the  peo* 

*  pie.  An  infurre£fcion  inftantly  took  place ;  the 
[  bakers  (hops  were  pillaged,  and  on  the  following 
*■  day 
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day  a  carriage  laden  with  bread,  and  efcorted  by 
(bldiers,  was  plundered  in  its  way  to  the  distribu- 
tion office  in  the  quarter  of  St.  Gervais.  The 
foldiers,  firing  at  the  populace  killed  one :  man 
and  wounded  another:  the  numbers  and  fury 
of  the  rioters  increafed ;  they  drove  away  the 
troops,  and  carried  the  body  of  the  deceafed,  in 
a  kind  of  funeral  proceffion,  before  the  town* 
houfe,  as  a  memorial  of  violence  and  oppreffion. 
The  populace,  roufed  to  frenzy  at  this  fpe&acie, 
attacked  and  occupied  the  gates  of  the  city,  and 
dangeroufly  wounded  the  commanding  officer, 
as  he  was  endeavouring  to  reftrain  the  ardour  of 
his  foldiers  and  the  fury  of  the  people. 

In  all-  tumults  and  infufreftions  the  firft  mo- 
ments are  precious.  T  he  magistrates,  inftead  of 
a&ing  decisively,  had  loft  them  in  deliberation ; 
and  the  petition  of  government  became  more 
and  more  embarraffing.  On  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  it  was  neceffary  either  to  retake  the  gates, 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  infurgems,  or 
toconfefs,  that  the  military  force,  by  which  they 
had  hitherto  kept  the  people  in  awe,  was  no 
longer  capable  of  enforcing  obedience*  The  mi- 
litary committee,  charged  with  the  command  of 
the  garrifon  for  the  fecurity  of  the  city,  fluctu- 
ated between  their  duty  to  quell  the  infurre&ion, 
and  their  repugnance  to  fhed  the  blood  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  In  this  dilemma  they  hefitated 
for  fome  time,  and  at  length  ordered  two  bodies 
of  troops  to  force  their  paflage  over  the  two 
bridges  of  the  Rhone  which  feparate  the  quarter 
©f  St.  Gervais  from  the  Remainder  of  the  city, 
&nd  to  retake  the  gate  on  the  fide  of  Switzer- 
land. They  flattered  themfelves,  that  the  people 
would  retire  at  the  firft  appearance  of  a  confi- 
i  derable 
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derable  body  of  foldiers.  But  it  was  now  too 
late :  the  infurgents  had  already  formed  a  ftrong 
barricade,  behind  which  they  played  off  two 
fire-pumps,  filled  with  boiling  water  and  foap- 
lees,  againft  the  extremities  of  each  bridge;  the 
crofs  fire  of  feveral  (mall  arms,  which  poured 
from  the  windows  and  tops  of  the  adjacent 
houfes,  wounded  feveral  foldiers  and  killed  the 
commanding  officer  \  the  pavement  of  the  ftreets 
was  torn  up,  and  carried  to  the  tops  of  the 
houfes*  in  order  to  be  hurled  down  upon  the 
troop*,  if  they  forced  the  barricades  and  pene- 
trated into  the  ftreets.  Meanwhile  the  tumult 
fpread  into  the  other  parts  of  the  city,  and  was 
in  danger  of  becoming  universal.  In  this  ftate 
of  affairs  the  magistrates,  finding  that  they  could 
not  quell  the  infurre&ion  without  great  effufion 
of  blood,  found  themfelves  under  the  neceffity 
of  complying  with  the  demands  of  the  infur- 
gents. One  of  the  principal  magiftrates  repair* 
ed  in  perfon  to  the  quarter  of  St.  Gervais,  pro- 
claimed an  edid  for  lowering  the  price  of  bread, 
granted  a  general  amnefty,  and  releafed  all  the 
infurgents  that  had  been  taken  into  cuftody. 
Thefe  conceffions  reftored  indeed  a  momentary 
calm ;  but  produced  the  very  effeft  they  were 
intended  to  avoid.  The  leaders  of  the  difaffe&ed 
party,  now  convinced,  either  of  the  inability  or 
unwillingnefs  of  government  to  employ  a  fuffi- 
cient  degree  of  force,  and  forefeeing  that  the 
moderation  which  had  been  juft  adopted  muft  be 
continued,  held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  take 
advantage  of  any  opportunity  which  prefented 
itfelf  of  exciting  or  encouraging  another  infur- 
rettion,  in  order  to  effeffc  a  change  of  govern- 
ment, and  a  recovery  of  former  privileges.     Such 

an 


44*  Geneva* 

an  opportunity  prefented  Itfelf  on  &*  *<jtk  af 
January,  at  the  interment  of  a  woman  who  bad 
been  cafuaily  lulled  by  the  difcharge  of  the  mi- 
.  litary  in  the  tumult  of  the  *5th.  An  imntcflfe 
concourfe  of  people  attended  die  ftmeral ;  awl 
the  magiftrates  imprudently  ordered  thte  gun  Mm 
to  be  ranged  and  polled  with  eaftnon,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  barracks  and  die  city  gate*  agaioft 
any  attempts  of  the  multitude.  The  populace, 
believing  that  the  garrifon  was  drawn  out  m 
order  to  recommence  hoftilities,  rt>fe  feaftantfy, 
with  one  accord  dire&ed  their  fury  againft  the 
jbldiers,  drove  them  from  their  pofts,  difanned 
them,  and  took  poffeflion  of  the  city  gates  with- 
out oppofition. 

This  fecond  tumult  convinced  the  magiftrates 
that  all  farther  oppofition  was  fruitlefs.  For, 
as  the  generality  of  the  citizens  and  burghers, 
inflead  of  taking  an  a&ive  part  m  quelling  the 
tumults,  had  rather  feemed  to  countenance  and 
encourage  them,  it  was  evident*  that  the  loft  ef 
their  liberties,  and  the  humiliation  to  which  they 
were  reduced  by  the  edift  of  17S*,  had  ibfcrb- 
ed  every  fentiment  of  affeftion  and  reverence  for 
an  adminiftration,  which>  however  juft  and  rea* 
fonable  in  its  meafures  and  condud,  was  founded 
on  the  principles  of  ddpotifm,  and  fupported  by 
force.  Imprefled  with  thefe  confide*  ations,  and 
finding  by  experience  that  a  military  government 
was  both  inexpedient  and  inefieduat,  the  chid* 
of  the  ariftocratical  party  fuddenly  changed  die 
fyftem,  by  which  they  had  been  hitherto  guided, 
aiid  renounced,  by  a  very  extraordinary  revolu- 
tion in  their  fentiments,  that  line  of  conduft  to 
which  they  had  before  fo  obftinately  adhered. 
They  now  felt,  that  in  fo  final!  a  republic,  and 

with 
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with  fbch  few  obje&s  of  ambition,  the  only  per* 
■onent  recompence  of  their  political  labours 
could  be  drawn  from  the  effleem,  attachment, 
aad  confidence  of  their  fellow-arisens ;  they  felt 
atta,  that,  afiiag  from  that  principle,  the  wifeft 
bomafoarik  do  be:  adopted  on  the  prefent  occafion 
was,  to  change  a  conftitution  which  had  been 
proved  to  be  efchtialiy  dcfe^tiva;  and  which, 
while  k  abridged  or  annihilated  the  deareft  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  freeborn  imbjeft,  was  ineffec- 
tual in  maintaining  itfelf  by  the  ufiial  companion 
of   defporifm,   die  terror   of  a  military   force. 
When,  therefore,  the  Solicitor  General,  in  the 
name  <A  the  citizens  and  burghers,  foliated  the 
recovery  of  their  an  dent  liberties,  thepermiffion 
of  bearing  arms,  the  re-eftablHbment  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  of  their  circles  or  political  clubs ;  the 
femoral  of  die  garrifon  from  the  barracks ;  and 
the  recall  of  the  Reprtfentants,  who  were  ba- 
nilhed  in  1  y%a ;   fuch  moderate  demands  were 
received  with  complacency,  and  even  fatkfac- 
tioti. 

The  tmo  patties,  fatigued  with  paft  di&tifibns, 
and  anxious  to  reunite  in  the  common  caufc, 
confented  to  facrifice  fomething  of  their  refpeo 
live  claims,  and  to  nfe  the  pbwer  reserved  to 
diem  in  1782,  by  the  guarantees,  of  amending 
and  changing  the  laws,  by  a  majority  of  three- 
fourths.  The.  preliminaries  were  fettled  without 
difficulty ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  revife 
and  amend  the  edift  of  1783 j  the  new  edift  of 
pacification,  under  the  title  of  Modifications  k 
FEdit  <k  178  a,  were  approved  by  the  Senate, 
Great  Council,  and  General  Council.  Such 
was  the  ahnoft  general  unanimity  with  which 
{his  bufinefc  was  tran&fted,  that  in  rije  afiembly 

of 
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M.  Sylfatiaif.    Zm.  84. 

liMuIot   M.  Agrorum.     Brig.  123. 
Field  Mouse.    £r.  Zoo/.  N°  28. 
Very  common,  not  in  fields  only,  but  in  the  woods. 

M.  Mufcmlus.    Lin.  83. 

La  Sooris.  Sorex.    Brig.  1 19. 
Mouse.    Br.  ZmL  N*  30. 
Very  common  in  houfes, 

11  Terreftris.    Lm.  82. 

LeCampagnol.  M.Campeftris  Minor.    Brif.  129. 
Short-tailed  Mouse.    Br.  Zool.  N°  31. 
Common* 

M.  GEconomus.  PaUas.  Canda  fubicfipiiunciali,  auricnlis  nu- 

dis,    Tcllcrc   molli,    latentibas  palmis  fubtetradadylis* 

corpore  fufco.  Tab.  14.  A.  PaUas.  Pern.  Big.  §jad. 

N0313. 

This  animal  is  known  in  the  Pass  dt  Famd  by  the 

name  of  the  Mole,  and  is  common  both,  on  die  mouataat 

and  the  plains  of  that  diftrid.    M.  Van  Berchm  was  the 

firft  who  difeovered  it  to  be  the  M.  mcommmt  of  FtUtf . 

It  was  alfo  found,  by  M.  Amftein»  in  the  country  of  the 

-  '  Grifons. 

Scivttfi.    Lm.  86* 

5.  Vulgaris.    Lin.  86. 

L'Ecureuil.  S.  Vulgaris.    Brig.  104. 
Common  Squiseel.    Br.  Zool.  N°  23. 

Two  varieties  are  found  in  Switzerland ;  the  coubbob 
red  fquirrel  with  a  white  belly,  and  another  black,  with* 
white  belly.  The  latter  is  larger,  and  1*&  frequent  thaa 
the  red  fquirrel. 

6.  Glis.    Lln.Sj. 

Le  Loir.  Glis.  /Brig.  1  it. 

Fat  Dormouse.    Nig.  fpu?.  N°  287. 

S.  Avellanarius.  Mus  avellanarius.    Lin.  83. 
Mufcardine.  M.  ayellanarum  minor.    Brif.  1 15. 
The  Dormousi.     Br.  Zool.  N°  24. 

8.  Quercinus.    Mus  quercinus.    Lm.  84. 

Le  Lerot.  Rat  blanc.  M.  Ayellanarum  major.    Brif.  114. 
Garden  Dormouse.     Big.  j^ad.  N°  288. 
This  is  rery  rare. 

OiDO 
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.   OrdoV,    PECORA. 

Ciitvs.    Un.  92. 

C.  Elaphus.     Lin.  93. 

Lc  Off.  Cervus.    Brtff.  58. 
The  Stag.    Br.  Zoo/.  N°  6. 

This  is  rare  in  the  Pais  de-  Vaud,  but  more  fre^ent  in 
the  plains  and  mountains  of  the  German  diftricl  of  the 
canton  of  Berne. 

C.  Capreoius.    liii.  94. 

Le  Chevreuil.  Capreoius.    Brjf.  61. 
The  Roe-buck.     Br.  Z00J.  t$  8.  t.  4. 

On  the  lower  parts  of  mount  Jura,  and  elfewhere  in  the 
plains. 

C  A  r  a  A.     Lin.  94. 

Antilope  Rupicapra.    Pallas  Mi/cell.  Fafc.  1 .  p.  7.  &  Fafc.  1  z. 
p.  t2. 
Capra  Rupicapra.     £m.  95. 
Le  Chamois.  Rupicapra.    Brijf.^i. 
Chamois  Antilope.     Hift.  Quad.  N°  17. 

Only  on  the  higheft  Alps ;  defcending  in  winter  to  the 
lower  mountains.  ( 

C.  Hircus.     Lin.  94. 

Le  Bouc.  Le  Cherre  domeftique.    Hircus  et  Capra  do- 

meftica.     Brifi.  38. 
Domestic  Goat.    Br.  Zoo!,  r^.0  5. 

There  is  a  variety  with  four  horns,  found  on  the  Alps 
in  the  canton  of  Berne.  ' 

C.  Ibex.     Lin.  p.  95. 

Le  Bouc  Eftain.     Ibex.    Brt/f.  39. 

Wild  Goat,  Ibex  Goat.    Hift.Quad.il*  13. 

Extremely  rare  now  in  Switzerland. 
Bouquetin.  Buffon.Hift.  Nat.  xii.  p.  136.  t.  13.  14. 

O  r  d  o  IV.    BELLUiE. 

E  <^u  u  s.    Lin.  loo. 

E.  Cabal  I  us.     Lin.  100. 

Lc  Cheval.  Equus.     Brif.  6g. 


The'HoasE. 


E.  Afious. 


4*6*  FamntU  HdvdSea. 

E.  Afimn.    Lm.  ioo. 

L'Ane.    Afimrt.    ifoijf.  70. 
The  At s. 

Afinus  Mulus  0.     Lin.  10 1. 
Le  Mulct.  Mulus.     Brtf.ji. 
The  Mulb.    2*r.  Zoo/."N*  8. 

Sue.    lis.  102. 

S.  Scrofa.  Aner.    Iwi.  102. 

Le  Sangher.  Aper.     2M£  75. 
.    The  Wild  Hoc.    ££l  $«k/.  N°  61 . 

On  mount  Jura,  and  in  the  adjacent  country. 

Scrofa.  Sua.    £m.  10a. 

Le  Cochon  domeftiqne.  Sns  domeftiens.    Brif.  74. 

TimbHoo.    *r.WN09. 


CLASS 
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CLASS      IL 
-     A  V  E  S. 

OrdoI.    ACCIPITRES.    lUndou*. 

Vultur.    Un.  iai.    Vulture. 
Vultur  Barbatus.    Un.  m. 

Aureus.  Gefder.  Av.  edit.  8620.  p.  708; 
V.  barba.    Brijbtu  6.    jifp.  p.  *6*. 
Bbardbd  Vulturi.*.    Edwards,  u  106. 

This  bird  frequents  the  Pennine,  Rhsctian,  and  Tyro- 
lefe  Alps.  It  is  found  sifo  in  Corfica,  Sardinia,  and 
probably  in  Barbary,  as  well  as  on  mount  Caucafus  and 
in  Dauria,  or  the  fouth-eaftern  parts  of  Siberia.  It  con- 
nects the  Vultures  with  the  Eagles.  In  the  form  of  the 
beak  and  of  the  body  it  refemUes  the  Vulture,  but  differs 
from  that  genus  in  having  the  head,  like  that  of  the 
Eagles,  covered  with  feathers.  It  is  now  (6  well  defined, 
especially  by  M.  Sprungli,  that  it  can  no  longer  be  mif- 
taken.  See  Letter  58.  The  German  peafants  of  Swit- 
zerland name  this  bird,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  Lam- 
mer-gcyer,  and  relate  incredible  tales  of  its  fize  and  vo» 
racioufnefi:  The  peafants  of  the  French  diftritf  fre- 
quently call  it  Le  Fautour  Jaune. 


*  Since  I  fent  to  the  preft  the  account  of  the  Bearded  Vulture,  Let- 
ter 58,  I  find  that  Mr.  Latham,  in  his  Supplement  to  the  General  Sy- 
nopfis  of  Birds,  p.  1.  feems  alfo  to  adopt  the  conjecture  of  Buffon,  in* 
clafiiDg  the  L.ammer-geyer  and  Condor  under  the  fame  fpecies ;  though 
he  cooJefies,  that  "  it  ftill  remains  dubious,  whether  the  Lammer- 
geyer  be  the  fame  with  the  Condor,  or  a  mere  variety  of  the  Bearded 
Vulture.'*  He  adds  aUb,  with  a  candour  which  does  him  honour,  M  It 
is  much  to  he  feared,  that  other  authors,  as  well  as  myfelf,  have  greatly 
confounded  the  fpecies  of  Vultures;  for  being,  like  the  Falcon  tribe, 
long  lived,  their  plumage  putt  on  a  great  variety  of  drefs,  fufficient  to 
deceive  thole  who  have  hitherto  attempted  to  difrriminate  them/* 

Falco. 
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Faico.    lis.  p.  124.    Faicor. 

F.  Offifragus.    tin.  124. 

Le  Grand  Aigle  dc  Mer.  Aquila  ofifraga.    Brif.  1.  p. 

Sea  Eagle.    P*k.  Br.  Zooi.  N°  44.  t.  17. 
Frequent  about  the  lakes. 

F.  Chrylaeto*.    tin.  125. 

L' Aigle  dore\  feu  Aq.  aurea.     Brif.  i»  431. 
Gold  em  Eagle.    Br.  Zooi.  N°  42*  t.  16.  frontifptece. 
Oo  Mount  Jura. 

F.  Fulvus.    tin.  125. 

L* Aigle.  Aquila.     Brif.  1.  419. 
Black  Eagle.    Br.  Zooi.  N°  43. 

The  peafants  of  Switzerland  call  this  bird  the  Lammtr- 
reyer  brim,  to  diftinguiih  it  from  the  Vmttowr  ^foMme.  Mr. 
Pennant  informs  us,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Oedmao, 
that  this  bird  is  only  the  young  of  Linnssus's  F.  Melant> 
tus,  p.  124.     See  Supp.  xoArSk  Zoology,  p.  57. 

F.  Haliaetus.     tin.  129. 

L'Aifflc  de  Mer.  feu  Aquila  Marina.     Brif.  1. 440.  t  34. 
The  Osraav.    Br.  Zooi.  N°  46.  Flor.  Scot.  17. 1. 1. 

F.*Pygargus.    tin.  126. 

La  Soubufe.  Le  Faucon  i  Collier.  Falco  torquatus.  Brjf  - 

Ring-tailed  Falcon. 
Very  rare. 

F.  Milvus.     tin.  126. 

Le  Milan  Royal.  Milvus  regalis.    Brif.  i.AiA.t.3t. 
The  Kite.    Br.  Zooi.  NO53. 

F.  Subbuteo.    tin.  117. 

Le  Hobreau.  Dendrofalco.    Btjf  1.  375. 
The  Hon  v.    Br.  Zooi.  N°  61. 

F.  Buteo.    tin.  127. 

La  Bufe.  Buteo.     Brif.  1 .  406. 
The  Buzzard.     Br.  Zooi.  N°  55.  t.  25. 
Very  common. 

F.  Tia- 
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F,  Tinnunculus.     Lin.  127. 

La  Creflerelle.  Tinnunculus.     Brijf.  1.  393. 
The  Kbstril.    Br.  Zool.  N°  60. 

F.  *Lanarius.    Lin.  129. 

Le  Lanier.  Lanarius.     Briff.  1.  363. 
The  Lanner.     Br.  Zool.  N*  5!.  t.  22. 

F.   Apivoros.     Zia.  130.  '       ' 

La  Boudree.      Buteo  apirorus   f.    vefcivorus.    Briff   1, 

410. 
Hon  by  Buzzard.    Br.  Zool.  N°56. 

F.  Palumbarius.     Lin.  130. 

JL'Autour.  Aftur.     ifr^  1.  317. 
Goshawk.     Br.  Zool.  N°  52.  t.  24. 

F.   Nifus.     Lin.  130.  , 

L'Epervier.  Accipiter.     Brijf.  1.  310. 
Sparrow  Hawk.     Br.  Zool.  N°  62. 

F.  Lithofalco.    Le  Faucon    dc  Roche,  ou  Rochier.     Brijf. 
1.  349- 
Stone  Falcon.    Latham.  1.  p.  92. 

F.    Leucocephalus.     Le  Faucon  a  tete  blanche,     2?n^  1. 
32J.  Var.  C.  et  Le  Faucon  patu.  F.  pedibus  pennatis. 
ejufd.  6;  jfpp.  22.  t.  1. 
Rough-legged  Falcon.    Br.  Zool.  App.  623.  t.  1  ? 

F.  •Circus  rufus.     Le  Buzard  roux.     Brijf.  1.  p.  404.     ' 
Harpy  Falcon.     Latham.  1.  p.  51. 

F.  Peregrinus.     Le  Faucon  pelerin.     2?ri^  1.  341. 
Peregrine  Falcon.    Br.  Zool.  N-48.  t,  2a 

F.  JEfalon.     Bujfon. 

L'Emerillon.     Brijf.  1.  382. 
The  Merlin..    Br.  Zool.  fol.  xy. 

Strix.     Littm    131.      Owl. 

S.  Bubo.     Lin.  131. 

Le  Grand  Due.  Bubo.     Brijf.  1.  477. 

Eagle  Owl.     Br.  Zool.  N°  64. 

Frequent  among  the  rocks  on  the  mountains. 
S.  Otus.     Lin.  132. 

Le  Moyen  Due,  oa  le  Hiboa.  Afio.  Briff.  1.  486. 

Long-bared  Horn  Owl.     Br.  Zool.  N°  65.  t.  30. 

Vol.  II.  Hh  S,  Scops. 


406  Faumda  Ethnic*. 

S.  Scops.    Lift.  132. 

Le  petit  Due  Scorn.     Brjff.  1.  495.  t.  37.  f.  1. 
Scors,  or  Little  IIorn  Owl.  Latham.  1.  p.  129. 
S.  Aluco.     Lift.  1*2. 

LaHnlotte.  Ulula.     Br.  Zool.  \.  507. 

Brown  Owl?  or  Aluco?    Latham  1.  p.  140. 
S.  Flammea.    Lin.  133. 

L'Effraie,  oq  la  Fraifage.    Lc  petit  Chathium.  Abci. 
Briff.  1.  503. 

White  Owl,  or  Bam  Owl.  Br.  Zool.  N°  67. 
S.  Stridula.     Lm.  133. 

Lc  Chathuant.  Strix.    Briff.  1.  500. 
.    Tawiiy  Owl.    Br.  Zooi.  N°  6*. 
8*  Ulula.    Lin.  133. 

La  Choutte,  ou  La  graode  Chcvechc.    No&oa  Major. 
Briff.  I.  511.   , 

Brown  Owl.  Br.  Zoo!.  N°  69.  t.  32. 
S.  Paflcrina.    Lin.  1 33. 

La  Chcvache.    Nodua  minor.     Briff.  1.  514. 

Littli  Owl,    J?r.  Zw>/.  N°  70. 

Lanivs.    Lm.  134.    Shriki. 

L.  Excubitor.    JUi.  134. 

La  Pie-grieche  grife.  Lanius  cinereus.    Briff.  2.  141. 
Great  Shrike.     Br.  Zool.  N°  71.  t.  33. 

L.  Collurio.    Lin.  136. 

L'Ecorcheur.  Collurio.    Briff.  %.  151. 
Red-backed  Shriki.    Br.  Zool.  N°  72. 


L.  Rufus.  La  Pie  Grieche  roufle.    Briff.  2.  147. 
Eadem  cum  priori  ex  ienteotia  Linnai. 
Wood-chat  Shrike.  Br.  Zooi.  N°  73.  Latham.  1. 
p.  169. 

Or  do   II.     P  I  C  JE.     Pus, 
Corvus.    Lin.  155.    Crow. 

C.  Corax.     Lin,  155. 

Le  Corbeau.  Corvus.     Briff.  2.  p.  8. 

The  Raven.  '  Br.  Zool.  N°  74. 
C.  Coronc.     Lin.  ijj. 

La  Corneille.  Comix.     Briff.  2.  p.  12. 

Carrion  Crow.    Br.  Zooi.  N»  75.  t.  34. 

,  C  &* 
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C.  Frugjlegus.    Un.  156. 

Le  Freux.  Le  Corneille  moifbnncuic,    Cornix  frugilega. 

Brjf.  2.  p.  16. 
The  Rook.    Br.  Zool.  N°  76. 

C.  Cornix.    Un.  156. 

La  Corncille  moutilfc.    Cornix  cinerea.    Brjf.  2, 

p.  19. 
Hooped  Crow.    Br.  Zool.  N°  77.   Flor.  Scot.  t.  2. 
Rarely  feen,  and  only  in  winter. 
C.  Monedula.     Lin.  156. 

Le  Choucas.  Monedula  f.  Lupus.    Brjf.  a.  p.  24. 
The  Jack-daw.    Br.  Zool.  N°  8  k 

C.  Glandarius.    Un.  156. 

Le  Geay.  Garrulus.    BriJ.  2.  p.  47. 
The  Jay.    Br.  Zool.  Na  79. 

C.  Caryocata&es.     Un.  157. 

Le  Caffe-noix.  Nucifraga.  Brjf.  2.  p.  59.  t*  5.  f.  n 
Nut-breaker.    Br.Zool.  2.  ^y.  531.  t.  3. 
Common  in  the  woods. 

C.  Pica.    Un.  157, 

La  Pie.  Pica  Taria  f.  caudata.    Brjf.  2.  p.  35. 
The  Magfib.     Br.  Zool.  N*  78. 

C.  Pyrrhocorax.    Lin.  158. 

Le  Choucas  des  Alpes.     Pyrrhocorax.    Brjf.  2.  p.  30. 

t.  1.  £  2. 
Alpine  Crow.    Latham  1.  381. 
Frequent  in  the  Alps. 

C  Gfaculus.    Lin.  158, 
Le  Coradas.  Coracia.    Brjf  2.  p.  3.  t.  1.  f.  1. 
Red-legged  Crow.     Latham    1.    p.  401.   -fir.   Zm£ 
N"  80.  t.  3c. 

In  the  Alps,  but  lefs  Frequent  than  the  foregoing 
fpecies. 

C  Eremita.     Lin.  159. 

Le  Coracias  hupe.  Coracia  criftata.     Brjf  2.  p.  6. 
Hermit  Crow.     Latham.  1.  p.  403. 

This  bird  is  entirely  unknown  to  M.  Sprungli,  though 
laid  to  be  a  native  of  the  Swifs  mountains  He  took  great 
pains  to  difcover  it,  but  in  vain ;  and  fufpe&s,  after  all, 
that  if  it  does  really  exift,  it  is  only  a  variety  of  th4 
preceding. 

Hh  2  Cora- 
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Coeacias.    Lin.  159.    Roller. 

C.  Garrula.    Lin.  159. 

Le  Rollicr.  Galgulm.    Brif.  2.  p.  64.  t.  5.  f.  a. 
The  Roller,     2?r.  Zoo/.  2.  y*#.  p.  624.  t.  a. 
Rare,  and  only  feen  in  the  fununcr  feafbn. 

Oriolus.    .Li*.  160.    Oriole. 

0.  Galbula.     Lin.  160. 

Le  Loriot.  Oriolus.    Brif.  2.  p.  32c 
The  Oriole.    Br.  Z00J.  a.  Aft.  p.  696.  t.  4. 
Uncommon  in  Switzerland. 

Cuculus.    Lin.  168.    Cvckow, 

C.  Canorus.     Z».  168. 

Le  Coucou.  Cucplus.  2*nj£  4.  p.  105. 
The  Cuckoo.    Br.  Zoo/.  Nc  81.  t.  $6. 

Jynx.    tin.  lit.    Wrtubck. 

"  J.  Torquilla.     tin.  1 72. 

Le  Torcol.  Torquilla.  Brif.  4.  p.  2.    t.  I.  f.  I. 
The  Wryneck.    Br.  Zool.  N*  83.  t.  36. 

Picus.    Lfir.  173.    Woodpecker. 

P.  Manius.     Lin.  173. 

Pic  noir.  Picus  niger.     Brif.\.  21. 

Black  Woodpecker.     Pen.  Ar8.  Zool.  p.  176.  Jjftta 

1.  p.  55a. 
Common  in  the  woods  abounding  in  fir-trees. 

P.  Viridis.     Lin.  175. 

Pic  verd.  P.  ▼iridis.     Brif.  4.  p.  9. 
Green  Woodpecker.    Br.  Zool.  N°  84. 

P.  Norwegicus. 

Le  Pic  verd  de  Nonvege.     Brif.  4.  p.  19. 
Grey-headed  green  Woodpecker.     Ed<w.  t.  6$. 

Qr BY-HEADED   WOODPECKER.       Br.  Zool.  p.  if}.  L+ 

tham.  x.  p.  383. — On  the  mountains. 

P.  Major.     Lin.  176. 

Le  grand  Pic  varte.  P.  varius  major.     Brif.  4.  34. 

GftEAT-SPOTTED  WoODTBCKBR.   Br.  ZqqI.  V°  8$. 
*  P. 
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P.   Meditrs-    Lm.  176. 

JLe  Pic  wie*.  Picas  varius.    Briff.  4.  38. 

MlDDLI-SPOTTED    WOODPECKER.      Br.    ZooL    N°    86. 
t.  37. 

P.   Minor.     Lin.  176. 

X^e  petit  Pic  varic.     P.  varius  minor.     Briff.  4.  41. 
Least-spotted  Woodpecker,      ^r.    Zoo/.    NJ  87. 
t.  37. 

P.  Tridaftylus.     tin.  177. 

Three-toed  Woodpecker.    Edit*,  t.  114.    A»„  ^rtf. 
ZooL  p.  275.     Latham,  1.  p.  600. 

Very  common  in  the  mountainous  part  of  the  canton 
of  Berne. 

Sitta.    Lin.  177.     Nuthatch. 

S.  Europaea.    Un.  177. 

Le  Torche-pot.   Sitta,  f.  Picus  cinereus.     Brijf.  3.  588. 

t.  28.  f.  3. 
The  Nuthatch.    Br.  ZooL  N*  89.  t.  38. 

Alcbbo.    Li*,  p.  178.    Kingfisher. 

A.  Ifpida.     Lin.  178. 

Le  Martin  Pefcheur.  Ifpida.    2?n^  4.471. 
Kingfisher.     £r.  Zoo/.  N°88.  t.  38. 

Frequent    in    Switzerland,    particularly   about  fidi- 
ponds. 

MbrOps.    Lin.  182.    Bee-eater. 

M.  Apiafter.     Lin.  182. 

Le  Guafpier.  Apiafter.     Briff".  4.  532* 
Bee-eater.    Latham,  1.  p.  667. 

Certhia.    Lin.  184*    Creeper. 

C  Familiaris.     Lin.  184. 

JLe  Grimpereau.  Certhia.    Brijf.  3.  603. 
The  Creeper.     Br.  ZooL  N°9i.  t.  39. 

C.  Muraria.     Lin.  184. 

Le  Grimpereau  de  muraille,    C.  muralis.    Brif  3.  607. 
t.  30.  t.  1. 

•  Wall- 


47*  Fatmula  Helvetica. 

Wall-creeper.    Latham,  i.  730.    £<fo.  t.  361. 
Common,  in  fiimmer,  on  the  mountains;  u  winter, 
about  towns  and  villages. 

Ufvfa.    Lm.  183,    Hoopie. 

U.  Epow.     Li*.  18  v 

La  Hupe,   ou  Puput,     Upapa.     Brjf.  2.  455.  t  43* 

f.  1. 
The  Hoopeb.     £r.  Zoo/.  N°  90.  t.  39. 

Common  in  the  fummer. 
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Anas.    Un.  194.    Duck. 

A.  Cygnutferus.     Lin.  194. 

La  Cygne  fauvage.  C.  ferus.    Brjf.  6.  292.  t>  28. 
Wild  Swan.     Br.  Zool  N°  264. 
Vifita  Switzerland  only  in  very  revere  winters. 

A.  Ankrferui.     Lin.  107. 

L'oye  Sauvage.  Anfer  fylveftris:    Brjf.  6.  265. 
Grey  Lag  Goose.     Br.  Zool.   N°  z66.  Latham.  3. 

459- 

A.  Clypcata.    Lin,  200. 

_*  Souchet.  A.  Clypeai  ^ . 

The  Shove ler.    Br.  Zool  N°  280, 


Le  Souchet.  A.  Clypeata.    Brjf.  6.  329.  t.  32.  f.  1. 
TheSHOVELER.    A    " 

A.  Strepera.     Lin.  200.  t 

LeChipau.  A.  Strepera.    Brjf  6.  339.  t.  33.  f.  x. 
The  Godwall.    Br.  Zool.  N°  288. 

A.  Clangula.     Lin.  20 1  • 

Le  Ganot.  A.  Clangula.     Brjf.  6.  416,  t.  37.  f.  2. 
Golden-bye  Duck.    Br.  Z00L  N°  276. 

A.  Acuta.    Lin.  2C>2. 

Le  Canard  d  longue  queue.    A.  Longicanda.    Brjf.  6. 

369    t.  54.  f,  1.  2. 
Pihiail  L  uck.    2?r.  Z00L  N°  28a. 

A.  Fcrina. 
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A.  Ferina.     Lin.  p.  203. 

Le  Milloain.  Penelope.    Brif.  6.  334.  t.  33.  f. '  1. 
The  Pochard.     Br.  Zool.  N°  284. 

A.  Penelops.     Un.  202* 

Le  Canard  fiffleur.  A.  fiftuhris.  Brif.  6.  391.  t,   35. 

f.  2. 
The  Wigkon-     J?r.  Z<w/.  N°  286. 

A.  Fiftularis  criflata. 

Le  Canard  fiffleur  hupe.     Brif  6.   398.  PL  Enlunu  N° 

NJ  928. 
Red-crested  Duck.  ,  Latham.  3.  544. 

A.  Querquedula.     Z.m.  203. 

La  Sarcellc.     Querquedula.     Briff.  6.  427.  t,  39.  (.  u  2. 
The  Garganey.   A\  Z<w/.  N".  289.  t.  101. 

A.  Crecca.     Lin.  204. 

La  Petite  Sarcelle.    Querquedula  Minor.    Briff.  6»  436. 

t.  40.  f.  i. 
The  Teal.    A-.  Z<w/.  N°,  290. 

A.  Bofchas.     Lin.  288. 

Le  Canard  Sauvage.  A.  fera.    Brif.  6.  318. 
The  Mallard.    Br.  Zool.  N\  274. 

A*  Fuligula.     Un.  207, 

Le  Petit  Morillon.  Glaucium  Minus.     Brif.  411.  t*  37. 

f.  1. 
Tufted  Duck,    Br.  Zool.  N°.  274. 

Mbrgus.    Un.  207.    Merganser. 

M.  Merganfer.     Lin.  208. 

L'Harle.  Merganfer*    Briff.  6.  zy.  t.  22. 
The  Gooseandbr.     Br.  Zool.  N°  260.  t  92. 

M.  Serrator.    Lin.  208. 
•     L'Harle  hupe\  M.  criftatus.     Briff.  6.  237.  t.  23. 

Red-breasted  Merganser.      Br.    Zool.    N°.    261. 
t.93. 

M.  Caftor.    Un.  209. 

Le  Bievre,  ou  ie  Harle  cendrle.  M.  cinereus.  Briff.  6. 

254.  t>  25. 
Duh  Diver,  variety  A.    Latham.  3.  421. 

M.A1- 
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M,  Albellus.     Un%  209. 

La    Fiette,    ou   Le    Petit    Harle  hupe\    M.    criftatw 

Minor,     BriJ.  6. 243.  t.  2+,  f.  1,2. 
The  Smew.     Br.  Zool.  N«\  262. 

The  M.  Minutaa  Un.  is  the  female  Smew. 

PlLECAKUI      Un.  215.      PELICAH. 

P.*OnocrataIus.     Un.  215. 

Le  Pelican.  Onocratalus.     #r^!  6.  519. 

Grfat  White  Pelican.     Latham.    3.  575.  JV*  ^rff. 

Zoo/,  p.  578.  .E</w.  t.  92. 
This  bird  rarely  vifits  Switzerland. 

P.  Carbo.     Lin.  216. 

Le  Cormorant.  Phalacrocorax.     Brig.  6.  511.  t.  45. 
The  Cormorant*     Br.  Zool.  N°.  291. 

P.  •Gracnlus.     Un.  217. 

Le  Petit  Cormoran.  Phalacrocorax  Minor.     BriJ.  6.  316. 
The  Shao.     Br.  Zool.  N°.  292.  t.  102. 

COLYMBUS.       ZrM.    220.        DlTlft. 

C.  Immer.     Un.  222. 

Le  grand  Plongeon.  Mergus  Major.     BriJ.  6.  ioj.  1 10. 

The  Imber  Diter.     £r.  Zoo/.  N°  238.  t.  84. 
Sometimes  feen  in  the  winter  Seafon. 

C  Mergus  Minor.     Le  Petit.  Plongeon.     Brig.  6*.  108.  t. 
10.  f.  2. 
Speckled  Diver.      Br.    Zool.  N°  239.     Latham.  $ 
343- 
C.  *Arclicns.     Lin.  22\. 

Le  Plongeon    a   gorge  noire.      Mergus  gutture  NigiOi 

Briff.6\$. 
Black-throated  Diter.     J5r,  Zool.  NQ  241.  t,  85. 
Latham.  3.  p.  341.— Very  rare. 

C.  Crifratus.     Lin.  221. 

La  Grebe  cornue.  Colymbua  cornutus.     BrW.  6.  45.  t. 

Gr rat-crested  Grebe.     Br.  Zool.  N*  22> 

C  Auritui 
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C.  Auritus  «.    Un.  222. 

La  Petite  Grebe  cornue'.   C.  cornitus  Minor.    JBrif,  6. 

50. 
Eared  Dobchick.    Br.  Zoo!.  N°  224.  t.  79. 

Le  Grebe  d  tfclavonie.  /7.  Enlum.  t.  404.  2.  Latham* 
3.  p.  288. 

Aurittis  j§.  La  Grebe  a  OreiUes.  C.  auritus.    i?n^*.  6.  54, 
Eared  Grebe.     Latham.  3.  285: 

This  appears  to  be  a  different  fpecies  from  the  Jurt- 

ttu  «. 

Auritus  y.  La- Grebe  de  Riviere.  C.  flmviatilis.     Briff.6t 

59- 

This  bird  has  ftill  more  the  appearance  of  a  different 
fpecies. 

C.  Urinator.     Lin.  223. 

La  Grebe.  Colymbus.     BriJT.  6.  34.  t.  3.  f.  il 
Tipfit  Grebb.    Br.  Zool.  N*  222.  t.  $8. 

C.  Giifens.  La  Grebe  *  joues  grlfts,  ou  le  Jongris.    Buff. 
Oif,  8.  242.  /V.  Enlum.  93 f . 
Red-necked  Grebe.  ^rfl.  Z00L  p.  499.  C.  &gy/.  p.  69* 
Latham.  3.  288. 

C.  Minor.  La  Petit  Grebe.  £*#".  6.  p.  $6. 
Grebion  a  yeux  rouges r  iV.  Enlum.  942. 
Dusky  Grebe.    N°225.  Latham.  3. p. 286. 

L  a  r  u  s.    Lin.  224.    Gull. 

L.  Trida&ylus.     Lin.  224. 

La  M<fae*e  4'Hfeer.  *Gavia  hyberna.    Brif.  6.  189. 
Winter  Mew.    Latham.  3. 384. 

L.  Can  us.     Zin.  224. 

La  Mouettf  cendre*e.  Gam  cinerea.    Briff.  6. 175. t. 16. 

f.  1. 
Common  Gull.    ^r.  Zool.  N°  249.  t.  89* 

L.  Cinerarius.     Zm.  224. 

La  Petite  Mouette  cendrce.    Brjff.  6. 1 78. 1. 17.  f.  I. 
Red-legged  Gull.     Latham.  3.  p.  381.  Br.  Zool. 
Variety,  p.  542. 

L.  Fufcos. 
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h.  Fofcnt.    Lm.  225. 

Le  Goeland  grit.  L.  grifeas.     Briffl  d.*  16*. 
Herring  Gull.    Br.  Z00L  N°  246.  t.  88* 

L.  Atricilla.    ZJw.  22C. 

La  Moutte  rieufe.  6am  ridibunda.    Briff.  6.  192.  1. 18. 

f.  1. 
Laughing  Gull.  Catefo.  1. 1.  89.  Latham.  383.  ?m. 
^r5,  ZW.  p.  528. 

L.  Parafiticas.     liw.  226. 

Le  Stercoraire.  Scereorarias  longicandatus.    £rj£  6.  p, 

15c.*  p.  150. 

Arctic  Gull.     Lath**.  3.  p.  389.     JBr.  Z00L  IP245,     ~ 
t.  87. 

This  appears  only  in  winter. 

L,  Varins,  five  Skua.  LeGoiland  mil,  ou  leGri&rd.  Brjf. 
6. 167. 1. 15.  bona. 
Wagrl  Gull.    Latham.  3.  375-    Br.  Zoo/.  N#  247. 

L.  Cinercas  minor*  reftrictbns  albis,  remigjbus  omnibus  ciae* 
reis,  apice  albis.  L.  cinereot  minor,  len  fccundus. 
jUdrovand.  iii.  p.  35. 

Sterna.    Lin.  227.    Tem. 

S.  Hirundo,    Lm.  227. 

La  grandc  Hirondelle  de  mer.  Sterna  major.  Bnf.  6. 203. 
t.  19.  f.  1. 
*  Great  Tern.    Br.  ZqoI.  N°  254.  t.  90. 

S.   Fiffipes.    Lin.  228. 

L'Hirondelle  de  mer  noire,  ou  Le  Epoimntail.  S.  nigra. 

Brjf.  6.  211.  t.  20.  f.  i. 
Black  Tern.     Br.  Zeoi.  N°  25$. 

ft.  Nrvia.    Z#».  228. 

L'Hirondelle  de  mer  tachettle.  S.  naevia.    Brif.fi.  216. 

t.  20.  f.  2. 
Sandwich  Tern.  Variety  A.  Latham,  p.  358 ? 
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OrdoIV.    GRALLJE.    Waders. 

• 

Platalba..   Lin.  231.    Spoonbill. 

P.  Leucorodia.     Un.  231. 

La  Spatule.  Platea.    Brjff.  5.  352. 
Spoonbill.     Br.  Zool.  2.  App.  634.  t.  9. 
Now  and  then  feen  in  the  marines. 


Ardea.    Un.  233.    Crane. 

A.  Grus.     Un.  234. 

La  Grue.  Grus.     BriJ.  5.  374.  t.  33. 
The  Crane.     Br.  Zool.  Apf.  629.  t.  6. 
Only  feen  in  the  fpring  in  its  migration, 

A.  Ciconia.    Un.  235. 

La  Cigogne  Blanche.  Ciconia  alba..   BriJ.  5.  365.  t.  33,, 
The  Stork.     Latham.  3.  47.  Pen.  ArQ.  Zool.  p.  455. 
Common  in  the  marines  and  low  grounds.  ' 

A.  Nigra.    Un.  235. 

La  Cigogne  Brune.  Ciconia  fufca.    Brj/J.  5.  362.  t.  31. 
Black  Stork.     Latham.  3.  p.  50.  ArQ.  Zool.  p.  456. 
Lefs  common  than  the  foregoing. 

A.  Nycticorax.     Un.  23/ 

Le  Bihorean.  Nycticorax.     LriJ.  5.  493.  t.  39. 
Ash-coloured  Crane,  or,  Night  Raven,  male.    La* 
tham.  3.  52.  ArS.  Zool.  p.  450. 

A.  Purpurea.    Un.  236. 

Le  Heron  pourprc  hupe.  A.  crlflata  purpurafcens.    $riff* 

5.  t.  36.  f.  2. 
Crested  Purple  Heron.     Latham.  3.  p.  95. 

A«  Major.     Lin.  2^6. 

Le  Heron  hupe\  A.  criftata.     BriJ'.  5.  396.  t.  3J. 
Common  Heron,  male.    Latham.  3.  83.     Br.  Zool.  Jj9 
173.1.61. 

A.  Cinerea.    Lin.  236. 

Le  Heron.  Ardea.  Brijf.  5.  392.  t.  34.  et  Le  Heron  cen- 
drce.  p.  403. 

Common 
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Common  Hsrow,  female.  Latham,  ib.  Br.  Zool.  ib. 
Very  common  in  Switzerland. 

A.  Garzetta.    Lin.  237. 

L' Aigrette.  Egretta.  Brif.  5 .  43 1 . 

The  Little  Egret.  Br.  Zool.  a.  jfff.  p.  631.  t.  7, 
Latham.  3.  90. 

A.  SteOaris.    Lin.  239. 

Le  Bator.  Botamnis.    Brif.  c.  444.  t.  37.  f.  t. 
The  Bittern.    Br. Zool.  N»  174. 

A.  ADw.    £111. 239. 

Le  Heron  Blanc.  A.  Candida.     Brif.  5.  428. 
White  Heron.    Br.  Zool.  N°  175. 
Very  rarely  feen. 

A.  Minou  M.     Lin.  240. 

Le  Blongios.  Ardcola.    Brif.  497.  t.  40.  f.  1. 
Little  Bitter*.    Br.  Zool.  2.  ^y.  633.  t.  8. 
Common. 

A.  Grifea.    Lm.  239. 

Le  Heron  gris.  A.  grifca.    Brif.  $.  412.  t.  36.  f.  1* 
Ash-colour  id  Crane,  or  Night  Karen,  female.    £*• 
thorn.  3.53. 

A.  Huppe*  de-Mahon.    JV.  £*&«.  t.  348, 
*       Mahon  Heron. 

Tantalus.    £01.240.    Ibis. 

T.  Falcinellat.    Lm.  241. 

Le  Courly  ?erd.  Numenius  riridis.    Brif.  5.  326.  t,  37. 

f.  2. 
Bay  Ibis.     Latham.  3.  213.  ArS,  Zool.  p.  46b. 

A  few  of  thefe  birds  are  feen  erery  year  in  Switzer* 
land. 

Scolopax.    Lm.  242.    Coiliw. 

8.  Arquata.    Lm.  242. 

Le  Courly.  Numenius.     Brif.  5 .  3 1 1 . 
The  Curlew.    Br.  Zool.  N*  176.  t.  63. 

S.  Phcopns.    Un.  243. 

Demi  Courly.  Le  Petit  Courly,  ou  Ic  Corlieu.    Brif.  J. 

3f7-  *•  37-  f-  •  •  Numenius  minor. 
The  Whimbril.    Br.  Zool.  N°  177.  t.  64. 

S.Ruffi- 
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S.    RufHcola.    Lin.  243. 

Li  BeccaiTe.  Scolopax.    Brijf.  5.  293k 
Woodcock.    j&V.  Z00L  N°  178  t.  65. 
It  breeds  in  the  Alpine  mountains. 

S.    Gallinago.     Z«.  244. 

La  Beccaline.  Gallinago.    Brijf  5.  298.  t  26.  £  1. 
Common  Snip*.    Br.  Zool.  N°  187.  t.  68. 

S.    Gallinula.     Lin.  244. 

La  Petite  Beccafine.  Gallinago  minor.   Brif.  5. 303.  t.  26. 

i.  2* 
Jack  Snipe.    £r.  2W.  N°  189.  t.  68. 

S.    Glottis.     L/n.  245. 

tdgrande  Barge  grife.  Limo&  grifea  major.    Brifflc.  273. 
t.  24.  £  2.  *     ' J 

Green  Shank.    £r.  Z00A  N°  183. 

8*    Limofa.     tin.  24c. 

Le  Barge.  Limoia.    AVt^  5.  262. 
Lesse  a  Godwit.    Br.  Z00L  N°  182. 

S.   Totanns.  Zin.  24c. 

La  Barge  grifc.  limofa  grifea.    Briffi  5.  26%  t.  23.  £  i. 
Spotted  Snipe.  Latham.  3.  148.  J*r.  ZW.  N°  186. 

S.    Calidris.    £*«.  245. 

Le  Chevalier.  Totanus.    Briffi  5.  188.  t,  17.  f.  1. 
Red  Shank.    Br.  Zool.  N°  184.  t.  65. 

S.   Fufca.    Lin.  243  ? 

La  Barge  brune.  Ljmofa  fufca.    Brijf.  276.  t.  23.  f.  2. 
Dusky  Snipe.    Latham.  3.  155,  Ara.  Zool  p.  471  ? 

T  a  1  n  g  a.    U.  247.    Sandpifbk. 

T.  Pngnax.    Ii*.  247. 

Le  Comhattant,  ou,  Paon  de  Mers.  Piignax.    Brijf.  c.  a. 
240- 1.  22.  £  1. 2.  r" 

The  Rupfb.     Br.  Zool.  N°  192.  t.  69. 

T.  Vanellus.    Lin.  248. 


vanejius.    j-in.  240. 

Le  Vanneau.  Vaoellus.     Brijf.  5 .  94.  t,  8.  f.  i. 

The  Lapwing.    Br.  Zool.  N°  190. 


T.  U- 
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T.  Interpret.    Im.  248. 

Le  Coulon  chaad.  Arenaria.    Brif.  5. 132. 

Hbbridal  Sandpiper.    Br.  Zoo/.  N°  200  FI.Sc*.  1 3. 

T.  MorindJa.     Lin.  249. 

Le  Coulon-chand  cendr£.  Arenaria  cinerea.    Brif.  5. 137. 

t.  11.  f.  2. 
The  Turnstone.    Br.  Zool.  N°  199, 

T.  Lobata.    Ziw.  249. 

Le  Pbalarope.  Phalaropus.    Brif.  6.  p.  12.  ' 
Grey  Phalarope.    Latham.  3.  272.  Br.  Zoo!.  N°  218. 
t.  86. 

T.  Alpina.    Lin.  349. 

L'Alouette  de  Mer  i  Collier.  Cioclos  torquatus.    £n£  5. 

216. 1. 19.  f.  2. 
The  Dunlin.    Br.  Zoo!.  N°  205.  Latham.  3. 185. 

T.  Cinclus.    Lin.  251. 

L'Alouette  de  Mer.  Cinclus.    ifc^!  5. 21 1. 1. 19.  f.  1. 
The  Purri.    Hr.  Zoo!.  N°  206.  t.  71. 

T.  Helvetica.    Un.  tfo. 

LeVanneaudeSuifle.  VaneUus  Herpetics*.    Jr^.j.iofi. 

t.  10.  f.  1. 
Swiss  Sandpiper.    Ar8.  Zoo!,  p.  A78. 
It  is  not  common  in  Switzerland. 

T.  OcTophus.    Lin.  250. 

Le  BeccafTeau,  ou  Cul  blanc.  Tringa.     Brif.  5.  177.  t. 

16.  f.  1. 
Green  Sandpiper.     Br.  Zoo!.  N°aoi. 

T.  Hypoleucos.     Lin.  250. 

I-a  Gutgnette.  Guloetu.     Brif.  5.  183.  t.  16.  £  2. 
Common  Sandpiper.     Br.  Zoo!.  N°  204. 

T.  Arenaria.     Un.  25 1 . 
.  La  Petite  Maubeuche  grife.  Calidris  grifea  minor.    Brif. 
5.  236.  t.  20.  f.  2. 
Sandkelinc  Plover.     Lot  km.  3.  p.  197.  Br.  Zed.  N° 
212.1.73. 

T.  Calidris. 
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T.  Caiidris.    Lm.  252. 

La  Maubeche.  Caiidris.    Brijf.  5.  226.  t.  20.  f.  1. 
Dusky  Snipe.    Latham.  3.  174. 

T.  Caiidris  grifca.  La  Maubeche  grife.    Briff.  5.  233.  t.  21. 
f.  2.  PL  Enlum.  366. 
Grislid  Sandpiper.    Latham.  3.  175. 

T.  Cinclus  Minor.  La  Petite  Alouette  de  Mer.  A.    Brijf.  3. 

Zlf. 

A  variety  of  the  T.  Cinclus.  Lin.  or  Purre  (^r.  Zoo!. 
N°  106.)  called  in  Switzerland  Gullet. 

T.  Striata*    tin.  248, 

l*e  Chevalier  raye\  Totanus  ftriatus.  Brijf.  5.  196.  t.  18. 

f.  I. 

Striated  Saw  dpi  per.  ArQ.  Z00L  p.  472.  Latham.  3. 
176. 

T.  Squatarola.    I#«.  252. 

JLe  Vanneau  gris.  Vanelhis  grifeus*    Brijf.  5 r  100.  t.  9. 

f.  1. 
Gr£Y  Ploubr,  Br.  Zool.  N°  191. 

Charadriui.    Xfii. ^53.    Plover. 

C  Hiaricula.    £in.  253. 

Lc  petit  Pluvier  *  Collier.  Pluvialis  torquata.  -ffrjj^  5.  63. 

t.  5.  f.  2. 
Ringed  Plover.    Br.  Zoo/.  N°  211. 

C.  •Morinellos.    Lm.  254. 

Le  Guignard.  Morineilus.    Brijf.  5.  54.  t.  4.  f.  2. 
The  Dotterel  Plover.  Br.  Zool.  N°  210.  t.  73. 

C  Apricarius.    Lin.  254* 

JLe  Pluvier  dore  a  ventre  noir.   Pluvialis  aurea  Preti  Hud- 

fonis.    Brif  5.  51, 
Alwargrim   Plover.    Jir8.  Zool.  p.  483.  Latham*  3, 
p.  198.  Spotted  P.  Edw.  t  140. 

C.  Pluvialis*    Lin.  254. 

Lc  Pluvier  dore.  P.  aurea.    Briff.  5.  43.  t.  4.  f.  1.     . 
Goldem  Plover.    Br.  Zool.  N°  208.  t.  72. 

*  C.  Oedic- 
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C  Oedicnerans.     Lin.  255. 

Lc  grand  Pluvier,  ou  Courly  de  Terre  Pluvialis  Major. 

Brt/f  5.  77.  t.  7.  f.  I. 
Thick-kneed  Bustard.    Br.  Zool.  N°  too. 

C  Himantopus.  ,  Lin.  2$%. 

L'fcxhaffc.  Himantopus.    Briffi  $.  33.  t.  3.  £  1. 
Long-legged  Plover,  -fir.  Zool.  N°  209.  /7.  &tf.  3$. 

Rarely  feen  in  Switzerland. 

C.  Pluvialis  Morinellus  flavefcens.   Gerini  omithol.  a  Florence. 
t.  474.  Cou'mte.  PL  Enlunu  79c. 
Cream-coloured  Plover.     Latham*  3.  217. 
Very  rare.  , 

Recurvirostra.    Lin.  256.     At o set. 
« 
R.  Arocetta.     Lin.  256. 

L'Arocette.  Avocetta.     Brjfi  6.  538.  t.  47.  f.  2. 
Scoofing  Atoset.     J?r.  Zoo/.  N°  228.  t.  80. 

Hjematopus.    Lin.  257.    Oyster-catcher. 

H.  Oftralegus.     Lin.  157. 

L'Huitrier>  on  Pic  marine.  Oftralega.  Briffi  5.  38.  t,  3. 

f.   2* 

Pied  Oyster-catcher.  Br.  Zool.  N°.  213.  t.  74. 

Fulica.    £/«.     257.    Coot. 

F.  Fufca.    liii.  257. 

La  Petite   Poule   d'Eau.     Gallinula    Minor.    Brjf,  6. 

p.  6. 
Brown  Gallinule.     Latham.  3.  260. 

F.  Atnu     Lin.  257. 

La  Foulque*.  ou  Morelle.    Briff.  6.  23.  t*  2.  f.  1. 
Common  Coot.     Br.  Zool.  N°  220.  t.  77. 

F.  •Aterrima.     Lin.  258.  •      ' 

La  grande  Foulque,  on  la  Macroule.  F.  Major.  Mrlf.  3. 

28.  t.  2.  f.  2. 
Great  Coot.    Br.  Zool.  N^  221. 

F.  Chloropus. 
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F.  Chloropus.    Lin.  258. 

La  Poole  d'Ean.   Gallinula.    Brif  6.  p.  3.  t.  1.  £  1.  2. 
Common  Gallinule,  or  Water  Hen.    Br.  Zool.  N* 
217.  t.  77. 

Rallvi.    £m.  261 .    Rail. 

R.  Crex.    Zin.  a6i. 

Le  Roi  de  Caille.    Rallas  Geniftarum*  f.   Orcygometnu 

Brif,   5.  159.  t.  13.  £2. 
The  Crake  Gallinule.    Br%  Zool.  N#  216.  t,  85. 

R.  Aqaatictts.     Lin.  262* 

Le  Rofle  d'Eau.  Rallus  aquaticus.    Brjf.  5.  151.  t>  12. 

£  2. 
Water  Rail.    2fc\  Zoo/.  N°  214.  t.  75. 

R.  Porzana.     Lin.  262. 

La    Marouette.    Rallas    aquaticus  minor.   £  Maruetta. 

Brif.  $.  155.  t.  43.  £  2. 
Spotted  Gallinule.    Br.  Zool.  N°  2 1$.     • 

Glarbola.     jEW^!  V.  p.   141.   Genus   73. 
Pratincole. 

G.  Pratincok.  La  Perdrix  de  Met.  Glared*.    Brjf  5.  141. 
t.  12.  £  1* 
Hirundo  Pratincola.    Lin.  345. 
Austrian  Pratincole    Latham.  3.  p.  222.  t.  %$. 

Otis.    Lin.  264.    Bustard.  v 

(X  T«*da.     Lot.  264. 

L'Outarde.  Otis.    Briff.  5.  18.  Hi*,  t.  73.  74. 
Great  Bustard.     Br.  Zool.  Nw  98.  t.  44. 
Sometimes  vifits  Switzerland  in  winter. 
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Or  do  V.    GALLINJE.    GaiXinacsous* 

Tetuo.    Zm.  373. 

T.  Urogallns.    Zi».  273. 

Le  grand  Coque  de  Bruyeres,  Urogallus  Major.    Jfcj£  1. 

182. 
Wood  Grous.    Br.  Z00L  N°9«.  t.  40. 41. 

T.  Tetrix.    Lin.  274. 

Le- petit  Coque  de  Bruyeres,   i  queue  fortaue.     Brif 

1.  1S6. 
Black  Game,  or  Grous.    Br.  Zooh  N°  93.  t.  4a. 

T.  Lagopus.    Zrm.  274. 

Le  Perdrix  de  Niege.  La  Gelinotte  blanche.  Lagopuf. 

Brif.  1.  216. 
Ptarmigan.    Br.  Zool.  N',95. 

T.  Boaafia.     Lin.  275. 

La  Gelinocte.  Bonafa.     Brif.  i.  191, 

Has  el  Grous.    Latham.  2.  744.    jftB.  Zool.  p.  317. 

T.*Attagen.  La  Gelinotte  hupp£e.     Brif.  1.  209. 
Red  G&ouj.    Lrffita*.  2.  746.     Br.  Zoo/.W  94. 

T.  Rufos.    Zfii.  276. 

La  Baitavelle.  Perdix  grgca.    Brif.  1.  24J*  t.  23.  f.  u 
Gre£k  Partridge.    Latham.  2.  767. 
Frequent  in  alpine  fituations. 

T.  Perdix  rubra.  La  Perdrix  rouge.     Brif.  1.  236. 
•    Guernsey  Partridge.    Latham.  2.  768. 
An  ?  Varietas  rufx,  quacrit  Lknnaus. 

T.  Perdix.     Lin.  276. 

Perdrix  grife.  Cinerea.     Briff.  i.  219- 
Common  Partridge.     Br  Zool.  NP  274. 

T.  Coturnix.     Lin.  278. 

La  Caille.  Coturnix,    Brif.  1.  247. 
The  Quail.     Br.  Zool  Br.  Zool.  N°  97. 

'  O101 
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OfcDO   VL    PASSERES.    Passerine. 

Columba.    U*.  279,    Pioiov. 

C.  Oenas.    Li*.  279. 

Le  Pigeon  Sauvage.  Oenas  f.  Vinago.  Brif.  1.  86. 
Commoii  Wild  Pigbov.    Br.  ZoJ.  N°  iot.  t.  45. 

C.  Palumbus.     Lin.  282. 

Le  Pigeon  rainier.  Palumbui.     Brif.  1.  89* 
.  Riko  Dot  a.    2r>.  Zoo/1  N°  roa. 

C  Turtur.     Un.  284. 

La  Tourteretle.  Turtur.    Brif  1.  9* 
TvnTLE  Dove.    Latham.  2.  644. 

A l  a  u b a.    I*.  287.    Laik. 

A.  Anrenfis,    Lin.  287. 

L'Alouette.  Aland*.    Brif  3.  3J5.  * 
Sky-La  ak.    Br.  Zm/«  tf°  136.  t.  35* 

A.  Pratenfis.    Li*.  287. 
L'Alouette  de  pre*.    Forloufe.   A.  Pratenfis,    Brif  j, 

343* 
Tit-Laic.    J7r.  Zoo/.  N°  138. 

A-  Arborea.    £m.  287. 

L'Alouette  de  Bois.  A.  arborea.    Brif.  $.  34a  t.  so* 

f.  1. 
Wood- La  a  a.    Jfrr.  Zooh  N°  137. 

A.  Campeftris.    Lin.  288. 
v  Alouette  de  Champa.  A  campeftris.    if r^  3.  J49. 
Meadow  Lark.    Br.  Zool.  N°  378.  , 

A.*Criftata  ?  Lin.  288. 

L'Alouette  hup*e  on  le  Cochevis.    A.   criftat*.    £rfj£ 

3- 357* 

CataTiD  Lark.    L&bsm*  2.  389^ 


l  i  *  A.  TH- 
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A.  Trivialis.     Lin.  a  88. 

L'Alouette  de  Boifon.  A*,  JepUria.    Brig.  3.  347. 
Grasshopper  Lark*     Br.  Zoo/.  N°  156*  hue  JpediL 

A^  Curruca    grifea    nxria.    Xa    Fauvette    grife    tachettee. 
Brig.  Suffi.  1 12  t.  5.  f.  a. 
Alauda  minima  Locum  voce.  Locuftdla.   D.  Johnfoa. 
Rait.  Av.  p.  7a  N°  7.    Latham*  2. 429. 

.   Stuinus.    lift.  290.    Starling. 

S.  Vulgaris.     Lin.  290. 

L'Etourneau.  Sturnus.     Brig.  2.4$$. 
The  Starling,     -fir.  Zoo/.  N*  104.  t.  46. 

$,  Ctnclus.     Lin.  290. 

Le  Merle  d'eau,  ou  Merle  aquatique.   Meruit,  aqattia. 

Brig.  5.252. 
Water  Ousel.     Jr.  Zool.  N°  in. 
Very  common. 

Tvrdus.    Lin.  291.    Thrush. 

T,  VifciTonis.     /in.  291. 

La  grofle  Grive.  T.  Major.     Ifaj^  2.  200. 
Missel  Thrush.    Br.  Zool.  tf*ic>5. 

T.  Pilaris*     Lm.   291. 

La  Litorne  ou  Tourdelle.   Pilaris,  f.  Turdjila.    Brig.  2. 

214. 
The  -Field  Far  e  .    Br.  Zool  N°  106. 

Tr  Itiacus.     Lin,  292. 

Lc  Mauvis.T.  Iliacus.     Brig.  2.  208.  t.  20.  f.  1. 
Red-winged  Thrush.    Br.  Zool.  N°  108. 

T.  Mufieus.    Un.  %yi. 

La  petite  Grive.- T.  Minor.     Brig.  2.  205. 
The  Throstle.    Br.  Zool.  N°  107. 

T.  Saxatilis.     Lin.  294. 

Le  Merle  de  Roche,  ou  Moinean  foUtaire,  of  the  Swtfs. 
BrifTon's  bird  is  the  fame  with  the  Lanius  iofauftus. 
Lin.  138. 
R#ck  Shrike.    Latham,  1.  176.— Rare. 

T.*R0fei» 
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T.*  Rolens.     Lin.  294. 

Merle  couleur  de  Roie.    Merula  rofea.  Brt/f.  2.  250. 
Rose-Coloured  Ousel.    Latham,  2.  50.  Br.  Zoo!,  a* 
App.  627.  t.  5. — Very  rare. 

T,  Merula.    Un.  29  c. 
«       Le  Merle.  Merula.     Brijf  2.  227. 

Black  Bird.     Br.Zool.N0  109.  t.  47. 

T.  Torquatus.     Lin.  296. 

Le  Merle  a  collier.  M.  torquata.     Brijf.  a«  235. 
Ring  Ousel.     Br.  Z00L  N°  100.  t.  46* 
Common  on  the  mountains. 

T.*Aruodinaceus.     Lin.  296. 

La   RouiTerolle,     ou    Roqcherolle.      T.     amndinaceus: 

Brijf.  2.  219.  t.  22.  f.  1. 
Reed  Thrush.     Laiham.  2.  32. 

Ampelis.    Lm.  297.    Chatterer. 

A*  Garrulus.    Lin.  297. 

Le  Jafleur  de  Boheme.    Bombkilla  bohemica,   Brif.  j, 

333. 
Waxen  Chatterer.    Br.  Zoo?.  N*  112.  t.  48. 

Very  common  at  uncertain  periods. 

Loxia.    liif.  299.    Grossbeak. 

L.  Curriroftra.    Lin.  290. 

Le  Bee  croiffc,  Loxia*     Brif.  3.  329.  t.  17.  f.  3. 
Cross-billed  Grossbeak.    Br.  Zopl.  N°  115.  t.  49. 

L,  Coccothrauftes,     £111.  299. 

Le  Gro(bec.  Coccotbrauftes.     2W^  3.  219. 
Haw  Grossbeak.    Br,  Z00L  N*  113. 

L,  Pyrhula,     Lm.  300. 

Le  Bouvreuil.  Pyrrhula,     Arft  3.  308. 
The  Bull-Fimch.    Br.  Z00LH0  1 16. 

Le  Chloris.    £m.  404. 

Le-wdier.  Chloris.     Brif.  3.  190. 
Grbbh  Gross-beak,    Br.  ZoqI.  N°  1 17. 


Em 


be- 


4 W  Famkl*  Mmmm. 

Emibrua*    £■.  j«8.  #  Bunting. 

E.  Miliaria,    lis.  308. 

Le  Proyer.  Cynchramns.    Brjf.  3-  192. 
Common  Bunting.    Br.  Zool.  N°  1 18. 


E.*Hoftalantis.    jfr.  309. 

L'OrtoJan.  Hortulanus.    Jfrj^J  3.  269. 

The  Ortolan.  Latham.  2.  166.  ArB.  Zool.  pt  369. 


E*  Chrinella.    Zi*.  310. 

Le  Bruant.  CitrtoeJla.    Briff.  3.  ic8. 
XBtLOw  Bunting*    ilr.  2W.  N#  119.  t.  5a 


£.  Cia.    L'm.  310. 

Lc  Broant  de  pres.  E,prateniis.    -5/jC  3.  266. 
Mb  a  dow  Bunting,  or  Foolish  Bunting.    Latham* 
2.  191. 

E.  Cirlus.    Li*.  311. 

Lc  Bniast  dc  Haye.  E.  iepiaria.    J^rj^I  3.  263, 
Cirl  Bunting.    Latham.  2.  190. 

E.  Scheeniclus.    Xi«.  31 1. 

L'Ortolan  de  Rofeaux.  Hortulanus  Arundinaceto.  Brjf, 

3-  *74- 
Reed  Bunting.    Br.  Zool.  N°  120. 

Frjn<ulla.    /.».  317.    Chaffinch. 

F.  Celebs.     Un.  318. 

Le  Pincon.  FVingiMa.    Brjfc  3.  148. 
Common  Chaffinch.    Br.  Zool.  N°  125. 

'  F.  Montefringilla.    Lin.  318.. 

Le  Pinjon  d' Ardennes.    MonufriagiOa.    JBrif.  3.  15;* 
The  Beambling.    Br.  Zool.  N°  126. 

F.  Carduelis.    Un.  318. 

Lc  Chardonneret.  Cardudis. .  Btjf.  3.  53. 
The  Goldfinch.    Br..Zool..H0  124.. 

F.  Serious.    /in.  320. 

Le  Serin.  Serinus.     Brjff^y  I79. 
The  Serin  Finch.    Latham.  2.  296, 

F.  Cimnella. 
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F,  Citrinella.    Im.  3*0. 

Le  Serin  d'ttalie.  Serinus  Italicus.     Brtf.y  18ft. 
The Citril  Finch.     Latham. 2.297* 
Conygaon in  Switzerland* 

F.  Spinus.     Lin.  722. 

Le  Tarin*  Ligurinus.     Brtjf.  3.  65. 
The  Siskin.    Br^Zod.H0  129,  t.  53* 

F.  Cannabina.     £111.  322. 

La  grande   Linoite  de  Vignes.     Linaria   ruhtV  major. 

*nfiy*35- 

Red-headed  Linnet/    Br.Zool.  N°  138.  t,  54. 

,F.  Linaria.  LaLinocte.  linaria.    Brijf.  y  131. 

The  Linnet,  ^r.  Z00/.  N^ijo.  Latham.  2.  p.  JG2. 

F.  Linaria.     Zi«.  320. 

La  petite  Linotte  de  Vignes.   L.  rubra  minor. ,  £rjf.  3. 

r  1 38. 

Lesser    R«d«headed  Linnet,   or  Red-pole.    2?p\ 
ZW.  N°i32.  t.  54. 
F.*Linari&  minima.  Le  Cabaret.    Jlrif.  3.  142* 
The  Twite.    Latham  2.  307.  Br.  Zoof.  N°  133  ? 

F.  Petronia.     Im.  522. 

Le.Maiwau  de  Bail.  FafTer  fylveftris.    Bn/f.  3.  88.  t.  5. 

f.  1. 
Ring  Sparrow.  .JUfham.  2.  254. 

F.  Montana.    Lm.  324. 

JLeMoineaa  de  Monugne.    Pafler  Montana*.    Brjf.  3, 

79. 
-    .Trie  Sparrow.     Br.  Zooi.  N°  128.  t.  52. 

F.  Domeftica.     Im.  323. 

Le  Moineau.  P.  domefticus.    Brjf.  3.  72. 

The  House  Sparrow.    Br.  ZoqL  N"  127.  t.  51. 

F.  Nivalis.     Lin.  321. 

La  Niverolle.  Pafler  nivalis.  Brifi  $.  162.  t.  15.  f.  %. 
Snow  Finch.    Latham.  2.  264. 

Mu  SCI  CAP  A. 


4tt  FanmUa  Helvetica. 

Muscicapa.     Lin.  324*     FtT-CATCHEH. 

M.  Atricapilla.     £m.  326. 

Le  Gobc-mouche  ooir.  M.  nigra.     2fc^  2.  $81. 
Pied  Fly-catcher.  Br.  Zool.  N°  135. 
Very  common. 

Motacilla.    Lin.  318.    Warbler. 

14.  Lufcinia.    Zw.  318. 

Le  Roffignol.  £ufcima.    ifrj^  3.  ?97. 
Tbe  Nightingale,     ^r.  Zoo/.  NQ  145. 


M«  Modularis.     Lin.  tig. 

La  Fauvette  de  Haye,  on  Patie-bufe.  Curruca  fepuni, 

BnD  3-  394. 

Hedge  Sparrow.    Br.  Zool.  N°  150. 

M.  Curruca.    Z«u  jag. 

La  Fauvette  babtllarde.   Curruca  Garrula.    Brif.  3. 384. 
•      Babbling  Warbler*    Latham,  a.  417. 

M.  Hippolaw.    1m.  33a 

La  Fauvette.  Curruca.    Brjf.  3.  37*. 
Petty-chaps,    £r.  Zool.  Ng  149. 

M.  Salicaria.    Lm.  330. 

La  FauYctte  de  Kofeaux.    Curruca  Aruudinacea.    Brif. 

3-  378. 
Sedoe  Bird.    Br.  Zool.  N°  15$.  t.  52. 

M.  Sylvia.     Lin.  330. 

La  Fauvette  grife,   on  la  Grifette.    Curruca  cincrea  f. 

cineraria.     Brtff.  3.  376. 
White   Throat,     Br.  Zool.  NQ    160.      Latham.    2. 

428. 

M.  AJpina.  La  Fauvette  del  Alpes.   Buffo*.  PI.  Enlum.  668. 

Alpine  Warbler.     Latham.  2.  434. 

Frequent  on  the  higher  mountains,   and  Alpine  Gtu- 
atious. 

Irf.  Alba.     Lin.  331. 

La  Lavandiere.  Motacilla.    Brjfi  3.  461. 
White  Wagtail.    Br.  Z00I.N0  142.  t.  55. 


M.  Flava. 
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M.  Hm.    tin.  331. 

La  Bcrgeronette  du  Priotcms.    M.   Veroa.     Brif  3. 

468. 
Yellow  Wagtail.    Br.  Zooi.  N°  143.  t.  55. 

M.  Boaroku    Un.  Mont.  p.  527. 

La  Bergefonette  jaune.    M.  flara.    Brif.  3.  471.  t.  23* 

f.  3- 
Grby  Wagtail.    Br.  Zooi.  N°  144. 

M.  Gnerea.   La.  Bergeronette  grifc.    Brif.  3.  465.  t,  15  ^ 
f.  1. 

Cinereous  Warbler.    Latham.  2.  397. 

'  M.  Oenanthe.     £j*.  33a. 

Le  Col  Blanc,  ou  Vitree.  Vitiflora.    Brif.  3.  449. 
Wheat  Ear.     Br.  Zooi.  N°  157, 

M.  Rubetra.     Zin.  332. 

Le  grand  Traquet,    ou  le  Tarrier.    Rubetra  major  L 

Rubicola.    Brif.  3.  432.  t.  24.  f.  1. 
Whin-chat.    Br.  Zoo!.  N°  158. 

M.  Rubicola.  Un.  332. 
Le  Traquet.  Rubetra, 
Stone-chatter.    Br.  Zooi.  N"  159. 


Le  Traquet.  Rubetra,    Brif  3.  428.  t.  23.  t  i. 

"     "    IN"  15 


M.  Atricapilla.     Lin.  332. 

La  Fauvette  i  tete  noir.  Atricapilla^     Brif  3.  280. 
Black-cap.     2?r.  Zooi.  N°  148. 

M.  Phcnicunn.    Un.  335. 

Le  Roffignol  de  Muraille.  Ruticilla.     Brtjj.  3/403* 
Red-start.    Br.  Zooi  N°  14$. 

M.  Eritbacus.     Un.  335. 

Le  Rouge  queve.  Phaenicurus.     Brif  3.  469. 
RaD-T  ailed  Warbler.     Latham.  2.  425. 

M.  Suecica.     Un.  336. 

La  Gorge-bleue,  Syanecula.    Brif  3.  413. 
Blue-throated  Warbler.     Latham.   2.  444.  yfVA 
Zooi.  p.  41 7. 

M.  Rubecula.     Lin.  S37. 
e.  Ri 


La  Rouge-gorge.  Rubecula*     Brif.  3.  418.' 
3bd-brma3t.     Br,  Zooi.  K9  147.  '  * 


M.Tro- 


\ 

49*  Jfaumig  Mehetica. 

M.  Troglodytes.    On.  337. 

Le  KoiteJtu  Rcgulus.    B*itf.  3*428. 
The  Wrbh.     Br.  ZqqL  N°  i  54. 

M.  RemJus.    tin.  338. 

Le  Foul,  on  Soucy.  Calendula.  •  Mnffi  3.  579. 

GOLDB  N-CItt »T£D  W*E  *.      .fir.  Z*G&  N°  153. 

M.  Trochilus.    Imt.  338. 

Le  Poillot,  oa  Chintre.  AH  Jus.  k  Briffi  3.  479. 
Yjllow  When.    Br.  Zool.  N°  if  1. 

£.  Le  grand  Pouillot.  Brjfi  3.  482.  A.    Latham,  i.  514. 
Paid  a.    Lin.  340.    Titmouse. 

P.  Criftatus.     Lin.  340. 

Le  Melange  hupee.  P.  criiratus.     Brjf.  3.  558. 
Cabsted  Titmouse.     Latham.  2.    545.    -drU.  iW. 
p.  427. 

P.  Major.    Lin.  341. 

La  gro/Te  Melange,  ou  La  Charbonniere.     Fringfllagfc 

**#3v539- 
Ga eat  Titmouse.    Br.  Zool,  N°  162.  t.  $7. 

P.  Cseruieus.     £«*•  341. 

La  MeTange  bleue.  P.  ca»ruleus.    firjf.  3.  544. 
Blue  T*tm«vse,    Br:  Zool.  N0,t6s»  i.  57. 

P.  Ater.     Lin.  341. 

La  MeTange  a  tete  noir.  P.  atricapiJks.  Brjf.  3.  551. 
Colpmouse.     Br.  Zool.  N°  164.  t,  57. 

P.  Paluftris.     lift.  341. 

La  MeTange  de  Marais,  oa  La  Nonette  cendree.  P.  pah- 

(Iris.     ^.3.  555. 
Black-cap,  or  Marsh  Titmouse,    £r.  Zool.  N°  165. 

t.57. 

P.  Caudatus.     li*.  341. 

La  Mefange  a  longue  queue.     P.  locgicaodatos.     Briff.  3. 

570. 
Long-tailed  Titmouse.    Br.  Zool.  N°  166. 

Pi^Biannicus.     Im.  34a. 

La  Mefange  barbae,  ou  Le   Moaftacfee.    P.  barfaatns. 

Hiacano. 


Hit un do.    Lin.  343.    Swallow* 

H.  Roftica*     Lin.  944. 

Le  Hirondelk  dc  Chemise.  H.  domeftica.    Brjfi  2. 486. 
Chimney  $wallow.    Br.  Zool.  N°  168.  t.  58.  ' 

H.  Urbka.     Un.  344. 

JLe  Martinet  *  cul  blanc.  H.  minor,  f.  rultica*    Brijf.z. 

The  Marti*.  .  £r.  Zoe/.  N*  169. 

H.  Riparia*    £111.  344. 

L'Hirondelle  de  Rivage.  H.  riparia,  five  DrepanU.  Britf. 

±.  506. 
Sand  MArtik.    Br.  Zool.  N°  170. 

H.  Apus.     /in.  344. 

Le  Martinet.   H.  Apos.    jjrj^.  s.  512. 
The  Swift.    £r.  Z«?/.  N°  1 7 1 .  t.  584 

H.  Meiba.     tin.  345.  . 

La  grande  Hirondelk  dSipagne,   H;  major.  Hflpamtca, 

f?/^  2.  504. 
White-bsllied  Swift.    Latham.  2.  586.   £&*':%*  27. 

CAPAIMULGUS.      jLm.  346.      GoATSVGKtt. 

C.  Europaeus.    Lin.  346. 

JLa  cete-chevre,  ou  Crapaud  volant,    Caprimulgus.    Brijf. 

«. '470.^44. 
^NOCTURKAL  GoAT-JtrCKfit.     B*.  7M.  N°  i7ot.  #. 


.**  CLASS. 


49*  Fas^uU  JUfatka. 

CLASS    III. 
AMPHIBIA. 

OftDo  I.    REPTILES. 

Rama,    Urn.  354. 

R.  Btifa.     Lin.  354. 

Robeta  five  Phymrum,     Gef.  aquat.  p.  807.    Le  Cra* 

piud. 
The  Toad.    Br.  Zoo!.  3.  N°  4. 

R.  Robetsu    Lin.  355. 

Natter  Jack.     Br.  Zoo/.  3.  N°  5. 

R.  Bonbina.    I<  355. 
Black-backed  Frog. 

R.  Temporal*.    Urn.  357. 

Aqoatica  innoxia.  (  Gef.  S>maJ,  ovip.  p.  46.  aprf.  p.  8oj. 
Commoh  Frog.    Br.  Zoof.  3.  N°  a. 

R.  Verrucofa.    Dorfo  fubangulato,  palmis  tetrada&ylis  fiiSs, 
pianos  hexadaflyha  yalmatjs tubcrcttlatis.    ffova  Specie. 

It  very  much  refembles  the  foregoing.  It  was  difcovercd1 
in  the  Pah  de  Vaud  by  Count  Razomofily,  who  will  defcribe 
it  particularly  in  his  Htftwr*  NaturtlU  de  Jorqt :  a  work 
which  will  rcry  foon  appear, 

R.  Efcolenta.     Lin.  357. 

Rana  five  Rubeta  gibbofa.    Gef.  Qgad.  ovip.  p*  63.  apt*. 

4.  5.  p.  809. 
Edible  Frog.    Br.  Zoo!,  N°  3. 

R.  Arborei. 
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IL  Arborea.    Lin.  357. 

Ranunculus  viridis  1.  Rasa  Calardite  suit  Dryopeta.    Gef. 

Quad.  owp.  60.  aquat.  800. 
Tr  &  e  Frog,    La  Rmne  GrenduiUe  de  Si  Martin. 

L  A  C  E  R  T  A.      tin.  359. 

I*.  Agin*    tin.  363.     I*  Sauteur. 

The  Eft,  orSwiF*.  % 

I*,  /^jrttf.    Cauda  Tertieillatalonga,  footer  lutea,  fupraviridi 
cinerea,  ex  nigro,  albo,  cxruleoque  varia.    Nova. 

.  This  is  nearly  allied  to  the  agiSs9  and  will  be  defcribed 
alfo  in  the  abovementioned  work  by  Count  Raxomojfiy. 

L.  Vulgaris.     Lin.  376. 

JLacerta  vulgaris.     Rati  Quad.  294. 

Salamandre  de  Tare.     Brown  Lizard.     Br.  Zoo!.  3.  N°  9. 

The  Newt. 

L.  Aquatica.    tin.  370. 

JLacertus  Aquaticus.     Gef.  ovip.  31. 
Salamandre  a*Eau. 

L.  Paluftris.     tin.  370. 

Salamandra  aquatica.    Ran  Quad.  tfj. 
The  Wate*  jEft,  or  Newt. 

L.  Salamandra.     tin.  371. 

Salamandra.    Gef.  Quad.  rw>.  8*. 
Salamandre Jlvwne. 


OtDI 


4f4  FmmbJ&keticm. 

OrdoQ.    SERPENTES, 

Coloiei.    Lim.  357. 

C.  Berus.    Un.  377. 

Vipera.    Gejn.  Serf,  p.  134.  Rsti  $tat/.  iff.    • 

JLd  A'tfer*  or  Snare. 

The  Vipe*.    Br.  W.  3,  N°  1*.  t. 4. 

C.  Natrix.    Zi».  58b. 

Natrixtorquata.    Gg/fc.  5<r^  1  to.  Rm-fymt  p.  334* 

Coukmvre  a  CtUitr. 
*  The  Snake.    £r.  Zoo/.  3.  N*  13.  t.  4. 

A  h  c  u  1  a.    Imi.  390. 

A.  Fragilis.    Lrn.  392. 

Carcilia  f.  Typhfops.  Qefn.  Serf.  66.  An  £«*/  289, 

Orvert.  • 

The  Bliudworm.  £r.  Zm/.  3.  N*  36.  t.4. 

Ordo  III.    NANTES. 

Petromyzoh.    £*■•  394.    Likpiit, 

P.  Marinus.    Urn.  394.    Lampret*  Meerneurauge. 
Lampetra.    /tat  rife.  p.  35. 
Sea  Lamprey.    Br.  Zm/T  vol.  3.N0  27.  t.  8. 

Thitf  comes  up  the  Rhine  as  high  at  Bafle ;  Jbmetimes 
higher,  bat  not  frequently. 

P.   Fluviatilis,    Lin.  304.  Das  Newouge.  Gcr.  Perce  Pierre. 
Lamprillon.  Fr\ 
Lampetra?  medium  Genus.    Jfap.jp.,  35. 
Lesser  Lamprey*    Br.  Zool.  lv-28.  t.  8. 

Sometimes  caught  in  the  Rhine.    In  the  lake  of  Ncu- 
chatel.    Mr.  Van  Bercbem. 

P.  Bran- 


1 


Femmla  Hche&&,  491; 

P.  'Branchialis.    Lin.  394.     Tkx£>uerdtr. 
Lampetra  parva  et  fluviatilis.    Ray.  35. 
Pride  Lamprey.     Br.  Zool.  N°  29.  t.  8. 
In  rivers  and  brooks  notunfrequendy, 

Acifsnser.    inr.  40 j.    Sturs^on. 

A.  Sturio.    /in.  463.    D^r  &kt« 
Sturior.     /fay  ii2. 
"The  Sturgeon.     Br.  Zool  N°  53.  t.  19. 

It  has  {onetimes-  reached  up  the  Rhine  as  high  as  Bade, 
but  rarely. 


CLASS 


496  FammU  Httvttic*. 

CLASS    IV. 
PISCES. 

O&ool.    APODES.    A?odal 
Muijkha.    Lm.  415.    Ekl. 

M.  Anguilta.    Lm.  436.    Der.  Aal.  Ger.  L'AnguiUe,  Fr. 
Anguilla.    Ray.  37. 
The  Eel.     Br.  Zoo/.  N°  53. 

Common  in  aJraoft  all  the  lakes*    In  the  lake  of  Neu- 
chateL    Mr.  V.  Bcrchem. 

Ordo  II.    JUGULARES.     Jugular* 

Gadoi,    Lm.  435.    CooriiH. 

G.  Lota.   Lin.  440.  Die  $u*ffe.  Treifcbm.  Admpt.  Ger. 
Lotte.  Fr. 
Muftela  flimatiKs.    Ray.  67. 
The  Burbot.    Br.  Z00L  N" 86. 

Very  common  in  the  lakes,  and  fometimes  grows  to  the 
weight  of  eighteen  pounds.    Lake  of  Nencbatel. 

Ordo  III.    THORACICI.    Thoracic. 

Cottus.    Lin.  451.     Bull-us  ad. 

C.  Gobio.     /in.  45 ».    Der  Kaulkopf  Gropp.    Ger.  Chaff*. 
Fr. 
Gobius  fluviatilis.     Ray.  76. 
Kt  v  t  a  B w  l  l-  h  e  ad.    Br.  Z00L  Na  97 .  t.  39. 

Id  the  rivers  and  brooks,  very  common.     Lake  of  Neu- 
chatel.    B. 

P  E  »  C  A. 


ftartvl*  Hehttica.  4^7 


Perca.    tin.  481.     Pi&cHf 

P.  UaviatUis.    JU1.481.  Der  Bdrfib.'  EgTu  Gar.  Perche.' 

&>       . 
Pefca  flimatilis.    Ray.  97. 
The  P*rch.    Br.  Zool.  N°  124.  t.  48. 
In  the  lake  of  NcuchateJ. 

GastsrosTbus.  Zfe.  489.    Stickleback, 

G,  Atuleatus.    ion.  489.    Der  StithRng. 
Ftocuhis  aculeatas.    Ray.  14J. 
Ifafeti-trrtttD  StickVe^acrV   A1.  2**/.  N°  129.  t. 

G.Paosiuut^    Lin.^\. 

P.i&uleatus  minor.    l&jr.  145. 

Ten-sfined  Stickleback,    Ur.  £00/.  N°  130.  t.  50, 

Both  thefe  cbnttfofr  itf  the  brooks  and  rifulets. 

Ordo  IV.   ABDOMINALES.    Abdominal. 

Cobitm.    Lin.  499.    Loach. 

C.  Barbatula.    tin;  499:    Die  Schmirl. 
CobitisHwriatilis  barbatala*.     Ray.  124. 
Beakded  Loatch.    A*'.  Z00A  N°  142.  t.  58* 
Commbtf  itfail  the*  brooks*. 

C.  Taenia.     Lin.  499.    Der  Stcinpixger. 
C.  barbatula  acofeata.     /faj  124. 
The  Smeklin  Loach. 

0:  Foffilis.    Un.too*    Der  $chlamp\%gcr   MeergnmM. 
Mifgurn  feu  Fifgurn,  Pifcis  Lampetriformis.   ifojr.  70.    ' 
Lamprey  Loach.    Pbtf.  Tranf.  vol.  44.  p:  451.  t.  2. 

f.  1. 
In  the  Rhine. 

to\.  II.  K  k  Silurus. 


49ft  Faunula  HehxtU*. 


SlLUftUS.      Xm.  501.      Sh  BAT-MS  If. 

S.  Glanis.    Lin.  501.    Der  Wells.  Ger.   Le  Saint.  Fr. 
SUurus.     Ray.  p.  70. 
The  Sheat-fish. 

In  fomc  of  the  lakes  of  Switzerland.    In  that  of  Meo- 
chatcl. 

Salmo.     Li*.  509.     Salmon 

.S.  Salar.    Lin.  509.    Der  Lath*.    Le  Saalmon.  Fr. 

Salmo.     Ray.  63.     In  the  fpring  it  is  called  Data* 

The  Salmon,    £r.  Zool.  N°  143.  t.  c8- 

It  comes  up  the  Rhine  into  the  rivers  of  Switzerland  in 
the  fpring,  and  is  taken  in  large  quantities  at  Baffle. 

S.  Trutta.    Lin.  509.     Truitte.  Fr. 
Trutta  Salmonata.    Ray.  63. 
Salmon  Trout.    Sea  Trout.    Br.  Zool.  N°  145. 
In  the  lake  of  Neuchatel.     M.  Bercbcm. 

S.  Lacuftris.    Lin.  $10.    Der  Rbein-odci  IJamhn. 

Trutta  lacuftris  magna.     Gcfn.  Pife.  p.    1003.  R*9*  P* 

6±fub.  N'  4. 
Lake  Salmon. 

Common  in   the    lakes ;    fometimes    weighing  fixty 
pounds! 

S.  Farib.     Lin.  509.    Die  BacbfbreBe. 
Trutta  fluviatilis.     Ray.  6$. 
The  Tsout.     Br.  Zool.  N°  146.  t.  50. 

In  almoft  all  the  rivers,  brooks,  and  torrents. 

S.  Umbla.  Lin.  5 1 1.     Der    Rirter.   Gcr.  L'Ombre  chen- 

lier,  Fr. 
Umbla  prior.     Ray.  64. 
The  Umblb. 

In  the  lake  of  Genera  it  grows  to  twenty  pounds  weight 
and  upwards.    In  the  lake  of  Neuchatel. 

S.  Alpinus.     Lin.  510.    Das  RotelL 
Umbla  minor.     Ray.  6c. 
The  Char*.    Br.  Zool.  N°  149.  t.  60. 

Common  in  the  lakes :  that  of  the  lake  Zug  excel*  in 
flavour.    In  the  lake  of  Neuchatel. 

S.  Thy- 
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5.  ThymaUus.   Lin.  512.  TfcAefcke.  Ger,    Ombre.  Fr. 
Thymallus.    Ray.  62. 
The  Grayling.    Br.  Zool.  N°  150.  t.  6u 

&   Lavaiettus.     £«.  512.     La  Pallee.  Fr. 

Lavarettus  Allobrogum.     Ray.  61. 

TheGwiNiAD.     £r.  Zool.  N°  152.  t.  62. 

Linmeus  comprehends  feveral  varieties  under '  this  fpe- 

cies.     I  am  as  yet  uncertain  whether  the  .following  are 

fpecifically  different  or  not.     In  the  lake  of  NeuchateL     * 
"      «.  Adclfelch.  In  the  lake  of  Conftance. 

0.  Der  Gangfifcb.    In  the  fame  lake. 

y.  Albula'  cxrulea.   BlauGng.  AUbok.  , 

S.  Albula.     £#ft.  512.     Hagling. 

AJbula  minima.    Ray.  61.  Gefn.  Pifcp.  34. 
The  He* ring  Salmon. 

'    Eso  x.    Lm.  515.     Pub. 

Efox  Lucius.  Lot.  516.  Der/fcr£/.  Ger.,  Brochette.  Fr. 
Lucius.     Ray.  12. 
The  Put.    A\  Zw>/.  N°  153.  t.  63* 

Very  common..  In  the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Geneva 
they  grow  to  fifty  pounds ;  and  in  that  of  Zuric  an  in* 
ftance  occurred  of  one  that  weighed  feventy  pounds.  The 
beft  are  caught  in  the  lake  of  Joux.  In  the  lake  of  Neu- 
chatel.  B. 

Cypiinus.     Lin.  525.   *Carp. 

C.  Carpio.     Lin.  525.    Die  Karpfe,  Ger.     Carpe.  Fr. 

Cyprinus.     Ray.  11.15.  ' 

The  Carp.     Br,  ZooL  N°  165.  t.  70. 

Common  in  the  lake  of  Zug,  Where  they  reach  the 
weight  of  from  fifty  to  feventy  pounds.  In  the  lake  of 
Neuchatel. 

C.  Barbus.     528.     Die  Barbe.  Ger.     Barbiau.  Fr. 
Barbus.     Ray.  121. 
The  Barbel.     Br.  ZoL  N°  166.  t.  7?. 

# Frequent  in  the  rivers  of  Switzerland.  At  Zurich 
they  are  taken  from  ten  to  twelve  pounds  weight.  In  the 
lake  of  Neuchatel. 

K  k  *  C.  Gobio. 
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C.  Gobro.    Lm.  $%6.    Der  Grwn&m*.  Get.    Getgeo*.  Fr. 
Gobtas  flnriatilis  Gcfairi.    /?</*.  123. 
The  OuDtf tow.     Br.  Zool.  N«  i63. 

Plentiful  in  the  lato  *nfi  rivets ;  hot  not  ouch  e£- 
teemed  at  the  table.    la  the  lake  of  NenchatcL 

C.  Tu»a.    Um.$%6.    Dit&Mp.Gcr.    T*nche,/5% 
Tine*.    £*jp.  117, 
The  Tench.    Br.  Zool.  N°  167. 

Common  io  the  lake*.  In.  that  of  Geneva  they  art 
caught  of  three  pound*  weight*    In  that  of  NeuchatA 

C  Cephafus.  Lm.  527.  Der  4M,  Ger.   Cbefenore,  fr. 
Capito  fire  Cephalus.    Ray.  1 1 9. 
The  Chub.     Br.  Zool.  N*  175.  t.  7*. 

Jn  many  of  the  rivers  and  hikes  of  Switzerland  In  tht 
lake  of  Nenchatel.    M.  Van  Btrcbcm. 

C.  Nafus.    Un.  530.    Die  Kaje.  Ger.    Nazoz.  Fr. 
Naftis  Alfcerd.    Rsy.  1 19. 
The  Nase. 

So  plentiful  in  the  rivers,  that  hi  the  month  of  April 
fomedmes  an  hundred  tkoufand  hare  been  caught  in  tht 
Sirs.    In  the  lake  ef  Nenchatel. 

C.  Brama.    Un.  jji.    Der  Miff. 

Coprinus  latus  five  Brama.    Kay*  116. 
The  Bream.    Br.  Zool.  N*  169.  t.  70. 

C  Ballerus.     Un.  532.    Die  Gu/hr. 
Ballerus,    R*r.  1 17. 
The  Bueam  Bleak,  or  Ball**.. 
Common  in  the  lakes, 

C.  Dohnk.    Lin.ciS.    DerZfcxrW. 

Mugilis  vel  Cephali  nWatilis  Species  minor.    iZjp«  lfr*< 
The  Hail  e  a. -^Frequent  in  the  rivers. 

C   Leucifcus.      Ijg.  5^8,    Der  Ijwbcn. 
Leucifcus.    Ray.  121. 

TheDACE.    Br.Zool.W  iJi—Cmmv* iatklaft*. 

COiiP 
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C.   Griflagjne.    I«.  $29, 

Griflagine  Angufbe  diclus  Gobii  fluviatilis  Species.     Ray. 

123. 
Greffing.  Germ.    Yaugevon.  Fr. 

In  the  lake  of  Neuchatcl.    M.  Bercbm, 

C.  Radius.    Lin.  tig.    Das  Rolhavge.  Ger.     Rotte.  Fr. 
Radius  f .  RubeUu s  fl  u  viatilis .     Ray.  122. 
The  Roach.     Br.Zo*LN°   172.  figure  i n  froridlpiece. 
Plentiful  both  in  the  lakes  and  rivers.    In  the  lake  of 
^fenchatel, 

•C    Albornus.     Li*.  531,     Der    Ukelty.    Weift-ffch.   Ger. 

Able  Fr.  l 

Alburaus  Aufonii.     Raj.  1*3. 
The  BliAk.     Br.  Zoof.  N*  176.  t,  73. 

This  is  among  the  mod  common  of  all  our  fifhes, 

C.  Bipun#atU3.    Die  Alandbkke.    Bloch.  tab.  8.  f.  a.  bene\ 

C    Erythrophtalmus.    Un.  530.    Die  Ulgete.    Bloch.  tab.  1. 
Rutikfe  Jatior,  £  Rubellio  fluviatilis.     Ray.  118. 
The  Run.    Br.  Zool  N°  176.  t.  72. 
Coaamon  in  the  fivers. 

C  Phoxinus*    tin.  528.    Die  Elrizt.  Bambete, 
Varius  feu  Phoxinus  laevis.     Ray.  125. 
The  Window,  or  Piwk.     #r.  Zool.  N°  177.  tf  5.  f.  6.    . 
Vrequent  in  (he  rivers  and  brooks. 

To  the  three  following  fifties  Mr.  Van  Berchem  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  affix  the  fynonynis. 
Boudelles. 
Cormonfant. 
Ziaet.  • 

CLASS 


*  Chut  V.  Infe&a,  ir  omitted  in  thit  ?anmua ;  firft,  on  account  of 
its  ftagntofde ;  and  feccradly,  became  I  can  furnish  the  entomologifl 
With  no  o&er  information  than  what  is  contained  in  books.  I  would 
refer  the  soriout  reader  to  Johann  Cafpar  FuefalinY  Ferzeicbn'u  dir  ibm 
UJUumto  Stkwttottriftbt*  biftQtn.    Zurich,  1775,  with  a  copper-plate ; 


5<?2  faunmla  Helvetica. 

.    CLASS    VI. 
VERMES. 

Qipo  III.    TESTACEA. 

U  N  IV  A  L  V  I  A. 

HELIX.  Muller.  Vermium.  Gen.  23.  vol.  iL  p.  12. 

Vermis  cochleatus,  Tentaculis  quatuor  linearibus;  oculis 
apice  majorum. 

|I.  Chryftallina.  Muller-  N°223*     Chryftal  Snail. 

H.  Lapicida.    Mull.  240.  Lin.  <$#?.  Nat.   N°  656.  List. 
5jm.  t.  69.  f.  68, 

La  Larope.  Fr.  Die  Lampe.  Qer.  Lamp  Snail  Da 
Costa.  Br.  Couch;  p.  55.  t.  4.  f.  9.  Pen.  Zotl. 
t.  83.  f.  121. 

H.  Rotund ata.     Mull.  231.  Argev.  Couch.  2.  t.  9.  f.  10. 
Le  Bouton.   Fr.   Dcr  Knopf.    for.    The  Button 

Snail. 

or  John  Oaf  par  Futfsli'i  Catalogue  of  the  Swifa  InfecU.  This  Cata- 
logue makes  mention  of  1200  (pedes,  clafied  in  152  genera;  fcarcely 
half  of  the  in  feds  which  are  known  to  be  natives  of  Switzerland. 
Wherever  it  i*  poffible,  the  German  name  is  mentioned ;  the  place  in 
which  it  was  found ;  an<J  if  it  is  rare.  Since  this  publication,  the 
author  has  collected  various  obfervations  and  additions,  which  are  given 
in  his  Entomcicfifchen  Magaxinen ;  or  Entomological  Magazine.  The 
deficiency  of  this  work  is  in  a  great  meafurc  fupplied  by  Joh.  Henrick 
Sultzer's  Abtkgvertxt  Gefcbichte  der  lnfeRcm^  nacb  dem  Linnctfchen  Sjflm. 
Winterthur,  1776,  2  vols,  large  4to.  with  many  coloured  engravings  of 
infeds ;  or  an  abridged  Account  of  Infe&s  according  to  the  !»"«"»*" 
Syftem,  by  Henry  Sultzer.  This  work  chiefly  enumerates  the  Swift 
Infe&s,  defcribed  by  Sultzer,  and  engraved  and  coloured  byFuc&i; 
and  contains  many  curious  and  inftrudive  obfervations, 
The  Jearned  Author  i%  a  phyfidan  of  Winterthur. 

H.  Minuta. 
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H.  Minuta.    A  new  fpecies. 

H.  Ifognomoftomos.     Schroeter.  2.  p.  194. 

H.  Otrroluta.    Mull.  229.  Gualt.  teft.  t.  2.  f.  J. 

La  Velout£e  a"  bouche  triangulaire.  />.  Die  Sam* 
met  Schnecke  mit  Dreyeckigtera  munde.  Ger. 
Triangular- mouthed  Snail. 

H.  Coftata.  Mull.  233.     Serpentuli  exigui.  Berlin.  Mag? 
4.B?   Ribbed  Snail. 

H.  FulcheHa.     Mull.  232.     Gbofr.  Conch.  6. 

La  petite  Stride.  Fr.  Die  Kleine  geftretfte  Schnekc. 
Ger,.  Small  White  Snail. 

JL  Nitida.    Mull.  234.  Pbtiv.  Gax.  t.  93.  f.  14.  Arc 
t.  28.  4. 

La  Luifante.  Fr,  Die  glanzende  Wiefen.  Ger. 
Shining  Snail. 

JL  Villofa..   A  new  fpecie*. 

Jl.  Ericetorum*  Mull.  236.  fc  Albafafcus  novem.  Gualt. 
t.  a*  L. 

Le  Ruban  plat.  Fr.  Der  groffe  Bund.  G*r.  Heath 
Snail. 

H.  Striatula.  Mull.    A  new  fpecies.     Not  the  Striatula  of 
Mulkr,  pv  24. 

H.  Hifpida.  Mull.  268.   Lin.  Sjjl,  675,  List.  Ang.  t.  2. 

f.   12.  ' 

La  Velontle.  Die  Samtfchneke.  Ger,  Briftly  Snail. 
Da  Costa.  J5r.  CW£.  p.  58.  t.  j.f.  10. 

H.  Succinea,    A  new  fpecies.    Not  the  Succinea  of  Muller, 
P-97- 

H.  Incarnata.  Mull.  259.   Schroeter,  p.  174.  t.  2.  f.  i8< 
Carnation-mouthed  Snail. 

H.  Fruticum.   Mull.  267.  Schroeter,  p.  178.  t.  2.  f.  19. 
Bum  Snail. 

H.  Hortenfis.   Mull.  247.     Garden  Snail. 

H.  Nemoralia,  Mull.  246.  Lin.  Sjfl.  691.  List.  Ang.  t.  2. 
ft  3- 
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LaLmee.  Fr.  Die  Waldfchneke.  Ger.  Wofti 
Snail.  Da  Costa.  Br.  Conch,  p.  76.  U  J.  f.  2.— 
8.  14, 19.  Pbhm.  ZooL  N°  iji. 

H.  Montana.    Anewfpecies. 

H.  Arbuftorum.  Mull.  248.  Lm.  S$fl.  680.  List.  Ang. 
t.  2.  f.  4.  Hedge  Snail.  Da  Cost  a.  Br.  Conch,  p.  7$? 
t.  75.  f.  6.    Pewn.  Zoo/.  N°  130.1. 85. 

H.  Afperfa.    Mull.  253.  Aag.  1.  t.  *8.  f.  11. 

Le  Jardinier.  Fr.  Die  Gartenfchaeke.  Ger.  Speck: 
led  Snail. 

*  H.  Pomatia.    Mull.  253.  Lim.  Sjfl.  677. 

LeVigneron.  Fr.  Die  Weinbergs  Schiiebe.  Get. 
Edible  Snail.  Da  Costa.  Br.  Concb.  p.  67.1. 4. 
(.  14.  Pknn.  ZooI.  N°  128.  t.  84. 

H.  Fufou    Mull.  249.    Topaz  Snail. 

H.  Sericea.    Mull.  258.    Silky  Snail. 

JL  Aculeata.    Mull.  279,    Prickly  SnaiL 

H.  Rupeftris.    Anewfpecies. 

H.  Mufcorum.    Mull.  304.    Lin.  Sjft.  651.    Turbo  Muf- 
corum. 

Le  petit  Barillet.  Fr.  Das  Klein*  Fafchen.  Ger. 
List.  Ang.  x.%.  f.  6.  Mafi  SnaiL  Da  Costa. 
Br.  Conch,  p.  89.  t.  5.  16.  Penn.  ZooL  t.  8a. 
NJu8. 

H.  Coronata.  Geoffiroy.  Par.  N°  19. 

Le  grand  Barillet.  Fr.  Das  grofle  FaiTchcn.  (?<r. 
Run  diet  Snail. 

H.  Quadridens.     Mull.  306.     List.  Syn.  t.+p.  £38. 

L'Anti  Barillet.  Fr.  Das  Limifgedrehte  Fafchou 
Ger.     Four-toothed  Snail. 

H.  Cochlea.    A  new  fpecies. 

H.  Exigua.    A  new  fpecies. 

H.  Lubrica.    Mull.  303.  List.  Ang.  u  2.  L  7. 

La 


La  BriUantc.  Fr.  Das  glanattde  Sjwtzfchneke. 
&r.    Gigffy  Snail. 

fL  Obfcura.    Mull.  302.  List.  Ang.  t,  2.  f.  8  ? 

Le  grain  4'Orgc.  Fr.    Pas  Gemenkorn.    for. 

H.  Sylveftris.    A  new  fpecies. 

H.  Dctrita.    Moll.  300.    CJualt.  Te/t.  t.  5.  N. 

H.  Cylindrica.    Gbofr.  N°  16. 

Le  grain  d'Avoine.  Fr.  Das  Haferkorn.  Ger, 
Cylindrical  Snail. 

H.  Bidens.  Mull.  %\$%  hiv.Sy/l.  649.  List.  tyi.  t.4,1.  A. 

J)ie  glatte  Eedfchraube.  Ger.  Bidentated  Snail. 
Pimm.  2^/.  N°  117.  L  81.  file  niunero. 

H,  Mufcofa.    A  new  (pedes. 

H.  Rofcida.    Anrwfpeciea. 

H.  Perverfa.    My ll.  3 16.  Tusbo  ptrterfiis.  Lin.  Sjtfl.  656; 
List.  Ang.  1. 10.  f.  10.  Syn.  t.  41.  f.  39. 

La  nonpareille.  -Fr.  Die  geftriktc  Erd&hraube. 
Ger.  Contrary-mouthed  Snail.  Da  Costa.  Br. 
Concb.  p.  107,  t.5.  f.  ij.  Pemn.  Zm£  1. 18.  N" 
*i6. 

H.  Muralis.    A  new  fpecies. 

H.  Parvula.    A  new  fpecies. 

H.  Acicula.    Gbofr.  N°  21. 

L'Aiguillette.  Fr.  Dcr  Senlcel  die  NadeL  Ger, 
Needle  Snail. 

H.  Pelluckbu    Mull.  215. 

La  tranfparente.  Fr.  Die  Durchfichtige  Schnekt. 
Ger.    Pellucid  Snatk 

H.  Virefcens.    A  new  fpecies. 

H.  Impure.     A  new  fpecies. 

H;  Putris.    Mull.  296.  Lm.  Sjfl.  705.  List.  Ang.  140* 
t.  2.  f.  24. 

L'Amphibje  \ 


jp6  Fstmuia  Hdndka.  - 

L'Ajnphibie:  L'Ambr€e.  />♦  Die  Beydlebftw, 
Kahufchneke.  Ger.  Amphibious  SnaU.  Da 
Costa.  Br.  Conch,  p.  92.  t.  53.  f.  13.  Puts, 

Z«w>/.  t.  86.  N°  137. 

H.  Eloogata.    Newfpecies. 
H.  Anguft.    Newipedes. 

POM  AT  IAS.  Studer.   ms. 

Vermis  cochleatus,   tentaculis  duobus  linearibas,    oculis  t& 
bafin  cxtciDc. 

P.  Elegant.    Neriu  elegans.    Mull.  363.  List.  Aug.  t  u 
f,  5.  Syn.  t.  27.  f.  25. 

L'Eegante  htri6e  Fr.  Die  Feingeftrdchte  Deckel- 
fchenke.  Ger.    Nerite-Pomatias* 

P.  Variegatus.    A  new  fpecies. 

VERTIQO.    Mullir.  Gen. 24.  p.  124* 

Vermis  cochleatus,  Tentaculis  dtiobus  linearibus,  apice  ocut 
Jatis. 

V.  8-dentata.  New  (pedes, 
V.  5-dentata.  New  (pedes. 
V.  6  dentata.    New  (pedes. 

CARYCHIUM.    Mulle*.  Gm.  25.  p.  125. 

Vermis  cochleatus,   Tentaculis  duobus  truncatis,  oculis  *4 
bafin  pofticc. 

C.  Minimum.    Mull.  321. 

ANCYLUS, 
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ANCYLUS.    Muller.    Gen.  30.  p.  199. 

Vermis  cochleatus,  Tentaculis  binis  truncatis; 
oculis  ad  bafin  interne. 

A.  Lacuftris.    Mull.  385.    Patella  lacuftris.     Lin.  Sj/1, 
769.    Aug.  1.  t.  27.  1. 

Ancille;  Patelle.  Fr.  Die  Schuffel,  Napt 
mufchell.  Ger.  Lake  Limpet.  Da  Costa. 
Conch,  p.  1.  t.  2.  f.  8. 

A,  FJuviatilis.    Mull,  386.     List.  Ang.  t.  2.  f.  32. 

1   ■   •    •  Patelle  a  bee.  Fr.     Die  Dragonet.     Mutze. 

Ger.     River  Limpet. 

BUCCINUM.     Muller.  Gen.  26.  p.  126. 

Vcrum  cochleatus,  Tentaculis  duobus  triangularibus,  oculis 
ad  bafin  interne. 

B.  Papilla*    Uncertain. 

B.  Auricula.      Mull,   322.      Helix  Auricularia.      Lin'. 
Svfi.  708.  List.  Ang.  t.  %.  f.  23. 

Lc  Radix.  Fr.     Die  Wurzel.  Ger.    Wide- 
mouthed  Snail;  or Buccinum.    DaCota. 
Br.  Conch,  p,  95.  t4  5.  f.  17.  Penn.  Zool. 
X.  86.  N°i38. 

B.  Foffarum.    Uncertain.  ( 

B.  Medium.    Mull,  324  ? 

.B.  Rivale.     Uncertain." 

B.  Lacuftre.    Uncertain. 

B,  Fragile.    Uncertain. 

B.  Albidum.     Uncertain. 

B.  Stagnale.    Mull.  327.  Hejix  Stagnalis.  Lin.  Sjf.  703. 
List.  Ang.  t.  2.  f.  21/ 

Le  grand  Huccin.  Fr.    Das  grofs  Spizhorn.   Ger. 
Lake  Buccinum;    ox  Helix.     Da  Costa.  Br. 

Concb. 
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Conch,  p.  93.  t.  5.    f.  ii.    Pitf*.  Zaoi.  t.  86. 

N°  136. 

B.  Palaftre.    Mull.  326.   List.  Ang.  t.  2.  f.  22. 

Le    Petit  BocciBam.   />.      Dai    Kleine   Spiz* 
bora,  Der  Raab.     Marfb  Buccinum,  or  He- 

-  Kx. 

B.  Tnxncandnro.    Mull.  325  \ 

PLANQRBIS,    Mollis  G0^  27.  p.  152. 

Vermis  codrfeatus,  Teoticulis  btnis  fetrcets, 
ocqRs  ad  bafin  interne. 

P.  Turritus.   Mull.  354. 

P.  Bulla.    Mull.  353.    Bulla  fonttnafit.    Lin.  Sjfi.  386* 
List.  Ang.  t.  2.  f.  25. 

La  BnRe  aooatiqut.  Fr.  Die  WaJferbbfb.  Qer. 
Lake  Bulla,  or  Plane  orb.  Da  Costa.  Br. 
Conch,  p.  96.  t.  5.  f.  6. 

P.  Comortus,    Mull.  248.     Helix  contort*,    Lin.  5jjf. 
673.  Petit.  G*«.  t.  92.  f.  8. 

Le  Petit  Planorbe.  Fr.  Die  Kleine  Teller- 
fchneke.  Ger.  Lunated  Plane-orb,  or  He- 
lix. 

P.  Purpura?  Mull.  343.    Helix  cornea*    Lin,  $ryf.  671. 
List.  Ang.  t.  2.  f.  26. 

Le  grand  Planorbe.  />.  Das  Vertiefte  Pofthorn. 
Ger.  Horny  Helix,  or  Plane-orb.  Da  Costa. 
Br,  Conch,  p.  60.  t.  4.  f.  13.  Penh.  Zoo/,  t.  83. 
N*  126. 

,P.  Albus.   Mull.  350.    Petit.  G*».  t.  92,  f.  7.   SoaB 
white  Plane-orb. 

P.  Spirorbis.  Mull.  347.     Helix  Spirorbis.  Lin.  Sjfi.  672. 
Concave  Plane-orb. 

P.   Nitidus.   Mull.  349.     Berlln.    MagasL.  4.  B.  p.  262. 

Shining  Plane-orb. 

.  P.  ImbricatQ*. 
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ft  Imfcricatus.  Mull,  351.  Torbo  Mautikut.  Lin. 
^•654- 

Le  Ptanorbc  tuUe.  Fr.  Die  Ziegelformize 
Teller  fchenecke.  Ger.  Imbricated  Plane- 
orb. 

P*  Tenellus.  Mull.  345?  Sive  Vortex.  Helix  Vortex. 
Lin.  Si&  667?  Lut.  Ang.  t  2.  f.  28.  Whirl 
Plane-orb.  Da  Costa..  Br.  Conch,  p.  6$.  t.  4I  f.  12. 
Pciik.W.  «•  83.  Nu*2+ 

P.  Complanatus*  Moll.  346?  five  umbilicatus.  Helix 
coraplaotata.  Lin.  Svff:  663.  Umbilicated  Plane-orb. 
An?    Da  Costa.  £r,  CW£.  p.  66.  u  4.  f.  11. 

P.  Carinatus.  Mulx.  344*  Helix  Planorbis.  Liir.  £j/P. 
66s.  List.  y&£.  t.  2.  f.  27.  Carinated  Plane-orb. 
Da  Costa.  Br.  Ctrnch*  p.  63.  t.  4.  f.  10.  &  t.  8.  f.  8. 
Pimm.  Zoo/,  t.  83.  N°  123. 

V  A  L  V  A  T  A.    Muller.    Gen.  29.  p.  198. 

Vermis  cochleatus,  tentaculis  binis  fetaceis,   ocuMs  ad 
bafin  poflice. 

V.  Criftata.  Muxl.  384.  Crefted  VarVate:  or  feathered 
Nerite. 

V.  Pnlchella.    Gsofr.  Ner.  4. 

Le  Port  Hornet.    Fr.      Dtr  Federbufchatra-ger. 
Ger.  *    / 


NERITA.     Muller,     Gen.  28.  p.  170. 

Vermis  cochleatus,  tentaculis  binis  fetaceis,  oculis  ad  bafin 
cxterne. 

N.    Obtnfc.      MtxLL.     358.      five     Pifcinalis.       Obtufe 
Nerite. 


N.  Jaculator. 


jfio  FamuJa  Hehetka. 

-  N.  Jacnlator.    Mull.  372.  H^liz  Tentaculata.    Liu.  Stf. 
707.  List.  Ang.  t.  2.  f.  19. 

Lt  Petite  Operculee.  Fr.  Der  Thurhuter.  Ger. 
Bomb  Nerite,  6r  Helix.  Da  Costa.  Br. 
Conch,  p.  91.  t.  5.  f.  12.  Penm.  Zod.  u  86. 
N°i40. 

B    I    V    A    L    V.I    A. 

T  E  L  L  I  N  A.    Muller.    Gen.  31.  p.  202. 

Vermis  conchaceus,  fiphone  diplici  loogo. 

T.  Cornea.    Moll.  387.    Lin.  Sjjt.  72.   List.  Ang.\.t. 

Came  de  RuuTeaux.  Fr.  Die  Kliene  Brat- 
mufchel.  Ger.  Horny  Tellen,  Da  Costa* 
Br.  Conch,  p.  173.  t.  13.  f.  2.  Penh.  ZooL 
t.  49.  N*  36. 

T.  Amnica.    Mull-  389. 

T.  Minima.    A  new  (pedes. 

MTTILUS.     Mullee.     Gen.  32,    p.  207. 

Vermis  conchaceus,  fiphone  duplici  breri. 

M.  Cygneus.     Moll.  394.  Liw.  Sjft.  257. 

Le  Moule  d'Etang.  Fr.  Die  grofle  grune  Teich- 
mufchel.  Gcr.    Great  Pond  Mufcle. 

M.  Anatinus.    Mull.  393.     Lin.   Syft.  258.      Common. 
River  Mufcle. 

M  Y  A.    Muller.    Gen.  33.  p.  2i*» 

Vermis  conchaceus,  fiphone  nullo. 

M.  Pitforum.    Mull.  397.  fi.    Tefta  elongate  crafTafirfcft 
Gualt.  tej.  t.  7.  E.    Long  Painter's  Mufcle. 

M.  Ovata.   Mull.  397.  y>  Tefta  crafla  radiata  flavo-virente. 
List.  Syn.x.  146,  1.  147.  3.  147.  2.     Oval  Mya. 

M.  Rironun. 


1 

1 

\ 
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M.  RiToram;  Mvll.  397.  *.  Tcfta  craft  nidi  fcica. 
Mya  PiAorura.  Lin.  Srf.  28.  List.  Aug.  t.  2. 
f.  30.  Painter's  Mufcle,  or  Mya.  Da  Costa. 
Mr.  Conch,  p.  228.  t.  15.  f.  4.  Pimm.  Zod.  t.  45. 
4«7. 
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APPENDIX. 


Ix  Catalogue  of  the  principal  books  occafion* 
ally  confulted  in  the  cottrfe  of  this  publication. 

A. 

Remarks  onfeveral  farts  of  Italy  and  Switzerland* 
By  J-  Addifon.     8vo.    London.  ' 

Francois  Jofeph  Nicholas  d'Alt  de  Tiefenthal 
Hijloire  des  Helveti  ns.  10  vols*  8vo*  Fri- 
burgh,  1750— 1753. 

Aporta's  tiijloria  Reformations  EcchJiarUm  Rbati- 
carum*  a  vols.  410..  Curiae  Raetorum  17*71$ 
1777. 

Andrea's  Brief*  aus  der  Sfbweitz  ndeb  Hanovet 
gefebrieben.  4to.  Zurich  and  Winterthtir, 
17764 

B. 

Tableaux  Ihpograpbiques,  Pittdrefqvts,  Pby/tques, 
HiHoriques%  Moraux%  Po!itiqucs>  et  Literaires  dt 
laSuijje.  Par  M.  de  la  Borde.  fol.  Paris* 
a  16  plates.  The  text  is  chiefly  written  by 
Baron  Zurlaben  of  Zug* 

LI  2  Manuel 
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Manuel  pour  Us  Savans  et  Us  Curieux  qui  voyagent 
en  Suijfe ;  par  M.  Beffon.  Laufanne.  z  vol*. 
8vo.  1786. 

Mmoires  Critiques  pourfervir  dy  Eclair cijemcnts  fur 
divers  Prints  de  tRiftoire  anciennc  de  la  Stifle, 
&c. ;  par  Charles  Guill.  Loys  de  Bochat 
Laufannc.     3  vols.  4  to.  1747 — 1749. 

Nouvellc  Defcription  Generate  et  particuliere  its 
Glacieres%  vallecs  de  Glace  y  et  Glaciers  qui  fo- 
ment la  grande  cbaine  <fes  Alpcs.  Par  M.  Botir- 
rit.  3  vols.  8vo.  Geneve.  1785. 

Some  Letters  containing  an  Account  cf  wbat  feemed 
mojl  remarkable  in  Switzerland  and  Italy,  &c. 
Written  by  G.  Burnet.  8vo.  London.  1686. 

D  &F. 

» 

Diftionaire  de  la  Suijfe.  2  vols.  8vo.  Tranflated 
into  German,  and  greatly  augmented,  under 
the  following  title :  Hiftorifcbe*  Geograpbifcbe, 
und  Ptyfualifcbe  Befchreibung  des  Schweitzer- 
iandes.     3  vols.  8vo.  Bern,  1782. 

Johan  Conrad  Faefis  Pfarrers  der  Gemeinde 
Uetikon  Stoats  und  Erdb  Jcbreibung  aer  Sdnoei* 
terifcben  Eidgenoffebaft  }•  durch.  Joh.  Conrad 
Fuefelin.     4  vols.  8vo.     Zuric,  1768. 

Joh.  Cafpar  Fuefslin's  Gefchicbte  der  Beftcn  Ku- 

enftler  in  der  Scbweitz.     5  vols.  8vo.    Zuric, 

1769- 

Staats    und  Erdbe/cbreibung  der   Scbweitzeri/cben 

4  Eidgeno/cba/t ;   durch  Joh.  ^Conrad  Fuefslia. 

•  4  vols,  8vo.  Zurich,   1770. 

G.  Uijlm 


APPENDIX.        517 

G. 

Hijloirc  abregee  des  Officiers  Suijfes  qui  fe  font  dif- 
tingues  aux  Services  Etr angers  dans  des  grades 
fupcrieurs.  Par  P  Abbe  Francois  Girard.  3  vols. 
8vo.    Fribourg,  1781,  1782. 

Die  Eifgebuerge  des  Scbwcitzerlandes  befcbtieben 
von  Gottlieb  'Sigmund  Gruner.  Bern,  3  vols. 
8vo.  1760. 

Ratia  Das-ijl  Aufsfuclicbe  und  warrabfte  Bcfcbrei- 
bung  der  dreyen  lo&bliehen  Grawen  Buendten  und 
dnderer  Retifchen  Voelker.  Durch  Johannen 
Guler  von  Weineck.    Fol.  Coira,  1616. 

Hacquet's  Pbyfikalicbe  Politifche  Reife  aus  den 
Dtnarifcben  Rbatifcben  indie  Norifcben  Alpeny 

•  inj'obrc  1781  und  1783  unternottmeh.  2  vols* 
8vo.  Leipzig,  1785. 

Gottlieb  Emanuel  von  NalUr,  Sit.  Bib&otbek  det 
Scbweit&r  Gejbftbte  und  alter  Tbrtle  fo .  dahin 
Brzzgbaben.  6  vols,  8vo.  Bern,  1785 — 1788. 
A  feventh  volume,  contains  a  general  indent. 

Hdvetifcbe  Bibliotbek.   6  vols*  8vo.  Zuric,  1735 

Brief e  ueber  die  ScbweitTu  Von  C.  C.  L.  Hirfch- 
feld.     2  vols.  i2mo.  Leipzig*  1776,  .1785*, 

K. 

Afbort  Account  of  the  Ancient  Hi/lory,  prefent  Go- 
vernment, and  Laws,  of  the  Republic  of  Gene- 
va-f  byG.  Keate,  Efq.  8vo.  London,  1761. 

Kuetner's 
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Kuetner't  Brief e  tines  Sacbfens  aus  der  Scbweitz  an 
/drum  Freund  en  Leipzig*    3  vols.  8vo.  Leip- 
zig* «78—        1786, 

U 

Jacob  Lauffer's  Profeff.  Eloq.  et  Hift.  Genaue 
und  Umjlaendlicbe  Befcbreibung  Hehetifcber  Gef* 
cbicbtCj  &c.     18  vols.    8vo.    Zuric,    1736— 

X-eu's  Attgemeinei  Helvetifcbe*  Eydgenoffifches  pier 
Scbweitzerifcbes  Lexicon.  Zuric.  20  vols.  4to, 
1747— 1765*    Supplement,  2  vols.  4*0, 

Memorie  Jjloricbe  della  Valte/ina,  da  Pietro  Angela 
L^vizzari.    4to.  Coira.  1716, 

M. 

Meincr's  Brieft  ueber  die  Scbweitz.  a  yol*.  8vc 
Berlin.  17845  1785. 

Leonard  Meifter's  Helvetiens  Beruebmte  Maeu* 
ner.    a  vols.  8vo.  Zuric.  178a,  1786. 

1     .  »   Beruebmte   Zeuricber.     %  vols*  8vo. 
'178*. 

-*  K/eine  Reife  durcb  efnige  Schweitzer 


\ 


Cantone.    8vo.  Bafel,  1782. 


■  Hauptfzenen  der  Heheti/cben  Gefcbicbte. 

8vo.  a  vols.  1784. 

Hehetifcbe  Szenen  der  neuern  Scbwcr* 


merey  und  lntoleranz.     %  vols.  8vo.  1 785. 

Ge/bicbte   von    Zuric.     8vo.    Zuric. 


178$. 

-       Abrifs 
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Abrifs  des  Eydgenojifcben  Staatrefcbtes. 


8vo.  St.  Gallen.  1786. 

Gefchichte  Scbweitzeri/cber  Eydgenojfcbafi.    Durch 
Johannes  Mueller.     %  vols.   8vo.    Leipzig* 
.  1786. 

P. 

Helvetia  Antiqua  et  Nova  Operi  ei  Jiudio  Joh. 
Bapt.  Plantini.  8vo.  Bermse.  1656;  alfo  Tig, 
Helvet.  1737* 

Dijfertationi  Criticho-floricBe  inform  alia  Rezia  di 
ma  delle  Alpi  oggi  della  Paltelina  (Tail  Abbate 
Francefco  Xaverio  Quadri.    3  vols.  4to.  Mi- 

bn°>  l7SSr~*7S6- 


Vy  ages  Mineralogies  en  Suiffie.  ParM.  leComte 
Gregorie  de  Kazomoflki.  8vo. .  Laufanne, 
*7*3>  1784. 

Hijloire  ta  Reformation  de  la  Sviffe.  Par  $A .  Abra- 
ham Rochat.  6  vols.  8vo.  Geneve  1727— 
1728. 

■  ■  1  ■  Delices  drla  Suife.  8vo.  4  vols*  Leide. 
1714.  Firft  published  by  M.  Rochat  under 
.  the  fictitious  name  of  Gottlieb  Kytflen  Re- 
publifhed  feveral  times.  Improved  edition  in 
2  vols.  4to.  Neuchatel*  1778. 


S.  Voyages 


549  A;RM»    ftH. 

S. 

^uj.  2-vol^to.  ^r4in  8vg.  Q^ick^. 

Scheutzeri  Itinera  Alpina.      4  vols.  4to.  Lpg- 
dun.  1723. 

Beytracge  Zur  naebern  Kenntnifs  des  Schweitzer- 

.  «**•.  I7fc 
Gefchichte  der  Entlibucber.     Von  Jofepk  laveri 
Schnider  von  Wartenfee.     8vo.  2  vols.  Lu- 
zern.  1781,  1782. 

.  WbJwth^udf e   d$   GtapKi.     too.    G«Wfc.' 

1779- 
Hiftoire  Literaire  de  Geneva    Par  M.  Sennebier. 
3  vols.  8vo.  Geneve  1786. 

fe  Rap&UaMeh^  av&cn  Jflfe 

jftwlfflp:  Tigurino,  &«i  Tigurii  apud  FEof- 
chovaer,  1576.  8vo.  409  pages.  A;<newcdi- 
099  fopj^yed,  by  Fqeflelia#  Ijeaw  i£e  **■ 
lowip^'  titlp :- *Jtf#  Siridfri  4*  R(pmk£,  Hd- 
'ueticrum  libri  duo,  iti  qu&us  Hehet  forum  fodtTft 
mores ,  belli  et  pads  jura,  totamque  iliorum  Rem- 
publico**  futomd  jide  dtferibit:  Mjunttum  eft 
'  compendtuto  Hijtorije  fce&elkd  Antique  Au&pre 
Jo.  Qonrado  luefsHm,  qui  etiam  Mijioriam  tiel- 
vet forum  ab  aufpicik  reformat,  fidei  ad  heec  uf> 
que  umpora  ex  anfiqui  mminis  Scriptoribus  ex- 
otitis  mutationes  faftas  paucis  enarravit.  Ti- 
guri  1734.  8vo.  pages  699^ 

Catalogue 
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Catalogus  codicum  MSS  Bibliotheca  Bernenfis*  An* 
notationibus  criticis  tllu/iratus.  Curante  J.  VL 
Sinner.  3  vols.  8vo.  Bernae  1760 1772. 

Voyage  Wftoriqtie  et  Literaire  de  la  Suije.  Par 
J.  R.  Sinner.  2  vols.  8vo.  Neuchatel,  178^ 

Hiftoire  de  Geneve.  Par  M.  Spon.  Reflijteert. 
canfiderqblement  augmentte  par  (TampUs  Notes* 
4  vols.  i2roo.  Geneva.  1730. 

Pallas  Rhatica  Armata  et  Togata.  Authore  For- 
tunato  Sprecher  a  Burnect.  4to.  Bafel.  1617* 
or  in  16.  Lugden  Batav.  1633. 

Stanyail's  Account  of  Switzerland*  8vo.  London. 

Storr*s  Alpen-reife.  2  vols.  4to.  Leipzig  1784, 

Gemeiner  heblickip  Eydgenofchhft  Stetten  Landem 
und  Voelkeren  Chronick-Wucrdiger  Tbaten  Bef* 
cbreybung.  Durcfa  Jobannen  Stumpfen.  FoL 
Zuric  1546. 

Tcharnet's  Hiftorie  der  Eydgenoffen.  2  vols.  8ro. 
Bferm  1756 — 1768. 

jflEgidii  Tchiidi  De  prifcd  ac  verd  Alpind  RbatiJ. 
4to,  Bafel.  1738. 

■  ■  Cbronicon  Helveticum,  &c.    He- 

raufgegaben  von  Johann  Rudolf  Ifelin.  2  vols. 
Fol.  Bafel  1734,  1736. 

Tbefaurus  Hijloria  Helvetica.  Fol.  Tiguri.  1735. 

Statuti  delta  Valtelinay  &c.  Delia  Latina  nella 
i)olgar  Lingua  tradotta.  Par.  M.  Giorgio  Tra- 
verfo.    4to.  Coira.  1737. 

W.  Hifioria 
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W. 

Hifioria  Naturalis  Helvetia  curiq/a,  in  VII  See* 
Hones  digefttt.  AuRcrq  Jo.  Jacob  Wagncro. 
it  mo.  Tiguri.  1680. 

Hi/hire  de  la  Confederation  Befoetiq*?.  Par  M. 
Alexandre  Louis  de  Wattewille.  a  rob.  8vo. 
Bern.  1758.  aifo  Yverdon.  1768, 

D*IveiT)ois  Tableau  Bifimque  et  Politique  des  Re* 
*  "volutions  de  Geneve,  a  Geneve  178a.  Tranfc 
tated  into  Engliih,  and  publifhed  under  the 
following  title:  An  Hijlirieal  and  Politics? 
View  rf  the  Conftitution  and  Revolutions  of  G** 
tieva  in  the  Eighteenth  Century.  By  Francis 
Dlvernois,  Efq.  Dublin,  17*4- 

Baron  de  Zurlaubcn's  Hi/ioint  Milifaire;  da  Smfes 
au  Service  de  la  France  avec  des  pieces  Jufticaifaes. 
8  vols,  in  i2ino.  Paris  1751 — 1753* 


Code  Militaire    des    Strifes 

pour  fervir  de  fuite  a  PHiftoire  Militaire  dei 
Sutjfci  aufervice  de  la  France.  4  vols,  in  1  amo. 
Paris.   1758—1764. 
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HE  following  TABLE  exhibits  the  prefent 
order  of  the  thirteen  cantons,  and  the  sera 
of  their  reception  into  the  Helvetic  confe- 
deracy : 


fZuric        

Berne      — — 
Lucerne    — 

Uri        

Schweitz     — 
Underwalden 

Zug         

Glarus       — 


Bafle        

Friburgh         .  ■ 

1 4  Soleure      

g     Schaffhaufen    — 
g  lAppenzel     ; 


Reformed  religion 

Reformed  — 

Catholic  — 

Catholic  — 

Catholic  — 

Catholic  — 

Catholic  — 

Mixed  — 

Reformed  — 

Catholic  — 

Catholic  — 

Reformed  — 

Mixed  — 


»3So 
13S* 
*33* 
»3'5 
13*5 
»3*5 
»35* 
*35i 

1501 
1481 
1481 
1501 

•5»3 
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The  quota  of  troops  to  be  fumilhed  by  each 
canton  in  cafe  of  war,  will  appear  from  the 
following  diftribution,  which  was  fixed  in  1668, 
in  order  to  form  a  confederate  army  of  9,600 
men*  The  fame  proportion  to  be  obfeired,  if 
an  augmentation  of  troops  might  be  thought  ne- 
ceffary : 

Zuric             ■ 1,400 

Berne        —  - s*ooq 

Lecerae        —  — *  M°° 

Uri             •_ ~  -, 4OQ 

Schweitz        .  609 

Underwalden    400 

Zng         «*— — -  40a 

Glarus        — —  400 

Jfafle         — r-r  — —  400 

Triburgh        ^-^—             —  800 

Soleure        — — r  ■  600 

Schaffhaufen       — *-         _—  400 

Appenzel       '                  — —  600 

9,600 


No.  2. 
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No.  a. 

I  USED  my  utraoft  endeavours  to  render  the 
General  Map  of  Switzerland,  which  accompanies 
this  work,  as  complete  as  poffiblc ;  and  as  there 
was  no  accurate  delineation  of  the  whole  coun- 
try yet  given  to  the  public,  I  colle&ed  the  bed 
maps  of  the  various  parts  of  Switzerland,  which 
I  was  able  to  procure.  From  thefe  authorities, 
whfch  are  here  enumerated,  Meffrs.  Palmer  and 
Baker  compiled  the  prefent  engraving ;  and  to 
their  merit  the  public  is  indebted  for,  what  I 
hope,  will  be  deemed,  the  beft  general  map  of 
Switzerland  yet  extant* 

I.  Carte  de  tk  Suiffe  Romande  qui  comprend  le  Pays 
de  Vaud  et  le  Gouvernement  d9  Aigle,  dependant 
du  Canton  de  Berne9  divi/es  en  leurs  Bailliages. 
Ok  Von  a  dijlingue  eeux  qui  appartiennent  au 
Canton  de  Fribourg  et  ceux  out  font  poffedes  en 
commun  par  ces  deux  Repubtiques>  ainjt  que  les 
Etats  et  Pays  adjacents.  Levee  Geometrique* 
mcnty  Sous  la  Permiffion  du  Soverain.  Par  le 
S.  H.  Mallet,  Ingenieur  Giograpbe.  17^1. 
4  fheets.    A  molt  excellent  and  correct  map. 

£.  Canton  Bafel  Daniel  Bruckner  Au&or,  Ema- 
nuel Biichel  Ddineavit.  Grave  a  Bailey  par  P. 
L.  Auvray,  Parifien.  Sous  les  Soins  de  M.  de 
Mechel.  1766.    A  very  correS  map. 

3.  Carte  Cborograpbique  de  la  partie  occidental  de 
POberlandou  le  Comte  de  Gruyeres  divifien  qua* 
tre  Bailliages  ou  Gouvernements  Affavoir  Gruy- 
eres.  Sanen.  Ober  Sibentba!.  et  Nider  SibentbaL 

ou. 


1 

j 
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eu  fe  Trottve  le  Gouvemement  cFAigle,  et  h 
JRailliage  de  Vevay.  Jvec  Us  Frontiers  de  la 
Republique  de  fValais,  et  des  Pays  Circenvoifim. 
Obfervcefur  les  Liemx  et  drejfiefitr  It  Manufcrit 
de  Samuel  Loup  de  Rougemont*  A  Londres* 
Pubiii  par  Afte  du  Parlcment.  1754.  Tolerably 
coirreft* 

a.  Tcp*£raphifce  TabetU  des  untern  Amtes  der 
Lucernerifcben  Vogtei  Entilbucb  Sam  dem  Mark 
zu  fVoIhanfett  begreifend  die  PfarreienEntilbueb% 
Romojj  Hajlis  Doplifcbwani^  und  Tbeils.  Wd* 
baufen  und  Matters  >  1782. 

b.  Topograpbifcbe  fabelle  der  beiden  Entlibucber* 
jEmter  Schupfbeiih  und  Efcblifmatt  in  Canm 
Lutern. 

C  Carte  de  la  Partie  fuperieure  de  f  Entlibuch. 

d.  Befondere  Pfrftellung  der  ganzen  Landfcbaft 
Entlibuch^  famt  einem  Tbeil  dss  benachbabrten 
Obwalden  und  BHenzerlandes.  Thefe  accurate 
maps  of  the  fmall  diftrid  of  the  Entlibuch 
were  publifhed  at  Lucerne  by  the  Rev*  M« 
Schnider,  author  of  the  Gejbicbte  der  Entli- 
bucber%  or  Hiftory  of  Entlibuch. 

5.  Cbarte  des  Vier  Walftatter  Sees  ;  publUhed 
without  date  or  name  of  place  in  17^5:  re* 
prefenting  the  Lake  of  Lucerne,  parts  of  the 
cantons  of  Schweitz  and  Under walden,  and 
of  the  diftriti  of  Engelberg.  This  little  map* 
printed  with  moveable  types,  appears  to  me 
correct. 

6.  Canton  Solotburn$  five  Pagus  Helvetia  Solodu- 
renjis  cum  confinibus  recenter  de  lineal  us  per  Ga- 
brielem  tValferun^  V.  D.  At.  edentibus  Homann 
Hercdib.    Norimberga.   1766,   C,P,S,CJ. 

The 
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The  errors  of  this  jnap,  which  is  extremely 
imperfedl,  hare  been  as  much  as  poffible  cor- 
rected. 

J.  Route  de  Bale  a  Bienne  par  la  ValUe  de  Moi* 
tier  et  Pierre  Pertuis  dam  tEvecbe  de  Balei 
1788.    Very  correct 

S.  Nouvelle  Carte  du  pays  de  Grifons+  avecfes  de- 
pendences la  Valteline%  le  Cmte  de  Cbiaveune  et 
Bormio. 

Rbatia  Faderataeum/ubditis  eiterris.  Amftdodami 
Joaunis  St  men.  A0  171 1.  Johannes  van  Lug- 
tenburg  GeographL.  Deline.  et  Sculp.  During 
my  travels  through  the  Griibns,  I  found  this 
map  tolerably  corredt. 

9.  Mappa  della  tinea  e  dei  Termini  di  Ccnfini  //- 
rata  fra  lo  Stato  di  Milano  e  Dominio  Rheto 
1764.  Verycorredt. 

10.  Carti  dells  Baliaggii  Suizzeri.  di  Lugano  e  di 
Mendrijioj  Dejfta  di  G.  Conn  Finfler  di  Zurigo. 
Grave  par  Glau&er  a  Zug  1786.  In  Schintz 
Beytraege  zur  naehern  Kenntnifs  des  Schweit- 
zerlandes. 

11.  Die  Landfcbaft-Livenen  Voile  Leventina  J. 
H.  Meyer  del.  1784.  Claulher  Sculp,  in  Zug. 
In  Schintz  Beytraege.  Having  never  vifited 
thefe  parts  delineated  on  thefe  maps,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  affert  from  my  own  knowledge  that 
they  are  exaft ;  but  have  every  reafon  to  pro- 
nounce that  they  are  not  incorreft. 

12.  Hel  etia  Pagi  feu  Cant  ones  13,  &c.  Nova 
Helvetia  Tabula  Geographical  &c.  a  Joh.  Ja- 
cobo  Scheuchzero  Tigurino  Med.  D.  Math. 
Prof.  1712.  Four  (heets.  For  the  north- 
eafUsrn  parts  of  Switzerland. 

This 
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This  map,  although  imperfect  in  many 
parts,  was  neceflkHly  followed,  in  order  to 
complete  the  whole,  and  particularly  for  the 
north-eaftern  parts,  for  which  it  is  aHowed  to 
be  the  bed  map  txtant. 
13.  Carte  Topograpbique  (P  AlUmapie^  fait  par  J- 
W.  Iaeger  a  Francfort  fur  le  Meih  fe  rend 
chez  l'auteur  avec  P.  de  S.  M.  I.  In  many 
fheets. 

The  whole  has  been  corrected  as  much  as 
poflible  from  my  journals,  and  from  the  obfer- 
vations  which  I  made  during  my  fucceflive  tra- 
vels in  Switzerland.  - 


No,  3. 

ITINERARIES  of  four  tours  through  Swit- 
zerland, in  1776,  1779,  1785,  and  1786; 
with  the  diftances  marked  in  leagues  and  Eftglifk 
miles.  It  may  be  neceflary  to  apprife  the  tra- 
veller >  that  although  I  (pared  no  pains  in  older 
to  afcertain  the  refpe&ive  diftances,  yet  in  many 
places,  and  particularly  in  the  mountainous  dif- 
trids,  it  was  impoifible  to  obtain  that  degree  of 
accuracy  which  I  could  have  defired*  For  in 
thofe  parts,  the  diftances  being  not  meafured, 
can  only  be  conjedtured  from  the  time  employed 
in  traverfingHhem. 

TOUR 
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Dates. 


'      T  0  U  R  in  1776. 

T7NTERED  Switzerland 
XL  yrafli  Strasburgh 

Leagues. 

Miles. 

July 

"■ 

20. 

##</  Donefcbingen 

21. 

'  '  at  SCHAFFHAUSEN    - 

Lauffen 

1 

&. 

to  the  Catarad 

SCHAFFHAUSEN      - 

1 

ii 

23. 

Dieflenhoffen 

2 

6i 

Stein 

2 

6t 

by  water  to  the  IJle  of 

Rekhenau    - 

4^ 

"4* 

Constance 

ii 

5 

a* 

L  of  Meinau         - 

5 

i«f 

Constance 

5 

164 

Rojhacb     - 

9 

3o 

by  land  to 

35. 

St.  Gallen 

3T 

7 

Tuffen 

It 

'  4 

26. 

Appenzel 

^ 

8* 

• 

Oberried    - 

3 

10 

27. 

Saletz 

3 

10 

•    Werdenberg 

2 

6i 

Trivabacb 

3 

10 

Sargans 

1 

3t 

28. 

.    Walienftadt 
by  water  to  ^ 

3 

10 

Wefen    >    - . 

4 

!3 

by  land  to 

29. 

Gjlarus 

2 

«t 

Scbwanden 

Ij- 

5 

to  the  Panten-Bruck 

2t 

9 

3°^ 

Glarus 

4i 

H 

Bitten  '     -    • 

2| 

9 

Diftances. 


Vol.  IL 


M  m 


S3* 


DttM. 


July 

3»- 
Aug.  i. 

a. 


7- 


10. 
ii. 

i  a. 

*3- 
14. 
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Difaaces. 


Sibncn 

Einfidlin      - 

Rapperfchwyl 
by  water  to 

Zuric 
by  land  to 

Albis 

Cappel 

ZUG  r 

Immenfee       ~ 
by  land  to 

Kufnacht     - 
by  water  to 

LuCtRNE 

Fluelen 
by  land  to 

Al-TDORF 

Am  Steg     - 
Wafen 

DeviU  Bridge 
to  Sfital  on  St.  Gotbard 
Hofpital 
Realp 
over  the  Furca 
Obergejlelen 
Munfter 
Obergejielen 
Spital  on  the  Grim/el 
Handeck       - 
Meyringcn 
Grindelwald 
Lauterbrunnen 
Leifingen      •       *    - 
£fch'k  * 


Lctgnts. 

lfibs. 

ii 

s 

4i 

14 

4 

»3 

7i. 

*5 

ai 

«T 

It 

J 

It 

5 

a 

6^ 

■ 

i^ 

fe 

IO 

a8 

t 

a 

8i 
61- 

ii 

5 

•I 

a 

9 
6^ 

It 

51- 

4i 

?4i 

ii 

5 

*i 

a 

5 

8i 

6i 

4 

«3 

4i 

Hi 

3 

IO 

3     , 

IO 

i     ' 

3i 

*  P  *  %  *  V  I 


Dates. 

Atjoust 
16. 


*7- 

l9- 

to. 

I. 

2. 


Frutigen 

Kander/teg  - 
Winteregg    - 
wer  the  Gemtni 
Baths  of  Leuk 
Leuk 
~  Siders 
St.  Leonard 
Sion 
Ridda 
Martigny  - 
St.  Maurice 
to  hex 
Martigny    - 
Trim 

Valorfine     ~ 
the  Priory  in  the 
Valley  of  Chamouny 
Salenche 
Clufe     %    - 
Bonneville 
Artha* 
Cbcne 
Geneva 
Ver/oi        ~ 
Copet 
Crqffi 
Kyon 
Rolle 
Morget 
Lausanne 
Lutri 
Cuilli 
Vevay 
Lausann* 
Mm  2 


X. 
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Difttcre*. 

Leagues. 

flnHCS* 

»± 

74 

3 

io 

2 

64 

3* 

12^ 

3 

IO 

3 

IO 

2 

-    64 

»4 

5 

2 

6^ 

2^ 

84 

*4 

7i 

I 

3* 

34 

I0'f 

2  J 

84 

»4 

5t 

3 

IO 

4 

*3 

3 

IO 

3 

IO 

2 

64 

2 

64 

> 

»4 

«4 

54 

» 
T 

.24 

»4 

5 

»4 

4 

*4 

71 

»4 

9 

*4 

74 

I 

34 

.  t 

V 

«4 

2 

64 

if 

124 

53* 
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Datet. 


SEPT. 


I 


6. 


8. 


*3- 
14- 

i5- 


18. 

2C 


21. 


532« 


Coffonex 

Abbaye 

Romain-motier 

Orbe 

Yverdun 
to  Clendy 

Granfon 

St.  Aubin 

Boudri 

Neuchatel 

Vallengin    - 

Chaux  de  Fond 

Lode 

Neuchatel 

Thielle 

Anet 

Walperfchwyl 

Morat 

Avenches 

Friburgh 

Neunec 

Berne 

Worb 

Signau 
to  Langenau 

Berne 

Riederen       ., 

Gimmenen    - 

Morat 
*  Avenches 

Payerne 

Marndw       ;- 

Moudon     - : 

Montpreveires 
'  Lausanne  . ; 


Difbnce*. 


Lcagae*.  I 


Ma» 


3 
3 

*T 


3 
iT 

*r 
I 

*T 

It 
3t 
It 
I 

«f 

4 

It 


»t 


10 

"r 
io 

4 

f 

3t 
io 

4i 

5 

3i 

7t 

St 
lo| 

St 
3t 
»t 
«3 
5 


*T 

9 

3 

io 

»T 

9 

It 

5 

3 

IO 

It 

5 

6 

20 

It 

4 

It 

a 

St 
6r 

2 

s 

6i 

't 

S 

81 

7t 
61 
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SfipT. . . 


*3- 

Oct.  22. 

*3- 


24. 

25- 
26. 

27. 


29, 


Morges        • 
Rolle 

Nyon         • 
Crqfli        ,-   - 
Gopet 
Gentbod 

Geneva.        -  , 
to  Avignon. — Returned  to 
Geneva       -    ■ 
Copet 
Craffi 
Nyon 
Rolle 
Morges 
Lausanne 
Echalens 
Yvcrdun 
Granfon        + 
St.  Aubin 
Boudri 
NeuchateI 
St.  Blaifc 
Neuville        -  . 

BlENNB#        *    - 

Grencbe 
Sol^ure 
WietfcflJach 
Balftal      m   - 
Waldenburg   m  * 
Leiqhftall 
jo  Aug/l  •  .v . 

Basl; 


u 

S33 

1  Diftaacn 

Leagues. 

Mitt. 

.  *t 

7t 

H 

9 

;a* 

7r 

;*i 

4 

if 

5 

if 

3* 

;>* 

4f 

2f 

8i 

If 

5 

«i 

4 

2i 

7f 

:«* 

9 

*i 

7f 

raf 

9f 

•  3t 

10^ 

.  1 

3t 

3 

10 

1* 

4f 

ii 

5 

1 

Si 

ii 

6i 

3 

10 

»f 

8i 

*T 

7f 

a: 

<* 

2 

6f 

•2I 

»t 

2f 

9f 

1* 

5* 

2' 

6f 

554 


July 


19. 


so* 


3* 


%. 
4. 
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TOUR  in  1779. 

ENTERED  Switzerland 
/ran  Milan, 

COMO 

Mendrifio 

Co*o 
iy  tw/*r  to 

Pliniana 

Clarice 
1      Domafio         * 

Co/lira         - 
by  land  to 

Fort  Fuentes 
by  water  to 

Riva 
by  land  to 

Chiavenna 

Bendo 

Cafaecia 
toSiglio 
to  St.  Morezzo 

Selvd  Piana 
'    Julian  Columns 
to  Bfao  * 

'    St.  Mornto 

Severs         * 

Zutz  ,  - 

Scautfij        • 

Cernetz         • 

Lavim 

Jtrdetx         * 

Remus 
Haudere 


LOfM* 

to* 

8 

85 

at 

7i 

2* 

7* 

'4 

4 

*4 

7* 

H 

9 

1 

** 

t 

«« 

*i 

7* 

% 

«i 

n 

7* 

a* 

*i 

a 

6i 

it 

5 

i 

«t 

a* 

8J 

ii 

5 

4* 

«5t 

ii 

4 

1* 

5 

4 

»* 

»i 

9 

«* 

Si 

'i 

5 

i* 

5 

H 

4 

3i 

IOJ- 
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X.  5SS 


6. 


*7- 
18. 


*5* 


Craun         • 

£*/ 

•St.  Afar/a 

Bormio 
Sondalo 
Tirano 

r^ 

Sondrio 

P.  J/.  P/*/f* 

Morbegno 
I*  Dalebio 

Morbegno 

Sondrio 

Chief* 

Cafaucia 

Bondo 

Chiavenna 

Ifola 

Splugcn 

Andeer 

Tufis 

Rnchenau 

Coire         • 
u  Haldcnftein 

Coire.      .  . 

Churwalden 

Fatzferol 

Alventto 

An  der  Wiefat 

Claris 

Davos 

Laret  •  » 

Kublit 


Diftnc 

* 

Leagues 

Mile.. 

at 

"75 

at 

n- 

»'r 

7 

4r 

I4t 

a± 

7r 

3 

10 

it 

5t 

** 

9 

»r 

5 

a* 

7* 

1* 

4 

if 

4 

4* 

14 

1* 

Si 

5 

l6r 

af 

8T 

aT 

7* 

3 

10 

3* 

11 

a£ 

9 

at 

8±, 

a* 

9 

1* 

5* 

5 

a  •■ 

s 

T 

2 

«* 

5* 

ai 

7* 

if 

5t 

it 

5 

if 

5 

4 

4* 

I 

3* 

3; 

10* 

S3* 

A    P    P    B 

DtteK 

: 

SepT. 

Scbiers 

26. 

Malans 

Pfefers 

to  tbi  Baths 

Pfflers 

Zitzers 

27. 

Coire 

Reicbenau 

Trim 

Ilantz 

a8. 

7W mf  ■ 

29. 

Difentis 

Ciamut^ 

3°- 

Urfiren    » 

FT*/** 

Oct. 

Ant  St  eg 

1. 

Altdorf 

Fluelen  : 

* 

.    fy  wafer  to 

Brunnen 

by  land  to 

Schweitz 

- 

Brunnen- 

by  water  to 

2. 

Gerifau 

Buocbs 

by  land  to 

STANT2T* 

Stantzjlad 

by  water  to 

J- 

Lucerne 

by  land  to 

Honau 

Knonau 

Dilbaee* 


Leagues. 

Mil* 

2* 

H 

»i 

74 

»* 

5 

i 

»* 

l 

*» 

1* 

5 

■H 

5 

•U 

5i 

.  1 

3i 

:3 

J2* 

10 
'  9i 

:»* 

74 

!3J 

lOr 

i*i 

9 

J2 

51 
6* 

I2* 

»J 

!•* 

U 

;2J 

n 

!• 

3i 

I 

a 

»* 

5 

H 

4 

»i 

4 

♦ 

n 

«i 

7* 

2i 

8J 

ai 

9 
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Albis 

. ' '  ™ 

League* 

Miles* 

Oct. 

ai 

7t 

4* 

ZURIC 

at 

8i 

Bajferftorf      - 
Winterthur     - 

at 

7t 
5i 

5» 

toFratfenfield    - 

3t 

lOf 

6. 

!     Zuric 

7t 

24 

. 

Dieticon         -         - 

at 

7t 

: 

Baden         -          - 

3i 

7 

Konigsfelden 

»T 

5i 

to  the  Batbi  of  Sebintznacb 

I 

1 

3t 

3 

Hapjburgh 

4 
1 

_  * 

Bruck 

4 

I* 

Stille 

7 
T 

a£ 

Klingnau  \    -        - 

2 

6t 

_  i 

7- 

Wakifhut        -       - 

I 

3t 

Oil 


July 
19. 


TOUR  in    1785. 

pNTERED  Switzerland 
**  from  Munich,       § 

at  SCHAFFHAUSEN 

to  the  Catarafi  at  Lauffen 

SCHAFFHAIJSEN 

Lotjietten 
Eglifau 
Buladi 
.  Kloten 
20.  Zuric 

Meile 

I       by  water  to 
•      Weddenfchvfeil 


nd 

•   \ 

T 

1  1 

zl 

at 

•i± 

2 

•i 

2 

' 

'* 

3t 

3t 

9 

7* 

4 

6J 

St 

6i 
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»* 


*6. 


Au*.  a* 


July       Jy  Am/  /# 

44*  Ricblifwick     4 

by  water  to 
I  of  Ufnau 
Rappetfcirtryl 

Grimengen 

by,  land  to 
Zurk:         « 
Regenfterg 
to  /iv  ty  ^  the 

Lagerberg      « 
Zuric 
Ap  water  to 
Baden 
by  land  to 
Windijb 
Kcnigsfeldfn 
to  the  Baths  of  Scbintzhacb 
Hapjburgb 
Bruck 
by  wafer  to 
Lauffenburgh 
Basle 

tO  STR  AifBUR6H.-fc*Jbw 

turned  to 
Basle 
/y  land  to 
Arlefbcim 
Baslk 


i: 


fa. 


JUfcg« 


Ma«. 


a 


*i 

5 

I 

# 

fei 

94 

fcf 

9* 

t 

3* 

k* 

S 

B 

IO 

k 

3* 

4 

»J 

4 

»3 

ij 

5 

T 

1 

I 

Si 

i. 

* 

i 

ii 

8 

26 

61 

ai 

5 
5 
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Avcust 

Lttg^. 

Ma*. 

Rtinacb         * 

It 

5 

Grellingen 

I 

3t 

Lauffen 

If 

5 

Delmont 

3 

10 

Corrandelin 

1 

3i 

Munfter 
MoUeray 
JPiertt  Pettuis 

it 

5 

15. 

at 

H 

m 

1 

3t 

Reucbnete 

a 

«fr 

BlENNR 

2 

6* 

Orenebe 

1    ** 

7 

tf. 

SOLEURE 

at 

n 

. 

Kilcbberg 

a* 

9 

HindeOmk    - 

1* 

4 

1*, 

Bernb 

2* 

9 

Worb 

it 

5- 

Signau 

3 

10 

Langenau 

it 

5 

Efchlifmat      - 

3 

10 

Sbuepfen 

it 

5 

ai< 

Enthbuch 

2t 

8* 

fVolhaufen     * 

at 

7 

Makers 

2 

6f 

33. 

Lucerne 

2t 

7 

Winke 

I 

3t 

by  water  to 

Alpnacb 

2 

6} 

by  land  to 

Same 

It 

5 

by  water  to 

Saxelen 

A. 

a' 

»t 

by  land  to 

Kernwald 

5 

«4- 

Stantz 

-  2 

6£ 

Graffenert      »       •- 

*J: 

7t 

54» 
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Leagues. 

Miles. 

August 

'  •   _ 

*5- 

Engelberg 
over  the  Suren  Alps  to 

2 

6f 

26. 

Altdorf 

S 

i6f 

AmSteg 

*t 

8t 

Wafen 

2 

6f 

Urferen 

i£ 

5f 

27. 

Hofpital 

1 

3i 

to  Spital  on  St.  Gotbard 

It 

5t 

28. 

.  Hofpital 

2 

6i 

Realp 

4 

5t 

over  the  Furca  andGrimfel 

29. 

to  Spital 

St 

18 

Handeck 

2 

6t 

3°* 

-  Meyringen     - 

4 

»3 

31. 

Grindelwald 

4f 

»4* 

SBPT.  I-  ! 

Lauterbrunnen 

3 

10 

,    .   Leifingen 

3 

10 

JE/cbi 

1 

3t 

3- 

.    Frutigen  v     - 

*t 

7i 

Kanderfteg     -    *     • 

3 

10 

Winteregg 

2 

6* 

over  the  Gemmi  to 

4* 

Baths  of  Leuk 

31 

"^ 

Siders 

3 

i6t 

» 

St.  Leonard 

a 

6i 

5. 

SlOK 

if 

S 

«/ 

Ridda 

2 

6i 

Martigny 

2t 

8t 

6. 

Trient 

2f 

8i 

7- 

the  Priory 

3* 

a»i 

8. 

afcended  Montanvert 

Valorfine 

3 

10 

Trient 

i£ 

S* 

10. 

Martigny 

at 

«t 

St.  Maurice 

2* 

1    7t 

APPEND! 


Diets. 


Sept. 


ii. 


12. 


1 3-. 


1 6, 


Oct.  6. 


.    8. 
:    9- 


Bex 

to  Bevieux 
Bex 

Aigle 

Villeneuve    - 

Vevay  • 

by  water  to 

Mcillerie 

Ouchy 
by  land  to 

Lausanne 

Morges        -         .   - 

Rolle 

Nyon 

Copet 

Geneva 
to  Lyons. — Returned  to 

PoNTAfcLIER 

St.  Pierre 

Verrieres 

Motiers  * 

Trover's 

Rocbefort        -, 

Neuchatel 

Tbielle 

Anet 

Walperfcbwyl 

Morat 

Friburoh 

Motier 

'Greng  -  * 

by  water  to 

Motier 
to  Mount  Vuilly 

Greng 


&• 
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Diftaacet. 

Leagues. 

Milo. 

I 

3t 

i  ^ 

it 

X 

it 

% 

ii 

J 

«i 

7 

*T 

7 

af 

7* 

*l 

9 

X 

X 

4 

T 

*t 

7* 

H 

9 

*t 

7* 

'i 

5i 

2f 

«t 

I 

3t 

'«■* 

Si 

*i 

9 

1 

3t 

2t 

7* 

«i 

Si 

l£ 

$'* 

I 

3* 

«f 

«t 

4 

»3 

4 

*3 

4' 

«3 

X 

-  * 

» 

**^ 

T- 

a 

X 

it 

I 
T 

»* 

f*» 


0CT«B£B 


IS. 


*3* 


^4. 


Sept. 


18. 
19. 
40. 


A   ?    P    I    N    B    I 

X. 

DtftlM. 

[utg*.*** 

by  land  to 

Coujwimitx       ~        - 

* 

If 

_  * 

Morat 

t 

if 

Arbcrg 

3t  1 

lit 

Nidau 

It 

Si 

Bl*nn* 

J 

T 

It 

Rcuchnete 

a 

6i 

Pierre  Pertuh 

% 

6i 

Tavanmes 

* 

It 

Bdlda* 

Glevillter        -          * 

it 

5 

3 

10 

Porrntrtj 

4 

»$ 

Grandyiitord 

3 

10 

Bcfibrt         v           ** 

«t 

7t 

Altkirch 

£ 

20f 

Ba$ls 

« 

20 

Blotxbe'm 

H 

9 

MuUiAUS£H 

1      3i  «« 

TOUR  in  1786. 

ENTERED  Switzerte* 
^  from  Paris  <wa/  DiJON 

4 

through 

Pontarijsr          * 

£/,  Pierre      * 

1 

J* 

Joigne 

»* 

9 

Orbe 

3t 

11 

&  Barlbelmi 

H 

9 

Morge*        * 

si 

13 

Roile 

2i 

9 

1          Nyon           -          « 

•         it 

7i 

1          Copet 

.         1.J 

1  5i 
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S»PT, 

*3- 


a9» 

*    3°* 

0<JT.  I9 


3- 


9- 


#  Geheya 

Copet 
Jtyon 
Rolle 
Morges 
&.  Barthfilcmi 
Orbe 
Yverdon 
GranTon 
S/.  Aubin 
Boudri 
Neuchat&i, 
St.  Blaife 
Neuvilfe 
by  watfr  to 
L.  St.  Peter 
Neuville 
by  land  to 
Neuchatel 
ThielU 
Afiet 

Walperfclmyl 
Morat 

to  Villart 

Morat 

Greng 
by  water  to 

Motier 

Greng 
by  land  to 

Coujouvaux 

tO  FRIBUMUf 

Greng 
Morat 
Gimmenen 


K» 

543 

pia-n.. 

Letgoai. 

Mile* 

*v 

8t 

9i 

*i 

*i 

54 

*i 

7* 

»i 

9 

It 

9 

*T 

7t 

I 

3* 

* 

IO 

** 

4* 

•  * 

5 

1 

3* 

If 

^ 

tt 

4 

•t 

4 

•* 

9 

I* 

5* 

1 

II 

4 

'3 

X 

* 

if 

X 

ft 

it 

X 
ft 

it 

s 

T 

» 

5 

T 

2 

X 

1 

♦ 

T 

3t 

13 

4 

»3 

X 

'i 

2 

6i 
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Octobsr 

Riedertn      •  • 

ifr 

Berne 

»7- 

Mafic 
to  Thun 

.!&- 

Berne 

Hrndelbajik 

19. 

Kilcbberg 

Burberg 

Murgentbal 

Zoffingen 

Tagmerfelkn 

Surfee 

Adclwil 

SO. 

Lucerne 

Honau 

Krwnau 

Albis 

21. 

ZURIC 

Bafferjlmf     . 
Winterthur     -. 

«4- 

Iflikon 
Frauenfield 

Mulbeim 

, 

Constance 

Zell 

a5« 

SCHAFPHAUSEN 

Ncunkircb 

45. 

Laucbingen 
Waldfhut 

Lauffenburgh 

Seckingen 

Rheinfeiden 

*8. 

Baslb 

1        DUbattt. 

Imagoes. 

Mile 

** 

Si 

»i 

4 

*'* 

8t 

3i 

iif 

3± 

»t 

li 

5t 

It 

s1 

a* 

9 

ii 

4 

3i 

I2t 

It 

5 

ai 

7i 

2 

6t 

i£ 

5t 

»T 

9 

aT- 

7t 

2t 

«t 

2* 

9 

2T 

7* 

af 

8t 

2i 

7t 

ii 

5* 

Zt 

7r 

I 

§* 

2 

«i 

3t 

»T 

1 

5y 

18 

5* 

18 

2 

6i 

3 

IO 

3 

10 

3, 

10 

It 

5 

2 

6^ 

3 

10 
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JfA*  river,  vol.  i.  p.  149,  1$$,  156",  157.  cttara&of  the,  1*4.' 
*■*     Jar,  river,  vol.  i.  p  114,  180.  its  iburcet,  191.  gold-daft  found 
in  it*  bed,  ibid.  excHrfioa  to  its  fource,  p.  19$,  soft*,  valley  of  the, 
*99*  3°f»  fftU  of  the  river,  301,  323,  vol.  ii.  p.  a,  80. 
Aar-gUtfcbtr,  mountains,  vol.  i.  p.  291. 
Abbayty  t  village,  vol.  i.  p.  448. 
Abewdbergj  mo  on  tain,  vol  ii.  p.  70. 
/iJJay  river,  vol.  ii.  p.  166,  170.  fource  of  the,  m,  223.  canal  of  tot) 

jtJtiric,  St.  vol*  i.  p.  90. 

Mi%*%  river,  vol.  it.  p.  2 18. 

Aefcbiy  vol.  i.  p.  323. 

Afboluren^  t  village  oearZaric,  vol.  t.  p.  96". 

XPAJpji  Count.    See  St.  BartStUmi, 

JUommm.    See  St.  MtiuHti. 

Agmttt  daughter  of  Qicen  of  Hungary,  endows  the  convent  of  Koaig& 

feldrn,  vol.  i.  p.  iaa. 
Ai*il*f  t  burgh,  vol.  ii.  p.  420. 

VtU  ™  Na  ^g/r, 


INDEX. 

AiiU%  laltworka,  vol.  i,  p.  439.  government,  441,  44}. 

A&emeny  Angular  paftagc  from  Leak  to  that  village,  vol  L  p.  31$,  3tf> 

Mertftf  Hapiburgh,  the  emperor,   aflaffiuated,  vol,  i.  p.  1 19—1*1. 

^f&j.  t  village  near  Zoric,  vol  i.  p.  ao8. 

M*U%  torrent,  vol.  ii.  p.  336. 

AlUmm€t%  perpetual,  between  Prince  and  the  Swift  Cantons,  vol  i.  p. 

too.  tt  jcq.  infringed  upon,  104— £07. 
w  chain  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  66-— 78. 
i«i,  t  cafcade,  vol.  i.  p.  304. 
nmtb%  a  village  in  Untcrwalden,  vol.  i.  p.  148,  149. 

\fjcb<lentn-b*ruy  mountains,  voL  ii.  p.  73,  74. 

iet  Amgmes,  a  houfe  in  Upper  Engadtna,  vol  ii.  p.  193*  194. 
AUbrfy  the  chief  burgh  of  the  canton  Uri,  voL  i.  p,  t>4t. 
AHitty  mountains,  vol  ii.  p.  74. 
Altitude^  of  different  mountains  open  the  globe  compared,  vol.  i.  p.  361 

—3*4-  "  "  '  ; 

Ahenrw,  baths  of,  vol.  il  p.  336,  fg^.  , 

Am»dtwty  the  Bin.  of  Savoy,  "hi*  tomb  and  hiftorv,  vof.i.  p.  4*8—419. 

Amficiuy  Dr.  of  Zitzers,  hit  eOQuiriea  into  the  natural  osconomy  of  the 
Marmot,  vol.  ii.  p.  179. 

Amd*rwjem%  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  337. 

DyAmdimuy  Madame,  vol.  i.  p.  16 1. 

Amgtitrm%  cattle  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  43*. 

AntomiMBt  ftmiy  a  monument  of,  discovered,  vol.  u  p.  43%. 

Aftt*%tly  mountain!  of,  vol.  i.  p.  at.  canton  of,  *».  hiftory,  14.  go- 
vernment, ibid,  LaiiUmm**)  ftf  9ttt  magiftrate,  tkid.  commerce  and 
induftly,  a$.  bleachory,  ibid,  cotton  manufactory,  Hid.  defcriptioo  of 
the  country,  16*.  journey  from  thence  to  Saletx,  30,  31.  receives  fab- 
fidies  from  France,  101,  103. 

AjHrts,  the  Rev.  Mr.  vol.  ii.  p.  196.  account  of  bis  works,  190%  197. 

Armu%  treaty  of,  vol.  i.  p.  106,  107. 

Ard*rf  a  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  203. 

Atdtt*y  a  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  30J. 

Ari/furmcy%  definition  of,  vol.  1.  p.  139,  note. 

Arlf/betm,  town  of,  vol.  i.  p.  160— 16*. 

Armibergy  mountain,  vol.  L  p.  157. 

Artma, ,  sown  of,  ..vol .  U. .  p.  43%. 

Arp49*s+  '  See  MagUud. 

Arvfy  river,  vol,  i.  p.  4%>t  4**« 

ArveMy  river.!  vol.  i.  p.  37$%  * 

Any,  town  of,  P.'N.  Chenaui  retires  thither,  vol.  L  p.  519; 

Ajbtfity  a  rock  of,  near  Chiaveona,  vol.  ji.  pr  aoi. 

Jmbitty  St.  tov»n  of,  vol.  ii.    p.  4$5- 

Aibfiwtubtbrunut+j  two  fprings  in  the  glacier  or  the  Furca,  vol.  i. 
p.  ao*. 

Amgijta  Rmnricorum.  an  ancient  Roman  town,   vol.  1     p.  15a,  153. 

AvmUuckety  bodies  of  fnow  that  f«H  from  the  mountains,  vol.  i.  p.  31ft. 
the  village  of  Leuk  partly  deltroyed  by  one,  3*6",  327. 

AntMibesy  anciently  Avewticmmy  a  burph  b  the  Puis  de  Vaod,  vol  t.  f. 
506.  its  aitiquity,  506,  #f /rf.  curious  Roman  Mofaic  pavement,  507 
—509.  amphitheatre,  $09.  other  remains  of  antiquity,  500— $lu 


B.  EOny 
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Badtny  town  of,  vol.  i.  p.  113.  htftory  of,  ibid,  government,  114. 

Bmduty  mevntaio*  vol.  Ii.  p.  3(3. 

BaiUiage,  a  fpecies  of  Swift  government  vol.  i.  p,  31,  33,  <r  p*Jt+* 

Battlimnsy  the  feven  Italiao,  ceded  to  the  Swift,  vol.  ii.  p.  424. 

BaUenftetny  prince,   infcription  to  bit  memory,  vol,  i.  p.  16*9. 

Balerna,  bailliage,  vol.  ii.  p.  16*3. 

BmlUubucbft)  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 

/?«/»«,  James,  e  guide,  di (covert  t  pra&icable  a/cent  to  the  famroit  of 
Moont  Blanc,  vol.  i.  p.  393,  384. 

La  Balm*,  ctve  of,  vol.  i.  p.  422. 

Baltbafar9  Mr.  vol.  i.  p.  217,  164 

Bar,  a  dtftrift  in  canton  Zug,  vol.  i.  p.  210. 

St.  Bartbelemi>  feat  of  Count  d'Affry,  vol,  i.  p.  451. 

Baflfy  journey  from  Zuric  to,  vol.  i.  p.  112.  ftrange  difference  of  the 
clocks  from  real  time,  127— 199.  fituation  of  the  city,  129.  com- 
merce, ibid,  cathedral,  ibtd.  Univerfity,  132.  public  library,  ibid. 
cabinet  of  petrifa&ions,  dec.  L33.  paintings  by  Holbein,  ibid,  tt  feqm 
bilbops  of,  their  refidence,  138.  See  Pirtntrn.  Conftitutton  and  go- 
vernment, 138—142.  mode  of  Heft  ion,  ibid,  election  of  profeflbrs* 
ibid,  fomptuary  laws,  144.  liberty  of  dse  citizens,  ibid,  education! 
14c. 'population,  ibid. 

Brnfftai^  vsHey  of;  vol.  i.  p.  170. 

La  Bat  bio,  near  Martigny,  vol.  i.  p.  340. 

St.  Beaty  mountains  of,   vol.  ii.  p.  6*0. 

2?e«»/*y,  Mr.  facceeds  in  reaching  the  fimimtt  of  Mont  Blanc,  vol.  i. 
p.  388/389. 

Belreritta,  village,   vol.  ii.  p  431. 

Be  Usui)  town,  vol.  ii.   p.  16*7. 

BeUtUji  abbey  of,  vol.  1.  p.  159,   160.  military  academy  there,  ibid. 

BtlUux$ut%  town  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  422.  its-hiftory,  422—42$. 

Btlpbtrg,  mountain  near  Berne,  vol.  ii.  p.  67,  68. 

Bercbtn%  Mr.  Van,  his  account  of  the  bouqaetins,  vol.  i.  p.  402. 

Bermtj  city  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  1.  buildings  and  fitoation  of,  1,  2.  biftory,  a* 
population  of  the  town  and  canton,  3.  fociety,  3*— 5.  trade,  5,  6. 
public  buildings,  ibid,  adrniniftration  of  juftice,  7.  public  library,  ibid, 
government,  10—17.  militia,  17,  18.  t*Urw  fiatt^  a  fiogular  rcgu> 
lation,  r8,  19. 

Bernoulli %  John,  the  mathematician,  vol.  i»  p.  143.  account  of  bis  three 
Ions,  ibtd. 

Jtavr,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  193. 

Bevid,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  190. 

AtfviVsrjr,  fait  works,  vol.  1.  p.  444,  44$. 

Bexy  faltworka,  vol.  i  p.  430—444. 

Be*af  Theodore,  vol.  ii.  p.  95.  ■ 

Blair'*  cabin,  vol  i.  p.  36*6,  369,  373* 

Blakeberg^  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  257. 

Blauebergi  mountain,  vol.  I.  p.  283. 

Bluntitalp,  vol.  ii.  p.  73. 
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BUnmf%  lake  of,  fee  St  Fetor's  IfU.    Tbwa  of,  journey  thither  free* 
Bafle,  vol.  i.  p  161—173.  defcriptioa  of  the  towa,  174.  governmeat,  ] 

174— .77.    revenues,    175.    language,    17*".    receive*  fubiidiea  frtra 
France,  &01. 

Biwajmf*  » village,  voj.  I.  p.  381,   3*4. 

Birfa  or  0f>i,  rlvtr,  vol.  i.  p.  147,  i6»»  108,  of  /<f .  A  f***nf ,    to. 

£r*rr#o/a/,  fee  Ttttjcblt.  s 

Becbart,<tht  Swift  antio/aery,  v*|.  i.  p.  431 ,  *jg*. 

BUtm  S't%  or  faper*6r  lake  of  CoaAaoae,  voL  i.  p.  if,  t*> 

2?#ix,  glacier  ot,  vol   i    p  37 4, 

BtnaJ****  village,  vol   ii    p.  313. 

/hvifo,  village,  vol.  ti.  p   *J6.  i 

BiwivarJ,  prior  of  St  Victor,  vol.  i.  p.  440..  roaaba  Ike  p*Mk tiktvv  at 
Gcnevt,  vol  ii.  99. 

£#»>sr,  Cbarle*,  of  Geneva,  account  *f  him  tad  hit  vrorka,  fol.ii.  -ft 

IOO— I  ox. 

Iwt: vi AV,  tke  capital  of  Tiodgwy,  voL  L  p.  413. 

Bmfltt%  Mr.  8e,  vol.  L  p.  84-^94. 

Ber^t  itrw,  Village  of*  vol  'ii.  p    1I4. 

iV-mir  fttoontaiat,  vol.  ii.   p.  10$.  cooaty  of,  *ii~»**$.  governs***) 

145—149.  revenue,  130.  religion,  431.  cow*  of»  *ji— 4*4.  4*0*  of 

freedom,  134*  *3J«  * 

Jbrvvm,  Sao  Carlo,  hit  «o4oibl  ftattt,  vol  it.  p.  43* r  43V 
Bigim,  glacier  of,  wol.  I.  p.5*S***4«  *' 

B**iri%  town  of,  vol.  i.   p.  455 .  . 

B—q*ttiu%  or  ike  moantata  go*t,  dtfctfptio*  tad  natural  hiftory  of  the, 

vol.  i.  p.  401—419.  lilt  of  the  aathnra  Who  hove  defcribed  ibt«  **k**V  1 

419—411. 
*Wg«t/*v,  4.  gale  of  Fikwrgk,  vdfc  i.  p.  ci*>  .  ; 

B—rrih  Mr.  kh  attempt  to  reach  the  ftmmit  of  Meat  fitac,  vol  L  p*  j 

381.  accompanies  Mr.  de  Sauffore, .  383.  ' 

Bprotrtffi  a  village,  vol.  i.  p.  481. 
Brmil^  a> village,  vol.  ii.  ^p»  104, 

Brmli$%  mountain,  -vol.  ii.  p.  Hi.  paflagc  over,  444,1**5. 
Br*tteUw%  plain  of,  baVtle  /ooght  there,' vol.  L,a.  148.  j 

Brtgty  river,  vol.  i.  p.  3. 

<MrM$rm%  novocain,  vol.  i.  p.  318,  31a.  vol.  ii.  p.  73. 
f  rWf  Jrtnaw,  gr*cier,*voI.  ti.  p.  73. 
Btemtty  lake  of,  vol.  I.  p.  44*. ' 
•Brtbaeby  river,  *ol.  i  -p." $»■ 

Brient*,  lake  of,  vol.  i.  p*  3*3-  •     *  * 

0*#>£,  one  of  <lkevduuriaa  in  the  Vtlraia,  vol.  L  p.  33/1,  331. 
Bft%  a  village,  vol.  i.  p.  48ft. 
Br$yty  river,  vol.  i.  p. 494.  Roman  iaicrip^ten  -upaabwlge  acre&lhe, 

9*. 

Brmttufy  village,  vol.  i.  p.  13d.'  treat?  of,  A 43. 

Bacbgterg,  a  protectant  bailliage  in,$eleure,  vol.  i.  p.  iStf-  i8a» 

Built,  town,  the  infurgeata  of  Crvyercanoet  there,  voL-^*»$*y. 

BunJt-prtjiJtnt.    See  Cwr* . 

J»«4  Mr.  Aoftrian  envoy  at  Rekht***r  vol.  it  p.  313. 


C. 
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c. 

V  *  -.         

CattrnJar,  mountain,  vol  ti.  p.  31 9. 

Caivim%  John,  the  reformer,  his  chaftlter,  vol.  ii.  p.  94—97.       * 
Gmmpil*  rjoldric,  his  valuable  weifc  upon  the  Grfions,  vol.  il.  p.  iq£,  107. 
account  of  hjtn  and  his  works  to;— -a  10.  poetic  version  of  ifct  Plain  it, 

•     4°9f 

Cmm*u-vtccHif  vot.  ii.  p.  166". 

dwjmmjgvl",,  an  Italian  general,  vol.  ii.  p,  413. 

Cujamtia^  village,  vol.  41.  p.  184. 

C«A+  $<£**,  *  village,,  vol.  i|%  p.  17©*. 

^flfJJaM^,  Jfhn  Nicola  t  Andrew,  a  leader  of  thft  iftfargeilfc  of  Qrnyerea, 
vol  i.  p.  j  16,  rf 7*  j    bis  flight,  51  J*.!** 

Cattii,,  village,  to],  h.  p.  3 10. 

Celcrikm^  plan  of,  70l.il.  p.  t8©\ 

j&awr«,  cpoontain,  vol.  it.  p.  417.    / 

Gtpi**y  valley  o^  vol.  Ii.  p.  ^5—13$.  village,  fsW. 
-C##*&r,  caftle,  vol.  i.  p.  487,  488. 

Crrarfis,  in  lower  £ngadina»  vol.  ii.  p.*o$. 

<Zb+uUfird%  a*own  00  (he  lake  of  Geneva,  vol  i.  p.  436. 

CbabUit^  vol.  i.  p.  413.  _  ' 

CBmUet%  a  glen  near  Mnnftcr,  vol.  i.  p.  168—170. 

Chamber  fecret,,    See  government  of  Frio*r{6. 

Obammt%  ao'animal  ia  the  Alp»,  vol.  L  p.  197,  198. 

Cba+cunjy  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  356.  glaciers  of,  359,  re  fa.. 

Cb*rb$9uier$t  village*  vol,  i.  p.  448. 

CbarUt  the  Bold,  duke  of  Burgundy,  befieges  Moraj,  and  ?s  defeated, 
vo>l.  i  p.  4f7  bit  imprudent  wai*  with  the  SwitV,  498,  *^/^  isftain 
in  the  battle  of  Nancy,  $04.  oonfeqaenctt  of  his  death  to  Switzerland, 

CbitrUs  It  gr«,  reltca  of,  vof.  1.  p .  14.  biftory  of,  ihiJ. 

fikvclti  the  7th  of  Fiance,  treaty  with  him,  vol  i.  p.  151. 

tma  Cbau*  Jt  fW,  1  v,  1 1  age,  vol.  i.  p.  463.     See  Licte. 

GbtMOMX,  PeUr  Nicolas,  a  leader  of  the  Lnfnrgeots  at  Grayer**,  vol.'i. 
p  S*6»  kt]*<l  &***  to  Tour  dc  la'Treine,  529.  advances  "to  Fofienk, 
$29.  retires,  519,  530.  taken,  533,  and  killed,  $34. 

Cb*n*%  %  tillage,  vol,  1.   p.  4x3. 

Cbimppi***  impeaches  Rnfca,  vol.  ii.  p.  307.    See  Rafca. 
■  Cbi*vtn*t  lake  of,  vol.  ii.   p.  170.  town  oft  289.  hiftory,  and  govern- 
ment,   89,  190    foliation,  population,  and  commerce,  290.  cur  ioutina 
in  Che  environs,  190—193. 

ChilUn%  cattle  of,  vol.  i.  p.  4*40*  . 

Cboiftmt%%  folly.     See  Vtrfau 

Cbmrwald  n?  diftria,  vol.  ii.  p.  330% 

CimMtJ  village,  vol  ii.  p.  363. 

CUrews.     See  C£*/f7/*r/ 

Clarify  villagt,  vol.il.  p.  1 6$.    -  -     .,    ' 

Cltf*r%  village,  vol.  ii.   p.  34a.  .     . 

Clmfe^  town  of,  vol.  i  -p.  4*3. 

CUfcttty  a  pais  inNencbatej;  voLi.  p,  46*.  ' 

Ctttvrs/,  Maroojs  de,  vol.  ii.  p.  106.  bis  hiftory,  actf,  107. 


INDEX. 

£»(•#,  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  40$. 

Cttr*%  town  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  318.  hiftory,  319.  government,  313— 4t> 

ceremony  of  adminiftering  the  oaths  to  the  BmmJs-frwfdimt  311. 

biihopric,  313.  rigfau  of  the  bifhops,  314— -3*6*.  ctthednl,  315,  310". 
C*ld*B+lm4t  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  3$e" . 
C#//ic«,  town,  vol.  ii.  p.  167. 

C*IUf9i*,  affembliet  of  the  protectant  Grifoo  clergy,  vol.  it  p.  371. 
C»£sV»W,  town,  vol.  i.  p.  4$$. 
C*kfnt%  tn  extraordinary  inaccemWe,  on  mount  Pilate*  vol.  L  p.  114, 

a»$. 
Cmiwfs%  Philip  de,  hit  acconot  of  the  efie&t  of  the  defeat  of  Charles  tbt 

Bold  epon  hit  mind,  vol.  i.  p.  $03.  hit  account  ot  the  war  between  that 

prioce  and  the  Swils,  504. 
frwu,  town  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  toe.  lake  of,  163— -tiff.     - 
C—fti*r*cyy  Holvetic,   vol.  i.  p.  145—111,  tt  f*ffim.    Table  of  the 

cantons  compofing  it,  and  the  quota  of  troopt  to  be  furniflted  by  each, 

voL  ii.  p.  5»3— 5M» 
Cmgr<fi9  of  the  three  Grifoo  leagues,  vol.  ii.  p.  351—35$. 
CtyeW*,  inferior  lake  of,  vol.  i.  p  13    bifliop  of,  1$,  io\  city  of,  14,  ■$. 

hiftory,  15.  chamber  of  council,    15,   16.  improvement*  made  by  the 

Genevans  if**1,   foperior  lake  of,  18; 
Cinmayr,  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  404. 
CnromdtU*)  village,  vol.  i.  p.  16*3.  iron  foundery  there,  ibid,  treaty  %% 

ttf*. 
CwJUr,  a  village  in  the  Pays  de  Vend,  vol.  i.  p.  433. 
Ctrm%  crows,  different  fpeciea  in  Switserland,  vol.  ii.  p.  6*4. 
C#/*,  U%  a  mountain  near  Mont  Blanc,  v.  I.  i.  p.  384. 
Cmtm  manufactory.    See  App***^  Bafit*  &c. 
pijwv^fjr,  feat  of  Coom  Dieibach,  v-1.  i.  p.  495. 
CwruUri*  residence  of  the  BHhopsof  Bafle,  vol  1.  p.  171. 
Ctuttrmuy  Monueur,  hit  auempt  to  reach  the  femnrit  oi  Mont  Blanc,  veL 

i.  P  380*  38,» 
Cittt #,  Marie,  a  guide,  hit  various  expeditions  to  Mont  Blanc,  vol.  i.  p. 

373.  380.  38a,  383. 
OavirWt  ao  extraordinary  rock,  expedition  to  the,  vol.  L  p.  37*— 37> 
CVaw",  a  village  in  the  valley  of  Travcrs,  vol.  i.  p.  48a. 
pvwpsj,  iron  lpikes  fixed  to  the  flioes  to  facilitate  the  peflftgeof  the  ice, 

vol.  i.  p   l6f-    374. 
Crmfft%  a  village,  vol.  i    p.  4*3, 

Crihh*ufy  nail  in  uie  10  Switserland!  vol.  i.  p.  140,  141. 
CmUji  a  town,   vol.  i.   p.  433. 


Datitj  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  171.  410 

/>«/«,  river,  vol.  i.  p.  316.  331. 

/>«*«lfy  fource  of  the,  vol.  i.  p.  3. 

D*uken  6W,  a  lake  upon  mount  Gemmi,  vol.  i.  p.  314,  313. 

Davit,  diftrid,  vol.  ii  p.  337.  government,  338. 

Dtltht,  town,  vol.  ii.  p.  179. 

Dehuut%  valley  aod  town,  vol.  i.  p.  ill,   163. 

Z>«rf,  valley,   vol,  i.  p.  405. 

I*  Ptnt  it  Jom**t,  vol  S.  p.  440. 

Draft 


I..     N.:    DC     E  .     X." 

Dents  ton  its,  mountajna,  ^oK  ii.  -p.,  70. 

Dietricbfteiny  Count,  lord  of  Trafp,  vol.  iLp.  Hi. 

Ditjbatby  Count,  vol.  i.  p.  $95. 

Dte/mUy  valley,  vol.  ">  P*  338. 

Diefembtfeny  town,  vol.  i.  p.  1 3. 

Dif entity  tbbotof,  vol.  ti   p.  199,  301.   high  jurifdiaion  of,  36*0.  abbey 

of,  361.  village,  261,  %6%. 
Dixainsy  topical  divifiont  of  the  Vallais,  vol.  i.  p.  331,  33X. 
V*mafist  town  of,  vol.  it  p.  304. 

Dm*  fOfcedoy  town,  plundered  by  the  Swifs,  vol.  ii.  p.  4*1. 
£>#»«/,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  304. 

Diutfcbiugt*y  vol.  i.  p.  1—3.  ■» 

DoptcTy  Jeron,  companion  of  Mr.  Freygrabend  in.  hia  expedition  to  the 

fommit  of  mount  Tillis,  vol.  i.  p.  aiow 
Dorfbacby  a  cataract,   vol.  L  p.  304. 
D**i  river,   vol..  i.  p.  .480. 
Draba,  Pyrrnaica,  1  plant,  vol.  i,  p.  29. 
Dra*fty  river  in  the  Vallais,  vol.  i.  p.  340,   341. 
Dratimnu  Mtgnas*  diltrid  in  the  country  of  the  Grifont.    Introd. 
Dreyfpitxty  mountain,   vol.  ii.  p.  70.  ,  . 

Drei&y  Jicquet,   an  ingenious  mechanic,  vol.  i,  p.  465. 
Prujuh,  cam j*  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  195,   196. 


Ebtnflwby  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  73. 

EcbaltnSy  bailliage,  vol.  i.  p.  451. 

Eger-boniy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  3' 3.  exterior  and  interior,  313,  314. 

Egcriy  %  diftrifiHa  canton  Zug,  vol.  i.  p.  Ho. 

Biufidliuy  or  Nitre  Dams  its  Heremitety  abbey  of,  vol.  i.  p.  4J-— $  I.  ' 

EU*abctby  emprefs,  founda  the  convent  of  Kooigtfelden,  vol.  i.  p.  1 19—* 

ill. 
EUifcy  la  nouvelle  of  Rondeau,  vol.  i.  p.  437,  438. 
Entity  village,  -vol.  ii.  p.  3 1 3.  3 15. 
Emerald,  curious,  vol.  i.  p.  14. 
Bmmcy  river,  vol.  L  p.  130,  131. 
Emm-tbaty  valley,  vol.  i.  p.  226",  tt  ftq.  vol.  ii.  p.  89. 
Ewgadinoy  TTrriK,  vol  ii.  p.  191,  ttfiq.  confutation,  194—198.  defcrip- 

tioo  of  the  valley  and  its  inhabit*,  u,  200—104      Low*  a,  204,  etjeq. 

reformation  brought  about  by  a  (ingultr  circumftance*  207 — 309.  con- 
duction and  country,  113.  inhabitants,  115. 
Engtlbergy  abbey  of,  vol.  i.  p.  a$6.  mountain  of,  ibid   157.  government 

of  the  abbey  and  adjacent  country,  258.   revenues  of  the  abbot,  259. 

journey  from  thence  to  Altdorf,  263—266. 
EnMtrgy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  164,  1 65 

'Entity  river  in  Rntiibucb,  vol.  i.  p.  228.  x 

Eutlibucby  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  226.  its  extent,   227.  government, .  12.7, 

228.  dcfcrjptjoo,  ibid,  inhabitant*,  ibid,  229.  ptcoliar  cnftoMsy  2^8— 

*30. 
Erafmusy  burred  at  Bade,  vol.  i.  p.  130.  his  character,   130—132. 
&  triad,   Mr.  advoyer  of  Berne,  vol.  i.  p.  531.    *  '  ^ 

VEcbanty  glacier  de,  vol.  i.  p.  377V 
E/M/msty  a  village  in  Entlibucb,  vol.  I  p.  227,  218. 

1  Eugtuiutf 
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&X#w'»f,  the  fourth,  Pofe,  denoted,  vol  i.  p.  4*9. 
Excktftt)  Mr.  vol  t.  p.  $701 

r. 

/«#/<•*,  Monfeor,  bit  collcAioa  of  pteurea,  vol.  i.  p.  taef. 

Fatd$%  town  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  410. 

/*»/,  a  torrent  formerly,  now  dry,  vol.  ti.  p.  180% 

fr/ea,  river,  vol.  i.  p.  452. 

/«r//,  William,  a  Genevan  reformer,  voJ.  ii.  ^  04. 

Fot%t*»l%  vilage*  vol.  ii. j>  336. 

Famarwj%  duchy  of,  vol.  1    p.  J5«T. 

FemlSI*tttn%  mountain*  vol.  i.  p.  ill. 

FcwmbU  Helvetica,  vol.  ii.  p.  449*  tf/rf.  adfmim. 

Ftl,x  the  Fifth,  the  Antipope.    See  Amidtus  the  Eighth. 

/>•<&,  rock*  of  tbe9  vol.  i.  p.  173.  mountain,  177. 

Flacf  by  vol.  i.  p.  344. 

FU*riir%  increaie  of  population  in  the  valley  ©^  vol.  L  p.  481, 

Flimt,  town.  vol.  i.  p.  3(7. 

Fids,  valley,  vol  ii.  p.  341. 

f/at,  St.  Nicolas  de,  vol.  i.  p.  140 .  church  dedicated  to  him,  r'JvV.  fa* 
hiftory,  150—151.  brings  about  the  treat y  of  Mam*,  %$%.  fopcrffitiosf 
account  of  bit  having  lived  wit  hoot  foftenance,  453. 

Flat/fa,  a  place  on  the  lake  of  Uri,  vol.  i.  p.  140. 

Fiwficrmcrbtrn,  mountain,  vol.i.  p.  191.  too*,  vol.  ii.  p.  75. 

/m/#m  »#f/«.  a  fmall  ft  ream  in  Upper  Eagadinu,  voJ.  ii.  p,  tea. 

/•r</J,  the  black,  vol.  i.  p.  t.      •  ^    ^ 

Frmmtit  a  rich  fcmiJy  at  Plura,  voL  ii.  p.  174. 

framcu,  refioVot  upon  mount  St.  Cotbard,  vol.  i.  p.  I76V  iofanmiioQ  re- 
ceived from  him,  177,  278. 

Jrmtnfieldy  diet  of,  vol.  L  p,  33,  34.  105. 

FreJtf/ty  torrent,  vol.  ii.  p.  t$i. 

Freybtrg%  mountains,  vol.  i.  p.  41,  41. 

Frejgr*btnd%  Mr.  hit  expedition  to  the  fu  remit  of  Mount  TrtUs,  voL  i. 
p.  260—163. 

Fribmrgb^  town  of,  vol.  i  p.  cit.  hiftory,  /i;<£  '  fa  nation,  513— 510". 
building*,  516.  inhabitant*,  ibid,  bifliopof,  517.  population  ofthe  town 
sod  canton,  >*W  Government  as  cxifting  in  1*776,-517—514.  mfe* 
region  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gruyers,  5*5—535.  inquiry  into  the 
grievances  comolsjncd  of  by  the  infurgents,  535—- -538.  new  troubles. 
538—541.  final  pacificatioo,  541.  regulation*  in  cooieooence  thereof, 
54*— <45«  produce  of  the  canton,  542—543. 

FrudtvilU,  lieutenant,  attack*  the  befogers  of  Friborgb,  *©L  L  p.  531, 
53*. 

Frttigni,  town  and  valley  of,  vol.  L  p.  323,  $14. 

F*e*ut,  fort  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  168.  Connt  de,  tbid.  account  of  the  erection  of 
the  fort,  ibid,  fituatioo  And  defcription,  ibid*    ^* 

fsrtV,  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  He. 

Fire*,  Journey  to  the,  vol.  1.  p.  *8ot-i*3.  finder  of  the,  183.  tot, 
got.  pauago  of  the,  101—193.  ** 

Fu'rjl,  Walter,  of  Uri,  affifts  in. planning  the  revolution*  which  eftablifttd 
the  Helvetic  Confederacy,  vol.  i.  p.  24). 

'«rj?#ai«rg,  prince  of,  voLi.  p.  3. 

Jp.  Gtbriei, 


G. 


4?#W,  Stephen,  freffiitoV  of  tfat  Brurgy  or  Zurfc  in*  ftotmmfc,  *ol, 

GWtfcrg,  mounta**,  pert  of  the  Furca.  veil.  L  p.  fot. 

6«//r»,  St.  vol.  L  p.  14.  abbot  tod  town  ©£  4t,  tftfory  tad  govOttttetK, 

stVi,  llonr},  13* 
Gaiticsus,    SecSakitx. 
Q*kf*irUtfcKr,  vol.  ft.  fr.  £4. 
Gamterijhy  a  mountain,  vol,  ii.  p.  6*9. 
GarviUt,  Mr.  vol.  i,  p.  495. 
Gmm,  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  314**"  p^flhge  Over,  3t4>— 3*7.  vol.  it.  p. 

74*  75* 

t?r*r**,  journey  to,  vol.  I  p.  410—413.  like  of,  441.  6tuatiori  of  the* 
town;  vol.  if.  p.  93.  population,  93.  reformation  fo  religion,  94—97 
learning  aYitf  education  of  toe  inhabitants,  98,  99  puttie  library,  99. 
account  of  learned  Genevans,  100— *  105.  bifttory  dowri  to  %*66,  iotf— 
no.  confutation  and  government,  iio»*-ir$.  revenue,  tBid.  Penal 
laws,  rsW.  code  of  civil  law,  ibid,  public  granary,  fortifications,  and 
defence,  116.  hiftory  of  the  revolution  in    1781,  tfod  dffcef&on  of  it»  ■ 

•  ceufes,  tfiflfe— C44.  changes  etfecjJed  in- the  confritbtiotf,  (44—147. 

Genevan  ettabliftment  in  Ireland,  canfea  of  its  failure,  vol.  Ii.  p.   148— 

151- 

Gemgtnbmcby  an  imperial  towri,  vol.  1.  p.  t. 

Gerijth,  tov/ri  add  republic  of,  vol.  i.  p.  aj$,  iJ6\ 

Gertrude y    Ann,   of  Hibeubwrg,  wife   of  emperor  Rnodotyli  the  Firft, 

buried  it  Bade,  vol.  i.  p.  119.  ft  range  roiftake  regarding  her  name, 

ibul> 
GefellfcbafttWy  or  companies,  vol.  i.  p.  1 40,  n$U. 

Gefnery  John,  vol.  i.  p.  77.  bia  cabinet  of  natural  curiofitiea,  ibid,  bota- 
nical works,  78*  Jf9. 
Gefner,  Solomon*  cjiera&er  and  account  of  him,  vol.  i.  p.  71,  73. 
Glaciers  y  con)edures  on  the  formation  and  ft  ate  of,  voi  i.  p.  390-  ■ 

401. 
Giant,  canton  of,  vol.  i.  p.  37—41.  hiftory,  ibid,  religion,  39,  40. .  go, 

vernmeut,  40—$$.  trade,  49.   valltes  in  the  canton,  41—^44  houtes 

4$;  police*  46.  receive*  fubfidies  from  France,  aoa. 
Glttcberbergy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p,  $83. 
Giat$m$y  St.  valley  of,  vol.  »•  p.  19a. 
Gicrnt'dy  victory  of,  vol  iL  p.  411. 

Girtanner%  Dr.  hit  account  of  the  bouquetin,  vol.  i.  f>,  402* 
Gttesy  pall  ores  near  the  foot  of  the  Alp*,  vol.  i.  p.  547. 
Gtfi-btnfty  league  of,  hiftory  and  confutation,  vol.  ii.  p.  317.  0046* 

with  the  two  other  Grifon  league*,  349. 
Gritcrty  excrescences  of  the  throat,  common  in  the  Vallaia,  cVc.  vol*  i.  at. 

333*  337-  caufes  of  the  dlforder,  346 — 353- 
Gnuty  one  of  the  dixaios  in  the  Vallaia,  vol,  i.  p.  331. 
Qstbard,  St.  valley  of,  Vol,   i.  p.   17a,   mountain,  it*  height,  17  *•  ac- 
count of  its  extent  by  Friar  Francis^  177.  weal  her  on  the  mountain, 

178* 

Grafen- 
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6rmft++rt,  a  viUe  of  the  abbe*  of  JojeaVrg,  vol.  i.p.  155, 
7rrnmiig%  of  too  Swift  moantaiat,  vol.  ii.  p.  66—78. 


OrrnmUi^  of  too  Swift  moantaiat,  vol.  ii.  p.  66—78. 
Gr-an/io,  team  o(  vol.  i.  p.  4SS-  **«  *7  M  by  Charles  aWBold, 
50*. 


Grry  £fl*Jp"»  territory  of  the,  vol.  h\  p.  198.  etymology  of  tot  eppelk* 
ttea,  fM.  binary  and  pwimit,  tee,  300.  anion  with  the  two 
other  Gruoa  kagoes,  34f • 

Crinii*mmU%  village,  vol.  i.p.  311*  313.  glacier*  313,  314.  307. 

Grkftmbmht  o  rivekt,  voLi.  p.  257. 

Grimftl,  moentaia,  vol.  i.  p.  *88.  ioo  apoa  me  road  over  (fee,  189J 

tOO.  iU  fOBMBlt,  194. 
Grijam%  See  Ltmgmet. 
Griphirm*  mnanfein,  vol.  i.  p.  318. 
Gofers*,  valky  and  nvolet,  vol.  i«  p\  $■$. 
Grmk*9m**y  Ubk»  boikli  the  remont  bridge  at  Scbaff  haafea,  vol.  i.  p. 

8.  horn  at  Toffee,  ay.  »**  ■•»**«,  28.  beilds  the  bridge  Wettiafta, 

1 13.  other  wiaajn  hoik  by  the  Crahenmana,  voL  ii.  p.  315. 
Graarsgm,  a  a  nail  borgh,  vol.  i.  p.  91,  pa.  joriftlifihoa,  ihU. 
Crunery  hk  theory  of  fleeiers,  voL  i.  p.  391. 
Grwti,  village,  vol.  i.  p.  438. 
Grwftb*  village,  vol.  ii.  n.  343* 
Grwjtrtt%  mfarreAiea  of,  vol.  I.  p.  $e6 .  excellent  cbeefe  made  there* 

$46— $49. 
G»f a*ab#,  St  the  Norman,  chorch  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  191,  193. 
Gaftr,  the  hiftoriaa,  accoant  of  him,  vol.  H.  p.  339—341. 
GmUety  Fraack,  bk  expedition  to  Moat  Blanc,  vol  i.  p.  38ft,  383. 
ftsrfra,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  6  7,  68. 


HiUmfieii,  village  eod  caftk,  vol.  ii.  p.  318— 333-  aillory,  mi**. 
BalUr  refidee  at  La  Roche,  vol.  i.  p.  44a.  biographical  aad  literary 

dotes  of  him,  to— $6. 
fiapfimriby  caftk  of,  voL  i.  p.  115.  htftory  of,  1 19,  note. 


—  lobe  de,  vol.  i.  p.  •  19— ita. 
^Rbodolpride.     See  **W#£i. 


Bafliiaad,  a  diftrift  in  canton  Berne,  vol.  i.  p.  303.  tnhtbrtaatt,  ibid. 
UtniumUriy  monntain,  vol.  ii.  p.  310. 
Htrgttt,  the  geaealegift,  vol.  i.  p.  no,  13a. 
HertJuUy  a  village  in  Appensel,  vol.  i.p.  *•*. 
htrmmn,  Abbe,  vol.  i.  p    t8t. 
Httli*ger>  Mr.  bit  coUeclion  of  medals,  vol.  i.  p.  137. 
Htydttitr%  Mr.  de,  hk  library,  vol.  i.  p.  8a,  83. 
Hmdelbonky  village,  vol.  ii.  ft  81. 
Httbgiruht.     8ec  Drmttmrm. 

H$kolpt  veins  of  lead  di (covered  there,  vol.  ii.  p.  71. 
//«/«/,  villige,  vol.  ii.  p.  if 8. 

Jfe/ftrra,  the  painter,  vol.  t.  p.  1 33.  account  of  bit  paiatisgt  tad  drawiage 
at  Bate,  133—1 36. 


INDEX. 

IbpiUtl,  a  Tillage  in  the  valley  of  Urferen,  vol.  i.  p.  271. 

&*ttiwgery  Henry,  colledi  the  library  of  Zuric,  vol.  i.  pv  8t . 

BnfiSy  their  conftnicVioa  in  the  mountainous  part  of  Switzerland,  vol.  i; 

p  306,  307. 
j£&aj?i,  mountain,  vol.  1.  p.  304. 
ifaoardy  Mr.  the  tffe&  of  his  vifit  to  the  honfc  of  correction  at  Berne, 

vol.  a.  p.  6. 
Jf»bery  ^endeavours  to  reach  the  coloflas  of  rnoant  Pilate,  and  it  dathed  to 
■     piece*,  vol.  i.  p.  214,  225. 
Bmft%  John,  faffcriogs  of,  v  1.  i.  p   15—17. 
fltf/ts,  bit  life  and  character,  vol.  i.  p.  90,  91. 

I  and  J. 

Jama,  St.  hofpital  of,  vol.  i.  p.  147.  battle  fought  there,  ihii,  caufea 
and  biftory  of  the  war,  147—1^2.  annual  commemoration  of  the  bat- 
tle, 152. 

Jdhcjy  common  in  the  VallaU,  vol.  i.  p.  336*.  probable  ceufe  of,  353— 

Jenotfcby  village,  vol.  Ii.  p.  342; 

Jinminty  vol.  ii.  p  34$. 

Jtt%Ur\  Mr.  defcription  of  the  bridge  at  Schaff  hail  fen,  vol.  i.  p.  8. 
note. 

JUntsy  town  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  356*,  357. 

Ulankim.    SttTmf. 

/asf'rr,  St.  or  E*g*fl,  valley  of,  vol.  i*  p.  171. 

Jnu,  river,  its  fource,  vol.  ii  p.  18$,  186.  192.103.  *ty. 

Jnttrlacbeuy  valley,  vol  ii.  p.  70: 

J$mxy  valley  and  laket  vol.  i  p.  448.  caftle,  480. 

Jrnh.    See  GUrnieo. 

Iffla  Sella,  an  ifland,  vol.  ii.  p.  430. 

If$U,  a  village,  vol.  ii.  p:  aof. 

7«//a#»/,  an  Ululated  hill  near  Neuchatel,  vol.  i.  p.  487. 

Julian  Columns,  vol.  ii.  p.  189* 

■  ■<  Alps,  vol.  ii.  p.  169. 

jfMMg/raniirMy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  291—311.  note,  vol.  ii.  p.  72. 

jnrm,  ridge  of  mountains,  extremity  of.  vol.  i.  p.  17a.  its  extent,  voL  t. 
p.  447.  ex  cur  (ion  to  its  fummit,  461-—468. 

Jwv*tta%  author  of  the  code  of  laws  in  Engsdina,  vol.  ii.  p.  198.  hit  ac- 
count of  the  venality  of  the  Grifon  governments,  259,  note. 


Kandery  valley  and  mountain,  vol  i.  p.  324. 

Kanderfteg%  vol.  1.  p.  312— 314. 

Ktbly  for  trek,  vol.  i.  p.  2. 

Ke'itb,   Lord,  governor  of  Neuchatel,   protects    Roufleau,   vol.  i.   n, 

482,  tt.fti. 
Kernxvaldy  boundsry  cf  Ober  and  Unterwalden,  vol.  i.  p.  254. 
Kttmamy  promontory  or,  vol.  i.  p.  222y  223.  ar  represented  in  General 

Pfiffer'a  model,  ibidK 

Kinft^ 


M 


JChJS»£%  valley  of*  vol.  t.  p.  i.  river,  f  J»4 
~XtrcbjJub%  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 

Xtcbum%  Mr.  hit  commeriUl  Jchool  at  Mulhau/en,  vol.  L  f>  ||g, 
Kumigtftlitn%  convent,  vol.  \.  p.  119—113. 
Ambits,  village  ©I",  vol.  ii.  p.  34ft, 
fofmsehi  a  village  Mir  Zoric,  vol.  ivp.  f  5.  daupgtd  by  a  flood,  iki&y* 

puLtion,  85,  id. 
K*j—cbu  a  village  in  canton  Schwetts,  vol.  i.  p.  tit, 
Kjbmrgb  and  Gmiagi*,  bail  its  of,  vol.  i.  p.  63.  caulle  of  {Cvbuxjgjkj  tp%, 

biftory,  ioi,  103.  dclcriptio*  tad  utoatioo,  *M,   . 


Laburnum  tree,  vol  i.  p.  433. 

L*g*rbtrgi  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  9$.  view  from*  97^.  9!. 

Laitjtb%  town,  vol.  it.  p.  118. 

£*•■»«/,  James,  bis  eipedition  to  Moot  Blanc,  vol.  L  p.  3*3. 

l*ndJzentt9Ay  of  Glarus,  vol.  i.  p.  40. 

LoMXema*%  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  84.  89 

Lan/rbdnt,  Madame,  her  tomb,  vol,  ft.  p.  8t— tj. 

Lsu^Msrt^  river,  vol-  ii  p.  34*. 

korcb  trte9  "its  great  ■  tibia,  vol.  L  p.  444, 

Latrtftnfirfl%  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 

Lmmbtrgr*t%  mountain,  vol   i.  p  s6o* 

Lsnf**,  cataraa  of  the  Rhine,  vol.  i.  p.  5,  6—11.  colli  e,  id.  valtaj 

and  town,  161. 
L**fenb*rgb%  v©L  f.  p.  1*4.  cataract  at  that  place,  life  il$. 
Ir*«/aa»r,  vol.  f.  p.  416.  population,  ibid,  iioatioo,  4x6,  4*7-  ocademf 

of  i'cience*,  418.  church  of,  ibid.  •» 

Lmmttramrbwn%  mountain,  vol.  i,  p  196.  vol.  ii.  p-  76*. 
Lmuttrbrnnmcm^  valley  of,  journey  thither,  vol.  i.  p.  316*  fituafion,  Jiy. 

village,  #W.  glacier,  318-^-321.  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 
Lantrec,  a  French  general*  vol  i.  p.  33c,. 

l*wiert  J.  Cafper,  vol.  i.  p.  74—75.  hit  character  tad  works,  ibid. 
Lavtm%%  burgh,  vol.  ii.  p.  430. 

L*vtx*i9  (lone  pots  made  near  Cbiaveaoa,  vol.  n.  17$. 
Ltmgm<iy  the  three  Gril'on,  their  union,  vol.   ii.  p.   349.  their  fciftort* 

350.  general  idea  ot  their  courts  of  Juftice,  religion*  revenues,  aai 

j>opulaiioo,  365—377.  com  nerce,  376—383.  foreign  ulliuncee,  384*9 

language,  393.  their  fubdivifion?,  Introdu&ion. 
Lecc$%  a  branch  of  the  lake  of  Cotno,  vol.  ii.  p.  i#6\ 
/*/»£**,  village,  vol.  i.  p.  323. 
Lengtnberg%  a  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  6.  70. 
LetnLburgh,  Bernhmd  dt,  bifhop  of  Friburgh,  vol.  i.  p.  jty. 
Lnfrld,  duke  of  Aurtila,  invades  Lucerne,  vol.  i.  p.  &13.  it  fluid  in  (he 

battle  of  Sempacb,  114. 
£*ra,  lower,  viltey  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  34a. 
Ltugtlbucby  village,  vol.  i.  p.  42. 
Lm%  baths  of,  vol.  L  p   316"— $%%.  town,  I30— 331. 
Lrvade,  Mr.  Roman  antiquities  in  his  potfenioo,  vol.  i.  p.  43s. 
Lev*uti*e%  valley,  vol.  ii  p.  419—411. 
Lhcbcn  Rangiferinus«  vol.  i.  p.  197. 
■    '■       Repcllrii,  voi  i.  p.  388.  iulphortof,  Hid* 

Li<htafim> 


INDEX: 

tichttuflti*)  caftle  near  Haldenftein,  vol.  if.  p.  330. 

istfiitvty  a  kind  of  honey  cxtra&cd  by  the  Poles  from  the  Lime-tret.  Sec 

Lime. 
Lig*ri9%  ^etro,  the  painter,  anecdotes  of  him,  «vol.  ii.  p.  p.  vj^i 
Ltgerf,  Baron  de,  canon  of  Arlc(he<tn,  vol*  i  p.  161. 
Lime-tree,  a  large,  near  Morges,  vol.  I.  p.  425.  account  of  fevertl  other*,   ' 

Limmaty  river,  ▼ol.  1.  p.  3*".  navigation  dangerotts,  11  a,  113. 

£/»*£,  river,  vol.  1  p.  36.  41—43. 
.  Ltray  torrent,  vol.  ii.  291—407,  198. 

Ltvi**j  village,  vol.  it.  p.  426. 

Z#wa«,'lake,  vol.  H.  p.  415.  town,  ibid,  beilltage,  ibid. 

LeceuJr*)  glacier  of,  vol.  i.  p.  I73.  lake  of,  174. 

Lecle,  a  village,  vol.  i.  p.  463.  indnftry  and  population,  483— 40*5. 

L*fy  Mr.  de,  hit  improvement  of  the  methods  of  afecrtaining  the  heigh* 
of  mountaini,  voi.  i.  p.  360,  361.  account  of  him,  bis  works,  and  his 
cabinet,  vol.  ii.  804,  10$. 

Lmerme%  lake  of ,  vol.  i.  p.  1  ft— 134.  hiftory  of  the  canton,  212—11$. 
government*  214—216.  refidence  of  the  pope's  nuncio,  116.  annual 
diet  of  the  Catholic  cantons,  ibid  ftate  of  learning,  ibid,  population 
and  produce  of  the  canton,  117.  defcription  of  the  town,  ibid. 

Lucems%  caftle,  vol.  ii.  p.  9a 

Luamty  St.  convent  of,  at  Cdire,*  vol.  ii.  p.  316. 

LudUvty  Edmund,  his  refidence  at  Vevey,  vol.  i.  p.  434.  his  character, 

434— 4J*- 
Z»£ oaa,  town,  vol.  it.  p.  417.  lake,  418. 
LagnetKy  valley  of,  vol  ii  p.  30ft. 
L*t[tbime%  Weifs  and  Schwartz,  two  rivers  In  the  valley  of  Lautcrbruav» 

nen,  vol  i.  p.  3 1 9,    320. 
LuMgift,  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  185. 
Lnmgm4tm%  mountain,  vol.  l  p*  283. 
L**'J>  *  towo  m  **y*  <*e  Vaud,  voU  i.  p.  433. 
L*vin*y  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  22$.  • 
LtvimOy  the  painter,  vol.  ii.  p.  428* 

M. 

JHsbfy,  Abbe  de,  his  error  in  regard  to  the  Helvetic  confederacy,  tok  i 

n.  107,  note* 
Maebmuby  cherry,  vol.  i.  p.  443. 
MadnUity  village*  vol.  ii.  p   191. 
Mag*dim\  town  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  427. 
Of  aggie*  a  torrent,  vol.  ii.  p.  427. 
Maglandy  a  waterfall,  vol  i.  p.  421, 
Maira%  torrent,  vol.  ii.  171—185. 
MaUntKy  town  of,  vol.  it   344. 

MsUriay  bad  air  on  the  borders  of  lake  Como,  vol.  Yu  p.  1 5). 
Mslenciy  torreot,  vol.  p.  274.  valley,  p.  186. 
Mrfar,  glacier,  vol.  ii.  p.  185. 
Malixy  village,  vol.  ii.  33*.  . 
Mallet,  Paul  Henry,  of  Geneva,  vol.  ii.  p.  103. 
Matbggim,  mountain,  vol  ii.  p;  185. 

Moby 


INDEX. 

Juslr,  town,  voL  L  p.  at  8. 

Matter  i%  a  village,  vol.  i.  n.  131. 

JrV  <£*«»#,  btitle  of,  vol.  1.  p.  334. 

Jferi,  SI.  mountain  of,  road  propofed  to  be  made  over  it,  vet  £. 

p.  386. 
JaVrawf,  an  animal,  vol*  i.  p.  189.  defcriptiou  and  natural  hiftory,  vol. 

ii.  p.  179—183. 
Mart$gwjt  a  village  in  the  Vallaia,  vol  i.  p    339,    540.    See  0A- 

Jnrmm. 
Mmrtim%  St.  baths  of,  vol  n.  p.  414* 
■  bridge,  vol.  li.  p.  11 6.  the  author's  reception  by  an  old  we- 

man  of  that  place,  iM.  account  of  her  adventures,  Hid, 
Martinet^  Mr.  Mayor  of  Travers,  vol.  i.  p.  481. 
Msrummu  bay  of,  vol.  iL  p  43 1 . 
Maf*xt  Coonu  of,  vol  ii.  p.  199. 
Afofx,  village,  vol  ii.  p.  81. 

Mmmrice,  Si  town  in  the  Vallais,  vol.  i.  p.  340—343. 
Mmximin*  emperor,  orders  the  Tneban  legion  to  be  mafTacred.    See  &r« 

Msurice 
JfajewfieM,  high  jurifdi&lon  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  344.  government  nod  hiftorv, 

344*  "J'f 
Mayer  tay  a  rock  at  Sion  in  the  Vt liars,  vol.  i.  p.  338. 
MtrM,  an  ingenious  engraver  at  BaAev  vol.  L  p.  135. 
MtdiUy  valley  of,  vol  ii.  p.  361. 
Mtiby  a  village  near  Zuric,  vol.  i  p.  by. 
MtHUri*%  ruck  of,  vol.  i.  p.  436. 
Meims*y  iftsndend  cattle  of,  vol.  i.  p.  17,  iS. 
Meimraa\  St.  founder  of  Einfidlio  abbey,  vol.  i.  p.  47—49, 
JfcfW/rVr,  Leonhatd,  vol.  i  p.  76.  84. 
Melcbtbal,  Arnold  de,  of  Uoterwaiden,  affifts  in  planning  the  revolev 

tion,  which  eftablkhed  the  liberty  at  Switaerland,  vol.  i.  p.  141. 
Mrli/eberg,  monntain,  vol.  i.  p.  157. 
Melt  b  achy  a  rivulet  near  Rfigelberg,  vol.  i.  p.  457. 
MemJrifa  baifiage,  vol.  it.  p.  161. 
Mtettfwbergt  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  313.  voLU*  p.  7$. 
Memrcm%  Mr.  of  Neuchatel,  vol  i  487 
Jfratenrf  **,  a  diftri&  in  canton  Zog,  vol.  i.  p.  110. 
Mtytny  vslley  of,  vol.  i.  pv  169. 
Myery  Mr.  of  Lucerne,  vol  i.  p.  m8— 164. 
Afrytingety  capital  of  Haflc land,  vol.  i.  p.  303,  304. 
MilUbacb,  a  cafcade,  vol.  i.  p.  304. 
Mittagbtru,  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  73. 

Mutter  Trover j  the  temporary  re6deocr  of  Roufleau,  vol.  i.  p.  48ft. 
M*lsfti%  argillaceous  ftoues,  found  Vj  the  plains  and  bills  near  Berne, 

vol.  ii.  p.  67. 
Mile  monntain,  vol.  ii.  p.  93. 
Mtlltray,  town,  vol.  i  p  170. 
Af#/f«tf,  hot  fprings,  vol   ii.  p.  114. 
M*nt**vtrt%  glacier,  vnl.  1  p.  36"$— 17a— 396*. 
M*nt  Blmnc%  its  appearance  at  a  diAance,  vol.  I  p.  358— 36*4.  various 

attempts  to  reach  its  fummit,  380. 
Mvretmty  the  earth  and  Aone  difgorged  by  the  glaciers,  vol.  i.  p.  373, 

374- 

Mwrmt^ 


INDEX. 

Mft,  beilliage  of,  vol.  i.  p.  494.  lake,  ibid.  Char  lea  the  held  Jcftaiad 

in  the  battle  of  Morat,  497. 
M*rhg*$y  town  of,  vol.  it.  p.  178. 

JHT#rvssf,  St.  lake  of,  voL  ii.  p.  187.  village,  iJ/V.    See  St^Mtwriw.     ■ 
Merger  tern,  ftreighta  of,  vol.  i.  p.  145.  defeat  of  emperor  Albert  tfacre, 

Attrgtt,  tows,  vol'  i.  p.  41c. 

La  Mftey  ifltod.    See  Si.  httr. 

M$*d*wy  burgh,  vol.  ii.  p.  91. 

Mmlim  ae  U  Motte  at  Priburgfc,  vol.  i.  p.  51$. 

Mulbmuftm,  a  fmall  republic  io  the  Helvetic  Confederacy,  vol.  i.  p.  l$4> 
hiftory,  tbid.  manvfa&ories,  ibid,  government,  skid. 

Mmnfttr,  in  the  Vallais,  vol.'i.  p.  185,  186. 

MuijUr%  or  M$itiery  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  1(4.  divifion,  confutation,  and 
hiftory,  165—168.  village,  168. 

Munfi*r%  in  the  Crifona,  valley  and  town,  voL  ii.  *p.  ft  18.  government, 
*I9. 

M—Ma,  valley  of,  vol.  i  p.  ui.  extraordinary  inftance  of  nrataat  confi- 
dence in  the  inhabitants,  ibid. 

Mmret)  mountain,  vol,  iL  p.  a86. 

M*fay  torrent,  vol.  ii.  p.  414. 

Mujugtmy  near  Berne,  vol.  iw  p«  68. 


N. 


ttufihi  battle  of,  vol.  L  p.  38,  39. 

Nsflf  the  fcnlptor,  vol.  ii.  p.  81. 

NattUrs,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  a  18. 

Naviglh  Grswdty  a  canal  joining  the  Po  and  the  Adda,  vol.  fi.  p.  433. 

Mmclatily  lake  of,  vol.  i.   p.  453.  town  of,  p.  457.  population,  458. 

government;  hiftory,  confutation,  and  laws,  p.  469—479. 
Nemmecky  hermitage  near,  vol.  i.  p.  543. 
JvWr#«,  a  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  69. 

Ntrnviikj  a  town  fitnate  on  the  lake  of  Bienae,  vol.  i.  p.  487. 
Nidsu,  town  of,  vol.  i,  p.  174. 
Nitfij  a  mountain,  vol.  ii.  69—80. 
Nnngmt,  a  village,  vol.  i.  48a. 
JvWla,  torrent,  vol.  ii.  p.  306. 
N$lUu%  the  fnmmit  of  Monot  Titlit,  vol.  i.  p.  air. 
/ftrauw,  kingt  of  Sicily,  their  hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  193.  genealogy,  *p£. 
&}•*>  a  town  in  Payi  de  Vend,  voL  u  p.  414. 


O. 


ObergeftUm*  village,  vol.  i.  p.  «8$. 

Oberntdy  village,  vol.  i.  p.  31. 

Obtrmtld,  a  village  upon  the  Furca,  vol.  i.  p.  18 J. 

QbtrvMUe*)  a  dWifon  of  the  canton  U%ttr*ialdt9%  vol.  i.  p.  149* 

Q8*d*ft*% 


I 


?. 


I 


aetghuo 

mw  . nnerial  town,  vot  i.  p. 

Errs,  a  tovm  io  Soleorc,  vol  L  p.  185 


firm. 
(kfchiMvgrmt,  heighti  of,  vofu  fi.  p.  7|. 
OWtmburiy  an  imperii!  tows,  trot  i.  p.  t. 


Othty  riverf  vol  i.  p.  448*  town  449—451* 

Orira/o,  torrent,  vol.  U.  p.  185.  Y 

Q0erm*Ui  Mr.  bit  account  of  the  tntrodttOioa  of  waichjotffcipg  p  J^ocle* 

aad  La  Chan*  4ic  Food,  vol.  i.  p.  46$. 
Ofigma*  a  village,  vol.  it.  p.  4a*. 
Ofmsld,  St.  toularv  faint  of  Z«g9  vol.  i.  p.  at  1; 


P. 


f*cc*ri%  Michael,  a  (aide  of  Chemovoy,  vol.  i.  391—380. 

w.i      ■«»  Dr.  hit  a»p%iitioA  to  the  fwmnit  of  Moot  Bleac,  TfoL  j.*. 

383—386. 
JUSamu,  burgh,  vol.  it.  p.  431. 
Pmmtembrmcbf  a  bridge  io  Qiaroa,  vol.  i.  p.  43,  44. 
Pqt  it  famd%  enchanting  fcenet  b  the,  vol,,  u  444,  414,  wrefied  ikon 

Savoy  by  the  canton  Berne,  41$.  general  account  of  the  country  from 

pige  410— 446.  febied  to  Berne,  vol.  U.  3. 
Pmjern$%  town  o£  vol.  ii.  p.  91. 
Ptdi—fm,  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  1*5. 
Pemnmut%  David,  Efq.  hi*  letter  upon  the  Italian  bailliages,  vol.  3.  p. 

418. 
Ftrtttiy  Bartholomew,  of  Berbeao,  favca  the  Proteftanta  of  that  place 

from  the  general  maflacre,  vol.  K.  p.  149. 
ttfini^  Mr.  vol.  ii.  p.  1  56*. 
Pefr%  St  valley  of.  in  the  GrUbui,  vol.  ii.  p.  301. 


'  Peter  St.  ifltnd  ©",  vol.  i.  p.  487.  RonfTean  retirea  thkher,  ibid,  the 
author**  ei curfioo  to  the  iffaod,  ibid,  description,  488.    See  fogf**, 

PtttMy  moontain,  vol.  i.  p.  174,  175.  s 

Pf'frtt  village,  vol  ii.  p.  345.  batht,  345*Ma« 

Fftfihuy  lake  of,  vol.  i.  p  91. 

ffifer%  general,  hit  cor  ions  model  of  part  of  Swiuerlajxl,  vol.  >  ,0. 
118— in. 

Pleiades,  a  f pedes  of  petrefiftioo,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 

Phy/uy  Jociety  for  the  cultivation  of,  at  Zuric,  vol.  t.  p.  78,  7$. 

Piantedie%  dillricl,  vol.  ii.  p.  i65. 

Metre  Pertait,  a  celebrated  paft,  vol  i.  p.  170.  Roman  inferiptjon 
thete,  171. 

Pietijlt%  a  religion*  fofit,  their  progreft  in  Engadina,  vol.  ii.  p.  188. 

PtUtty  Mount,  near  Lucerne,  vol.  t.  p.  ta  1—114—134. 

Ptjje  Facbe*  a  caiarad  io  the  Valla!**  vol.  t.  p.  340,  341. 

Pture.    See  PUrs. 

PintMiy  the  architect,  vol.  f*  p.  181. 

Plamta,  family  of,  vol  ii  p.  194.  their  difputet  with  the-  DeJafoV,  114, 

P/fim»s%  village,  vol.  ii.  1(4.  curious  fpring  there,  164,  io"$.  ' 

Pliny  1  the  younger,  vol.  ii.  p.  161.     St*  tome. 

Pl*r$%  deftroyed  by  the  fall  of  Mount  Cooto,  vol.  it.  p.  173,  ,174. 

fUffi*,  aGrifon  magtilrate,  vol.  ii.  p,  178—116,  ftf*/b*. 

P*Ui>9y  a  village*  vol.  ii.  p.  411. 
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JWsf,  ft  Tillage,  vol.  i.  p.  448* 

Finta  altay  ft  bridge  in  Engadina,  vol.  ii.  p.  104. 

P»ntarlier,  •  town  in  Burgundy,  voL  i.  480. 

Jto«,  4  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  192. 

P§rentruy  principality  of,  the  refidebce  of  the  bifhops  of  Bafle,  v«L  i.  p. 

138—156.  government,  158.  population,  ibid,  city,  159. 
JPertt,  Tillage,  vol.  ii.  p.  410. 

Prtgaliay  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  176".  government,  177,  178.    < 
Premagltay  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p  224., 
PntigaUy  valley  o£  vol.  ii.  p.  $43. 
Fr9wumt9gM9y  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  184. 
Profty  village,  vol.  i.  p.  p.  177. 

PreviJUtUy  their  price  in  the  mountainous  pftrta  of  Switzerland,  vol.  i. 
n  P-  304—306. 

•firry,  Mr.  David,  beautifies  the  town  of  Neuchatel,  vol.  I  p.  450.    hit 
•  hiftory  end  fplendid  donations  to  his  native  country,  460.  remarks  on 

their  ^application,  460*  40*1. 


R. 

RalUnge*y  a  place  near  the  lake  of  Than,  vol.  ii.  p.  0*9. 
RawtOy  torrent,  vol.  ii.  p.  22 1. 
HaitMMcuUs  glacialit,  ft  plant,  vol  i.  p»  373. 
Ranfty  hermitage  of  St.  Nicholas  de  Flue,  vol.  i.  p.  151. 
RtppirfcbvQl,  bridge  of,  vol.  i.  p.  51.  town,  51,  5*.  hiftory  and  govern- 
ment, *4i  J.  convent  at,  $3.91* 
Raren,  one  of  the  dixains  of  the  Vajlais,  vol.  i.  p.  33  \ . 
Realpy  a  village  in  the  valley  of  Urferen,  vol.  i.  p.  171    281 . 
Rfg**Jbtrgr  old  and  new,  vol.  i.  p.  96.   hiflory,  ibid.  Ihuation,  96,  97. 
Reicbtnauy  ifland  of,  vol.  i.  p  13. 
■  town  and  valley,  vol.  ii.  p.  313—315. 

Reicbimbacby  a  river  fuppofed  to  convey  gold  duft  into  the  bed  of  the  Aar, 

vol.L  p.  191.    fell  or  the,  308,  309.  foorce,  ibid. 
Rem*Sy  village,  vol.ii.  p.  an.  caftle,  ibid. 

Rem  dts  vacbtSy  a  favourite  air  of  the  Swifs,  its  effects,  vol-  i.  p.  295.   ' 
RflKiuSy  barons  of,  vol.  ii.  p.   219—301,    village,  310.    revenues,  31a. 

cattle,  ibid,  barony,  3 1 1  —3 1 3. 
Rtmfty  river,  vol.  i.  p.  115.  218.  268,26*9.  27*.  its  fource,  274,  27*. 
— —  a  river  in  Neuchatel,  vol.  i.  p.  481. 
Rbaetioy  ancient  hiftory  of  that  country,  vol.  ii.  p.  311. 
RbattKuus.    See  Rhkmms. 

Rbcinfcldcn,  rapidity  of  the  Rhine  there,  vol.  i.  p.  125. 
Rheimthal.    See  Rbim. 
Rbtimxoaldy  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  301. 

Rbiity  river,  fall  at  Lauffen,  vol  i.  p.  9—12.  forma  the  Zeller  See,  r*. 
valley  of  the  Rhine  or  Rheinthal,  31.  fource  of,  275.  principal  feurces 
vol  ii.   d.  263.  f 

m     ■  Hinder y  it*  fource,  vol.  ii.  p.  302. 

■  Lit  tie  y  its  fource,  vol.  ii.  p.  190/ 
Rbfddfrbyiountof  Hapflrargh,  vol.i.  p.  116.  fketch  of  his  achievements 
ibid,  remarks  upon  his  character  and  fame,  117,118.  a  wooden  Aatue 
or  him  at  Bade,  137. 
Rb$ne,  fource  of  the,  vol  i.  p.  274.  284. 192,  293.  330.  344. 
Richard,  Daniel  John,  introduces  watchmaking  in  Lode,  vol.  i.  p.  a*. 
*•*•«•  Oo  Ricblil«iA\ 
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Ricblifvticky  a  town  near  Zone,  vol.  i.  p.  48,  69. 

#?*£*,  mountain  in  Lucetoe,  vol.  i.  p.  1*3, 114. 

Rtbtmert  major,  luccourt  Pfitargb,  vol.  i.   p.  531,   rtfif. 

RtpatlLy  a  palace  of  Amideus  the  Eighth*  vol.  i.  p.  429,  ctf*%* 

Am,  Marqnis  de,  his  palace  it  Lugano,  vol.  ti.  p.  4*8.  • 

■      ■■    village,  vok  H.  p.  171. 

Rtb*fltUi%  h»s  conspiracy,  vol.  ii.  p.  146. 

Rtcbaty  a  name  c  «nmoa  to  raoft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  v*Hey  of  Jon, 

vol  i.   p  448,  449. 
R*ebt%  la,  the  relidence  of  Haller,  vol.  i.  p.  441. 
— —   la,  a  village  on  the  river  Birt,  vol.  i.  p.  168. 
Reman  and  MttVjy  Genevans  fettled  at  Contra  oce,  vol.  i.  p.  16. 
Rtmanjby  language,  vol.  ti.  p.  30ft,  395,  **fiq* 
Rtncaiia,  villagr,  vol    ii.  p.  306. 
Rtjbtcb,  a  imall  burgh,  vol.  !.  p.  it. 
Rmpitojtra.     See  Cbameit. 
RtfengarUn.    See  ScUure. 
Re/rnlavery  glacer,   vol.  i.  p.  3U. 

R'ffter^  Hemy,  lakes  P.  N.  Chenaux  prifoner,  vol.  i.  p.  533. 
Ren  fleam,  Jean  Jacques,  his  refidtace  at  Moiiier  Travers,  vol.  i.  p.  481. 

hit  mode  of  living  there*  483,  484   obftinacy,  484.  extreme  fenfibifity, 

48$.  Moiiier  Travera,  48(1,  486.   retires  to  St.  Peter**  Hie,  ibid,  his 

mode  of  living  theie,  489— <:9i. 
Ri/ca,  Nicolas,  at  Sondrio,  killed  by  the  Grifona,  voL  ti.  p.  445.   SeefC- 

fiiry  §ftbe  yahtline.     Account  of  him,  30$,  *tf*q. 
Rutty  waterfall  at  the  village  of,  vol.  i.  p.  4%. 
Rmx,t  valley  of,  vol.  4.  p.  463. 


S. 

&alencb*%  town  of,  vol.  i.  p,  411,  411. 

Sdltt*,  a  village,  vol   i.  p.  30.  journey  from  thence,  3%. 

Saleve,  mountain,  vol.  i:.  p.  93. 

Salis,  de,  family,  their  difputes  with  the  PUnUV,  vol.  ii.  p.  114. 

— — .  Count  de,  his  viHa  hrPrepalra,  vol.  ii.  p.  176. 

— -  Rhodolph  de,  baron  of  Hslde nftetn,  vol  ii.  p.  3*8. 

—  Mr.  of  MarfchJinv,  institutes  a  famutry  of  literature  aenong  the 

GrUona,  vol.  ii.  p.  331. 
Sails,  mountain,  vol  i   p,  177. 
Salmenty  found  in  the  IJn.h,  vok  i.  p  43. 
Sahdnrenfe  cajlrum,  ancient  name  of  Soleure,  vol.  K  p.  180. 
Sal  at  by  a  fifh.     S*e  S,fur*s  glanst. 

SolutXy  Philip,  an  ea  1  ly  reformer  among  the  Grifona,  vol.  ii.  p.  408. 
Saltz.mamy  Leudigar,  abbot  of  Eogclbtrg,  vol.  i.  p.  *$8. 
8am*da%  a  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  191, 
Son  Abac  by  a  wsterfell  is)  Glaru*,  vol  i.  p.  44. 
Sam,  river,  vol.  i.  p.  514.  5S°- 
San  facramentoy  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  430. 
Santa  crtcfy  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  176. 
__Afarttf,  village,  vol.ii.  p.  at 8. 
9af,b»rhf  St.  village  in  Pays  de  Vaud,  vol.  i.  p.  433.    Roman  tniJe>ftoae 

there,  ibtJ.   note. 
Sargamsy  county  of,  vol.  ii   p.  345. 

mm     m><m    ft  Village,    VOl.  1.  p    $%• 

Sarnty 
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Same%  tfaeccplftt  *f>Ob«rwafden,  v*l.  I.  p.  249.  Mtetff,  ibid. 
Sats&heri,  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  *8j.  cold  Mid  warm  fprings  there,  197. 
Saujfure,  Mr.  de,  his  opinion  of  goiter*,  roh  i.  p.  350V  bit  expedition  to 

Mont  Blanc,  383.   abends  to  the  furamit,  384.  aocottnt  of  him  and 

lis  work*,  io«,  103%  hia  cabinet,  1*3. 
Saxatcncbty  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  404. 
S<Foou*t%  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  17$. 
Saxy  counts  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  199.  301. 
Saxtlen,  a  town  in  Under wt Men,  vol.  i.  p.  149. 
Saxo  Grammatical,  extract  from,  vol.  i.  p.  $$3. 
Scamp f%  a  burgh,  vol.  ii.  p.  196. 
Scbadan,  callle  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  So. 
&b*fbanj*«,  vt&  \.' p.  4   delcripfion  of,   5.  htftory,  ibid,  government, 

ibid,  revenues,  ibid,  trade*  6\  defence,  ibid-  bridge  of,  ©*,  7. 
Scbokeren,  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  adj. 
Scbamtt  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  303. 
Scbargmbecby  torrent,  vol.  ii.  p  417. 
Scbarla,  valley,  vol.  ii.    p.  an. 
Scbtidecy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  304.  3*8.    Scheidec,  308,  *t  fof*   fumroic 

oltKe,  31*3.  vol.  ii.  p.  77 
Setters^  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  142. 
Srhtltborn,  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 
Stbinntr,  Cardinal  Matthew,  biftiop  of  Si  on,  vol.  i.  p.  333.   his  bfftory, 

33*  3J$- 
8ekr*te*acb;  bathe  of,  Yoh  i.  p.  ir$. 
Scbnabttotrty  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 
8*t*fllf**tr,  valley,  vol.  i.  p.  fto^— 270. 
tobretkbirwy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  19*,  311.  vol.  ii.  p.  76. 
Scbuepftfty  a  village,  vol.-i.  p.  117,  228 
Scbuptaby  Michael,  the  phyfician,  vol.  ii.   p.  84.   account  of  his  fame, 

fldtl,  and  faced**,  84—89. 
Scbvoartxbtrg,  mountain,  vol.  ii-  p.  70. 
Sch<wartxemb*rgby  chain  of  mountain*  running  from  theiictf  to  Vevay  and 

Aigle,  vol.  t.  p  547. 
SckvrartxvtMy  glacier,  vol.  i;  p.  311. 

Scbweigbaufery  John  George,  his  epftfeph,  vol.  1.  p.  143,  note. 
Scb*ocit*y  canton,  entrance  of  the,  vol.  i   p.  an.    lake  ot,  *?4-   town, 

236.  hiftory  of  the  canton,  %4*y*tfeq.    government,  244.  population, 

145.  foil  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  ibid,    intolerance  in  religion, 

246". 
tobioeiMfrkakf*,  two  Angular  rocks,  vol.  i.  p.  134$. 
Scbiotitxerlandy  or  Swiflerland,  origin  of  the  name,  vol.  b  p,  243.    its 

independence  Bnally  acknowledged,  % 44. 
Siuol,  a  village,  vol.  ii,  p.  no. 
Stckingueiy  convent  of,  vol.  i.  p.  37. 
Seehjbergy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  138. 
&/?**ralpe,  vol.  H.  p.  70. 
Srdmu     See  oYmt. 
St  I  lay  la,  lake  of,  vol.  1.  p.  174. 
St  ha  Fianay  lake  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  186.  town,  ibid, 
Seivay  a  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  363. 
Sempacby  treaty  of,  vol.  i.  n.  106    battle  of,  213.  remarkable  instance  of 

valour  fhewu  there,  ibid,    lake  of  Sempach,  231.    anniversary  of  the 

battle,  232. 
Stnairt%  mode  of  election  at  Bade,  vol.  i.  p.  141. 

Oo  2  Sennebierf 
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9tmuehitr%  Mr.  of  Gcoefi,  vol.  i.  p.  387.  vol.  il  p.  %00>9tp«ffim. 

oVra/f,  quarry  of,  vol.  i.  p  41.  river,  ibid. 

Serra,  1j,  a  pais,  vol.  ii.  p.  a  3©*. 

Strriere,  Is,  river,  vol.  i.  p.  456. 

&*<*«»,  •  village  10  V  tilt  in,  inhibited  by  a  people  famous  for  huntine,  far 

booquutin,  vol.  i  p.  41 1. 
Serveius,  perfecoted  by  Calvin,  vol  i.  p.  96% 
o^f,  ft  v.liage,  vol.  ii.  p.  431. 
Set,  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  184. 
Semi  Is,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  330* 
Sicbellavinen,  vol.  it.  p.  jx. 
Sideriy  in  Vnllait,  vol.  i.  p.  331. 
Stgifnuud  the  Simple,  his  wars  with  the  Helvetic  Confederacy,  vol*  i. 

p.  498,  49$«  hit  alliance  with  the  republics,  $oi. 
Sirls;  villtge,  vol.  it.  p.  18$.  lake,  ibid. 
Silent  Jcambsy  vol.  i.  p.  388. 
Siinru  giants,  ft  Urge  6fh,  vol.  t.  p.  494. 
Simler,  the  Reverend  Mr.  hit  library,  vol.  i.  p.  8ft. 
SimntTy  Mr.  of  Berne,  vol.  ii.  p.  7,  8. 

&•«,  rctpital  of  the  Villain,  vol.  i.  p.  331 .  fituation  of  the  town,  337,  338. 
oVi/rr,  river,  vol.  i.  p.  ao\ 
StUnre,  jooroey  to,  vol.  i.  p.  179.    town  ofc^  180.    antiquity  of,  Hid.   hif* 

tory,  ibid,    defer iption  oi  the  town,  181.    ptilbn,  ibid,    public  library, 

181.  circumjacent  country,  183.  canton  of  Soleure,  184.  rcigion,  185. 

military  eftatlifliment,    187.    government,    188— -19a.    revenue,  19*. 

difrndion  of  ancient  and  new  burghers,   193—19$.    aftTembly  of  the 

burghers,  or  r$jemgarten,  19$— 198.    refidenceof  the  French  ambuiTa- 

dor  to  the  Helvetic  body,  too.   treaty  betweeo  France  and  the  thirteen 

cantons,  to  I* 
fyndale,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  136. 
Sindrie,  maflacre  of  the  Proteftants  there,  vol.  ii.  p.  £47.    defcripfjon  of 

the  town  and  adjscent  country,  a  74. 
Stprmfeha^  valley  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  358. 
Spatlg,  torrent,  vol.  it.  p.  toe.  ' 

Spengler,  Mr.  repairs  Schauffnaufeo  bridge,  vol.  i.  p.  8,  note. 
Spitiiftocky  mountain,  vol.  L  p»  a$y. 
SpUgen,  a  village,  vol.  i.  p.  191.  30a. 
■  mountain,  197.  paflage  over,  198. 

Sprecber,  Fortonatua,-  the  hiftotian,  voL  ii.  p.  340,  341.    nccosnt  of  the 

Bonquetto,  vol   i.  p.  403,  404* 
Sprungliy  Mr.  of  Berne,  his  excellent  collection  of  Swift  birds,  vol.  ii. 

P  57*  «r/ff.— «4»  **$. 

Staffacb,  Werner  de,  of  Schweits*  affifta  in  planning  the  revolution  whkh 
eltablilhed  the  liberty  of  Switzerland,  vol.  i.  p.  24%. 

StaUenjlmb,  %  calcareous  (tone,  vol.  ii.  p.  7a. 

Stamp*)  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  iw4. 

Siantn,  the  capital  of  Unterwftlden,  its  fit  nation,  vol   i.  p.  154.    conven- 
tion of,  toe".  108.  *e,a.  treaty  of,  brought  about  by  Nicolas  de  Flue,  153. 

Stamfsibtrgy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  a 5 4. 

Sta*  Wat  by  a  catarad,  vol.  i.  p.  317. 

Stein,  a  mall  independent  town,  vol.  i.  p.  13. 

Steinberg,  caftle,  vol.  ii.  p.  ill. 

St$cbe*%  Conrad,  companion  to  Mr.  Freygrabend.     Sec  Freygrmbtnd. 

Stickborn,      ountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  69. 

ftrc/bnrgb,  vol.  i.  p.  a. 
1 
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8t*gyk$\  glacier,  vol.  ii.  p .  74* 

Suffers,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  303. 

&«ZrJt,  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  70.  • 

£•//>«■*,  St.  village,  vol.  i.  p.  481. 

&rr,  river,  vol.  i.  p.  172. 

Smrecba,  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  177. 

Smrem  alps,  vol*  L  p  157. 

Snrfet,  valley,  vol.  ii.  p.  303. 

Smrxxti  a  town  in  Lucerne,  vol.  i.  p«  131. 

Smfiy  a  village,  vol.  it  p.  21 1. 

9n>art-bermf  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  338. 

fau/WrMpj,  firft  cnlhted  in  the  French  fervice,  vol.  1.  p.  loo.    rtnarka 

upon  their  fervice  in  foreign  powers,  vol.  i.  p.  103,  ttfeq. 
Switzerland,  general  reflections  upon  its  various  laws  and  government* 

vol.  ii.  p.  15a,  #//y  •    See  3cbwitz*rla»d. 

T. 

T*W,  glacier,  vol.  1.  p.  375—377. 

YaUfre,  glacier,  vol.  i.  p.  37a.  377. 

Tamtna,  river,  vol.  ii.  p.  346. 
r  Tamins,  town,  vol.  ii  p.  357. 

Tauvem,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  a  18. 

T«9tf**rj,  orDachfeld,  a  village,  vol.  i.  p.  170. 

Trnvetcb,  community  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  36a.  valley  of,  36*3. 
ir  TerUe,  raaffacreof  the  Proteftants  there,  vol.  ii.  p.  247.  defcriptm  of 

%  the  town  and  adjacent  country,  273,  174. 

Tell,  William,  hit  chapel,  vol  i.  p.  11  a.  a 3 8,  239.  doubts  concerning  the 
authenticity  of  his  hiftorv,  23,  —240. 
y  T**  j*rifdi8io»s9  league  of  the,  its  hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  334,  33$.    tnion 

with  the  two  other  leagues,  349. 

Ternatrey  mode  of  election  at  Bafle,  vol  i.  p.  141. 

Ttrturo,  di  Sopra,  di  Mezsa,  and  di  Sotto,  governments  of  the  Vslte- 
line,  vol.  ii.  p.  a^y. 

Ttfinoi  river,  fourceof,  vol-  i  p.  274.  vol.  ii.  p.  419,  *'/*?• 

Tett  Nrir,  la,  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  356. 

Teufeljbriick,  or  Devil's  Bridge,  vol.  i.  p.  270. 
{r  Tbtele,  river,  vol.  i.  p.  453,  493- 

Tbtmss,  St.   lake  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  363. 
4  Tbuny  lake  of,  vol.  i.  p.  323.  vol.  ii.  p.  69.    town  of,  Hid.   mad  to,  79.    •, 

fituation  and  government,  80. 
|tf  Tbargam,  vol.  i.  p.  105,  et  pa/Jin. 

Tippet  grebe y  a  bird,  vol.  i .  p.  442. 

7iran§9  capital  of  Upper  Terzero,  vol  ii.  p.  137,  238.    fair  held  thtre, 
138.  maflacreof  the  Proteftants,  246. 

#  ^S^h  v»&©ri  *  guide,  vol.  n.  p.  380. 

i  Vtffet,  the  celebrated  phyiician,  vol.  i.  p.  428. 

Titlis^  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  258.     See  Mr.  Freygrabewd. 

Tcmliafca,  valley,  vol.  ii.  p.  306.  310. 

Toph**.    See  Tmf. 

Terrenberg,  Count  Peter  of,  opprefles  the  inhabitants  of  Entlibuch,  vol.  i. 

j  P-  **7- 

*  Tirrent,  family  of,  vol.  i.  p.  443. 

Tertmre,  ftill  ufed  in  Switzerland,  vol.  ii.  p.  147. 
.4  Teuriilhmy 
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TWMfr*  t  rock  at  flfon  k>  the  Valkus,  vtt  r.  337. 

9V«/jX  village  nod  caftle,  voj.  ii.  p.  1 1 1. 

*r*ver*y  John  de,  vol.  ti.  p.  40$.  hit  hifteey,  jot-****. 

Invcrty  village,  tot  k  p.  481. 

TVnutt,  canal  ©£  vol.  ii.  p.  370. 

rritnty  a  torrent  in  Vallait,  vol  i.  p.  54*.  *»Hej  «♦,  344. 

Yrif*,  river,  vol.  ii.  p.  4*9* 

9>*v«tV*,  village,  voL  p.  31. 

7r^r4,  a  village  in  Appenael,  vol.  L  p.  tf. 

Yr$maA*r*+  or  jarymen  io  Engadtna,  vol.  ii.  p.  lot. 

*>#■•',  defcrtptioa  of  a  large  ipecies  cntJght  in  8»itt*rtartK*  f*i   r^»> 

to. 
7r»»/,  dkt  at;  vol.  ii.  p.  311.  tew*,  3$*. 
trv*>*r»>  St.  enffle  of,  vol.  i.  p.  443. 
YjibafiBtr,  Mr.  bailiff  of  Aveaehe*,  vol.  I.  p.  $11, 
Ta/,  a  calcareous  r«bftance,  impregnating  the  water  of  tbe  fprioga  ia 

thoft  countries  where  filer*  are  coaDtnon,  vol.  i.  p.  347—353- 
Tartrrr,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  163* 
Taw j;'W,  Mr.  Piflct,  of  Geneva,  vol.  ii.  p.  103. 
7»/f>,  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  30$. 

Tuubet,  James,  a  reformer  among  the  GriJbna,  vol.  ik  p.  40*. 
Tjrof,  mountain*  of,  vol.  i.  p.  3  V. 

U 

HyW^r,  tfland  o£  vet  i.  p.  09. 

FnJtvih  a  village  in  Appensel,  vel.  I.  p.  ftf. 

VmtrwmMny  canton  of    tee  oVawfw  end  &rf*. 

l/r/,  lake  of,  vol.  i.  p.  237.  romantk  fcenery  of,  iM.  fciftery  of  tW, 
Scfcweha,  UaterwaUen,  and  Lucerne,  241.  government,  1-44;  popala- 
titn,  145.  foil  and  inhabitants,  ibid*  Intolerance  in  religion,  146. 

VrmrUcby  a  fnbterraneoui  paflage,  vol.  i.  p.  17 1. 

&rr  St.  church  of  at  Science;  vol.  i.  p.  rSr. 

Urjtrtw,  valley  of,  vol.  i.  p.  271.  village  of,  ibid,  population  taA  gfc- 
vernrfjent,  Aid.  deferlption,  272.  t8o»  28*1.  vol.  il  p.  364. 

VJhr%  caftle  of,  vol.  i.  p.  93.  hiftory,  ^4. 

Utrfrvem,  valley  of,  vol.  h.  p.  70,  71. 

UtiUrfr  mountain,  vol.  1.  p.  64. 


Meri+t  a  rock  at  Sioo  in  the  Vallais,  voL  ).  p.  33S. 

Vdlai*%  vol.  i.  p.  185.  inhabitants,  287,  288.  defcriptioo  of  the  country, 

53 r.  344.  conftitution,  331,  332.  hiftory*  ibid,  manufa&nre,  343,  34*. 
VdUngin*  principality  of,  vol.  i.  p.  4*3*  town  of*  if* JL  rights  law*,  and 

:onil»iulion,  476—430. 
VdvtirarO)  vol.  ii.  p.  19O. 
ydfnimte%  convent,  fecnlarifed,  vol.  i.  p.  $25. 
Vdtdiney  or  Valle  Telina,  vol.  ii.  p.  239.   hiftory;  of  the,  23*/— *$*. 

naflacre  of  the  Proteftaots,  246—140.  government  and  laws,  257—272. 

extreme  venality  of  the  magiftratee,  ikiL  commerce*  201.  popointkni, 

•92.  prodtsftionaj  282— x  8 j. 
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Fareffj  town,  vol.  ii.'  p.  429. 

fa//,  barons,  vol.  ii.  p.  33$. 

ftfiur,  la,  adiftria  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  vol.  i.  p.  433. 

fregetari$My  id**  of  a  fcale  of,  vol.  i.  p.  *88> 

?>«*/,  Mr.  *  humane  inftitutioa  eftablilhed  by  bin?,  vol.  i.  p<  4&0*-»4$7« 

V*rfii%  a  village,  vol.  L  p.  4x3. 

y*ooyy  town  in  the  Part  de  Vaud,  vol.  i,  p.  434. 

Via  Afala^  in  the  Grifona,  Vol.  ii.  p.  304. 

Pict  Soprau^  in  Pregalfa,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 78.  I  §4. 

feiJcberforM,  mountain,  vol.  Ii-  p.  7$. 

£5sr*r»  Moofienr  4e,  vpl.  u.  p.  91. 

FHlenewvt)  a  town  near  the  lake  of  Geneva,  vol.  i.  p.  441. 

Findtmjfa.    See  IVimdiJb. 

*></,  Peter,  a  reformer  at  Geneva,  vol.  ii.  p.  94. 

fjt//i,  one  of  the  dixains  in  the  Vallaisi  vol.  i.  p.  334. 

r'gtlfitrg,  mountain,  vol.  ii.  p.  30*. 

y %iltf%  mountain,  vol*  i.  p.  495- 

Vnltur  barbatus,  the  boarded  vulture,   natural  btftory  of  the,  nL  it. 

JPWJ-mo/-*^,  vtHey,  vol.  i.  p.  itft;. 

*fr*l<Mgtt*r  jitr  or  lake  of  the  four  cantons,  vol.  i.  p.  134. 

WalUnftadt^  town  of,  vol.  i.  p.  34—36".  " 

Wmftwi  village, -vol.  I.  p.  169. 

WcddenfckntH,  a  town  near  Zwie,  vol.  i.  p  -9y.  ita^iiftory,  Bft  pop* 
tation,  ibid,  remarkable  waterfall  near,  ibid, 

Wtiffeuftein%  a  chain  of  the  Jura,  vol.  i.  p.  1 80. 

Wtngenalp^  vol.  i.   p.  7 1 . 

fVtrdenberiy  counts  of,  vol.  ii.  p.  199—301. 

JVertewbnrgb,  cattle  o£  vol.  i-  p.  ifii. 

Werttufieiuy  a  convent*  vol.  i.  p.  49a.  304.  311.  vol.  ii.  p.  75. 

WtttingtUy  curious  bridge,  vol.  i.  p.  113. 

Windifa  a  village,  anciently  Findnijja^  vol.  i.  p.  123. 

Wtuki)  a  village  near  Lucerne,  vol.  i.  p.  148. 

JVimkclreidy  Arnold  de,  his  extraordinary  valour,  vol.  i.  p.  114. 

Winterthur^  town  of,  vol.  i.  p.  99.  hiftory,  ibid,  government,  100.  pub- 
lic library  and  antiquities,  101. 

Wtrbty  village,  vol  ii.  p.0i.    . 

fVytteubacb,  the  Reverend,,  of  Berne,  vot.  i.  314.  313.  325.  inftitutes  a 
lociety  for  the  cultivation  of  phytic  and  natural  hiftory*  vol.  ii.  p.  9.  his' 
cabinet  of  the  natural  productions  of  Switzerland,  66,  67.  his  plan  and 
dcfcription  of  the  Alps  feen  from  Berne,  ibid. 


Tverdum,  a  town  and  lake,  vol.  i.  p.  453. 

Tv$rarf  a  mined  place  near  the  lake  of  Geneva,  vol.  i.  p.  44a. 


Z.    Zaeti*gnt 


INDEX. 


Z. 


Z*nimge*>  dukes  of,  uol.  i.  p.  113. 

Ztlty  town  of,  vol.  i.  pi  3.   lake  of,  ibid. 

Zefttberg%  mountain,  vol.  2i.  p.  7$. ' 

Zillr-%  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  304. 

Zimkbergy  mountain,  vol.  i.  p.  ao6. 

Zifitgtwy  a  towo  in  Berne,  vol.  i.  p.  131; 

Z***t*y  or  tribes,  at  Bafle,  vol.  i.  p.  14c 

Z*iig /r,  Ulric,  the  reformer,  hit  hiftory  and  character,  vol.  t.  p.  $$, 
5&    killed  at  the  battle  of  CappeJ,  57. 

■     ■       Am,  vol.  i.  p.  80. 

Z*g,  towo  of,  vol.  i.  p  109.  hiftory  of  canton  Zug,  aoo,  no.  govern- 
ment, ibtd,   departa re  from  thence,  aia.    lake  o€,  ibid* 

-£*£,  a  remarkable  rock,  vol.  ii.  p.  337. 

ZmwUffy  a  village  in  the  valley  of  Urfereo,  vol,  i,  p.  17 1.  181. 

Z#r*,  lake  of,  vol.  i.  p.  51.  $4.  canton,  55.  hiftory,  ibid,  religion,  ibid. 
'  ftste  of  cuhrvatton,  57.  population,  58.  policy  in  regard  to  granting 
bwgberfhine*  $8—60.  privileges  of  the  borghe,  a,  60.  government,  61. 
laws,  ibid,  fenate,  6a.  revenue,  63.  criminal  jurisprudence,  ibid. 
city  of  Zuric,  64.  its  fituation  and  buildings,  ibid,  manufactories,  6$. 
population,  ibid,  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  66,  fumptusry  laws, 
tbid,  military  force,  67.  ecclefiaftical  government,  69,  70.  church 
revenue*,  ibid,  charitable  eftablHhnaenta,  ibid,  chirargical  feminary, 
71.  education,  ibid,  learning,  ibid,  learned  men,  7  a— 79.  phytic*, 
78.  public  library,  79,  80.  private  libraries,  81,  8a.  environ*  of  Zuric, 
p..  84,  9t/eq,    Zuric  accedes  to  the  alliance  with  France,  and. 

£tf/at,  a  village,  vol.  ii.  p.  19ft*  194. 
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